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SECTION ONE

INTRODUCTION
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WE LEARNED FAITH BEFORE THE QUR'™AN
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It was narrated that Jundub bin 'Abdullah said: We were with
the Prophet (alus 4le & a) and we were strong youths, so we

learned faith before we learned Qur'an. Then we
learned Qur'an and our faith increased there

Sunan Ibn Majah Book 1, Hadith 64



SECTION TWO

THE MERITS OF ISLAM

ISLAM IS THE MOST COMPLETE RELIGION.

There is no doubt that Islam is the most complete and the most
accepted by the sound fitra (natural d|sposmon) and the right mind.
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Surah Al Maeda [5:3]



ISLAM IS THE ONLY RELIGION WHICH IS
ABLE TO PROVIDE THE NEEDS OF BOTH
BODY AND SOUL.

It does not call for a person to toil in work such that he is like a
machine nor does it call for a person to be overly spiritual such that
he neglects this life. Also, it does not call for a person to indulge in
temptations and materialism either.

ISLAM IS THE ONLY RELIGION WHICH IS
FREE FROM COMPLICATIONS AND
CONTRADICTIONS.

Allah says:

(o) T emaledt antydsd Al e 5 5655

Surah An Nisa’'a [4:82]



ISLAM IS THE ONLY RELIGION WHICH IS
ABLE TO SOLVE THE MOST COMPLEX
PROBLEMS OF HUMANITY.

It contains the correct beliefs about Allah, the universe and the
human being. Also, it contains rules regarding different aspects of life
from worship to economic matters, dealings and relationships with
people that help organize one’s life.

ISLAM IS THE ONLY RELIGION WHICH IS
ABLE TO CONVINCINGLY ANSWER ALL THE
QUESTIONS.

Islam is the only religion which is able to convincingly answer the
guestions which baffle many humans: “Why am | created?e What is
the waye Where will | go?2”



ISLAM IS A DIVINE RELIGION SET UP BY
ALLAH.

Islam is not a religion set up by a human, but it is a divine religion set
up by Allah. It is the most correct and the best in beliefs, manners,
worships, dealings, and rules which govern the self and rules as a
whole.
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ISLAM IS A COMPLETE WAY OF LIFE
WHICH BRINGS ABOUT A GOOD EXAMPLE.

Islam is a complete way of life which brings about a good example
of an advanced society and dignified human with the best and
highest of manners. It brings about justice in a society and honor to
humanity.

Surah Al Maeda [5:50]

Surah Aal Imran [3:85]



SECTION THREE

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF FAITH IN THE
LANGUAGE AND THE RELIGION®
FAITH IN THE LANGUAGE

Belief

FAITH IN THE RELIGION

BELIEF IN THE HEART
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WHAT ARE THE PILLARS OF FAITH
WITH EVIDENCE?®
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EVIDENCE FOR THE PILLARS OF FAITH
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He (Jibreel) then enquired: "Tell me about Iman." He (alus 4le &l ola) said: "It s

to believe in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers and
the Last Day and that you believe in preordainment

(destiny), its bad and good consequences.”s

S Riyadh As Saliheen, Muslim, Book 1, Hadith 60



DOES FAITH INCREASE OR DECREASE
AND WHAT IS THE EVIDENCE
Faith increases % and decreases

with obedience ——<« with disobedience

It increases with good deeds and decreases with sins.

EVIDENCE FAITH INCREASES AND DECREASES
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Surah Al Anfal [8:2]

Surah Al Fat'h [48:4]



EVIDENCE FAITH DECREASES

Part of a longer hadith:

WHAT ARE THE REASONS WHICH CAUSE
FAITH TO INCREASE AND DECREASE®?
REASONS FAITH INCREASES

~ Doing what Allah commands from good deeds and worships of
the heart, limbs and to giving charity.

~~ Among the good deeds are:
o Praying the five obligatory prayers
o Reciting the Qur'an
o Remembering Allah
o Supplicating to Him
o Commanding to what is good and forbidding what is evil
o Being dutiful to the parents
o Connecting with family and relatives
o Being good to the neighbors

» Honoring the guest

Sunan an-Nasa'i 5008



~ And other good deeds, including worships of the heart such as:
Fearing Allah
Hoping from Him
Loving Him
Being patient
Being grateful
Being pleased with Him
Returning to Him at all times

Entrusting Him

REASONS FAITH DECREASES

Committing sins

Transgressing

Being heedless and not remembering Allah

Mingling with bad companions



HOW MANY LEVELS ARE THERE OF
BELIEVERS AND WHAT ARE THEY?®?
THE BELIEVERS ARE THREE LEVELS

I FOREMOST TO DOING GOOD (eshesl JI oysislul)

WRONGING THEMSELVES (sgwis¥ osollls)

1. FOREMOST TO DOING GOOD (whuadl Ul yeisladl): they are

the ones who established performing the obligations and what is
recommended. They left what is prohibited and what is disliked.

they are the ones who had

shorfcomings in performing the obligations and staying away
from the prohibitions.

WRONGING THEMSELVES (egwss¥ (sallb): they are the

ones who mixed good deeds with bad deeds, yet then there is
no shirk (associating with Allah another partner).
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (b ool

WHAT DOES ALLAH AFFIRM ABOUT HIMSELF¢

WE BELIEVE in the Lordship of Allah that He is The Lord,
The Reformer, The Nurfurer, The Creatfor, The King, and The
Disposer of all affairs.

WE BELIEVE in the Divinity of Allah that He is the One

True God whom we devote ourselves to and attach to Him out
of love and magnification. He is The One truly worthy of being
worshipped and anything else being worshipped besides Him is

false.

WE BELIEVE in the Names and Attributes of Allah as
mentioned in the Qur'an and Authentic Sunnah. All His names
are beautiful and all His attributes are complete and most high.

WE BELIEVE in Allah’'s Oneness that He has no partner in

His Lordship nor His Divinity nor His Names and Aftributes. As
Allah says:

o T,
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Lord of the heavens and the earth, and all that is
between them, so worship Him (Alone) and be constant
and patient in His worship. Do you know of any who is
similar fo Him?¢ (of course none is similar or coequal or
comparable to Him, and He has none as partner with
Him). [There is nothing like unto Him and He is the All-
Hearer, the All-Seer].?

@ WE BELIEVE there is no one like Allah because of His
perfect attributes.
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The Creator of the heavens and the earth. He has made
for you mates from yourselves, and for the cattle (also)
mates. By this means He creates you (in the wombs).
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer,
the All-Seer.
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To Him belong the keys of the heavens and the earth, He
enlarges provision for whom He wills, and straitens (it for
whom He wills). Verilyl He is the All-Knower of
everything.10

7 surah Maryam [19:65]

10 surah Ash Shura [42:11-12]



WE BELIEVE Alah speaks as He wills, whenever He wills, in
whatever way He wills.

WE BELIEVE His Words are the most perfect and true in
news, just in rulings, and best in speech. Allah says:

WE BELIEVE the Quran is the Word of Allah which He

truly spoke. He cast it to Jibreel (Gabriel) who brought it down
upon the heart of the Prophet (alus wle 4l slas).

WE BELIEVE Alahis the Most High, above His creation,

He is in the Highest position Himself, and all of His attributes are
the Most High. Allah says:

/’/} /’l /} -
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Surah Al Ana’am [6:115]

Surah An Nisa'a [4:87]

Surah Al Baqarah [2:255]



©@ WE BELIEVE ineverything the Prophet (alces 4lc 4l sla)

informed us about Allah, that He comes down to the lowest
heaven in a manner that suits His majesty in the last third of
every night, and He says,

@ WE BELIEVE Alahis pleased with what He ordained from
actions and speech and hates what He has prohibited from

actions and speech.

@ WE BELIEVE inthe following about Allah:
4 g
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@ WE BELIEVE the believers will see their Lord on the Day of
Judgement. Allah says:

ooy £, .
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Sahih al-Bukhari 1145

Surah Al An’aam [6:103]



@ WE BELIEVE in all that Allah has affrmed about Himself
and what the Prophet (sl wle 4l sLa) has affirmed regarding

His perfect Names and Attributes.

° However we do not say or believe the attributes of Allah to
be like the attributes of the creation.

* We do not say “how is it that Allah’s so and so attfribute..2”.

° We do not negate any of the attfributes which Allah has
affirmed about Himself.

no sleep or slumber overtakes Him, for He
has the perfect life, He is The Ever-Living Who never dies.

He is not unjust to anyone due to His perfect
justfice.

He is never heedless of the actions of His
slaves due to His perfect watchfulness and encompassing of
everything.

Surah Al Qiyamah [75:22-23]



nothing in the heavens or the earth can tire
or disable Him due to His perfect knowledge and power.

A % 2~ 7 : CRY f
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in negating all that Allah negated about
Himself and which the Prophet (alws wle 4l sls) Nnegated about

Him. This also includes not speaking about matters which Allah
and the Prophet (alus wle aif 4ls) did not speak about.

Surah Ya Seen [36:82]



BELIEF IN ANGELS (dsislb olasgl)

WE BELIEVE in the angels whom Allah created. They
worship Him and obey Him. Allah tell us they are:
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Allah also says:

M{ P ’i’/ ~_ .‘/ LR I >
Q\y‘u}w.ﬁbcﬁa@u&o;@'y,amua)

/};,/ ////,l/ /.ui/}y/}

@ujﬂ\() Iy \¢J>WA

WE BELIEVE the Angels have been assigned tasks.

Surah Al Anbiya [21:26-27]

Surah Al Anbiya [21:19-20]



AMONG THE ANGELS WE KNOW ARE

JIBREEL (Gabriel) who is entrusted with the Revelation. He
takes it down from Allah to His Messengers and Prophets.

MIKAEEL (Michael) who is entrusted with rain and
vegetation.

ISRAFEEL who is entrusted with blowing the trumpet on the
Day of Judgement. The first blowing will cause everyone to
die and the second blowing is when the body and souls will
be reunited.

-20 -



BELIEF IN THE BOOKS (wasib olasgl)

WE BELIEVE Allah sent down books upon His
messengers as proof to the people and to act on it wherein
they will find judgement and purification.

AMONG THE BOOKS WE KNOW ARE

The Great QUR AN which Allah sent down upon Mohammed (Lo
luwg ale dlll).

The TAWRAIT (Torah) which Allah sent down upon Musa (Moses)
(peace be upon him).

The INJEEL (Gospels) which Allah sent down upon Eisa (Jesus)
(peace be upon him).

The ZABOOR (Psalms) which Allah gave to Dawud (David) (peace
be upon him).

WE BELIEVE the Quran is brought down by Allah on
His Prophet Mohammed (al—ws wl—< dl oL—s) who is the final
messenger.
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Surah Al Baqarah [2:185]
-21 -
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Allah abrogated all of the previous books by revealing the
Qur'an and He is in charge of protecting it from any changes
because it will remain as a proof for the people until the Last
Day.

As for the previous books, they were relevant for a temporary
time, but due to the changes made in them, they are
abrogated when the next book is revealed.

Surah Al Maeda [5:48]

Surah Al Hijr [15:9]
_99-



BELIEF IN THE MESSENGERS (Ll olesdl)

WE BELIEVE Allah sent messengers to the creation.
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- \&U‘ﬁ\"gd;f /q,')“‘)q;;‘“\}“‘)

1/79&“!/ ~ (7 /)\7’///6/"51

W) leSa- e anl 085 Yo )

WE BELIEVE the first messenger is Nuh (Noah) (peace
e upon him) and the last is Mohammed (sl wle &l (ls). The
best of all messengers is Mohammed (sl wl< 4l (Ls), then
lorahim, then Musa, then Nuh and then Eisa, son of Maryam —
peace be upon them all.

WE BELIEVE the legislation sent down upon
Mohammed (al—ws wl < 4l oL ) encompasses all the best
elements of the previous legislations sent down upon the
messengers.

Surah An Nisa'a [4:165]
-23-



WE BELIEVE all messengers are humans created by
Allah and they have no attributes of Lordship whatsoever.

WE BELIEVE they are all slaves of Allah whom He has

honored by making them messengers, and by describing
them and praising them for their servitude and worship to
Him.

WE BELIEVE Allah ended the message with the
sending of Mohammed (sl wle 4l sLs) to all people.

WE BELIEVE the legislation of Mohammed («wle bl ol
al—ws) is the religion of Islam (submission fo Allah alone) which
Allah is pleased for His slaves and which Allah will not accept
besides it. As He says:

Surah Aal Imran [3:19]
S04 -



BELIEF IN THE LAST DAY (¥ psgl lag))

WE BELIEVE the Last Day is the Day of Judgement
when there will be no day after it. All the people will be
resurrected and remain alive forever, either in an abode of
delights or in an abode of painful torment.

WE BELIEVE inthe resurrection in which Allah will bring
back to life all the dead. This will take place when the angel
Israfeel will blow a second time in the trumpet.

WE BELIEVE the book of records for each person will
either be received from the right or from behind to the left.

WE BELIEVE the scales will be placed on the Day of
Judgement and no one will be wronged that Day.
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WE BELIEVE inthe Pool of the Prophet (alws «le 4l L)

(The Kawthar) whose water is whiter than milk, sweeter than
honey, and better smelling than musk.

WE BELIEVE in the Sirat (bridge thinner than a hair
and sharper than a sword) which is drawn over the hellfire.
The people will have to cross it and they will pass it according
to their deeds in this life.

WE BELIEVE all that we have been informed about
the Last Day in the Qur'an and Sunnah is sufficient for us.

WE BELIEVE intheintercession of the Prophet (dl sl s
plesg aile).

WE BELIEVE in paradise and hellfire. Paradise is the

abode of delights which Allah has prepared for the believing,
pious slaves. The hellfire is the abode of forment which Allah
has prepared for those who disbelieved and wronged

themselves. Paradise and hellfire now exist and will not perish.

WE BEAR WITNESS to paradise just as it has been

withessed by eyes or its description as mentioned in the
Qur'an and Sunnah.

Surah Al Mu’minoon [23:102-103]
-6 -



WE BEAR WITNESS to the hellfire just as it has been

witnessed by eyes or its description as mentioned in the
Qur'an and Sunnah.

WE BELIEVE in the trial of the grave when the
deceased will be asked about their Lord, their religion and

their prophet.
/,}.; 1’ \/’o ,i’,‘ [ 35 v / 11}11 S w”r
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THE BELIEVER WILL SAY

© My Rabbis Allah

® My Religion is Islam

@ My Prophet is Mohammed (alu wle <l L)

Surah Ibrahim [14:27]
_97 -



WE BELIEVE in the delight of the grave for the
believers.

WE BELIEVE in the torment of the grave for the
wrongdoers and disbelievers.

-28 -



BELIEF IN THE DECREE -
GOOD AND BAD OF IT (opdgoms il olasgl)

WE BELIEVE in the decree, good and bad, which
Allah has decreed for the creation according to His perfect
knowledge and wisdom.

WE BELIEVE Alah has given the slaves free will and

ability to act. The wrongdoer cannot blame Allah's decree
for his disobedience.

WE BELIEVE evilis not attributed to Allah because of
His perfect mercy and wisdom. Thus there is no evil in His
decrees. As the Prophet (sl wl < 4l (L) said:

Sunan an-Nasa'i 897
-9 -



SECTION FIVE

TAWHEED
Aol

@ WHAT IS TAWHEED ¢

TAWHEED: it is to single out Allah in worship, lordship, divinity,
and names and attribute.

-30-



HOW MANY TYPES OF TAWHEED
ARE THERE AND WHAT ARE THEY?®

TAWHEED AR ROOBUBIYAH
(ONENESS OF LORDSHIP)

\ 1

EVERS]
- TAWHEED
TAWHEED AL ASMA'
WA SIFAAT TAWHEED AL ULOOHIYA
(ONENESS OF NAMES ) . (ONENESS OF DIVINITY)

AND ATTRIBUTES)

THREE TYPES OF TAWHEED

TAWHEED AR ROOBUBIYAH (ONENESS OF LORDSHIP):

to believe in singling out Allah Ar Rabb with creating,
providing, and disposing of all affairs. It is to single out Allah Ar
Rabb with His actions alone with no partners.

TAWHEED AL ULOOHIYA (ONENESS OF DIVINITY): to
single out Allah in worship alone with no partner.

TAWHEED AL ASMA’ WA SIFAAT (ONENESS OF NAMES

AND ATTRIBUTES): to single out Allah alone with the Names
and Attributes as He has confirmed in the Qur'an and Sunnah.
There is no one who joins Him in any of His names and
aftributes. His names and attributes are neither negated, nor
changed, nor do they resemble the creations.

-31 -
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THERE IS NO ONE WORTHY OF WORSHIP BUT ALLAH

WHAT IS THE WORD OF TAWHEED
AND THE STRONGHOLD WHICH THERE

IS NO SALVATION EXCEPT BY IT¢

The WORD OF TAWHEED is: “There is no one worthy of
worship except Allah and Mohammed is the Messenger of
Allah” ()l Jouw) saxe dll 31 41 3).

WHAT DOES “THERE IS NO ONE
WORTHY OF WORHSIP" (dlidldly)

AFFIRM AND NEGATE?®

|y is negation.
H This is to negate anything
THERE IS NO ONE worshipped besides Allah
WORTHY OF WORSHIP and nu\lifyimg its worship.
d.fJIiI is affirmation.
£ This is to affirm
EXCEPT ALLAH the worship of Allah alone

with no partners.

-32-



WHAT IS THE EVIDENCE TO SINGLE
OUT ALLAH ALONE IN WORSHIP IN

THE QUR'AN AND SUNNAHG®

EVIDENCE IN THE QUR'™AN
< rreZ z “ =7~
(PR CT S ean s 4N 2|63

And (remember) when lbrahim (Abraham) said to his father and his
people: "Verily, | am innocent of what you worship,

() 2 836 8 s )

"Except Him (i.e. | worship none but Allah Alone) Who did create me,
and verily, He will guide me."28

EVIDENCE IN THE SUNNAH

Joks plass aule alll Glo @l Jo25 Eatas JB ol 52 wcllls ol 002
CLLHUQAUA.)J.QJLAJ).QSng“ﬂd“ JB &5 "
e Blass 4835 dls a3
| heard the Messenger of Allah (‘,Lﬂ«_“‘l: il wls) say: HE Who

professed there is no god but Allah and made a
denial of everything which the people worship
besides Allah, his property and blood became

inviolable, and Allah is the one to account him. 27

28 surah Az Zukhruf [43:26-27]

27 sahih Muslim 23
- 33 .



WHAT IS THE MOST MAJESTIC
COMMAND COMMANDED BY ALLAH
AND WHAT IS THE GREATEST
PROHIBITIONZ®

commanded by Allah

he is to single Him out
MOST MAJESTIC alone in worship
COMMAND (tawheed).
The is to commit shirk (to
GREATEST associate with Him in

PROHIBITION worship).

-34-



WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
WORD OF TAWHEED?
THE WORD OF TAWHEED IS
The originand FO UND ATIO N  of the religion. By it the

heavens and the earth are established and all the creations
have been created. As Allah says:

(ot oy E2aE

The key to SALVATION from the hellfire and the way to
enter paradise.

The HEAVIEST ON THE SCALE on the Day of

Judgement.

Surah Adh Dhariyat [51:56]
-35-
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CONDITIONS OF “THERE IS NO ONE
WORTHY OF WORSHIP EXCEPT ALLAH"

CONDITION

KNOWLEDGE which
01 banishes IGNORANCE

(Joxl) 3Lall al2tl)

CERTAINTY which
02 banishes DOUBTS
((EEATIR TN W )

ACCEPTANCE which
03 banishes REJECTION

(350 Bl Josill)

SUBMISSION which
04 banishes LEAVING
(il SLal sLeisdl)

51 surah Mohammed [47:19]
32 surah Al Hujurat [49:15]
33 Surah As Saaffat [37:35]
54 surah An Nisa'a [4:65]

EVIDENCE
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So know that La ilaha ill-Allah (none has the right to be worshipped
but Allah)3!
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Only those are the believers who have believed in Allah and His
Messenger, and afterward doubt not32

R GO yf&&\m}x”'

Truly, when it was said to them: La ilaha ill-Allah "(none has the right to
be worshipped but Allah)," they puffed themselves up with pride (i.e.
denied if).33

£
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But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they make you
judge in all dispufes between them, and find in themselves no
resistance against your decisions, and accept (them) with full
submission.34
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35 surah Al Bagarah [2:8]
36 surah Az Zumar [39:2-3]
37 Surah Mohammed [47:9]
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And of mankind, there are some (hypocrites) who say: "We believe in
Allah and the Last Day" while in fact they believe not. 35
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So worship Allah (Alone) by doing religious deeds sincerely for Allah's

sake only,
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Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and the obedience) is for Allah
only.36
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That is because they hate that which Allah has sent down (this Quran
and Islamic laws, etc.), so He has made their deeds fruitless.3”
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IMPACTS OF BELIEF IN ALLAH

MAGNIFICATION OF ALLAH. This will push a person to fulfill
the obligations and leave the prohibitions.

LOVE OF ALLAH. Also love of obedience, love of people of
believe and love of remembering Allah.

FEAR OF ALLAH. This brings about magnifying, loving,
submitting and attaching to Allah alone in fimes of difficulties.

ENTRUSTING ALLAH and firmness of the heart in times of fear.
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SHYNESS IN FRONT OF ALLAH. He sees us when we disobey
Him.

Surah Aal Imran [3:173-174]
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SINCERITY in worship of Allah.
PIETY towards Allah and following His legislation.
ATTAINING PARADISE and safety from the hellfire.

FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
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TRUTHFULLY FOLLOWING the Prophet (alus 4de &l sla).
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Surah Ta Ha [20:82]

Surah Aal Imran [3:31]
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SECTION SIX

SHIRK AND ITS DANGERS
oslazg sl

@ WHAT ARE THE TYPES OF SHIRK?®

THERE ARE TWO TYPES OF SHIRK

1. Maijor shirk
2. Minor shirk

DEFINE MAJOR SHIRK, ITS RULING,
DEPICTIONS OF IT, AND ITS IMPACTS.

FIRST: DEFINITION OF MAJOR SHIRK

2 To take a rival with Allah and make him equal in Allah's
Lordship, Divinity or Names and Aftributes.

SECOND: RULING OF MAJOR SHIRK

o Itis the greatest nullifier of one's Islam, the most major of alll
maijor sins, and the greatest injustice.
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THIRD: DEPICTIONS OF MAJOR SHIRK
To believe a creation knows the unseen (except what Allah has

already revealed to His Messengers).

To direct any type of worship to other than Allah such as
supplication, seeking refuge, seeking help through the dead,
offering a sacrifice, or vowing to other than Allah.

To believe the rules of mankind are better than the rules of Allah
or are equal to each other.

To believe Allah is Three in One.

To worship the graves by calling on the dead, seeking their help,
sacrificing for them, and making vows on their behalf.

FOURTH: IMPACTS OF MAJOR SHIRK

The one who dies on major shirk and did not repent while he
was dlive is not forgiven.

Surah Lugman [31:13]
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Outside the fold of Islam.

Deeds are not accepted from the one who commits shirk with
Allah.

It is forbidden for a Muslim to marry a Mushrik (one who
associates with Allah another partner).

The one who dies on shirk would not be washed, shrouded,
prayed upon or buried in the graveyards of the Muslims.

Eternal hellfire if one dies on major shirk and did not repent
during his lifetime. May Allah protect us.
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All his deeds will be nullified.

Surah An Nisa’'a [4:48]

Surah Al Maeda [5:72]
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FIRST: DEFINITION OF MINOR SHIRK

It is what has been mentioned in the Qur'an and Sunnah as
being shirk though it has not reached the level of major shirk.

SECOND: DEPICTIONS OF MINOR SHIRK

Riya': to perform a worship but use it as a means to show-off to
others or to hope to be praised by others, whether they praise
the person or not.

To swear by other than Allah.

To say “Whatever Allah wills AND so and so wills.”
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SUPPLICATION FOR PROTECTION FROM

HIDDEN SHIRK
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O Abu Bakr, verily shirk is more hidden than an ant crawling. By the

One Whom my soul is in His Hands, verily shirk is more hidden than ant
crawling. Shall | not lead you to something, if you do it than it will

remove from you the little and much from it (shirk)2 Say, ‘O ALLAH
| SEEK REFUGE WITH YOU THAT | SHOULD ASSOCIATE WITH YOU
WHILE | KNOW AND | SEEK YOUR FORGIVENESS FOR WHAT | DO
NOT KNOW."44
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44 sahih Al Adab Al Mufrad 551, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih
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