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When watching a bird flying in the sky, the words free,
unrestricted, independent come to our minds, but is she really
all of that?

Even before time she pips through her protective shell, enters
this world, and grows strong enough to migrate thousands of
miles to different continents in search of food and a safe
haven, until her short life comes to an end, Who brought her
through her entire existence? Who taught her to use her
wings to fly non-stop for hours at a stretch? Who guided her
to navigate through forests and oceans to reach the exact
spot she was searching? It is a mystery in the so-called
scientific world todau.

It would not occur to an ordinary person, that her entire life
cycle was surrounded, regulated and supervised by an All-
Encompassing Authority. This Disposer of affairs envelops
the entire universe that we live in today. And only those Who
are worthy, will truly understand the depth of that power.

This is Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir, Adh Dhahir Al Baatin, The First,
The Last, The Apparent, and The Hidden, which are the
Names of Allah that surround us in time and space, in ways
we cannot fathom.



In this book we will try and understand these names through
the Quran and Sunnah as best we can, and try to examine all
four Names, as a whole, in pairs, and then individually. We will
then try and explain the impacts of these Names on our daily
lives and our hereafter, and how we must apply them.

May Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir, Adh Dhahir Al Baatin surround
us with His mercy and love, and accept this endeavour from
us all. Ameen.

The sources used in this book are:
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Our life is a constant search for the fulfillment of our needs,
whether it is physical, spiritual or mental. We generally
gravitate towards fulfilling our bodily needs, assuming that
this will be the means by which we will find enjoyment in life.
Therefore, the hungry one thinks that enjoyment is in eating,
the unmarried think enjoyment is in marriage, the married
think enjoyment is in having children, and so forth. However,
enjoyment is not found in such transient fulfillments, rather, it
is found in the fulfillment of the purpose of our creation,
which is submission and obedience to the Lord Who created
us.

Real enjoyment in this life is knowing

Allah, and submitting to Him in obedience. \/Kf/
We will live a fulfilled, happy, purposeful ¢
life when we know our position in His

dominion, and subjugate ourselves to the

complete perfection of Allah.

Many situations can affect relationships of the transient
world, where we are dealing with humans like our own selves,
who have weaknesses, faults and needs. Nothing in this
world, no matter how much we may love it, will ever be
perfect. The only perfect relationship is the one with Allah,
because nothing can come between it, and this is the
relationship we seek, which is based on love between the
Master and His slave.



Allah has created the universe, so that we may know Him by
it. And He has subjected this earth to us, so that we may find
ease in worshipping Him. Our purpose is to use this transient
life to reach Him without getting caught up in its deception.

Knowledge of Allah is the solution to every problem that we
will ever encounter, whether it is financial, physical, mental, or
social. The Names of Allah give clarity and beauty to this life,
which in turn gives direction and purpose. This knowledge
equips us with the wisdom to deal with the inevitable tests
and trials of this life.



AL AWWAL AL AKHIR

(Y1 JsV)
ADH DHAHIR AL BAATIN

(o) Halal)

THE FIRST, THE LAST,
THE APPARENT, THE HIDDEN
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Al Awwal, Al Akhir (The First, The Last) surrounds us with time
and, Adh Dhahir, Al Baatin (The Most Apparent, The Most
Hidden), surrounds us in space.

lbn Al Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on

him) said; Allah is Al Awwal, The First and

nothing can come before Him. He comes \//‘//
before our plans, thoughts, means and (
experience. His plan precedes everyone

else’s. He is Al Akhir, The Last, showing us

the result of our actions. The result is not

upon anyone other than Allah.

Allah is Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent), His signs are so
prominent that no one can avoid them, and He is Al Baatin
(The Most Hidden), no one can be more veiled than Him.

The Names initially appear to be opposites, and it is only
possible for Allah to be The First and Last. For example, Allah
is Al Awwal (The First), He has always existed, and there was
nothing in existence before Him. And He is Al Akhir (The Last),
everything other than Allah will cease to exist, only Allah, the
Majestic will remain.

Allah is Adh Dhahir Al Baatin, which means only He can be
apparent and hidden at the same time. The signs to know
Allah surrounds us at all times, and His actions on the
creation surrounds us, yet He is Al Baatin (The Most Hidden),
and no one can see Him in this life, yet He is the knower of all
things hidden. He is above the seventh heaven in a manner
that suits His majesty. Even when we study His names, we
cannot completely encompass Him, and no vision can grasp
Him, but His grasp is over all creation!



In the Qur'an and Sunnah N/
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He is the First (nothing is before Him) and the Last (nothing is after Him),
the Most High (nothing is above Him) and the Most Near (nothing is nearer
than Him). And He is the All-Knower of everything.!

These Names are mentioned only once in the Qur'an, which is
in Surah Al Hadid. Some scholars said the above ayah (verse)
is better than a thousand verses and Allah knows best.

The Names appear together both in the Quran and in the
hadith, which shows us that their perfection is to be
understood in their combination. These Names of Allah
completely surround us in time and space.

The theme of Surah Al Hadid is of balance and these names
indicate an equilibrium for us to adhere to, and to be on the
middle path.

We understand from the following hadith that the Prophet
(%) would not sleep until he had read the "musabbihaat”.

These are the surahs (chapters) which begin with tasbeeh
(glorification) of Allah, such as: Surat Al Isra’a  (The Night
Journey), Surat Al Hadid (Iron), Surat Al Hashr (Gathering),
Surat As Saff (Ranks), Surat Al Juma’a (Friday), Surat At
Taghabun (Mutual Loss and Gain), Surat Al A’ala (The Most
High).

1 Surah Al Hadid ayah 3



Surahs that begin with tasbeeh
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The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) did not sleep
until he recited the Musabbihaat and said, in them is a verse better than
1000 verses.”?

The Names are also combined together in the following
hadith, which is a bed time supplication.

Supplication before sleep
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O Allah, Lord of the heavens, Lord of the earth and Lord of the exalted
throne, our Lord and the Lord of all things, Splitter of the seed and the date
stone, Revealer of the Torah, the Injeel and the Furqaan, | seek refuge with
You from the evil of all things You seize by the forelock (i.e. You have total
mastery over). O Allah, You are The First so there is nothing before You and
You are The Last so there is nothing after You. You are The Most Apparent
so there is nothing above You and You are The Most Hidden so there is
nothing closer than You, settle my debt for me and spare me from
poverty.3

2 At Tirmidhi, Hadith #2712 - 2712 / 3WY) eancng sdasill sls,

3 At Tirmidhi 3481




Perhaps we cannot read all the musabbihaat {chapters that
begin with tasbih (glorification) of Allah} before bed every
night, but we can recite these Names of Allah through this
night supplication, which we will look into in some detail.

el 531 835 oY1 S35 WIBL &5 aaul

O Allah, Lord of the heavens, Lord of the earth and Lord of the exalted
throne.

Allah is the Lord of these great creations, and the greatest of
His creation, the Throne is mentioned in the beginning. He
alone is the Creator and the Caretaker of them. Every
Creation, even the Throne needs Allah’s protection and care,
but Allah is in no need of any of His creation. All of the
creation is in dire need of His gentle care; therefore, before
we sleep we beseech Him by His actions over His creation.

esh JS &5 55
Our Lord and the Lord of all things

Allah is The One taking care of His creation with His
knowledge and perfect ability.



sslls Cadl BB
Splitter of the seed and the date stone

On the face of it, it may appear to be a simple action, but
none other than Allah can make a seed grow. And if a seed
did not split, then no one would ever exist, as there would be
no food for us, nor the animals. Similarly, Allah is the only One
Who opens the heart and minds to reflect and ponder over
His signs.

0815 Juzd¥ls 81531 J3ia
Revealer of the Taurat, the Injeel and the Furgaan.

Allah is The One Who brought down the Torah, Gospel and
the Quran. Divine guidance makes the heart grow and
teaches it to distinguish between truth and falsehood.

aolly JoT Sl o5 I8 58 Go dy 355

| seek refuge with You from the evil of all things You seize by the forelock
(i.e. You have total mastery over).

This is where the asking begins in this supplication, as in prior
to this we were seeking nearness to Allah by beseeching Him
through His Divine Actions. Allah holds the creation by their
forelocks, having complete control over them, so we do not
need to fear evil from anyone, as Allah is able to protect us
from every harm. We do not need to magnify our problems,
rather we magnify the complete ability of Allah. We ask to be
under the protection of Allah even while we sleep, which is a
minor death.



O Allah, You are The First so there is nothing before You and You are The
Last so there is nothing after You. You are The Most Apparent so there is
nothing above You and You are The Most Hidden so there is nothing closer
than You.

Allah is first and last in our life, and no one other than Him is
apparent and at the same time hidden in our lives. He is our
first priority, and our goal is His pleasure. Allah is Adh Dhahir
(The Most Apparent), no one is above Him or more
dominating in our lives, and He is Al Baatin (The Most
Hidden), He knows the finest details of our lives. We are
completely surrounded by these names of Allah both in time
and space.

Sl Ge @8

settle our debt for us.

A debt can be regarding the rights of the people or
monetary. Before we go to bed, we need to recalculate our
debts of the day, and ask Allah to fulfill our rights and debts
for us.

A believer has many rights that need to be fulfilled, because
he will be questioned about them on the Day of Judgement.
We are most often unaware of whether we have fulfilled the
rights of Allah, our parents, children, relatives, or our spouses.




We procrastinate on several matters and our actions are
most often incomplete, and only Allah Al Awwal (The First)
knows the true value of our debts. Even if a person dies on
unsettled debts, Allah will bring forward the means to fulfill it.
For example, there are those who passed away while having
debts and later Allah inspires someone to pay it on behalf of
them. Or they had an issue with someone but Allah inspires
that person to pardon them.

From this we learn, that we must settle our debts while we
are alive, and fulfill the rights of others, especially the
parents, and maintain ties of kinship, as we will be held
accountable for all of this. Perhaps there is a debt from our
prayer or a fast in Ramadan, and not fulfilling them will
remain as a debt on us. Even the martyr who dies on debt will
has his soul held back until his debt is fulfilled.

Importance of fulfilling debts

5309 L35 I aa bl 538 JB elus ads 4l Jo 4l Jo &
The Prophet (g&) said: The martyr will be forgiven all sins except for debt.4

In this supplication we ask Allah to fulfill our debts, especially
at the time of death. Allah is the One Who will judge and
decide where our final destination will be. There will be
people who are poor and rich on the Day of Judgement, and
they will be revealed after their display of deeds in front of
Allah. The currency in the hereafter will be good deeds.

4 Sahih Muslim 1886
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and enrich us from poverty

It is not the means that will enrich us, rather our devotion to
Allah is what will enrich us from poverty.

The Names of Allah give us support and comfort in the
knowledge that we are not alone in the challenges of life,
rather we need to attach to Allah Who encompasses us with
His knowledge.
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Abu Zumayl said: | asked Ibn Abbas, saying: What is that | find in my
breast? He asked: What is it? | replied: | swear by Allah, | cannot speak
about it. He asked me: Is it something doubtful? and he laughed. He then
said: No one could escape that, until Allah, the exalted, revealed: "If thou
went in doubt as to what we have revealed unto thee, then ask those who
have been reading the Book from before thee." He said: If you find
something in your heart, say: He is the First and the Last, the Evident and
the Hidden and He has full knowledge of all things.5

These Names are a remedy for those who have doubts and
whispers from shaitan (devil). If a person is doubtful about his
provision, health, guidance or such matters, he must recite
this supplication as it stops the mind from wandering.

5 Sunan Abi Dawud 5110
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Introduction of Al Awwal Al Akhir (,sY1 JgV1) \'\,

Let us understand these two Names in unison and how they
apply in our lives.

The creation, its outcome and judgment all belong to Allah.
He is the First and the Last. For example, Allah initiates a
feeling of repentance in man in order to repent, and when he
repents, Allah is the One Who accepts that repentance, being
the First and the Last in his decree. Similarly, Allah Al Awwal
(The First) initiates for the angels to supplicate for us, and Al
Akhir (The Last) is the One Who accepts their invocation.

Knowledge of the names of Allah should make us flee to Him,
in times of need as well in times of ease. Knowledge of Allah,
Al Akhir (The Last) will help us to make our main concern, His
Pleasure, because the result and final judgment rests with
Him alone. This knowledge frees man from the slavery of
other than Allah.

Allah Al Awwal (The First) gave Yusuf (peace be upon him) a
vision, and it was Allah Al Akhir (The Last) that fulfilled that
vision.
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"Thus will your Lord choose you and teach you the interpretation of
dreams (and other things) and perfect His Favour on you and on the
offspring of Yaqub (Jacob), as He perfected it on your fathers, lbrahim
(Abraham) and Is’haq (Isaac) aforetime! Verily, your Lord is All-Knowing,
All-Wise."6

6 Surah Yusuf 12:6



Allah Al Akhir (The Last) completed His favours upon Yusuf
(peace be upon him).

Knowing that Allah is Al Awwal, Al Akhir (The First, The Last)
teaches us that He comes before any means, and the result
is not dependent on those means, but on Him alone.
Sometimes we can take all the means but not see any result.

For example, we may take multiple medical treatments and
expect results, only to find no change in our condition. Only Al
Awwal (The First) comes ‘before’ the means and Al Akhir (The
Last) is the One Who comes ‘after’ the means.

\

The Names Allah Al Awwal (The First) N/
Al Akhir (The Last) surround us by time.

As humans we are limited in our understanding and only
have a partial view of any matter, and how a certain
situation may resolve. It took Yusuf (peace be upon him)
forty years to see the realization of his dream. The story of
Yusuf (peace be upon him) teaches us patience through the
nurturing of Allah. If we pick the fruit before it ripens then we
ruin the entire experience, which is why the dua (invocation)
of Yusuf (peace be upon him) was to die as a Muslim and to
be among the righteous; this is completion.

Knowledge about Allah is the greatest treasure, as He is the
only One we need in order to have success in this life and the
Hereafter. We may not have any means, but Allah Al Awwal
(The First) is the One Who creates the means. And when we
have the means, only Allah Al Akhir (The Last) can complete
the means for us.



Knowledge is not a goal in itself, but is a means to reach
Allah. Knowing Allah Al Awwal (The First) and Al Akhir (The
Last) will disincline us to the means in front of us, and incline
us to the Creator and Controller of it.

On the Day of Judgement, we will see \)J/
Allah Al Awwal (The First) and Al Akhir ¢,
(The Last) in all His decisions, but our test |

in this life is to believe, making Him our

beginning and our ultimate goal.

16



Infroduction of Adh Dhahir Al Baatin \ /L,\
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The Names Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (The Most Apparent and
The Most Hidden) surround us in space. We are surrounded
by time and space, without a leaf falling except Allah
surrounds it by His perfect knowledge. Allah is ever watchful
over His creation, constantly protecting it from harm.

We are surrounded by matters that are visible and unseen to
us, but we need to know without doubt, that Allah is Adh
Dhahir (The Most Apparent), He is greater and above what is
apparent to us, and He is Al Baatin, (The Most Hidden), no
one is more unseen to us than Him.

When a person looks back on their life, they will notice
periods in which matters were apparent, and at other times
hidden. As we progress through different stages, we will find
that the people, environment, even our thinking keeps
changing.

However, Allah is Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent), and we
need to make Him the most Apparent in our lives. When we
fail to do that, then we become wayward and lost because
we will have become distracted with others, whom we have
prioritised in our lives. It is like putting things in the wrong
place, where our lives become confused and haphazard.
Allah alone deserves to be the most apparent in our decision
making, in our conversations, in our choices or in any aspect
of our lives. A believer is the one who always thinks about the
pleasure of Allah, before the pleasure of the self or the
pleasure of the people.



Allah is Al Baatin, (The Most Hidden), He is so close, yet He is
hidden, the most Perfect.
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Have you not seen that Allah knows whatsoever is in the heavens and
whatsoever is on the earth? There is no Najwa (secret counsel) of three,
but He is their fourth (with His Knowledge, while He Himself is over the
Throne, over the seventh heaven), nor of five but He is their sixth (with His
Knowledge), not of less than that or more, but He is with them (with His
Knowledge) wheresoever they may be; And afterwards on the Day of
Resurrection, He will inform them of what they did. Verily, Allah is the All-
Knower of everything.”

Allah has complete knowledge of our hidden reality, even if
we hide within the self; therefore, we need to be observant of
the self and feel shy before Allah. We need to declutter
whatever negative feelings we carry in the heart, rather than
keeping such emotions bottled up inside. Allah looks at the
heart of a person, not their outer appearance, therefore we
need to ensure that the heart is a container for all that
pleases Allah, and not a container that carries hatred, envy
or harm for others. When we have discord with someone, we
tend to put this hatred inside a ‘box’ in our heart. We must
clear it out and get rid of it. This is how we declutter the heart.

One of the reasons for a bad end, is that the inner self of a
person is evil and corrupted. A believer is someone who is
pure on the inside, which reflects on their outer actions too,
and such a person constantly strives to purify his heart from
negativity. When we know that Allah is Al Baatin (The Most
Hidden), we will be more observant of the actions of the
heart.

7 Surah Al Mujadila 7



Salman Al Farsi (may Allah be pleased with him) said,
“whoever fixes his inner self then Allah will fix his outer self.”
When we take care of our internal self, it shows sincerity, but
unfortunately, people are more concerned about their outer
selves because this is how most people perceive us.

These four Names of Allah surround us

completely; Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir (The

First, The Last) surrounds us by time, \)d/
therefore we must make Him First in our ¢,
lives and our end goal. Allah Adh Dhahir Al y
Baatin (The Most Apparent and The Most

Hidden) surrounds us in space, wherein

we feel secure and protected at all times.

When a person is occupied with good, it gives the person
structure in his life and a purpose which protects him from
great sins and regrets.

19



The First

Who is Al Awwal?
\

N/

Meaning in the Language (sl aall) L

Al Awwal (The First) is The One Who neither has a beginning
nor an end. There is none prior to Him, He is self-existent and
everything comes from Him, and He is the cause of all that
became.

Linguistically, the meaning of Al Awwal (Js1) is

The one who advances or precedes others,
Someone others follow or depend upon,
One cannot exist without it (s,e wle 355 il

For example, if there was no number 1, then there would be
no 2, 3, or 4. There is a sequence and chain, which all started
with and goes back to the number one. Likewise, Allah is Al
Awwal (The First), and the means follow. For example, we
learn from a teacher, who learnt from another teacher, and
ultimately it goes back to the Prophet (&%), and then Jibreel

(peace be upon him), and finally to Allah Al Awwal (The First).



Al Awwal deserves to be the First, since He existed when
there was nothing before or with Him!

The word (Js1) is used in four places:

Time: to come first based on chronological order as in
history. Or the start, the origin or source of something.

Authority: to come first based on hierarchy and position.

Place: to come first based on places that one passes

through as one travels.

Creation: to come first based on the order of creation, for

example, having a foundation before a house.



Meaning in the Religion )7‘\\//

b

1. Allahis The First Himself

Allah is Al Awwal (The First) before anyone and He is First
without any boundary or limitations, unlike ourselves, who
were born. Allah is Al Awwal, therefore He is the First and has
always been the First.

Nothing can exist before Allah.

Nothing is before Allah

Slsaidl 35 &3l Jo & 585 A i (35 Js A 58 1 JB
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He said, "First of all, there was nothing but Allah, and (then He created His
Throne). His throne was over the water, and He wrote everything in the
Book (in the Heaven) and created the Heavens and the Earth.”8
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And He it is Who has created the heavens and the earth in six Days and His
Throne was on the water, that He might try you, which of you is the best in
deeds. But if you were to say to them: "You shall indeed be raised up after
death,” those who disbelieve would be sure to say, "This is nothing but
obvious magic.”?

8 Sahih al-Bukhari 3191

9 Surah Hud 7
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There are times when things malfunction, start to work and
problems get resolved without a reason, leaving us clueless
as to how that happened. This is to teach us that Allah is Al
Awwal (The First), and He comes before any means, and we
must believe that He can bring forward any means without
us knowing the details.
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He is the First (nothing is before Him) and the Last (nothing is after Him),
the Most High (nothing is above Him) and the Most Near (nothing is nearer
than Him). And He is the All-Knower of everything.©

Allah is the All-Knower and He is Al Awwal (The First) in any
knowledge, whether seen or unseen.
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Verily, Allah! With Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down
the rain, and knows that which is in the wombs. No person knows what he
will earn tomorrow, and no person knows in what land he will die. Verily,
Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware (of things)."

Allah has full knowledge of everything in detail before the
decree takes place. The first level of believing in the decree is
the knowledge of Allah. We need to believe that Allah knows
everything in detail. We cannot encompass the knowledge of
Allah and this is why He is Al Awwal (The First).

10 Surah Al Hadid 3

" Surah Lugman 34



Any little knowledge we possess comes from Allah. The
Knowledge of man is acquired and is not constant, it is
lacking and incomplete. The knowledge of Allah is His
attribute, He has complete and perfect knowledge of every
matter, hidden or apparent.
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Say: "None in the heavens and the earth knows the Ghaib (unseen) except
Allah, nor can they perceive when they shall be resurrected.”2

Ayat Al Kursi
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Allah! La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), the
Ever Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that exists. Neither
slumber, nor sleep overtake Him. To Him belongs whatever is in the
heavens and whatever is on earth. Who is he that can intercede with Him
except with His Permission? He knows what happens to them (His
creatures) in this world, and what will happen to them in the Hereafter. And
they will never compass anything of His Knowledge except that which He
wills. His Kursi extends over the heavens and the earth, and He feels no
fatigue in guarding and preserving them. And He is the Most High, the Most
Great

2 Surah An Naml 65

13 Surah Bagarah: 255
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Knowledge is mentioned twice in this verse. No matter how
much we plan, or how much we know, Allah is Al Awwal (The
First). When we know Allah is the First in Knowledge, then it
should inspire us to love and strive to seek knowledge. The
first ayah (verse) revealed to the Prophet (g#) was 1,3l (read),
which shows the importance of knowledge.

Also, from Ayat al-Kursi (Verse of the Footstool) we can see

that Allah is Al Awwal (The First) in the intercession, as none
can intercede except by His permission.
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We created you, then why do you believe not? (57) Then tell Me (about)
the (human) semen that you emit. (58) Is it you who create it (i.e. make this
semen into a perfect human being), or are We the Creator? (59) We have
decreed death to you all, and We are not outstripped, (60) To transfigure
you and create you in (forms) that you know not. (61) And indeed, you
have already known the first form of creation (i.e. the creation of Adam),
why then do you not remember (or take heed)? (62) Then tell Me! about
seed that you sow in the ground. (63) Is it you that make it grow, or are We
the Grower? (64) Were it Our Will, We could crumble it to dry pieces, and
you would be regretful (or left in wonderment). (65) (Saying): "We are
indeed Mughramn (i.e. ruined or have lost the money without any profit,
or are punished by the loss of all that we spend for cultivation)! (66) "Nay,
but we are deprived!" (67) Then tell Me about the water that you drink. (68)
Is it you who cause it from the rainclouds to come down, or are We the
Causer of it to come down? (69) If We willed, We verily could make it salt
(and undrinkable), why then do you not give thanks (to Allah)? (70) Then
tell Me about the fire which you kindle. (71) Is it you who made the tree
thereof to grow, or are We the Grower? (72) We have made it a Reminder
(of the Hell-fire, in the Hereafter); and an article of use for the traveller’s
(and all the others, in this world). (73) Then glorify with praises the Name of
your Lord, the Most Great. (74)

4 Surah Al Wagiah 57-74
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Allah poses questions in these verses to make us think, “Who
comes before everything in existence?”. Allah questions us
about plants and whether we are the ones to make them
grow. We only dig the soil and plant the seed, but Allah is the
One Who splits the seed and makes it grow. He is the One
Who brings down the rain, and is the First in maintaining His
creation.

2. Allahis The First - In Existence

The life of Allah is complete, it has no beginning and no end.
It is always perfect, without weakness or need. Humans are
born weak, and after their strength, they return to weakness.
We have a beginning and an end, and we are always in need
of others, and even after our demise we need others to wash
and carry us.

Allah is Al Hayy - The Ever-Living Who never dies.

The existence of Allah is First and there is none before Him.
The One we attach to is Ever-Living and never dies, and has
the perfect life. He never tires or has any kind of deficiency;
hence, He is the only One worthy of our worship.
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Allah! Lailaha illa Huwa (none hos the right to be worshipped but He), the
Ever Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that exists.’

The universe runs on a perfectly calculated rhythm and it
flows in complete harmony, because the Lord that is in
charge of it is Al Awwal (The First) in His existence.

5 Ayat Al Kursi: 2:255
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And put your trust (O Muhammad (g&)) in the Ever Living One Who dies

not, and glorify His Praises, and Sufficient is He as the All-Knower of the
sins of His slaves.'

Allah is The First and no one can change or replace Him. For
example if a company has an owner and employees, the
owner comes before his or her employees. The owner is the
one that is constant, while the employees may come and go.
To Allah is the best example; this universe continues although
everything around it is unstable, and is constantly changing
and being replaced, this is because Al Awwal (The First) is in
charge and He is the First in His existence. We are all
changeable, therefore we cannot rely on others like
ourselves. We need something constant, like Allah Al Awwal
(The First). When we rely on the One Who never dies, it will
give us stability and security.

When a person truly has tawakkul (reliance) on Allah then
surely the means will come to him. The essence of reliance
on Allah necessitates that we make Him first in our life, so
that at any moment of need, our heart flees to Him before
anyone else. We want provision and solutions to come to us
first, therefore we need to attach to the One Who is The First.

16 Surah Al Furgan 58



3. Allahis The First - in His Sustenance
of the Creation (Al Qayoomiah)

The word “Qayyoom” (as:%) comes from “Qaama” (sLs) which

is to be straight, upright, fixed or stable. Allah is Self-
Sustaining and He is the One Who sustains all His creation.

Someone who is “Qayyoom” (as+—5) is always alert and on

stand-by. For example, a mother is alert and on stand-by for
her baby, until he is able to look after himself. Similarly, when
the baby reaches maturity, he needs to take care of his
parents and be alert and on stand-by for them to the best of
his ability.

Allah is Al Hayy Al Qayoom (The Ever-Living, The Self-
Sustaining Master). He is not only Ever-Living Who has the
perfect life, but He is also Al Qayoom (The Self-Sustaining
Master). He takes care of every detail of His creation, in all
situations, though we only see the means. Allah Al Awwal
(The First) is the One Who comes before any means, and
Who brings the means to us.

A mother who is "gayoom" on her children is checking on
them throughout the day and night, but she is limited and
weak in her caring, because she can become tired, and have
her own needs as a human. Allah alone is perfect in
sustaining us.
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Whosoever is in the heavens and on earth begs of Him (is needy of Him).
Every day He is (engaged) in some affair (such as giving honor or
disgrace to some, life or death to some, etc.)’”

17 Surah Ar Rahman 29



Allah is Al Qayoom (The Self-Sustaining Master) and He
takes care of all our affairs without us even asking Him.
When we know Allah is the First in sustaining all of us, then
we need to make Him First in our heart and run to Him alone,
before seeking any other means.

Our first obligation is to take care of ourselves, our heart, our
worship and our health. Sometimes we have so many
responsibilities that we end up forgetting ourselves. Before
taking care of others and before guiding others, we need to
take care of ourselves. Also for a da’ee (caller to faith), it is
fundamental to continue in the path of knowledge in order to
pass on the knowledge to others.

4. Allahis The First - In Mercy

All of mankind is in need of mercy and Allah has placed
mercy in our hearts for each other, yet the mercy we all
share in this life, is only one part of mercy. Allah has saved 99
mercies for the believers in the hereafter, in order they may
enter paradise and be saved from the hellfire.
8255 Blo dl) 8] " olay ade Al (o 4l Jol5 JB JB Gomyldl GK12 G2
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Salman Farsi reported Allah's Messenger (&) as saying: Verily, there are

one hundred (parts of) mercy for Allah, and it is one part of this mercy by
virtue of which there is mutual love between the people and ninety-nine
reserved for the Day of Resurrection.’®

8 Sahih Muslim 2753




Allah is the owner of mercy and He distributes it according to
His wisdom and knowledge. He alone knows the needs of
mankind, and He places mercy in the hearts of others
towards us.

Allah places love and mercy between the spouses.
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And among His Signs is this, that He created for you wives from among
yourselves, that you may find repose in them, and He has put between you
affection and mercy. Verily, in that are indeed signs for a people who
reflect.9

The knowledge of Allah is the determining factor to how
much mercy Allah places in the hearts. For example, Allah
gives mothers mercy in their hearts for the newborn child,
and the level of mercy may be dependent on the needs of a
child, whether it is a boy or girl, or a difficult or easy-going
child, or whether the child has any special needs and so forth.

Allah is the Most Merciful, the Especially Merficul, (Ar
Rahman, Ar Raheem), and He is the first to show us mercy.
He is the One Who created us, and gave us the means to
survive in this life, and gave us all that we need in order to be
nurtured, guided and happy, which is all from His Mercy.

His mercy is perfect and constant, and it is His permanent
attribute, so He is never without it. When we are in need of
mercy, we often look to the creation to receive it, but instead
of asking the slaves of Allah for mercy, we need to
remember that Allah is Al Awwal (The First) in His mercu.

19 Surah Ar Room 21



Humans are weak and are always in need of mercy, and
because of this, they tend to attach to those who show them
that emotion, but remember that Allah alone is worthy of our
attachment.

Imagine a situation where we become unwell, and we inform
our friends of our condition. Some may react and show us
mercy, while others are busy and do not show any reaction.
The first to show us mercy becomes endeared to us, yet we
forget that it is Allah who placed the mercy in their heart for
us in the first place. Even if everyone is upset with us and has
forsaken us, know that Allah’s mercy is always constant on
us. When we are in need of mercy, all we need to do is flee to
the Owner of mercy and ask Him. This is how simple it is, and
we would not have to stand in line to receive the mercy,
rather we will be the first one each time.

The first word Adam (peace be upon him) was taught to say
was ‘Alhamdulillah” (All praise be to Allah) and the first words
he heard were ‘May Allah have mercy on you.” This shows us
that Allah is the First to show mercy to mankind.

When we show mercy to others, it is because we ourselves
have a need, even if that need is to increase in good deeds.
However, when Allah shows us mercy, it is not out of any
need because He is free from all needs. His mercy is pure;
hence, it is required from us to be pure and sincere to Allah
and single Him out in worship.
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And ordain for us good in this world, and in the Hereafter. Certainly we
have turned unto You." He said: (As to) My Punishment | afflict therewith
whom | will and My Mercy embraces all things. That (Mercy) | shall ordain
for those who are the Muttagoon, and give Zakat; and those who believe in
Our Ayat.20

Allah is not only first but is vast in His mercy. The punishment
of Allah is restricted, though the mercy of Allah is by default.
The amount of it depends on the obedience of a person and
their servitude towards Him.

We must flee towards Him for mercy, and show mercy to
those around us, including the self, by doing good deeds,
abstaining from sins, and following the Sunnah {practice of
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

5. Allah is The First - In Ability

Allah is the First in ability and power. Allah has complete
ability to control His creation as He wills. The decree is the
ability and power of Allah, and He knows every matter in
detail before it was even written in the Preserved Tablet. Allah
disposes the affair of His creation in a precise measure by
His wisdom and complete knowledge. Although Allah has
complete ability towards His creation, He deals with us by His
pardoning and forgiveness, which shows His perfection.

20 Surah Al ‘Araf 156
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Have you not seen how your Lord spreads the shadow. If He willed, He
could have made it — still — But We have made the sun its guide.?!

Pondering over the signs of Allah around us should make us
reflect on His great ability. He is the One Who created the sun
and from the sun, He created shade, which have many uses
for man. No one can create shade if Allah takes away the

light of the sun.
(O1F CE N I

Verily! Our Word unto a thing when We intend it, is only that We say unto it:
"Bel" and it is.22

Allah is the First in His ability and when Allah intends a thing
to come into existence, He commands it to just "be”, and this
command is sufficient for it to come into existence.

When a new invention occurs in this life, people are
impressed with the one who created or discovered it first, but
one needs to remember that Allah is Al Awwal (The First). It is
Allah Who expands the mind of a human being, and places
them in certain decrees, so they reach a point where they are
able to make a new discovery or new invention. This is all
from Allah.

Allah gave us various abilities, but the first ability that man
needs to work on, is the ability to discipline the self (xS~

i 1. Alloh gave every human the ability to discipline

himself, whether to stop himself from doing something
harmful or to get him to do something beneficial, yet most

21 Surah Al Furgan 45

22 Surah An Nahl 40



people overlook this important matter and follow desires of
the self which leads it to its own loss.
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But as for him who feared standing before his Lord, and restrained himself
from impure evil desires, and lusts. (40) Verily, Paradise will be his abode.
4nz
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6. Allah is The First - In His Hearing and Seeing
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He merges the night into the day (i.e. the decrease in the hours of the night
are added to the hours of the day), and He merges the day into the night
(i.e. the decrease in the hours of the day are added to the hours of the
night). And He has subjected the sun and the moon, each runs its course
for a term appointed. Such is Allah your Lord; His is the kingdom. And
those, whom you invoke or call upon instead of Him, own not even a Qitmir
(the thin membrane over the date stone). (13) If you invoke (or call upon)
them, they hear not your call, and if (in case) they were to hear, they could
not grant it (your request) to you. And on the Day of Resurrection, they will
disown your worshipping them. And none can inform you (O Muhammad
(%)) like Him Who is the All Knower (of everything). (14)24

25 Surah An Naziat 40-41

24 Surah Fatir 13-14
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Anything worshipped besides Allah does not own a thing,
neither do they control the keys of the universe nor can they
hear or respond to those who call on them. We need to make
Allah Awwal (First) in our worship and our attachment, as He
alone is worthy of our worship.

The Seeing and Hearing of Allah is unique and perfect, and it
is not comparable to any of His creation. It is complete,
without weakness or limitations.
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There is nothing like Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.25

Allah is above the seven heavens, He rose over the Throne in
a manner that suits His majesty, yet He can hear and see all
that occurs on earth. There are no boundaries to the Hearing
and Seeing of Allah. He hears all the sounds, and sees all the
movements, even the movement of the blinking of our eyes,
the gushing of the blood inside our body, all the while no
sound overpowering another sound. He hears everything
distinctly and distance and volume does not affect His
perfect Hearing. It is easy for Allah to be able to hear all the
sounds, without it causing any disturbance.

Allah created us and knows our weaknesses, and there are
many things that we cannot see and hear, such as the
angels, jinn (creation made of fire), microbes, and so forth.
Humans are limited in processing matters and cannot cope
with so much input; therefore, Allah has restricted our hearing
and sight to protect us.

25 Surah Ash Shura 11



Allah is Al Awwal (The First) in His hearing and seeing. There
is no secret, whether it is our deepest thoughts or feelings, all
is known to Allah Al Awwal, (The First). Nothing in the
heavens and the earth is hidden from Him, and there is no
delay in His Hearing. When we understand this reality, it
should make us turn to Him first, for our every need, and
devote our worship to Him alone.

Also, knowing that Allah is Awwal (First) in His seeing and
hearing, motivates us to use our senses to increase in
knowledge and faith. We must not use our eyes and ears for
misguidance and disobedience, because these senses are a
direct channel to the heart, and whatever we hear and see
will affect it. Sometimes we may see unwanted things without
caring too much about it, but it may affect our heart and
eventually reach our limbs.
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Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden
things), and protect their private parts (from illegal sexual acts). That is
purer for them. Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what they do
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Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts conceal.26

Our religion is complete protection for our well-being, and
commands us to be cautious of our eyes and ears because it
is a means for either reward or punishment for us.

26 Surah Ghafir 19
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Have they not travelled through the land, and have they hearts wherewith
to understand and ears wherewith to hear? Verily, it is not the eyes that
grow blind, but it is the hearts which are in the breasts that grow blind.2”

7. Allahis The First - In His Response
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And when My slaves ask you (O Muhammad (%)) concerning Me, then

(answer them), | am indeed near (to them by My Knowledge). | respond to
the invocations of the supplicant when he calls on Me (without any
mediator or intercessor). So let them obey Me and believe in Me, so that
they may be led aright.28

The ayah (verse) above illustrates that Allah immediately
responds to the one who calls on Him, and there is no gap
between an invocation and the response from Allah.

Humans have many needs, and they reach out to others in
the hope of receiving a response from them, but are often
disappointed with the outcome. Sometimes others may
simply not respond, or they respond late, or the response
may be inadequate. In such moments of desperation, we
must remember that Allah is the first to respond to us, hence
we must attach to Him during ease and hardship.

27 Surah Al Hajj 46

28 Surah Al Bagarah 186
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The situations Allah puts us through are to increase us in faith
because nothing happens without a purpose. Difficulties
happen in life, for us to reflect on how easily we can call on
Allah, and how quick He is in responding to His slaves.

Allah is The First to hear and respond to us, and we do not
need to explain our situation because He already has full
knowledge of it.
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Is not He (better than your gods) Who responds to the distressed one,
when he calls on Him, and Who removes the evil, and makes you inheritors
of the earth, generations after generations? Is there any ilah (god) with
Allah? Little is that you rememberl!29

Allah responds to the one who is desperate, as if they have a
‘special’ hotline. The response of Allah to the believers is of
closeness and care, and surely distinct from His response to
others. But when a disbeliever is caught in the middle of the
sea and all his other channels of aid are cut-off, Allah will still
help him when he purely calls on Him.

Allah always responds to the needs of His creation, all at the
same time, without a pause or delay in His response. There is
none like Him.This knowledge gives mankind security and
hope, that they can call upon their Lord at any time, and they
will have a guaranteed response. However, we must be first
in our response to His commands too, which is obligatory on
us

29 Surah An Naml 62
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Impacts of Knowing Al Awwal N\

Knowledge of the Names of Allah requires us to act, else, that
knowledge would not be of benefit to us. We go through
various decrees in life, and sometimes we may go through
hardships and tests, and the best way to navigate through all
these situations is by knowing Allah by His names and
attributes, and being the first to submit to Him.

In Surah (Chapter) Aali- Imraan, Allah commands us to race
towards Him and His forgiveness. This attachment and
realization of our own weakness and neediness of Allah is
actually our salvation.

Let us look at this ayah (verse) in detail:
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And march forth in the way (which leads to) forgiveness from your Lord,
and for Paradise as wide as are the heavens and the earth, prepared for
Al-Muttagoon 30
Hasten to (ls—e,L ) we must be foremost in our approach to

Allah, as if in a race towards the forgiveness of Allah.

Seeking forgiveness (i,44 ). we are encouraged to race

towards seeking forgiveness and not delay the repentance,
which will make us amongst the successful ones.

30 Surah Al Imran 133
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It was narrated by Anas that the Messenger of Allah (&) said: “Every son

of Adam commits sin, and the best of those who commit sin are those who
repent.”!
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And those who, when they have committed fahisha (illegal sexual
intercourse) or wronged themselves with evil, remember Allah and ask
forgiveness for their sins; and none can forgive sins but Allah - And do not
persist in what (wrong) they have done, while they know.32

The above hadith (narration) and ayah (verse) remind us
that we are weak, and prone to mistakes, but what is
required from us is to repent and race towards Allah swiftly,
and seek His forgiveness. Allah looks at our hearts, and if we
possess a heart that returns to Him in repentance, then this
will be a means of our nearness to Him and forgiveness.

Allah is the First to know, when we commit a sin, therefore we
must be truthful with ourselves and not make excuses for our
shortcomings. The halal (permitted) and haram (forbidden)
are clear, but when we come across a situation where we are
unsure of whether something is permissible or not, the heart
may feel discomfort and we may want to hide it. The Prophet
(&%) advises that a sin is a matter that causes discomfort in

the heart if one does it, and one does not want people to
know about it.

31 Sunan Ibn Majah Book 37, Hadith 4392.

32 Surah Al Imran 135
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‘| asked the Messenger of Allah (&%) about virtue and sin and he replied,

“The essence of virtue is (manifested in) good morals (Akhlaaq) whereas
sinful conduct is that which turns in your heart (making you feel
uncomfortable) and you dislike that it would be disclosed to other people.33

Our goal is jannah (paradise) and the pleasure of Allah,
hence if we are truthful, this requires certain actions from us:

1. Be the first in doing good deeds (,aadl -8 Js¥1): take the

initiative to be foremost in doing good deeds, and if
others follow that example, we will also receive the
reward for their good actions. The first to do a good
deed or to initiate a good deed has multiple rewards.

2. Be the first in showing excellence when dealing with
people: we must not expect from others something
beyond their scope. Allah places us in situations with
different types of people, in order to nurture and
upgrade our behavior.

33 Muslim 1898.
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There are three levels when dealing with people as
mentioned in an ayah (verse) in Surah (Chapter) Aadli-

Imraan.
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who repress anger, and who pardon men; verily, Allah loves Al-Muhsinoon
(the good - doers).34

Suppress the anger: we need to accept that there will be
people in our lives that may anger us, which is a natural
emotion, but we must control our response by
suppressing the anger seeking the pleasure of Allah.

Pardon the people: the next level is to pardon the one
who wronged us.

Show ihsan (excellence): the highest level is to deal with
those who wrong us in an excellent manner. Allah loves
those who deal with others in excellence.

The foremost, (Sabigoon), are the first in doing good, and the
ones who are always looking to improve themselves and
working towards ihsan (excellence).

In the beginning of Surah (Chapter) Al Muminoon, the
characteristics of the believers who attain paradise are
mentioned. Further qualities are mentioned in the middle of
the surah (chapter), one of which is they hasten to good
deeds.

34 Surah Al Imran 134
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Verily! those who live in awe for fear of their Lord; (57) And those who
believe in the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations,
etc.) of their Lord, (58) And those who join not anyone (in worship) as
partners with their Lord; (59) And those who give that (their charity) which
they give (and also do other good deeds) with their hearts full of fear
(whether their alms and charities, have been accepted or not), because
they are sure to return to their Lord (for reckoning). (60) It is these who
hasten in the good deeds, and they are foremost in them [e.g. offering the
compulsory Salat (prayers) in their (early) stated, fixed times and so on].
(61)35

These verses show us that those who know Allah will hasten
in doing good deeds, and they will want to be the first in all
good actions.

Allah teaches us His name Al Awwal (The First), in order for
us to be the first and foremost in doing good deeds.
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Verily! those who live in awe for fear of their Lord.3¢

35 Surah Al Mu'minoon 57-61

36 Surah Al Mu'minoon ayah 57
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Those who are foremost in knowing Allah have fear as a
result of that knowledge ().
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It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves that fear Allah.37

The more knowledge one has of Allah, the more he will fear
Him. This is a higher level of love, where they fear displeasing
their Lord due to their love of Him.

Mushfigeen (M) are those who fear Allah and are

submissive in their state. They do not want the justice of
Allah, rather they hope for His favour. These feelings keep
them on edge while in this life, always striving to do all that is
pleasing to Allah because they know they can never do
enough. Knowing Allah Al Awwal (The First) removes
arrogance and laziness. Such believers feel a state of fear, as
they know they cannot fulfill the rights of Allah, and that they
can lose their faith or it can be taken away. However, they do
not lose hope, rather, they remain in a state of apprehension
as they do not trust themselves, and are fearful about
remaining firm at the moment of death. Such a state of heart
makes these believers race forward and be the first in doing
good deeds.

N I P
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And those who believe in the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs,
revelations, etc.) of their Lord,38

37 Surah Fatir 28

38 Surah Al Mu'minoon ayah 58



We always need to go back to the Qur'an and strengthen our
foundation. We need to reflect on the universal signs that
Allah has mentioned in the Quran, which will increase us in
faith.

20 AL A7 Bl
) 58 1 0l
And those who join not anyone (in worship) as partners with their Lord.3?

Such believers do not fall into shirk (associating partners with
Allah). They live their life in awe of their Lord, and they know
that nothing else can compare to His perfection. These are
the sincere worshippers of Allah (mukhliseen); they are pure
in their belief, utterances and actions.
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And those who give that (their charity) which they give (and also do other

good deeds) with their hearts full of fear (whether their alms and charities,

have been accepted or not), because they are sure to return to their Lord
(for reckoning).40

Even when they do any good deeds, they are still afraid.
Their qualities start and end with fear. They are afraid when
they pray, fast, give sadaqah (charity), that their deeds may
not be accepted due to their flaws. Their heart is full of fear
(Hjé;j) and humility because of their great magnification of

Allah.

\xt
These are the ones who are foremost. The first ‘0

with Allah is the one who hastens with his heart.

39 Surah Al Mu’minoon ayah 59

40 Surah Al Mu’minoon ayah 60
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On the Day you shall see the believing men and the believing women their
light running forward before them and by their right hands. Glad tidings for
you this Day! Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein
forever! Truly, this is the great success! (12) On the Day when the hypocrites
men and women will say to the believers: "Wait for us! Let us get
something from your light!" It will be said: "Go back to your rear! Then seek
a light!” So a wall will be put up between them, with a gate therein. Inside it
will be mercy, and outside it will be torment.” (13) (The hypocrites) will call
the believers: "Were we not with you?" The believers will reply: "Yes! But you
led yourselves into temptations, you looked forward for our destruction;
you doubted (in Faith); and you were deceived by false desires, till the
Command of Allah came to pass. And the chief deceiver (Satan) deceived
you in respect of Allah."” (14) So this Day no ransom shall be taken from you
(hypocrites), nor of those who disbelieved, (in the Oneness of Allah Islamic
Monotheism). Your abode is the Fire, That is your maula (friend — proper
place), and worst indeed is that destination. (15) Has not the time come for
the hearts of those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic
Monotheism) to be affected by Allah’s Reminder (this Qur'dn), and that
which has been revealed of the truth, lest they become as those who
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received the Scripture, and the term was prolonged for them and so their
hearts were hardened? And many of them were Fasiqin (the rebellious,
the disobedient to Allah). (16) Know that Allah gives life to the earth after
its death! Indeed We have made clear the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses,
lessons, signs, revelations) to you, if you but understand. (17)4

The Name of Allah Al Awwal (The First) teaches us to strive
to be among the foremost. In the hadith of the 70,000 who
enter paradise without account and torment, ‘Ukasha asked
the Prophet (g&) to be among them, and he said ‘you will be

among them’. Then another one asked to be among them,
and the Prophet (&) said ‘Ukasha preceded you’.
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| heard Allah's Messenger (&) saying "From among my followers, a group

(0 70,000) will enter Paradise without being asked for their accounts, Their
faces will be shining like the moon." 'Ukasha bin Muhsin Al-Asadi got up,
lifting his covering sheet and said, "O Allah's Messenger (54) Invoke Allah

for me that He may include me with them.” The Prophet (&) said! "O Allah!

Make him from them.” Then another man from Al-Ansar got up and said,
"O Allah's Messenger (£&)! Invoke Allah for me that He may include me

with them.” On that Allah’s Messenger (&%) said, ""Ukasha has preceded
you to it". 42

41 Surah Al Hadid 12-17

42 Sahih al-Bukhari 5811.
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A multitude of those (foremost) will be from the first generations (who
embraced Islam). (13) And a few of those (foremost) will be from the later
generations. (14)43

Although we are many generations after the Companions, we
can ask Allah to make us among the few who are the
foremost from the later generations. The way to reach this
level of the foremost is by purity of the heart in obedience
and submission to Allah.

43 Surah Al Wagiah 13-14
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Allah Al Akhir (53 &
The Last

Who is Al Akhir?

This life is the ‘awwal (the first) and the outcome on the Day
of Judgement is the ‘akhir(the last). Every pleasure and
every delight of this life will be cut-off on that Day, but akhir
(LA means it will be everlasting and there will be no end to it.

In paradise, the life of the people will continue in the same
state, and there will be no end to it. Akhir does not only refer
to the end or the cessation of a matter, but it means there is
nothing after it.

Allah is Al Awwal (The First) and He brings opportunities to
us, but we need to make the pleasure of Allah our goal, in
order to reach the goodness of the everlasting akhirah
(hereafter). The hypocrites did not make Allah their goal, but
instead made people their goal, hence they lost the
Hereafter.

Meaning in the Language (ssalll aall) N\

The meaning of (A1) is:
1. To delay

2. To come after

5. To end

4. The opposite of first




The word (A1) “Akhir’ also has a primary meaning;

5. That which remains, (x3L)

In time, quality, place, and in the final word.

Time (,L—1I): for example, ‘the time remaining until the
prayer’
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And a party of the people of the Scripture say: "Believe in the morning
in that which is revealed to the believers (Muslims), and reject it at the
end of the day, so that they may turn back.#4

Quality/Type (Legsll):
Oilewie

Then We drowned the rest45

Place (,lsL1): for example, “seats remaining emptuy.

Final word (2311 ,21)1 the last word which remains.

44 Surah Al Imran 72

45 Surah Ash Shu’ara 66
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Their way of request therein will be SubhdnakaAlldhumma (Glory to You, O
Allah!) and Salam (peace, safety from evil) will be their greetings therein
(Paradise)! and the final/close of their request will be: Al-
HamdulLilléhiRabbil-'Alamin [All the praises and thanks are to Allah, the
Lord of 'Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists).46

Allah is Al Akhir (The Last) in His judgment, there will be
witnesses and intercessors but in the end, it is only by Allah’s
mercy that one can enter paradise.
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Then Allah, Exalted and Great, would say: The angels have interceded, the
apostles have interceded and the believers have interceded, and no one
remains (to grant pardon) but the Most Merciful of the merciful. He will
then take a handful from Fire and bring out from it people who never did
any good.#

46 Surah Yunus 10

47 Sahih Muslim 183
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Meaning in the Religion

1. Allah is the Last by Himself, there is nothing
after Him (La¥)).

Allah is Al Awwal (The First) and there is no one before Him,
He is Al Akhir (The Last) and no one comes after Him, and
these Names surround us in time. So the Name of Allah Al
Akhir (The Last) gives us conclusion, which means nothing
comes after Him, and whatever He decides and decrees is
the final word.

Every existence has an end, but Allah is The Last with no end,
whether it is in His existence or His attributes. Everything will
perish and die except Allah.

s )
(Ogbegein

Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will perish.
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And the Face of your Lord full of Majesty and Honour will remain forever.48

Whatever is with Allah will remain and last, but matters of this
world will all perish, even emotions. When someone praises
us, the feeling of pleasure will fade with time, and this is true
for any feeling, whether it is love, sadness, grief and so forth.
But when Allah praises someone, then it remains and if He
dispraises anyone then it remains, unless the person changes
for the better.

48 Surah Ar Rahman 27-27



When everything perishes, Allah remains, and His reward and
punishment remain. When we do good deeds for Allah it will
remain, but when we do good deeds for other than Him, then
it will not benefit us. When we make Allah our life goal, it will
free us from attaching to other than Allah.
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Whoever works righteousness, whether male or female, while he (or she) is
a true believer (of Islamic Monotheism) verily, to him We will give a good
life (in this world with respect, contentment and lawful provision), and We
shall pay them certainly a reward in proportion to the best of what they

used to do (i.e. Paradise in the Hereafter).49

The verse above shows us that when our destination is Allah,
then all the matters of our life will fall into place. When we
submit to Allah, our issues get resolved. Submission means
instead of digging deep into finding a solution, we submit to
Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir (The First, The Last). He is the One
Who will bring the means to solve our problems, and He is Al
Akhir (The Last), the One Who will bring the result.

49 Surah An Nahl 97



One of the duas (invocations) before sleeping which shows
us Allah is Al Akhir (The Last):

“If you take to your bed, then perform ablution, lie on your right side and
then supplicate (below)..If you then die, you will die upon the fitrah (natural
disposition); so let these words be the last you say (before going to bed).”
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O Allah, I submit my soul unto You, and | turn my face towards You, and |
totally rely on You, and | entrust my affair unto You, in hope and fear of
You. Verily there is no refuge nor safe haven from You except with You.

believe in Your Book which You have sent down and in Your Prophet whom
You have sent.50

This invocation shows the submission of a believer to Allah.
One of the reasons we are restless and unable to fall asleep
is due to thinking about our problems, but when we submit to
Him and make Him our end goal, then it will solve all our
matters. Babies fall asleep quickly, because everything is
delegated to Allah. The People of the Cave slept for 309

years, as they had left their homes in awe and submission to
Allah.

Every matter ends with Allah, and He is the Highest in
example. No matter how much knowledge we have, there will
always be someone else with more knowledge, until we reach
The Knower of the Seen and Unseen.

50 Sahih al-Bukhari 6311
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but over all those endowed with knowledge is the All-Knowing (Allah).5!

Mankind will all perish and will be held to account for their
actions. Allah alone will decide the final destination of each
person, and His will be the final decision.
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And the stupor of death will come in truth: "This is what you have been
avoiding! (19) And the Trumpet will be blown — that will be the Day
whereof warning (had been given) (i.e. the Day of Resurrection). (20) And
every person will come forth along with an (angel) to drive (him), and an
(angel) to bear witness. (21) (It will be said to the sinners): "Indeed you
were heedless of this, now We have removed your covering, and sharp is
your sight this Day!” (22) And his companion (angel) will say: "Here is (this
Record) ready with me!” (23) (Allah will say to the angels): "Both of you
throw into Hell, every stubborn disbeliever (in the Oneness of Allah, in His
Messengers) — (24) "Hinderer of good, transgressor, doubter, (25) "Who
set up another ilah (god) with Allah, Then both of you cast him in the
severe torment.” (26) His companion (Satan — devil)] will say: "Our Lord! |
did not push him to transgression, (in disbelief, oppression, and evil deeds)
but he was himself in error far astray.” (27) Allah will say: "Dispute not in
front of Me, | had already, in advance, sent you the threat. (28) The
Sentence that comes from Me cannot be changed, and | am not unjust to
the slaves.” (29) On the Day when We will say to Hell: "Are you filled?" It will
say: "Are there any more (to come)?" (30) And Paradise will be brought
near to the Muttagoon not far off. (31) (It will be said): "This is what you
were promised, - (it is) for those oft-returning (to Allah) in sincere
repentance, and those who preserve their covenant with Allah (by obeying
Him in all what He has ordered, and worshipping none but Allah Alone, i.e.
follow Allah’s religion, Islamic Monotheism). (32) "Who feared the Most
Gracious (Allah) in the Ghaib (unseen) and brought a heart turned in
repentance (to Him - and absolutely free from each and every kind of
polytheism). (33) "Enter you therein in peace and security — this is a Day of
eternal life!" (34) There they will have all that they desire — and We have
more (for them, i.e. a glance at the All-Mighty, All-Majestic ) (35)52

52 Surah Qaaf 19-35
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Allah is the Creator and the Legislator and He is the only One
Who can give the description of those who will be cast into
the hellfire. Allah tells us that they are great deniers,
persistently stubborn and doubt Allah. They are devoted to
other than Allah, and it is the attachment to other than Allah
(shirk), that gives a person such qualities. No matter how
much the disbelievers deny, and however great their
numbers, Allah is Al Akhir (The Last), and the final decision
rests with Him.

The dweller of the hellfire will accuse shaitan (devil) for his
misguidance, but he will throw the accusation back to the evil
doer, by saying that he did not force a person to transgress,
rather man willingly followed his whispers. Therefore, the
people of hellfire will have no one to blame but themselves.

Such discussions in the hereafter will come to a close when
Allah will command the end of the argument, and remind the
evil doer that warnings were sent to him in life, but he did not
take heed. This shows the kindness and justice of Allah,
where He does not punish anyone until fair warnings have
been sent to them. The final Word of Allah will not change, He
is Al Akhir (The Last). The truth does not change and
anything that opposes the truth will perish.
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The Prophet (g&) said, "The people will be thrown into the (Hell) Fire and it

will say: "Are there any more (to come)?' (50.30) till Allah puts His Foot over
it and it will say, 'Qati! Qati! (Enough Enough!)"'s3

53 Sahih Al Bukhari Book 65, Hadith 4848



As for paradise, Allah will bring it close to the muttageen
(pious slaves who act seeking the pleasure of Allah). It is a
privilege when something is brought to someone. This is what
they have been promised and this is their everlasting
residence.

Paradise is promised to those who always return to Allah in
repentance, because they know Allah is Al Akhir (The Last).
These are people who guard the commands of Allah, with
themselves, their eyes, ears and chastity. They fear Ar
Rahman (The Most Merciful), and always return to Him in
obedience and repentance. These are the qualities of the
people of paradise. It will be said to them, “Enter it with
peace.”

Allah Al Akhir (The Last) The One Who remains will give
eternity to the people of paradise, and whatever they desire,
forever. Allah will not only give them what they wish, but also
give them the ability to see the Face of Allah, which will be
the greatest delight for the dwellers of paradise.

When we deal with Allah, there is always vastness involved,
whether it is His mercy or any of His attributes, there is a
stability and consistency to it. When we look at the sea or the
sky, we cannot grasp the end or beginning. Similarly, when a
person begins to study the Quran, the verses have much
depth and vastness which show the greatness of the speech
of Allah.



2. The Return Is to Allah Alone

All the creation, all judgements and decisions return back to
Him. In order for the means to be effective, it must return
back to Him. Problems and solutions return back to Him, and
the intercession returns back to Him.

When we are stuck in a rut, then we must return back to the
Words of Allah and the Sunnah (practice of the Prophet (&4).

The matter will be judged because no decision can come
after it.

Sometimes we see a problem that seems to always reappear.
That is because we did not make Allah Al Akhir (The Last),
when we fail to do that, then the pain will continue to recur.
Because we did not return to the ultimate One Who settles
and judges a matter, and instead went to other means, which
is why the problem remained unresolved and prolonged.

Any difficult situation we face will end with Allah Al Akhir (The
Last) and not with the help of worldly means.

When Allah Al Akhir (The Last) resolves an

issue, it will never return again because He \/d/
consoles and removes the feeling. There R
are times, we come back to a sin again

and again, but going back to Allah Al

Akhir (The Last) puts an end to it



Impacts of Knowing Allah Al Akhir

We must submit to the name of Allah Al Akhir (The Last)
because His command is final and His word is all that
remains. We must make Allah our goal and the One Whom
we refer back to. And we must never stop at someone else’s
judgement. When we submit easily, then matters are
resolved easily. Submission to Allah is a conclusion and
solution for all commands and prohibitions in the religion. We
must hear and obey at once, because we all will have to
submit either willingly or unwillingly to Him; therefore, it is
wiser to do so willingly without delauy.

When we do not know Allah Al Akhir (The Last), we become
rigid and frustrated when things do not go according to plan.
But when we know that Allah is Al Akhir (The Last) we will
accept that He alone is The One in charge of all affairs and
every decree.

Allah is Al Awwal (The First) Who initiates and brings the
means to us, and He is Al Akhir (The Last) to show us the
results of those means, and the judgment and the conclusion
of all matters. When we know these Names of Allah, we will
be flexible in our approach to life. Just as water takes the
shape of any ‘vessel’, we too need to accommodate changes
that Allah ordains. We cannot progress if we do not return
matters back to Allah Al Akhir (The Last).

When we make up our mind regarding something, we must
perform istikhara (prayer of seeking counsel) and return
back to Him.



For any knowledge we are unaware of, we must say “Allah
knows best.”

We must not judge because Allah Al Akhir (The Last) is the
ultimate judge.

We must not drag matters with people and keep them
hanging indecisively without giving them closure.

We must ask Allah for a good end to all matters and for our
life to end in the best way.
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SHIRK

Associating Partners or Rivals with Allah

Shirk is to ascribe a partner or rival with Allah in
His lordship or in His worship.

Shirk in His Lordship: We affirm that Allah is The Creator, The
Sustainer, and The Provider. However, if a person believes
there is any other creator or sustainer besides Allah, then this
person has associated with Allah another partner.

Allah is The First, He is the Last and the only Provider. When
we receive a gift, the person who gives it to us is only a
means through which we receive it, whereas it is Allah Al
Awwal (The First) Who initiates the gift for us. He is the First
to place such feelings in that person’s mind to gift us with
something, to provide him money to buy it, the
transportation to reach it, the factory to produce it, and so
forth.

Major shirk (associating partners with Allah) is to create a
rival with Allah. For example, if it rains, a person says to
someone, “you came and brought us the rain” This is
impermissible and is akin to creating a rival with Allah in His
actions. Rain only falls by the command of Allah and no
other creation has a share in His actions. When a person is
promoted or demoted at work, we look at the means of that
change, but it is Allah Who elevates whomever He wills and
humiliates whomever He wills according to His perfect
wisdom and knowledge.



Shirk (associating partners with Allah) can be with the heart,
through devotion, fear, attachment, hope and so forth.

Shirk in His worship: This kind of worship may sometimes be
outward, such as those who worship idols and graves, or the
dead or absent. Or it may be hidden, such as those who put
their trust in other gods besides Allah, or the shirk and kufr of
the hypocrites.

Shirk in dua (invocation): Allah commands us to call on Him
alone. When we know Allah is Al Awwal (The First) then we
will go to Him first and He is Al Akhir (The Last) because His
pleasure is our ultimate goal. Shirk occurs when we invoke
anyone other than Allah. Feelings of humility should be for
Allah alone.

Shirk in love: Allah created our heart to love Him and worship
Him, because He alone is the only one who is perfect in all
attributes.

If we claim that anyone other than Allah has perfect
attributes and magnify them, we will have raised them to a
level that does not suit the creation. When we make Allah Al
Akhir (The Last) in our love then we will not love anyone
more than Him.

Shirk in intention: Allah Al Awwal (The First) is the One to tell
us about intentions and worshipping Him and He is Al Akhir
(The Last) to make our intentions for Him alone. Any deed to
be accepted as a righteous good deed must fulfill two
conditions, sincerity in intentions and following the way of the
Prophet (gi).



'\ Shirk in fear: Allah is Al Akhir (The Last), the only One we

need to fear. The reason behind the fear of committing a sin,
is the fear of displeasing Allah, and fearing His punishment.
People fear magicians and the evil eye, but Allah is Al Awwal
(The First) and is the Only One worthy of being feared. If
Allah protects us, no harm can touch us, and this faith in Allah
gives us security.

Shirk in tawakkul (reliance): we cannot rely on or trust
anyone after Allah because He is Al Akhir (The Last). He is Al
Awwal (The First) because He is the All-Knowing of every
decree that takes place.

Riya’a (wanting to show off good deeds): this is to show off in
worship, hoping for the praise of the people. This is minor
shirk (associating partners with Allah). Allah is Al Awwal (The
First) and He is the One Who commanded us to be sincere in
our devotion to Him. Allah is Al Akhir (The Last) and He is the
One whose praise we seek. If we desire the praise of the
creation, then this shows that we have not made Allah our
Akhir (Last).

Shirk (associating partners with Allah) traps a person like a
spider web. Just as a spider web is transparent and hard to
see, shirk is something we cannot easily recognise and we
may fall into it unknowingly. The Prophet (g&) taught us to
seek refuge with Allah from shirk and not feel secure from it.
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O Allah | seek refuge with You should | commit shirk with You while | know
and | seek Your forgiveness while | do not know.>4

54 Al Adab Al Mufrad 716
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“ Allah Adh Dhahir (,aUa1)
The Most Apparent

Who is Adh Dhahir?

Meaning in the Language (ssalll aall) = \L

The meaning of jalk)):

1. The word (5¢k) as a verb means to appear (L)

2. (gail), to be made clear.

3. (as5,)) to be raised higher, (k) which means to come up.

4. The root word is (L—¢k) which means the back. Our back

supports us and keeps us upright. When we have support
it helps us to be established. The back is also compact and
solid (Lle).

5. (Llall) means dominance and supremacy.

6. Another meaning is (i1l 4 ¢Lk) which means unseen. Our
back gives us support but it is not in our field of vision.

Allah is very clear and apparent in many ways. He gives us
support, yet we do not see Him. He is the One Who provides
and sustains us, but is hidden from our sight.
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There are things in life which are apparent (,alk), such as the

sun, moon, the sky, and so forth, and then there are matters
which are unseen, such as the cells in our body. There is
information around us that is made clear to us, and there is
information which is hidden from us, until Allah permits us to
know. Sometimes there may be illnesses within our body that
we may be unaware of, but is only brought to our attention
due to a different aliment. There are many things hidden that
Allah has kept from us due to His wisdom. Allah is Adh
Dhahir (The Most Apparent) and He knows the right time for
certain information to be revealed to us. Therefore, if Allah
has concealed certain matters from us, we need to accept
that it is good for us, and not try to uncover those matters.



The following are interpretations of the Name of Allah Adh
Dhahir (The Most Apparent) by the scholars:

1. Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent) is the One
Who knows everything (Lele s JS (ole yallall)

There are no secrets hidden from Allah.
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He is the First (nothing is before Him) and the Last (nothing is after Him),
the Most High (nothing is above Him) and the Most Near (nothing is nearer
than Him). And He is the All-Knower of everything.5s

At the same time He is Al Baatin (The Most Hidden). He
knows the finest mysteries which people keep hidden. Both of
the Names Adh Dhahir Al Baatin are connected to
knowledge. Allah knows all that is apparent and hidden in us;
it is all the same to Him.

55 Surah Al Hadid 3
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2. Allah is Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent), ~y
The One Who is the most High, so nothing
can be higher than Him (sgd < 358 Lol

G slel oo )

Allah knows everything because He is above all the creation.
The higher a person’s position, the more he needs to
encompass knowledge. And to Allah belongs the highest
example, He is the Most High, and every attribute of Allah is
the most high. He is the most high in His Mercy, in His
Knowledge, in all His Names and Attributes; and none is
above Allah, He is Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent).
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3. Allah makes it apparent to the mind
with evidence of His existence and

His Oneness (disilang dals sasag oralyu Jsdall jols)

Allah gives us clear, apparent signs in the universe as proof
of His Existence and His Oneness. The Mercy of Allah is
apparent when we see the mercy with which the creation
deals with a newborn baby. Allah clarifies intangible matters
such as shirk (associating partners with Allah) by giving
similitudes in the Quran, so that we are left with no doubt
about the weakness and dangers of committing shirk
(associating partners with Allah). And its abhorrent and
irrational nature is clarified to us.
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These are the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, revelations, etc.) of
Allah, which We recite to you with truth. Then in which speech after Allah
and His Ayat will they believe?56

Allah is the All-Knower and only He can make things clear to
us, even unseen matters.

There are people who are experts in certain fields of the
worldly life, yet that intellect does not avail them to know the
Creator of the heavens and the earth.
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They know only the outside appearance of the life of the world (i.e. the

matters of their livelihood, like irrigating or sowing or reaping, etc.), and
they are heedless of the Hereafter>7

56 Surah Al Jathiya 6

57 Surah Ar Room 7
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Such people make knowledge of the worldly life more
apparent, but the intelligent ones are those who know their
Lord, Allah Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent).

We go through different stages in our lives, where certain
people become important, and they will keep alternating this
position. For a child, the mother might be most important,
and later it may become the teacher, or friends. We know
that a person is apparent in our life, when he is the focal
point of our concern, or discussions, all the while being
devoted to him. However, for a believer, Allah is always the
most important, He his main concern and his attachment,
though He cannot be seen.
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His veil is the light. If he withdraws it (the veil), the splendor of His
countenance would consume His creation so far as His sight reaches.8

The Veil of Allah is light. He is Adh Dhahir (The Most
Apparent), but He does not expose His beauty to the people
as a mercy towards them. We would be unable to withstand
His beauty. So Allah made His Names and Attributes
apparent to us through His signs.

Allah is Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent) in His promises. In
the beginning of Surah Ar Room, Allah informs the believers
about the victory of the Romans over the Persians. He made
this apparent to them before the event even occurred.
Though we cannot see Allah, He is Dhahir (apparent) with His
promises and signs.

58 Sahih Muslim 179



Allah is Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent) by bringing life to
the dead. He is able to give life to dead hearts, as in there
may be a family of disbelievers and Allah brings out from
among them a believer. Another example of how Allah makes
Himself Dhahir (apparent) is when we cannot find a solution
to a problem, or there is a door that is closed on us, Allah Adh
Dhahir (The Most Apparent) can bring forth a solution
making it apparent only He is able to do so.

4. Allah Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent)
is Al Baatin (The Most Hidden) at the
same time (bl ,alk L)

We can never encompass the Names and Attributes of Allah
due to their vastness and our limited understanding. There is
none comparable to Him, and He is unlike His creation, and
no mind can imagine His majesty and beautuy.

Allah is Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent) and there is nothing
above Him, and He is Al Baatin (The Most Hidden) and there
is nothing nearer than Him. These Names surround us in
space. Although He is Al Baatin (The Most Hidden) and we
cannot see Him, He is apparent with the evidences and
actions, which lead to knowledge about Him. There are many
actions of Allah which point to His perfection and oneness,
yet at the same time He is hidden.



5. Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent) is
The Most Strong (@il sa yallall):

Only the strongest can make things apparent. Allah is The
Most Strong and apparent in His signs and proofs. Allah
makes His signs apparent so that people surrender to His
Oneness. Most often, people deny and challenge the
existence and ability of Allah, hence the signs are made
Dhahir (apparent), and yet the disbelievers still turn awau.

6. Adh Dhahir is The Most High by His ability
(68 oo JS 358 (Lol oo ;allall):

No matter how much we plan, our plans can change, to show
us Allah is Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent). Allah is above
everyone else’s plan and thoughts. So a believer should
surrender to His perfect decree. Allah overpowers everything,
and only He is able to change the plans of the people.




I

\
Meaning in the Religion N\

1. Allah is Adh Dhahir (alall &) in Himself (&/4y)

The Most High (!l1)): Allah is The Most High, He is above the

seven heavens, and He rose over the Throne in a manner
that suits His majesty. He is The Most High in all of His names
and attributes. No one can be higher than Allah and no one is
more apparent than Him. Allah is above the seven heavens.
The heavens and earth when compared to the Kursi
(Footstool) is like a ring in a barren desert, and the Kursi
compared to the Throne of Allah is like a ring in a barren
desert. So imagine how great and high is the One Who rose
over the Throne!

We see among the people , some who are merciful, but the
Mercy of Allah is greater and higher. We might see
compassion and love among the creation, but the
compassion and love of Allah are higher. When we see
knowledge, we have to know Allah is the source of all
knowledge.
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but over all those endowed with knowledge is the All-Knowing (Allah).59

59 Surah Yusuf 76



2. He Makes everything apparent (sg-d JI y¢las)

Allah is Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent), and He makes
things apparent. Allah is The Most Generous, and He shows
His generosity to everyone, He is The Most Loving and His
love radiates to the entire creation.

When something is clear then it is because Allah made it
clear, and when something is unclear it is because Allah has
not revealed that matter, and our job is to surrender to Him.

The best way to know the Names of Allah is through His
divine speech, the Quran.

Surah As Saff is one of the musabbihat (surahs which begin
with the glorification (tasbeeh) of Allah)), and in it, the
derivatives of the word (L—¢k) appear twice. As this is a surah

(chapter) which has only 14 ayat (verses); this occurrence is
significant. Surah As Saff follows Surah Al Hadid, as we
mentioned previously, which contains the Names Al Awwal, Al
Akhir, Adh Dhahir Al Baatin. Surah As Saff tells us more about
these names.
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He it is Who has sent His Messenger (Muhammad (&) with guidance and

the religion of truth (Islamic Monotheism) to make it victorious over all
(other) religions even though the Mushrikoon hate (it).60

60 Surah As Saff 9
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So We gave power to those who believed against their enemies, and they
became the victorious (Uppermost).6!

Allah sends messengers to make the truth apparent, and
when we follow the commands of Allah, it makes us
victorious. Whereas the hypocrites are never clear, because
they show something else on the outside and hide something
else within.

Allah is Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent) and He will make a
believer apparent and distinct from his enemies. The
hypocrites think they can deceive people and pretend to be
with the believers, but they will only deceive themselves. On
the Day of Judgement when Allah unveils His Shin and the
believers fall into prostration, the hypocrites will not have that
ability, and they will think no one saw them, and they will
continue in deception. They will continue in the journey until
they reach the Sirat (bridge). The light given to the believers
will continue to illuminate their path, but the light of the
hypocrite will be put out, and a wall will come down
separating them.
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On the Day when the hypocrites men and women will say to the believers:

"Wait for us! Let us get something from your light!" It will be said: "Go back

to your rear! Then seek a light!" So a wall will be put up between them, with
a gate therein. Inside it will be mercy, and outside it will be torment."62

61Surah As Saf 14

62 Surah Al Hadid 13
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And (remember) when Musa (Moses) said to his people: "O my people!
Why do you annoy me while you know certainly that | am the Messenger
of Allah to you? So when they turned away (from the Path of Allah), Allah
turned their hearts away (from the Right Path). And Allah guides not the

people who are Fasigoon (the rebellious, the disobedient to Allah).63

Surah As Saff informs us about our appearance, taking care
of our inner selves and the outer. Some people when
reminded of the commands of Allah, claim that belief
belongs only in the heart. If they were really truthful in their
claim, it would reflect on their limbs. It is not possible for
someone to claim something in the heart truthfully, without it
having an impact outwardly in his actions.
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And (remember) when Isa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary), said: "O Children
of Israell | am the Messenger of Allah unto you confirming the Taurat
(Torah) which came before me, and giving glad tidings of a Messenger to
come after me, whose name shall be Ahmed. But when he (Ahmed i.e.
Muhammad (g&) came to them with clear proofs, they said: "This is plain

magic.64

The Prophets came with the clear message of truth, but
those who did not want to follow the truth, said it was magic!
However, magic is the exact opposite of the truth, as it is
falsehood and something hidden.

63 Surah As Saff 5

64 Surah As Saff 6
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And who does more wrong than the one who invents a lie against Allah,
while he is being invited to Islam? And Allah guides not the people who are
Zalimun (polytheists, wrong-doers and disbelievers) folk.65
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They intend to put out the Light of Allah (i.e. the Religion of Islam, this
Qur'an, and the Prophet Muhammad (&) with their mouths. But Allah will

bring His Light to perfection even though the disbelievers hate (it).66

The Light of Islam and the signs of the religion are made
apparent, even though the disbelievers wish to put out the
light. The truth will continue to shine, regardless of who
follows it. It is in our best interest to follow the truth, as it is
upright. In Surah As Saaf, Allah tells us that He gives support
to the believers, so they become apparent and distinct from
the enemies.

Allah is The One Who makes the good apparent from evil,
and He makes the day apparent from the night.
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Allah will not leave the believers in the state in which you are now, until He
distinguishes the wicked from the good. Nor will Allah disclose to you the
secrets of the Ghaib (unseen), but Allah chooses of His Messengers whom
He wills. So believe in Allah and His Messengers. And if you believe and fear
Allah, then for you there is a great reward.¢’

65 Surah As Saff 7

66 Surah As Saff 8

67 Surah Al Imran 179
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Our duty is to believe in Allah and His Messenger (&), and

He will separate the believers from the evil doers. Allah
clarifies for the believers the actions and speech that are
good, and the ways not acceptable to Allah.
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Those among you who make their wives unlawful to them by (Zihar) (i.e.
by saying to them "You are like my mother's back.") they cannot be their
mothers. None can be their mothers except those who gave them birth.
And verily, they utter an ill word and a lie. And verily, Allah is Oft-Pardoning,
Oft-Forgiving.68
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And (remember) when the Prophet (&) disclosed a matter in confidence

to one of his wives (Hafsah), then she told it (to another i.e. 'Aishah), and
Allah made it known to him, he informed part thereof and left a part. Then
when he told her (Hafsah) thereof, she said: "Who told you this?" He said:
"The All-Knower, the All-Aware (Allah) has told me" 69

The Prophet (&%) said something in secret to Hafsa (may
Allah be pleased with her) and she disclosed it to Aisha (may
Allah be pleased with her) which then became known to the
Prophet (g%). Allah made it apparent to the Prophet (&%) that
his private talk had been shared. When the Prophet (&)
informed Hafsa of what happened, she asked him who
informed him, to which he replied, Al ‘Aleem Al Khabeer (The
All Knower, The All Aware).

68 Surah Al Mujadila 2

69 Surah At Tahreem 3

80



P3

L
A > S Rerr 707 < 2R, TR e
1 3oy 2350 Ao 4 Tl o5 LS B EAS SR A [T )
AN e R~ 2 >377
@M@U).&»«%lﬁ\)&_ﬁ;ﬁ\

- >

If you two (wives of the Prophet (g&)), 'Aishah and Hafsah (may Allah be

pleased with them)) turn in repentance to Allah, (it will be better for you),
your hearts are indeed so inclined (to oppose what the Prophet (peace
and blessings be upon him )likes); but if you help one another against him
(Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him ), then verily, Allah is his
Maula (Lord, or Master, or Protector), and Jibril (Gabriel), and the righteous
among the believers, and furthermore, the angels are his helpers.’0

Hafsa and Aisha (may Allah be pleased with them) both
loved the Prophet (&), but they disclosed his secret. Even
though the secret was a fact, it was not upon them to
disclose it unless the Prophet (g&) himself chose to do so.
Here we see the Name of Allah Adh Dhahir (The Most
Apparent), He has control and power over everything and is
able to bring about something which no one can have
control.

Allah is The Guardian of the Prophet (&&). When the believer

is with Allah Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent), He will assign
angels as support for him.

70 Surah At Tahreem 4
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Allah is High in Overcoming and Dominating all

(ol Tl le)

Allah dominates everyone because He is perfect. The will of
Allah overrides the will of His creation.
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Say (O Muhammad (£%)): "O Allah! Possessor of the kingdom, You give the

kingdom to whom You will, and You take the kingdom from whom You will,
and You endue with honour whom You will, and You humiliate whom You
will. In Your Hand is the good. Verily, You are Able to do all things.”!

If everyone wants to benefit a person but Allah did not will it,
then no one can benefit him. And if everyone is trying to
harm a person but Allah did not will it, then no one can harm
him. The decree and the will of Allah is supreme and
dominant above all the creations. Our purpose is to accept
His decree willingly and submit to Him.

Allah Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent) nurtures us with
perfection because He sees from an all-encompassing
perspective. Allah is the Provider and He knows what is good
for us today and what is good for us tomorrow. Allah is The
One Who places the boundaries and rules, and it is best for
us because He is The All-Wise, The All-Knower.

71 Surah Al Imran 26



He is The Most Apparent in His Signs (oYL yalall)

Although we cannot see Allah, He is apparent to us through
His signs.

From the impacts of the Name Adh Dhahir (The Most
Apparent) is that He will make the signs clear by proof or
evidence. In Surah Al Bagarah, there is a story of a man who
had doubts about the resurrection, therefore Allah caused
him to die and then brought him back to life, so that he could
have certainty that Allah is able to do all things.

If a person does not accept the signs, then greater signs will
be shown to him. No matter how much a person tries to
suppress or disregard a sign, more signs will be unveiled and
made apparent and visible to him.

Take the examples of Yusuf (peace be upon him) who was
innocent and Allah proved his innocence more than once to
his people, and Firaun (Pharaoh) was obstinate and was
shown signs upon signs in order to submit. This is how Allah
Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent), makes apparent the truth
from falsehood, and the innocent from the guiltu.

Allah is Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent), and He makes
apparent the claims of a person, to prove their truthfulness.
Allah places us in situations to show whether we are true in
our claim. For example, when we see someone losing
patience with his or her child, we may immediately judge and
think of how impatient they are, and the next day we go
through the same situation, where our wisdom and patience
were nowhere to be seen. Allah is Adh Dhahir (The Most
Apparent) will soon show us proof of our claim. Therefore we
must be mindful of judging others.
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Do people think that they will be left alone because they say: "We believe,”
and will not be tested.”?

We often claim to love someone for the sake of Allah, which
is a huge claim. And because this is an assertion of sincerity,
we will be put to the test in order to prove the truthfulness of
it. The claim is a great one, as we are taking the Name of
Allah and hoping for the reward from Him, and He is Adh
Dhahir (The Most Apparent), fully able to know the weight of
our claim, and to make it manifest.
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On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), who
said that the Messenger of Allah (&) said:

Allah will say on the Day of Resurrection: Where are those who love one
another through My glory? Today | shall give them shade in My shade, it
being a day when there is no shade but My shade.”3

This shows us that when we love one another for the sake of
Allah, this love does not distract us from His majesty and
greatness, because Allah is the most prominent in our lives.
The reward for such is very high, because the efforts in the
life were also immense. It is easy to just verbalise and say “I
love you for the sake of Allah”, but saying this is a kind of
worship and a person will be tested on the truthfulness of
those words.

72 Surah Al ‘Ankaboot 2

73 Al Bukhari (also by Malik)
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Who must we choose to love and befriend
for the sake of Allah?

Y,
N\ /

1.

3.

Someone who is at the same level of understanding/
thinking (3sle). The one who understands matters as they

are, and in accordance to the Quran and the Sunnah
(practice of the Prophet (g&)). They must not be someone
who uses their own inclinations or desires to judge,
overriding the commands of Allah. There are those who
are on the “same page”, those on the same book, the
same line, speaking the same word, and then there are
those who are on a completely different page altogether.
Those who think and feel the same as the other one, are
very rare to find.

Good character (sl—xll ;o s): someone might be at the

same level of understanding but could misbehave or
follow his own desires, or be disrespectful, and so forth.
This is not someone to befriend. Good character is of
utmost importance in a friend.

Should not be rebellious (Fwld y):
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Abu Sa'eed narrated that the Messenger of Allah (g%&) said: "Do not

accompany except a believer, and do not serve your food except to
one with Tagwa."74

7 Jami® at-Tirmidhi 2395
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4. Should not be an innovator in the deen (religion) (¢ aie L)

should not be someone who invents something new in the
religion (bida’a).

5. Does not insist on the duniya (worldly life)(laudl gle o ya):

do not accompany someone who is greedy and behind
worldly pleasures. His companionship will be poisonous.

One of the righteous predecessors said, “when there is a tear
in my clothing, | will patch it with up with the same material
and color”, and this is how friends are. If we do not patch it
with a similar material then the garment will not be nice.

Another said, “accompany someone whom you will learn the
deen (religion) from or accompany someone you can teach.”

Another said, “true friends do not get bored when near and
they will not forget one another when far. When you come
close to him, he will come close to you, and when he goes far
away from you, then you will guard him. And the love of his
actions is greater than the love of his words.”

Once Sheikh Al Albani (may Allah have mercy on him) asked
his students, “give me evidence that you love someone
purely for Allah.” One student said, “to love for others what
you love for yourself.” Sheikh Al Albani said this is the impact
of loving.

Then one student said, Surah Al ‘Asr, someone accepts your
advice and you are patient with one other.
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Except those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous good
deeds, and recommend one another to the truth which Allah has ordained,

and abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds (Al-Munkar) which Allah
has forbidden), and recommend one another to patience.’>

When the Companions would depart from one another, they
would remind one another of Surah Al “Asr.

75 Surah Al Asr
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Rights of those who love one another in speech, \’r\\/'

Times when a person should be silent

1.

Do not mention his faults to others (s, KLl le &sSell)

2. Do not disclose any of his secrets (s, i ¥)

Once a friend of Al Hasan Al Basri (may Allah have mercy
on him) found out that Al Basri was going for hajj and he
said he wanted to accompany him. Al Hasan Al Basri said
“woe to you, let us enjoy our friendship with Allah’s
covering, if we travel together then we will see each
other’s faults and may hate each other” They were pure
and truthful in their friendship. Distance is a protection for

everyone.

Do not argue or dispute with him (e—,le— ¥g «tals ¥):

arguments cause hatred. One would want a friend that
supports him in the deen (religion), and not someone who
makes him uneasu.

88



Times when a person must speak, but with affection

1.

To speak sweetly and in the best manner (,LulL sysill): do
not use bad language.

Express your love (duas s, a0 if you truly love someone
then express it.

Call him with beloved names (cLlew¥ ! als €ises)
Praise him (wle <L311): the good word is a sadagah (charity).

Defend him when others speak bad of him (due g4 <e Ll
a person needs to defend and not speak against him.
Advise and teach (aulailly &auaill)

Make dua (invocation) for him (! <Leodl): pray for friends in
their absence.
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Rights of those who love one another in the heort\f‘\L

1. Be loyal and sincere to him (u=d—aYls L34 1I): even if they

pass away, one must still be concerned for his children,
and must still remember him.

2. To think good of him (a1l e s): even if we see something

we dislike from him, we must still give excuses. The shaitan
(devil) will make us see things which are not right, and that
is a test to see if we truly love for the sake of Allah.
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O you who believe! Avoid much suspicion, indeed some suspicions are
sins. And spy not, neither backbite one another.76

Eoasdl O3 3T 56 I3 (36 " edus ale all o all Jols J6

Allah's Messenger (&%) said, '‘Beware of suspicion, for it is the worst of false
tales.”7

3. Be humble (—=lsi11): when we love for the sake of Allah,

there is no arrogance involved. We accuse ourselves of
being wrong instead of others. One of the scholars said “I
see everyone as better than me.”

76 Surah Al Hujuraat 12

77 Sahih al-Bukhari 6724
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Friendship spoilers (sl &l47) <+

1. Too much visiting (=L 1135 <) if we love for the sake of
Allah then visiting often will not increase the love. When a

person is within the boundaries of the Quran and Sunnah
(practice of the Prophet (g&)) then he will be balanced.

Excessive socializing can drag a person to spilling secrets,
backbiting and exceeding the boundaries. The best

gathering is when Allah is mentioned.

2. Excessive love and hate (pastls ol s LI, 8¥1): if we love

someone too much, then we may hate him one day. If we
want to maintain a relationship, then we must love
moderately. If it becomes excessive then we will not be
able to love the same way again, and it will cause

separation.

3. Mixing love with self-desires (Luit Il go adn 11dh 15 o) @
person who does that, does not really love for the sake of

Allah.

4. Too many friends (5leay | e BV it is better to have a

small set of friends, rather than a large circle.

5. Revealing secrets (Ll cas <) revealing too much of

personal secrets can make the friendship lose its value.

6. Obsession with the person (LubJdl Lulit oY1) our heart is

created to attach to Allah alone, if we attach to other than
Him, then we will be tested with that friendship, as we will

have given it a place that it does not deserve.




Allah Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent) makes our reality
clear to us, through His gentle nurturing. The tests and trials

of the duniya (worldly life) bring out our reality.
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

Alif=Lam~-Mim [These letters are one of the miracles of the Qur'dn, and
none but Allah (Alone) knows their meanings.] (1) Do people think that they
will be left alone because they say: "We believe,” and will not be tested (2)
And We indeed tested those who were before them. And Allah will certainly

make (it) known (the truth of) those who are true, and will certainly make
(it) known (the falsehood of) those who are liars, (although Allah knows all
that before putting them to test). (3) Or think those who do evil deeds that

they can outstrip Us (i.e. escape Our Punishment)? Evil is that which they

judge! (4) Whoever hopes for the Meeting with Allah, then Allah's Term is
surely coming. and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower. (5) And whosoever
strives, he strives only for himself. Verily, Allah stands not in need of any of
the Alameen (mankind, jinn, and all that exists). (6) Those who believe [in

the Oneness of Allah (Monotheism) and in Messenger Muhammad (&),

and do not give up their faith because of the harm they receive from the
polytheists], and do righteous good deeds, surely, We shall expiate from
them their evil deeds and shall reward them according to the best of that
which they used to do. (7) And We have enjoined on man to be good and
dutiful to his parents, but if they strive to make you join with Me (in
worship) anything (as a partner) of which you have no knowledge, then
obey them not. Unto Me is your return, and | shall tell you what you used to
do. (8) And for those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah and other
articles of Faith) and do righteous good deeds, surely, We shall make them
enter with (in the entrance of) the righteous (in Paradise). (9) Of mankind
are some who say: "We believe in Allah,” but if they are made to suffer for
the sake of Allah, they consider the trial of mankind as Allah's punishment,
and if victory comes from your Lord, (the hypocrites) will say: "Verily! We
were with you (helping you)." Is not Allah Best Aware of what is in the
breast of the Alameen (mankind and jinn). (10) Verily, Allah knows those
who believe, and verily, He knows the hypocrites [i.e. Allah will test the
people with good and hard days to discriminate the good from the wicked
although Allah knows all that before putting them to test)]. (11)78

78 Surah Al ‘Ankaboot 1-11

93



In these beautiful verses, Allah shows us He is able to make
manifest whatever mankind hides, and He is able to
distinguish the truthful ones from those who make false
claims. Every person goes through tests and nurturing in life
to extract the reality within their hearts. There are those who
want the truth wherever it may be and there are those who
are liars, making false claims of allegiance while their hearts
are opposed to the truth.

(0 S A & S8 S SN

Had We willed, We could have shown them to you, and you should have
known them by their marks; but surely, you will know them by the tone of
their speech! And Allah knows (all) your deeds.”?

Allah knows the believers from the hypocrites and their
reality will be clear after the tests.

79 Surah Mohammed 30



3. Allah Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent)
shows Evidence of His Lordship €y ode dlall

Allah shows us signs of His Lordship to affirm His Oneness of
actions upon His creation. He alone is the Creator, Sustainer
and Disposer of all affairs. He shows us signs of His Lordship
that there is no Lord except Him (&l ¥I o, ¥). For example, no

one has control over the sun and the moon, even the
disbelievers admit to this fact, although they do not submit to
it. They know He is The Creator and Sustainer of the universe.
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And (remember) when your Lord brought forth from the Children of Adam,
from their loins, their seed (or from Adam'’s loin his offspring) and made
them testify as to themselves (saying): "Am | not your Lord?" They said:

"Yes! We testify,” lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection: "Verily, we

have been unaware of this."80

Allah guides people to the truth gently and constantly, even
when the disbelievers deny the signs of Allah, Allah increases
in sending more signs. For example, Firaun claimed to be the
lord most high, so Allah sent more signs to him. The more
the deniers turn away from the truth, the more signs they will
see, even when they close their eyes, the light will shine
through.

(O RSNEATRIP A

All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the Alamin (mankind, jinn
and all that exists.8!

80 Surah Al ‘Araf 172

81 Surah Al Fatiha 2
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Allah has complete control over His creation, and He nurtures
us with His mercy and knowledge. Whenever He wills a
matter, He just says “Be” and it is.

) LFEE S AT 2 T4 4T

Verily, His Command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says to it,
"Be!" and it is!.82

Allah gave us an intellect in order to think and He has
prohibited matters that can deviate our minds from the
correct path. The mind is the guardian of the heart, hence it
needs protection from anything that can make it deficient.
The signs from Allah are in order to show;

1. Evidence of His Divinity (<uasll oLe 21.01): He brings signs to
show us that only He is worthy of worship.

2. Evidence of His Perfection (d< e d1all): Allah brings signs
to show us His perfection.

Allah is Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent) and He shows us
proofs of His existence, divinity, perfection and lordship.
Anything apparent and visible needs to have evidence. For
example, in order for the innocence of Yusuf (peace be upon
him) to be made apparent, there was evidence of the shirt
being ripped from the back and evidence of the wife’s
confession.

Our entire life is evidence of the Oneness of Allah. Allah
shows us through the situations around us that He alone is
the Provider (Al Razzaq). Sometimes, all our means may be
cut off, but Allah can provide us with sustenance in ways that

are unimaginable.

82 Surah Ya Seen 82



The internal change begins within us when the signs are
absolutely clear. How many signs have we seen and ignored?
Allah brings signs to us to show us our weaknesses that we
need to work on, because His Lordship is apparent. The more
we deny the signs, the more apparent they become.

The more we accept His nurturing, the more Allah will expand
our chest to understand matters the correct way. The people
of the hellfire do not confess in this life to their wrongdoings,
but on the Day of Judgement they will confess to every
transgression. It is better to confess our shortcomings in this
life, and not allow our ego to control us.
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And argue not with the people of the Scripture, unless it be in (a way) that
is better (with good words and in good manner, inviting them to Islamic
Monotheism with His Verses), except with such of them as do wrong, and

say (to them): "We believe in that which has been revealed to us and
revealed to you; our llah (God) and your llah (God) is One (i.e. Allah), and
to Him we have submitted (as Muslims)."83

Some of mankind argue to put forward their point, even
when they do not have any proof for their claims. There is no
benefit in arguing with such people, rather we need to
confess and overcome our ego; until we admit our servitude
to Allah.

Our ego becomes apparent when we get nurtured through
people. Allah is nurturing us in order to upgrade us, but if we
ignore the signs then Allah will bring forth more signs to
make it clearer.

83 Surah Al ‘Ankaboot 46



If someone wrongs or abuses us, we need to know that Allah
is Al Haseeb Ar Rageeb (The Reckoner, The Ever-Watchful),
and He tests us through the people around us.
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And We have made some of you as a trial for others: will you have
patience? And your Lord is Ever All-Seer (of everything).84

We are not responsible for the actions of others, but we are
responsible for our own reaction towards them. The moment
we look at the actions of the people, our heart will turn
restless. We are made of body, soul and mind and Islam
came to guard and benefit each component. The pillars of
Islam benefit and guard our body, the pillars of faith benefit
and guard our minds, wherein it provides boundaries to abide
by. If a person does not have boundaries, he will overstep
them. The mind is very powerful and it needs instructions and
boundaries through the Qur'an and Sunnah (the practice of
the Prophet (##)). And ihsan (excellence) benefits our soul by

purifying it.

84 Surah Al-Furgan 25:20



Evidence of the fitra (natural disposition) (8 kil 4¥5)

If we look at the example of the bees and the honey they
produce, we find the purest and best quality of honey is from
the mountains, where the “distractions” are less. From this we
learn that we need moments in solitude to account ourselves
and be reflective of the nurturing in order to change the self.
When “pure” honey is extracted, it brings about a “cure”
Similarly our speech and actions will act as a “cure” and be
effective on others around us when there is purity. The signs
of Allah are apparent, the fitra (natural disposition) is there,
but due to man being preoccupied with unnecessary matters,
he is not able to reflect on the nurturing from Allah, hence
losing sight of the core principle of his natural disposition.
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And If you were to ask them: "Who has created the heavens and the earth
and subjected the sun and the moon?" They will surely reply: "Allah.” How
then are they deviating (as polytheists and disbelievers)?85

Evidence of the nafs (the self) (Lui—¥1 L_¥4): changes in our

nafs (the self) is a great sign that Allah is our Lord. When we
go through certain decrees, our thoughts, mindset, and
emotions all go through changes which show us how Allah Ar
Rabb (The Lord, The Nurturer) is nurturing us. Our emotional
and mental states go through continual change, and there
may be moments where we are laughing and within
moments we may start to cry. Rather than looking at the
outer picture of the laughter or sadness, we need to realize it
is Allah Who makes us laugh and cry. And this changing state
of the nafs (the self) should lead us to believe in the Oneness
of Allah.

85 Surah Al ‘Ankaboot 61
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And that it is He (Allah) who makes (whom He wills) laugh, and makes
(whom He wills) weep.8¢

Evidence in the horizon (3LY/ dys)
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We will show them Our Signs in the universe, and in their own selves, until it
becomes manifest to them that this (the Qur'an) is the truth. Is it not
sufficient in regard to your Lord that He is a Witness over all things?8’
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Allah will keep showing us signs until the truth is manifest in
our hearts. Allah never tires from showing us His signs,
though not everyone will benefit from this guidance. There
are some who will accept the truth, some will cover it, and
some will be hypocrites.

" Evidence of His Divinity (<iasll ole 41411): He brings signs to
show us that only He is worthy of worship. He is the All-
Seeing and All-Hearing Lord who answers the calls of
those who invoke Him.

“ Evidence of His Perfection (LS oLe d1u11): He brings signs
to show us He is perfect, and nothing can affect His
perfection. If we attribute perfection to anything other
than Allah, then for sure, that object that we attributed
perfection to, will be shown to us as flawed and imperfect.

86 Surah A-Najm 53:43

87 Surah Fussilat 53
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4. Allah is Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent) in
His Light

He is dhahir (apparent) and His deen (religion) is dhahir
(apparent). The truth is apparent, like the sun, and it makes
those who accept the truth apparent also. Truth is known with
its light while falsehood is known with its darkness.
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But Allah will bring His Light to perfection even though the disbelievers hate
(it).e8

Allah is the One who makes things apparent to His slaves
through the creation, means and decrees. When things
become clear to us, it expands the heart to accept it.
However, if matters are not clear then we must leave them,
else we may put ourselves in a trial (fitna) because we do not
have complete understanding of it.

A student of knowledge benefits from learning, not only in @
class, but also from situations and decrees. At the right time,
Allah will make things apparent. It is impossible to leave this
life knowing the wisdom behind all our decrees, but on the
Day of Judgement everything will be revealed. From His
mercy, Allah exposes to us our flaws, slowly and gently, in
order to reform and improve our state.

88 Surah As Saff 8



Impacts of Knowing Allah Adh Dhahir N/

When we know Allah by His Names, we will attach to Him
alone, making all our devotion sincerely for Him. The more
we know our Lord, the stronger our devotion will be. Our
actions and utterances, and our reactions to situations must
reflect our belief in Allah.

Knowing Allah Adh Dhahir will make us pleased with Allah
and not deal with Him as if He is not there.

Anything Allah shows us is to support us, forgive us and bring
us opportunities. Sometimes we are reminded of a past sin so
that we may repent and return back to Him.

When there is something that has not been made apparent
to us, then we should not try to “lift the cover” because we
will be unable to handle what we see.

We should worship Allah Adh Dhahir with tawheed and ihsan
(excellence) because He is The Most Apparent and Visible
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- Allah Al Baatin ;bW
The Most Hidden

Who is Al Baatin?

o 73/
Meaning in the Language Y/

The linguistic meaning of Baatin gbLb) ) is:
1. To hide and cover

2. To be discreet and not show-off

3. The inner-lining of clothing
4

. Those who are near the king are called (i=U.) because

they know the secrets of which the general public are
unaware.
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A

Meaning in the Religion N

1. Allah is the Most Hidden Himself from others

Allah is Al Baatin (The Most Hidden) Himself and He is The
One Who has the power to make things hidden. Al Baatin
(The Most Hidden) is the opposite of Adh Dhahir (The Most
Apparent). These two names together show us that Allah
surrounds all matters with His knowledge, therefore we must
rely on Him alone and not delve deep into what Allah has
kept hidden.

He is The Most Hidden from the creation and very discreet,
and cannot be seen in this life, nor can be encompassed.
Only the believers who are worthy of His sight will be able to
see Allah in paradise wherein He will lift His veil. We ask Allah
of His favor. Ameen.

There are certain names of Allah which are hidden from us
until the hereafter because we cannot encompass Him by all
His names and attributes. The Names and Attributes of Allah
are more than 99, and there are some that will be revealed to
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) on the Day
of Judgement when he asks for the intercession.

Allah is constantly doing so much for us, yet He is very
discreet. Someone may give us a gift or offer us help, but it is
Allah Who is in reality behind every aid or means.
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Vision perceives Him not, but He perceives [all] vision; and He is the Subtle,
the Acquainted.8?

89 Surah Al An’am 103



2. Allah is the Most Hidden in His affairs
with others

Allah Al Baatin (The Most Hidden) has kept certain things
hidden from us, because it is not beneficial for us, as in the
case of our organs, the jinn (devils), the angels, the future,
the Last Day and so forth.

This Name teaches us about belief in the unseen. For
example, on the Night of Decree, all our decrees for one year
will be revealed to the angels, but it will not be disclosed to
us.

He knows more secrets about us than we know about
ourselves, but He will never disclose everything about us.
Instead, He will overlook our faults and reform us on the spot.

This tells us that when a matter is kept hidden from us, we
should not delve deeper into it. Because the moment we go
deep into matters, we may witness things that may disturb
us.
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O you who have believed, do not ask about things which, if they are shown

to you, will distress you. But if you ask about them while the Qur'an is being

revealed, they will be shown to you. Allah has pardoned that which is past;
and Allah is Forgiving and Forbearing.90

What is hidden in the darkness of the night and what is bright
and shining during the day are all the same to Allah.

90 Surah Al Ma'ida ayah 101
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It is the same [to Him] concerning you whether one conceals [his] speech
or one publicizes it and whether one is hidden by night or conspicuous
[among others] by day.%t

No one can be nearer to us than Him, yet He is above the
seven heavens, He rose over the Throne in a manner that
suits His Majesty.
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And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad], concerning Me - indeed |
am near.92

He knows our intentions, our deepest thoughts and needs
and He is fully aware of all situations. No one can encompass
this kind of knowledge and no one can handle going deep
into a human mind or body.

Allah tests people through their inner most intentions, and the
secret is unveiled through the trials they face. When a person
is given a position, he will be tested and his reaction will show
the reality, whether he was truthful or hid a falsehood within.
We judge people based on what they make apparent
(dhahir), but for safety and security, the hidden (batin) needs
to be shown through tests.

91 Surah Ar Ra’d ayah 10

92 Surah Al Bagarah ayah 186
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O you who believe! When believing women come to you as emigrants, examine
them, Allah knows best as to their Faith, then if you ascertain that they are true
believers, send them not back to the disbelievers, They are not lawful (wives)
for the disbelievers nor are the disbelievers lawful (husbands) for them. But
give (the disbelievers) that (amount of money) which they have spent [as their
Mahr] to them. And there will be no sin on you to marry them if you have paid
their Mahr (dowry) to them. Likewise hold not the disbelieving women as wives,
and ask for (the return of) that which you have spent (as Mahr) and let them
(the disbelievers) ask back for that which they have spent. That is the
Judgement of Allah. He judges between you. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.
(10) And if any of your wives have gone from you to the disbelievers, (as
apostates and you asked them to return back your Mahr but they refused) —
then you went out for a Ghazwah (military expedition) (against them and)
gained booty; then pay from that booty to those whose wives have gone, the
equivalent of what they had spent (on their Mahr). And fear Allah in Whom you
believe. (11) O Prophet! When believing women come to you to give you the
Bai'éh (pledge), that they will not associate anything in worship with Allah, that
they will not steal, that they will not commit illegal sexual intercourse, that they
will not kill their children, that they will not utter slander, intentionally forging
falsehood (i.e. by making illegal children belonging to their husbands), and that
they will not disobey you in Ma'r0f (Islamic Monotheism and all that which Islam
ordains) then accept their Bai'dh (pledge), and ask Allah to forgive them, Verily,
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (12)93

95 Surah Al Mumtahina 10-12
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In Surah Al Mumtahina, Allah tells the believers to "examine”
the faith of the women before they enter Medina as believers.
This is in order to establish a secure state for the believers. A
person cannot just claim to be Muslim, for the state to
accommodate him, without knowing the truthfulness of his
claim. This is for the security of the Muslim land of Medina.

The women were tested in order to prevent any trial befalling
the Muslims. As those who migrated from Makkah to Medina,
would be granted certain privileges, such as accommodation
and marriage, and it was imperative to establish whether
their migration was sincerely for the religion or for other
gains that were promised
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
When the hypocrites come to you (O Muhammad ((peace and blessings
be upon him), they say: "We bear witness that you are indeed the
Messenger of Allah.” Allah knows that you are indeed His Messenger and
Allah bears witness that the hypocrites are liars indeed. (1) They have
made their oaths a screen (for their hypocrisy). Thus they hinder (men)
from the Path of Allah. Verily, evil is what they used to do. (2) That is
because they believed, then disbelieved, therefore their hearts are sealed,
so they understand not. (3) And when you look at them, their bodies please
you; and when they speak, you listen to their words. They are as blocks of
wood propped up. They think that every cry is against them. They are the
enemies, so beware of them. May Allah curse them! How are they denying
(or deviating from) the Right Path? (4) And when it is said to them: "Come,
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so that the Messenger of Allah may ask forgiveness from Allah for you”,
they twist their heads, and you would see them turning away their faces in
pride. (5) It is equal to them whether you (Muhammad (peace and
blessings be upon him)) ask forgiveness or ask not forgiveness for them.
Verily, Allah guides not the people who are the Fasigin (the rebellious, the
disobedient to Allah) (6) They are the ones who say: "Spend not on those
who are with Allah's Messenger, until they desert him.” And to Allah belong
the treasures of the heavens and the earth, but the hypocrites
comprehend not. (7) They (hypocrites) say: "If we return to Al-Madinah,
indeed the more honourable (Abdullah bin Ubai bin Salul, the chief of
hypocrites at Al Madina) will expel there from the meaner (i.e. Allah's
Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him)))." But honor, power and
glory belong to Allah, and to His Messenger ((peace and blessings be upon
him)), and to the believers, but the hypocrites know not. (8) O you who
believe! Let not your properties or your children divert you from the
remembrance of Allah. And whosoever does that, then they are the losers.
(9) And spend (in charity) of that with which We have provided you, before
death comes to one of you and he says: "My Lord! If only You would give
me respite for a little while (i.e. return to the worldly life), then | should give
Sadaqgah (i.e. Zakat) of my wealth , and be among the righteous [i.e.
perform Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah)] and other good deeds. (10) And
Allah grants respite to none when his appointed time (death) comes. And
Allah is All-Aware of what you do. (11)%4

Allah is Al Baatin (The Most Hidden) and He is able to bring
out all that we hide. Hypocrites try to hide their reality from
people, always looking to impress those around them with
their speech, though their hearts hide the opposite of what
they reveal. They appear to be strong, but in reality they are
cowardly and scared. They are in constant fear of their
falsehood being exposed.

Allah Al-Dhahir (The Most Apparent) Al Baatin (The Most
Hidden) has complete knowledge of every person, whatever
they hide or make apparent, it is all same for Allah. Allah
alone is the One Who can expose the hypocrites, as He alone
knows the hidden matters of the hearts.

94 Surah Al Munafigoon
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In Surah Al Hadid, the imbalance of the hypocrites is exposed
by Allah showing their inward corruption. This teaches us to
be aware and vigilant about the inner condition of our hearts,
and not be concerned about how people perceive us. The
hypocrites are not concerned about their baatin (hidden);
their disbelief is within them, which does not bother them.
Their only concern is their position in the eyes of the people.
Even though hypocrisy is hidden, Allah made it apparent to
the believers. Allah tells us about their speech and what they
do. With a slip of the tongue and a slip of action they become
known and exposed, which acts as a precaution for the
believer. Allah gave them light of the truth, but they
disbelieved after they believed, so hypocrisy became
stamped on them. One of their signs is when they are told to
seek forgiveness, they will turn their heads away in pride.

In order to be protected from hypocrisy, we do not want to
be distracted with wealth and children from remembering
Allah. This means we need to constantly be in the
remembrance of Allah. Nothing should distract us from our
main purpose which is to worship Allah. Rather, our wealth
and children must be used as a means to reach Allah.

The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) dealt with
people according to what they made apparent to him
through their speech and actions, but their hearts and
intentions are only for Allah to judge.

Hypocrisy is the worst evil, that can destine a person to the
lowest pit of the hellfire. Hence it is something we need to
seek refuge in Allah from, and not feel secure from it. A
person who is cautious about falling into hypocrisy will
always check his intentions, and seek refuge with Allah,
whereas the one who feels secure will fall into heedlessness.



Despite being the wife of a prophet, the wife of Lut (peace be
upon him) fell into the grave sin of hypocrisy, outwardly
appearing to be a Muslim, but inwardly supporting disbelief;
therefore we must be cautious.



Impacts of Knowing Allah Al Baatin LU

Knowing Allah Al Baatin (The Most Hidden) should prepare us
for tests as Allah places us in situations to bring out our real
faith. The obedience and submission of an individual is
proven through difficulties. Allah places us in certain decrees
in order to purify us from our weaknesses, and if we do not
benefit from this nurturing, then on the Day of Judgement
there will be trials to purify us.

No matter how long a person hides something within from
jealousy, hypocrisy, hatred or shirk, eventually it will get
exposed, because Allah Al Baatin (The Most Hidden) will
bring it out. The longer something negative remains inside
the heart, such as hatred or pride, the uglier it gets when it is
exposed. We need to be cautious of our inner feelings
because Allah is watching us, and nothing can be hidden
from Him.

Allah Al Baatin (The Most Hidden) is the All-Knower of all
muysteries. He knows what we hide, He knows our motives
and our intentions.

It is important that we do not judge people based on what is
apparent because many of their hardships and battles may
be hidden from our knowledge. Allah alone knows the truth
of every heart, and it is from His Mercy that our hearts are
not exposed to others. We praise and thank Allah for keeping
many of our matters hidden from the people, as it would
have been difficult to deal with the people around us if our
reality were to be exposed.



Adh Dhahir (The Most Apparent) teaches us that we must not
go to fortune-tellers to know the future, as such matters are
hidden in the first place, and going to them is forbidden and
will only cause disturbance. Allah Al Baatin (The Most Hidden)
knows the truth of all decrees and commands.
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O you who believe! Verily, among your wives and your children are your
enemies (who may stop you from the obedience of Allah), therefore
beware of them! But if you pardon (them) and overlook, and forgive (their
faults), then verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (14) Your wealth
and your children are only a trial, whereas Allah! With Him is a great
reward (Paradise). (15) So keep your duty to Allah and fear Him as much
as you can; listen and obey; and spend in charity, that is better for
yourselves. And whosoever is saved from his own covetousness, then they
are the successful ones. (16) If you lend Allah a goodly loan (i.e. spend in
Allah’s Cause) He will double it for you, and will forgive you. And Allah is
Most Ready to appreciate and to reward, Most Forbearing, (17) All-Knower
of the unseen and seen, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. (18)%5
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We cannot grasp the reality of all that surrounds us, but Allah
alone encompasses us and He makes matters apparent at
the time He chooses, and He keeps certain matters hidden
from us as mercy.

We need to be aware of our weaknesses and distractions, in
order to be cautious and observant.

The verses above remind us that our spouses and children
affect our faith and nurturing, and in order to move forward
we must pardon, overlook and forgive because they are the
ones worthy of our pardoning.

Other things which can distract us apart from children are
wealth. They appear to be blessings from the outside, but
can turn out to be tests for us. In order to distinguish a
blessing from a test, we need to observe whether it helps us
grow in faith or makes us more distant from Allah. If it
increases us in faith then it is a blessing. However, if it
decreases our faith and distracts us from worshipping Allah,
then it is a test for us. Therefore we need to have tagwa
(piety) of Allah in all our dealings in order to protect the
blessings that Allah has bestowed upon us.



“Final Note

We ask Allah to always make us true slaves to Him in all
times and all places. May Allah relieve all our debts. All
praises are due to Allah.

SUPPLICATION TO RELIEVE ALL OUR DEBTS
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Abu Hurairah (<e il os,) said: “The Messenger of Allah (sl wle 4l sls)
used to order that when one of us went to sleep, he should say: ‘O Allah,
Lord of the heavens and Lord of the earths, and our Lord, and the Lord of
everything, splitter of the seed-grain and date-stone, and Revealer of the
Tawrah and the Injil and the Qur'an. | seek refuge in You from the evil of
every evil that You are holding by the forelock. You are the First, there is
nothing before You, You are the Last, there is nothing after You, and The
Apparent, there is nothing above You, and You are The Hidden, there is
nothing below You. Relieve me of my debt, and enrich me from poverty.%

96 Sahih Muslim 2713
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Knowledge of the names of Allah gives us clarity in the life of
this world and is the means of attaining security and peace,
both in this world and the Hereafter. In this series, we examine
the Names of Allah so that we may know Who He is, attach to
Him and love Him.
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