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PREFACE

All praise and thanks are due to Allah Who has guided us to this.

This book came about due to the relevance of facing and overcoming
trials that are prevalent during current times. Surah Al Kahf contains
a mixture of trials that were not only widespread during its context,

but also when it was revealed as well as during present times.

By reciting this Surah every Friday as per the Sunnah, it reminds us of
not only the obstacles we face throughout our lives, but also the best

way to overcome and deal with them in a manner that is pleasing to

Allah.

The book is structured to provide the meaning and explanation of the

surah as well as practical ways in which to apply its lessons and morals.



The references used for this book are:

I gaaudl medd) puas - Tafseer Sheikh As Sa’ady
2. - S ol awas Tafseer Ibn Kathir

3. — (tesie o feddl swas Tafseer Sheikh bin Uthaymeen
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INTROBUCTION:

SAFEGUARD FROM TRIALS
(AYAT 1T08)
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All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has sent down to His slave (Muhammad 4ole & ol

‘AL-Hj) the Book (the Qur'an), and has not placed therein any crookedness.
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(He has made 1t) straight to give warning (to the disbelievers) of a severe punishment from Him, and
to give glad tidings to the believers (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism), who do righteous

deeds, that they shall have a fair reward (i.e. Paradise).

They shall abide theremn for ever.

Surah Al Kahf is a believer’s weekly reminder that the trials of this life
are constant, but at the same time we are given a curriculum to
navigate them by way of this surah and the Qur’an in general. By
firstly praising Allah (Jladg Gilas) we fill our scale of good deeds and
remind ourselves not to panic or worry over these trials because Allah

(dlagg aslas ) is above everything and all perfection belongs to Him

alone.



The Qur’an is our place of safety, protection
and refuge. It has no crookedness within it
and leads us to the Straight Path with honor
because it is upright in its laws, legislations
and rules. It also serves as a warning to
disbelievers and as glad tidings for believers

about what awaits them 1n the hereafter.
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And to warn those who say, "Allah has begotten a son (or offspring or children).”
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No knowledge have they of such a thing, nor had their fathers. Mughty ts the word that comes out of

their mouths [i.e. He begot sons and daughters]. They utler nothing but a le.

The above ayat (verses) are a warning to stay away from shirk,

specifically to those who say Allah (g—la— 4« Sl ) has taken a son,

(Exalted is He). This highlights the fact that words and speech are in
and of themselves a form of fitna (trial), so we should aim to use the
best speech whilst increasing in faith and good deeds in order to stay

away from shirk (associating partners with Allah).

That being said, anyone who attributes any imperfections to Allah

(—dl—Tg «lay ) will face a great trial. We should not talk about

something that we have no knowledge about, especially concerning

Allah (ol Glasc).

-10 -



The Christians said Allah (sJladg ilas) took Jesus as a son. The Jews
said Allah (dladg <ilasc) took Uzair as a son and the mushrikeen said
Allah (o—Jla—55 «las ) took angels as daughters. Surah Al Ikhlas

succinctly shuts down these false claims.

SURAH AL [KHLAS

"Allah-us-Samad (W) o8 Q) saiay 3N wadl) [Allak the Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all

creatures need, (He neither eats nor drinks)].
e e
53530, _lL{) ;
_}’ o
"He begels not, nor was He begotlen.
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"And there s none co-equal or comparable unto Him."

-1 -



Allah (Jlagg la) is Al Qudoos — The Most Pure from having any

child or father and no one can be a co-equal or partner with Him. We
should not speak about matters we have no knowledge about because
this shows following desires and making assumptions. To say that Allah

(dlady ailasy) has taken a son is a grave word and a lie.

TELLING THE TRUTH AND LIES
1805 701 Jl o Bluall OB lially (SAle " ohusg dile <l (o bl s L5
o <l e C& 55 Bliall s Aiag (B30 U153 s ) ) e
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‘Abdullah reported Allah's Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) as saying: It is
obligatory for you to tell the truth, for truth leads to virtue and virtue leads to Paradise, and the man
who continues to speak the truth and endeavours to tell the truth is eventually recorded as truthful with
Allah, and beware of telling of a lie for telling of a lie leads to obscenity and obscenity leads to Hell-

Fire, and the person who keeps telling lies and endeavours to tell a lie us recorded as a Liar with Allah.*

* Sahih Muslim 2607
-12 -
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Perhaps, you, would kill yourself (O Muhammad aless wle &1 (Ls) in grief, over their foolsteps (for

their turming away from you), because they believe not in this narration (the Qur'an).

Verily! We have made that which is on earth as an adornment for i, in order that We may lest them
(mankind) as to which of them are best in deeds. [i.e. those who do good deeds in the most perfect
mannes; that means to do them (deeds) totally for Allah's sake and in accordance to the legal ways of

the Prophel (alesg wule dt] oLn)].
235 F //’////} ~ T -
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And verily We shall make all that is on 1t (the earth) a bare dry soil (without any vegetation or trees.).

The Prophet (aleyg wle ail olis) was eager to guide people and rejoiced
when they were guided and grieved when they did not take the path of
guidance. A person cannot guide everyone, it is only Allah («—las s

-lajis) Who can guide and therefore He forbade the Prophet (! slo
aless wale) from feeling sorry for them because it causes one to fall into a

trial, as these types of feelings can weaken us.
-13 -



The worldly life and its adornment are a
cause of great attraction and is also a
distraction from following guidance. It may
be seen as a cause of fitna (trial), but this
should not be a reason for us to stay away
from it because there is a purpose for
everything. In this case, it is to use the
worldly life as a means of performing the

best of deeds.

-4 -



HOW DO WE ACT ON WHAT WE LEARNED?

02

Always stay connected to the Qu’ran
and adhere to the right beliefs both
in times of ease and in times of
trials, so that when an ordeal
strikes, we are ready and armed
to tackle them effortlessly. The
Qur’an acts as our safety net, an
unequivocal guide, a formidable
protection and a constant

beneficial companion.

Gratitude is the most excellent way to fill
our scale of good deeds, which helps us
remain steadfast at all times. Therefore
increase in the remembrance of Allah by
uttering the word “Alhamdulillah” (All

praise belongs to Allah) constantly.

=15 =



03

04

Refrain from associating partners (shirk) or
imperfections to Allah or speaking anything
about Him that one has no knowledge of,
because it will lead to great suffering and
torment. Only purity must be ascribed to

Allah.

Always guard the tongue from speaking
carelessly and throwing words around
haphazardly, thereby injuring the self and
others; which especially in times of trials
(fitna) 1s a trial in itself. Truthful speech
elevates the soul and eventually leads it to

paradise.

-16 -
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06

Grief on its own does not serve any purpose
when it becomes excessive. Instead it
becomes a test for us whereby affecting our
emotional and physical well-being and
weakening us. We must not let sadness
unduly overtake us, when we see disbelief or
misguidance around us. We must always
keep in mind that guidance can only come
from Allah and understand that we can only

lead a camel to water but not make it drink.

Allah has created this beautiful earth as a
proof of His excellence to inspire us to do
our best and to not let that beauty and
adornment become a means of distraction
for us. Therefore we must not get carried
away by its glitter nor completely renounce
its pleasures to become ascetics, which is not
what Allah intended for us. But instead we
must choose the middle path, wherein we
balance both harmoniously and use the
duniya (worldly life) to benefit our akhirah

(hereafter).

-17 -
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TRIAL OF RELIGION:

STORY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE CAVE
(AYAT 910 26)
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Do you think that the people of the Cave and the Inscription (the news or the names of the people of

the Cave) were a wonder among Our Signs?

c}g:@@-ﬂwu/ T T ST A Al gl 3 o]
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(Remember) when the young men fled for refuge (from thewr disbelieving folk) to the Cave. They said:

"Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Yourself, and factlitate for us our affair in the right way!"”
P b . . V8 S -

There are many amazing signs of Allah (dlajg ilacs) spread all over

the universe. However, this should not amaze us considering all of
Allah’s beautiful names, attributes and actions. Therefore we should
magnify and exalt the Creator of all these signs and not just the signs

themselves.

- 20 -



The People of the Cave were in a trial themselves. They wanted
security and safety from this trial in order not to lose their faith. They
made efforts in this regard by using the means available to them; by
physically going to the cave and verbally making dua’a (supplication)
to Allah (Jladg sla.). They called on Him by His Lordship because

they wanted special nurturing, in order to protect their faith and
receive direct mercy from Him. This mercy guides to all that is good

and protects from all that is evil.

-21-
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T herefore We covered up thewr (sense of) hearing (causing them to go in deep sleep) in the Cave for a

number of years.
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Then We raised them up (from their sleep), that We maight test which of the two parties was best at

calculating the time period that they had tarried.

The supplication mentioned in the previous ayah (verse) was

responded to by Allah (g—la—g 4« Slas ) in the form of their hearing

being covered. Thereby protecting them from anything that may be a
cause of trial for them, whilst also causing them to fall into a deep
sleep, which physically removed them from the situation they were in.
They were then “resurrected” after 309 years because sleep is a form
of minor death. Upon waking up, their concern was “how long did
they sleep?”. This caused two groups to appear, demonstrating that
after a trial there are those who speak with divine knowledge and those

who do not.

- 22 -
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We narrate unto you (O Muhammad aless le &1 (L) their story with truth: Truly they were

young men who believed in their Lord (Allah), and We increased them in guidance.
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And We made their hearts firm and strong (with the light of Faith in Allah and bestowed upon them
patience to bear the separation of their kith and kin and dwellings) when they stood up and said: "Our
Lord 15 the Lord of the heavens and the earth, never shall we call upon any ilah (god) other than Him;

if we did, we should indeed have uttered an enormaty in disbelief

The story of the CGompanions of the Cave is about seven young boys
who believed in Allah’s Lordship. Allah (sJlaJg «ilaas) appreciated
their faith and guided them to act and say what was right. He kept
them firm, tranquil and patient while in a desperate situation and

protected them while they slept.

- 23 -



ALLAH WILL DEAL WITH US AS WE THINK OF HIM
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Allah's Messenger alus wile il oLs said, "Allah said, 'I am to my slave as he thinks of Me, (i.e. I

am able to do_for hum what he thinks I can do_for him).>

When the heart is firm, then a person will be able to confront and
speak against falsehood. This means in times of trial, a person takes

care of himself and asks Allah (sJlaJg <Slasy) to keep his heart firm.
They said, “Our Lord is the Lord of the Heavens and the Earth, we

will never call on anyone besides Him.” There is no one who can

reform, cure and protect except for Allah (dlaiy €ilas).

5 Sahih al-Bukhari 7503
-4 -
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"These our people have taken for worship alihah (gods) other than Him (Allah). Why do they not

bring for them a clear authority? And who does more wrong than he who invents a le against Allah.
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(The young men said to one another): "And when you withdraw from them, and that which they

worship, except Allah, then seek refuge in the Cave; your Lord will open a way for you from His Mercy

and will make easy for you your affair (i.e. will give you what you will need of provision, dwelling)

The Companions of the Cave believed in Allah’s Lordship, so Allah
(elamg 4slay ) dealt with them with increased guidance. They also

mentioned to the people that Allah (slads ilas) favored them with

faith and guidance which during times of trial is important as it

encourages positivity.

-5 -
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"These, our people, have taken for worship alihah (gods) other than Him (Allah).
The people took gods besides Allah (odladg 4ilasis) whom they devoted

themselves to, thereby committing shirk al uloohiya (associating

partners with Allah) which the Companions of the Cave feared.

RZENTRE RPN PR
o olhlly eple G55 ¥
Why do they not bring for them a clear authority?

Do these people have any clear authority that these gods being
worshipped besides Allah (odladg 4ilascs) will help them or relieve their

distress?

(5 ot Jo 058 oy 53
And who does more wrong than he who invents a lie against Allah.
Anyone who calls upon ‘gods’ besides Allah (o—la—Jg «lay ) has

fabricated a lie against Him. Shirk and disbelief are the worst of sins
and sicknesses. The people of the cave took a stand against their
people’s beliefs and chose to withdraw from them both physically and

spiritually.

- 26 -
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The young men said to one another): "And when you withdraw from them, and that which they

worship, except Allah,

They were only seven people from an entire town and so they
performed “hijrah” (migrating from a land of disbelief to belief)
whereby a person does not fight or stay, as they may be influenced, but

instead left.

4253 03 o 140 5. K01 ) 153l
then seek refuge in the Cave; your Lord will open a way for you from His Mercy
They previously supplicated to Allah (Jlads 4ilasis) and He gave them

more than they asked. He inspired them to seek accommodation in the

best cave and bestowed mercy on them.

15553 41 05 o0 5
and will make easy for you your affair (i.e. will give you what you will need of provision, dwelling).”
Allah (dladg wila) did not only give them the essentials required for

their survival , but also gave them extra by protecting their religion,

heart and body.

-7 -
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And you might have seen the sun, when 1t rose, declining to the right from their Cave, and when 1t set,
turning away from them to the lefl, while they lay in the midst of the Cave. That is (one) of the Ayat

(proofs, evidence, signs) of Allah. He whom Allah guides, he ts the rightly guided; but he whom He
sends astray, for him_you will find no Wali (guiding friend) to lead him (to the right Path).

Allah (s—la—ig «las ) subjected the sun for the Companions of the

Cave. It did not harm them but was enough for their needs. In this

way Allah (o—Jl—Tg 4« las ) subjects the universe for His believing,

obedient and truthful slaves.

He guided the Companions of the Cave to a special position where it
was neither too bright inside the cave, by which they might have been
burnt by the sun, nor was it completely dark by which they would have
been deprived of its nourishment. Whoever has faith, then Allah
(dladg ailass) will surely provide for him the best.

- 28 -



982 %2 2.% A 0.3z
e 59=9 Q (29
whale they lay in the midst of the Cave

They were sleeping in a vast part of the cave, so cool air would

circulate around them.

1 G Gy 2L
That is (one) of the Ayat (proofs, evidence, signs) of Allah.
These are all signs of Allah (Jlay ilass) so that we trust and rely on

Him. His signs show us His ability, power, mercy, how He responds to
dua’a (supplication) and how He guides for even the smallest matter,

such as where to sleep.

122558 Gl 0 G ol (i gt 53 401 i 05
He whom Allah guides, he us the rightly guided; but he whom He sends astray, for him you will find no

Wali (guiding friend) to lead him (1o the right Path).

He 1s the One Who guides us in times of darkness and trials. It is
therefore important to trust Allah (dladg 4ilaiis) and ask Him to grant

us mercy and accommodate us. He will be our Guardian and Trustee.
But for the one who does not believe and is astray then no one will

guide him.

- 29 -
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Allah ts the Wali (Protector or Guardian) of those who believe. He brings them out from darkness into
light. But as_for those who disbelieve, their Auliya (supporters and helpers) are Taghut [false deities
and false leaders], they bring them out from light into darkness. Those are the dwellers of the Fire, and

they will abide therein forever:

Allah (sdlazg «slas ) is Wali (Protector or Guardian) to the believers

and in times of trial we need someone who takes care of us and

guards us.

-30 -



GUARD ALLAH'S COMMAND AND ALLAH WILL GUARD YOU
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One day, 1 was riding belind the Prophel (plss e Ayl oLs) when he said, "O boy! I will instruct
you tn some matters. Be watchful of Allah (Commandments of Allah), He will preserve you.
Safeguard His Rights, He will be ever with you. If you beg, beg of Him Alone; and if you need
assistance, supplicate to Allah Alone for help. And remember that if all the people gather to benefit you,
they will not be able to benefit you except that which Allah had foreordained (for you); and if all of
them gather to do harm to you, they will not be able to afflict you with anything other than that which
Allah had pre-destined against you. The pens had been lifted and the ink had dried up".

6 Riyadh As Saliheen, At Tirmidhi, Book 1, Hadith 62
_3]-
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And you would have thought them awake, whereas they were asleep. And We turned them on their
right and on their lefl sides, and their dog stretching forth his two forelegs at the entrance [of the Cave
or in the space near to the entrance of the Cave (as a guard at the gate)]. Had you looked at them, you
would certainly have turned back from them in flight, and would certainly have been filled with awe of

them.

v 4, .
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And you would have thought them awake, whereas they were asleep.
Allah (dladg ilass) not only protected the bodies of the Companions

of the Cave, but He also protected them from being harmed by

anyone. Their eyes were protected from inclining towards anything

that would affect their faith and as a result, Allah ((dlasg ilass) made

it appear as if they were awake when they were actually asleep.

-3)-
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And We turned them on their right and on their lefi sides,
Allah (lasg «slas ) also protected their bodies by causing them to
turn right and left. If they had remained in the same position, then

their bodies would have been eroded by the earth. When we guard our
faith, Allah (g 4ilass) will guard everything else.

o3l iz 5 Tawls 025

and their dog stretching forth his two forelegs at the entrance [of the Cave or in the space near to the

entrance of the Cave (as a guard at the gate)).

Their dog at the entrance of the cave was also a means of protection

for them.

123 e 2005 5158 (e 24050 ol 21 ]
Had you looked at them, you would certainly have turned back from them in flight, and would
certainly have been filled with awe of them.
If anyone had looked upon them, then they would have been terrified
from them. Allah Al Mu’'min — The Grantor of Security protected
them in a way that no one would expect and placed fear in anyone

who saw them.

- 33 -
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Likewise, We awakened them (from their long deep sleep) that they might question one another. A

speaker from among them said: "How long have you stayed (here)?" They said: "We have stayed

(perhaps) a day or part of a day." They said: "Your Lord (Alone) knows best how long you have
stayed (here). So send one of you with this silver coin of yours to the town, and let lam find out which
is the good lawful food, and bring some of that to you. And let him be careful and let no man know of

you.
z
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"For; 1f they come to know of you, they will stone you (to death or abuse and harm you) or turn you

back to their religion; and in that case you will never be successful.”
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Likewise, We awakened them (from their long deep sleep)

The Companions of the Cave slept for 309 years in the best
accommodation. Allah (gdlads <ilascs) could have made them to sleep

until the Day of Judgement, but in order to see Allah’s signs and how

He took care of them, they were awakened.

2
o szo-
o Igle Ladd
that they might question one another.

They are asking each other to know the truth (d8s8al/ 48,al).

0352 T 0 0 30w BaR MR
A speaker from among them said: "How long have you stayed (here)?”
b S & ) g

There is no sense of time when it comes to sleep.

253 Gaad 51 Lags GLT 1513
They said: "We have stayed (perhaps) a day or part of a day."
They all had the same answer. In general, one can imagine sleeping
for part of the day or maximum a day, but they had slept for 309

years.
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They said: "Your Lord (Alone) knows best how long you have stayed (here).

They could only estimate an answer to how long they slept because

they knew that in reality only Allah (Jlalg 4ilascs) knows best.
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So send one of you with this silver con of yours to the town, and let him find out which us the good
lawful food.

In order not to attract attention to themselves and their situation, they

sent one person out to get food for them. This person was to go into

town with money, and search for the best and purest food.

s, .o ) _5’ o
s )y eSSl
and bring some of that to you

When he found the best of food, then he was to bring provision from

it.
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And let hum be careful and let no man know of you

They also advised him to be discreet because they were still unaware

of the current situation and the attitude of the townspeople.
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"For; 1f they come to know of you, they will stone you (to death or abuse and harm you) or turn you

back to their religion; and in that case you will never be successful.”

The Companions of the Cave loved their faith and were trying their
best not to reveal this, because the people could harm them by stoning

them, or cause them to revert back to disbelief.
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And thus We made their case known (1o the people), that they might know that the Promise of Allah is
true, and that there can be no doubt about the Hour. (Remember) when they (the people of the city)
disputed among themselves about their case, they said: "Construct a burlding over them; their Lord

knows best about them;" (then) those who won thewr point said (most probably the disbelievers): "We

vertly shall build a place of worship over them."”

5> 1 465 & 15alad fgle BT 21385
And thus We made their case known (1o the people), that they might know that the Promuse of Allah ts
lrue,
The Companions of the Cave did not know that they had slept for 309
years and were therefore unaware that the people currently residing in
the town now held the same beliefs as them. By now, being known the

people of the cave was seen as a great sign of Allah (Jlads 4ilas) and

a way of reforming others who know about their story. When Allah

(e aslas ) causes us to see something, then it is to know that His

promise is true.
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and that there can be no doubt about the Hour

Sleep is a minor death and when we sleep and wake-up then this
should remind us of the resurrection. Thus we should have no doubt

in the Hour and returning back to Allah.
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(Remember) when they (the people of the city) disputed among themselves about their case,

There were people who saw the story of the Companions of the Cave
as fulfilling Allah’s Promise and as confirmation that the Day of

Judgment will surely come.

P - N 2.
Gl egle 15331 150153
they sawd: "Construct a burlding over them

And other people who did not see them as part of Allah’s promise, but

instead elevated them and made them as awliya.

WP

their Lord knows best about them;”

The other group said “my Lord is the All-Knower of them”.
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(then) those who won their point said (most probably the disbelievers): "We verily shall build a place

of worship over them.”

Of the two groups, those with authority won their point and suggested
making a place of worship over their graves. This is not allowed. The

Prophet (plwy 4ole abtl oL .o) forbade making masjids over graves. Even

righteous people can become a trial for others when they are elevated.
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(Some) say they were thee, the dog being the fourth among them; and (others) say they were five, the
dog being the sixth, - guessing at the unseen; (vet others) say they were seven, and the dog being the
eighth. Say (O Muhammad slss le &1 oLs): "My Lord knows best their number; none knows
them but a_few." So debate not (about their number) except with the clear proof (which We have

revealed to you). And consult not any of them (people of the Scripture - Jews and Christians) about

(the affair of) the people of the Cave.

The knowledge regarding the exact number of the people in the cave
does not increase our faith, but how long they stayed does. This is
because it makes us have certainty that Allah’s Promise is true and the
Day of Judgement will surely come. We do not want to be saved from

one trial whilst falling into another.
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(Some) say they were three, the dog being the fourth among them)
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and (others) say they were five, the dog being the sixth, - guessing at the unseen;

Both of these were guesses. We cannot say things about the unseen

without evidence from Allah (oJladg ilas).

o ssfe o s
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(vet others) say they were seven, and the dog being the eighth.
- 2os L
This is the correct number since () §—d 98— 9) is in the present tense,

unlike the rest. They were seven and the eighth was the dog,

A ﬁlﬁmuwm@‘@ 5
Say (O Muhammad ‘AL.M g ale ) Lo): "My Lord knows best their number; none knows them but

a few.”

It is not important how many they were in this cave as this can lead
one to fall into another type of fitna (trial). The appropriate response
should be “Allah knows best.”
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So debate not (about their number) except with the clear proof (which We have revealed to you). And
consult not any of them (people of the Scripture - Jews and Christians) about (the affair of) the people
of the Cave.

We should not argue or debate unnecessarily unless it is beneficial.
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And never say of anything, "I shall do such and such thing tomorrow."
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LExcept (with the saying), "If Allah will!" And remember your Lord when you forget and say: "It may

be that my Lord guides me unto a nearer way of truth than this."

142 205 Uelb ) 1521 555

2]

And never say of anything, "I shall do such and such thing tomorrow.

The Prophet (pl—wug ol < 4l (L) was asked about the story of the

Companions and he said, “I will tell you”, assuming he would receive
revelation. But he did not say “in sha’a Allah” (if Allah wills). As a
result, revelation did not come at that point as a form of nurturing for

him. Messengers are the most nurtured. Allah (sJdlaly las.s) forbade

&

the Prophet (ol g 2l 4l ol o) from saying “I will do something

tomorrow” without saying in sha'a Allah. We should not depend on
ourselves or our ability as our power is limited. Instead we should

connect it to Allah’s Will.
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Except (with the saying), "If Allah will!"
There are four stages of the decree:

Knowledge of Allah

Writing

Will of Allah

Creation
The Will of Allah (gllasy «Slasy) is the doorway by which something
will happen. If Allah (Jlads 4ilass) wills it then it will happen and if
He does not then it will not happen.

When we say “in sha’a Allah”, we are not depending on ourselves but
are confident everything will happen by Allah’s Will. He will make it
easy and blessed; this shows humility towards Allah (Jlaig €ilas).
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And remember your Lord when you forget and say: "It may be that my Lord guides me unto a nearer

way of truth than this.”

As a human being, it is possible for us to forget. If we do, we should
remember our Lord and say, “May my Lord guide me to the shortest

and easiest way.”
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And they stayed in their Cave three hundred (solar) years, adding nine (for lunar years).

-
> 26 Lo HF

Ao il u—’jy\)g_);‘;/iﬁ:;;ﬁ \;jL:_,;L/\ﬁT
“*Qé—bﬁb&)w f-‘L).)-’u")-éj C:..LJ
G

Say: "Allah knows best how long they stayed. With Him is (the knowledge of) the Unseen of the

<
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heavens and the earth. How clearly He sees, and hears (everything)! They have no Wali (Helper,
Drsposer of affairs, Protector) other than Him, and He makes none to share in His Decision and His
Rule."

1525 19313515 Cnn 3L 256 i8S 8 152405
And they stayed in therr Cave three hundred (solar) years, adding nine (for lunar years)
Allah (olamg 45l ) is the All-Knower to inform us how long they

stayed and this truth was revealed to the Prophet (alous wale abtl (La).
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Say: "Allah knows best how long they stayed. With Him is (the knowledge of) the Unseen of the

heavens and the earth.
After the correct answer was relayed to the Prophet (aluug 4ule dl (Lio),
Allah (gJlag «Slas ) commands him to say, “Allah knows how long

they stayed and He knows all that is unseen in the heavens and the

earth.” No one knows what the future holds except Allah («—=lay
w—Il—39). There are many secrets we do not know and only He is the

knower of the unseen.

gaeld 43 Sl
How clearly He sees, and hears (everything)!

Allah’s hearing and seeing encompasses all sounds and visions.

e disd a pd 6
They have no Walr (Helper; Disposer of affairs, Protector) other than Huim,
If we encounter a trial within our faith, we need Allah Al Wali — The

Guardian and Trustee. He will bring the best to us, will not leave us

and will guide us to the easiest way and prevent us from taking a

difficult path. Allah (o—Jla—g «las ) is the One Who inspired the

Companions of the Cave to take refuge in the best cave.

~47 -



He turned them right and left and took care of them while they slept.
He caused the sun not to burn them and the air to circulate in their

cave.

15T 4a83 3 4,55 Y5
and He makes none to share in His Decision and His Rule.”
There are two types of Allah’s judgement:
In His decrees

In His legislations

And only Allah (s <ilas) can judge.
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HOW DO WE ACT ON WHAT WE LEARNED?

02

Never be impressed nor influenced by
the aggrandizement of the duniya
(worldly life). The glorification of
anything other than the Creator
Himself will lead to the heart
being vulnerable to harm, which
will eventually affect the faith.
Constant humility and

submission to Allah,

strengthens the heart.

Constant dua (supplication) to Allah at all
times, helps us tremendously to gather our
lives and protect it from hardships. And
after every supplication we must actively
engage in our duties and take all means
necessary to resolve any situation and not
remain passive. It is the combination of dua
(supplication) and action that will bring us
victory and not passivity or laziness. Taking
permissible means does not negate tawakkul

(reliance on Allah).
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We must put emphasis on the belief of
Allah’s Lordship in order to be guided and
protected. Speaking of Allah’s innumerable
favours in times of trial frees oneself from

the shirk (associating partners with Allah).

It is better to make hijra (migration) if the
conditions of living are surrounded by an
atmosphere of wickedness and evil, as a
means of protection for oneself from being
influenced. When we protect our faith from
being ruined, Allah protects the body and
soul from being ruined. The hijra
(migration) of the heart must eventually be
followed by the hijra (migration) of the
physical self.

Sleep is the life of the soul and food is a
means of reviving the body. Just as our body
is active during the day, the soul is active
while we are asleep. We must eat good and
pure food as a means of invigorating the
body and give it rest by sleeping at night,
thereby giving both its rightful due.
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Always attribute every incredible matter to
Allah and do not be of those who attribute
it to people and elevate them, building
graves over them, and making them awliya
which is a major sin. Even righteous people
can become a means of trial when they are
excessively elevated. Keep Allah in constant
remembrance and never be neglectful of

Him; this will strengthen the faith.

Refrain from indulging in conjecture and
futile questions and arguments which serve
no real purpose to one’s intellect nor does it
increase one in faith. A conclusive,
evidence-based argument is the only way to
prevail over a debate. And the best response
to a question which has no decisive proof is

to say “Allah knows best”.

We must not depend on ourselves or be
confident of achieving matters on our own,
without saying “in sha’a Allah” (if Allah
wills). When we rely on our own selves, tasks
may get difficult, but when we rely on Allah,
He makes it easy because we show our

humility towards Him.
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SAFEGUARD

FROM THE TRIAL OF RELIGION
(AYAT 2770 31)
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And recite what has been revealed to you (O Muhammad aless 4ile &1 (L) of the Book (the
Qur'an) of your Lord (i.e. recite it, understand and follow its teachings and act on its orders and

preach 1t to men). None can change His Words, and none will you find as a refuge other than Him.

There are two connections that are the most needed during times of

trial;

1. With Allah (s <las) through His Words — The Qur’an

2. With good people who remind us of Allah (Jlais €ilas).

355 S (e EL) ;33% G il

And recite what has been revealed to you (O Muhammad aless 4ile &1 (Ls) of the Book (the
Qur'an) of your Lord (i.e. recite it, understand and follow its teachings and act on its orders and

preach it to men).

It is important to follow the instructions given to us by Allah («Slas s
i) so that we will be safe.
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(515): is to follow letter by letter, all that has been inspired

to the Prophet Mohammed .al s w2l < il ol s is not

limited to reciting, but to know the meaning and apply it.

Sl gias ¥
None can change His Words,

There is no change or crookedness in the Qur’an. It is simply the

truth.

1a52la 4593 (e Ji (15
and none will you find as a refuge other than Him.

We will be firm and secure when we are connected to Allah’s words.
The Qur’an does not make us despair, but it makes us hope for the

best.
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And keep yourself (O Muhammad sless e &1 (Ls) patiently with those who call on their Lord

(i.e. your companions who remember their Lord with glorification, praising in prayers, and other
righteous deeds) morning and afiernoon, seeking His Face; and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring
the pomp and glitter of the life of the world; and obey not him whose heart We have made heedless of

Our Remembrance, and who follows his own lusts, and whose affair (deeds) has been lost.

(oialls 810310 0 e 5 Gadll 35 CLidi inl
And keep yourself (O Muhammad alss 4ile &1 (Ls) patiently with those who call on their Lord

(i.e. your companions who remember their Lord with glorification, praising in prayers, and other

righteous deeds) morning and afternoon,
Allah (gdla3s 4ilasis) commands the Prophet (aliws 4ile 4l oLs) and his

followers to remain patient with righteous companions in order to
remain humble. If a person remains alone then he may think he is

self-sufficient and become arrogant.
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seeking His Fuce;
They are seeking Allah’s Face and this is the level of ihsan (excellence)
which is to worship Allah (Jladg €ilaacs) as if we see Him.

L1 slased) & Juf e Sl Ja ol

and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the pomp and glitter of the life of the world;

If we are desirous of the worldly life and overlook the people
mentioned in the ayat (verse), it will cause us to be cut off from what is
good. Good companions are a great support and safeguard from

being deceived by the worldly life.
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and obey not him whose heart We have made heedless of Our Remembrance, and who_follows his own

lusts, and whose affarr (deeds) has been lost.

Bad companions should be avoided and not obeyed, especially those

whose hearts are negligent in remembering Allah (Jby lan). If a

person is heedless of remembering Him intentionally, then Allah

(dlads lacy) will distract him from remembering Him. The one who
follows his desires is a loser and Allah (dladg ilasa) forbade following

someone like this, because he will then be taken as an example.
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If he is a liar, then others with him will become liars. If he is arrogant
then others with him will become arrogant. Instead we should obey
the one whose heart is filled with Allah’s love, and places Allah’s
pleasure above his. The highest level of patience is to be patient in

Allah’s obedience and worship.
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And say: "The truth is_from your Lord." Then whosoever wills, let him believe; and whosoever wills,
let him disbelieve. Verily, We have prepared for the alimun (polytheists and wrong-doers.), a Fire
whose walls will be surrounding them (disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah). And if they ask for help
(relief, water), they will be granted walter like boiling 0il, that will scald their faces. Ternible is the
drink, and an evil Murtafaq (dwelling, resting place.)!

o &% (%
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And say: "The truth is from your Lord.”

This truth shows guidance from misguidance, the description of good
people and the description of evil people, what protects us and what is

dangerous. When it is made clear, then the decision is up to us.
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T hen whosoever wills, let him believe; and whosoever wills, let him disbelieve.

After the truth is made clear, anyone who wills, let him believe and
anyone who wills, let him disbelieve. Humans have free will. This
clarifies the concept of those who say “Allah made me like this”. We
have a will and we are responsible for what we choose. Anyone who

wills to believe then Allah (g—Jla—Jg «Slas ) will show him the

consequences of his belief, and anyone who wills to disbelieve then

Allah (gdlag aslassy) will show him the consequences of his disbelief.
Belief and disbelief are in the heart which only Allah (JlaJig 4Slas )

knows.

Lol g BT L5 Gl G032T )
Veriby, We have prepared for the alimun (polytheists and wrong-doers.), a Fire whose walls will be
surrounding them (disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah).
Those who believe will be safe and secure, while those who disobeyed
and were arrogant will be penalized. (u\»-l.l-}a.l-l) are those who put things
in the wrong place, they put themselves and others in harm. When
one person does not follow the rules then it disturbs and weakens
others. They will be in fire surrounded by walls that they will be

unable to escape.
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And if they ask for help (relicf; water), they will be granted water like boiling oil, that will scald their
faces
The one who chooses to disbelieve will be in locked up in the hellfire
and will have no water. When the dwellers of hellfire ask for water,
they will be given water but it will be boiling oil that will melt their

faces from its extreme heat.

LBA54 Sizlas LAl oudy
Terrible us the drink, and an evil Murtafaq (dwelling, resting place.)!)
There is no resting place in hellfire. It is a complete punishment. The

Most Merciful will leave them because of their disbelief and there is

no grace for someone who disbelieves and denies Allah (odladg 4ilas).
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Verily as for those who believed and did righteous deeds, certainly We shall not make the reward of

anyone who does his (righteous) deeds in the most perfect manner to be lost.
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These! For them will be 'Adn (Eden) Paradise (everlasting Gardens); wherein rivers flow underneath
them; therein they will be adorned with bracelets of gold, and they will wear green garments of fine
and thick silk. They will recline therein on raised thrones. How good is the reward, and what an

excellent Murtafaq (dwelling, resting place.)!
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Verily as for those who believed and did righteous deeds,

This ayah (verse) addresses those who believed and did good deeds.
During times of trial we need faith to remain secure and righteous
good deeds to remain motivated. Engaging ourselves in good deeds

keeps us happy and optimuistic.
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certainly We shall not make the reward of anyone who does his (righteous) deeds in the most perfect

manner to be lost.

In normal times, good deeds can easily be done. But in times of trial,
good deeds are greatly rewarded since it requires greater effort, this is

a form of ihsan (excellence). IThsan is to worship Allah (g1l bg ilas )

as if we see Him and if we cannot see Him then know He sees us.
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These! For them will be 'Adn (Eden) Paradise (everlasting Gardens); wherein rivers flow underneath

them;

The result of belief and doing good deeds in the best way is

everlasting green gardens, with rivers flowing beneath them.
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therein they will be adorned with bracelets of gold,

They will be adorned with golden bracelets from paradise with
someone to place it on them. In Firdaous (high level in paradise) and

for the level of sidigeen (the truthful ones), everything is gold.

- 63 -



o

2602 0 (|2 e Wz A (F(es -{--
g_?]\.wb g—u..\.l_iu ue ‘J.@J- L\L_L__J uj_i«.d._@
and they will wear green garments of fine and thick silk.

They will be dressed in luxurious clothes from thick and fine green

silk, Allah (Jladg <ilacs) will give them the best in paradise.
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They will recline therein on raised thrones.

They will recline on thrones. If our concern is the hereafter, then

Allah (dlaig 4la) will take care of everything.

(3554 il LIsH a
How good s the reward, and what an excellent Murtafaq (dwelling, resting place.)!
Paradise is the best reward with constant happiness, desires, delights
and pleasures. The last person to enter paradise will feel he has the
best, so what about those in higher levels? It is what no eye has ever
seen, no ear has ever heard and that which has never crossed the heart
of anyone. It is important to always hope for the best reward in the
hereafter, and when we guard Allah’s rules, He will give us the best in

this life and the next.
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HOW DO WE ACT ON WHAT WE LEARNED?

A constant relationship with the
Qur’an ensures that we are
purified, reformed, protected,
and guided throughout our
lives. Therefore it is

imperative that we engage in
the deep study of Allah’s

words by reciting it,
understanding it, following

its teachings by acting on it

and teaching it to others, so
that we do not fall prey to the trials

of this duniya (worldly life).
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02

03

Maintaining righteous companionship is
crucial to our growth as Muslims because
being around them influences us to imbibe
their good qualities, whereby safeguarding
us from deviating from the straight path.
Whereas bad companions whose hearts are
heedless from the remembrance of Allah,
who lie, are arrogant and who follow their
own desires become a liability and a source
of grievance and corrupt moral influence

over our fitra (natural disposition).

In times of trials we must guard and
maintain our standard of faith, and engage
in righteous good deeds to remain secure
and optimistic, which is ihsan (excellence).
In difficult times, good deeds are greatly
rewarded since it requires a greater effort

than in times of ease.
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TRIAL OF WEALTH:
STORY OF THE OWNER

OF TWO GARDENS
(AYAT 3270 44)
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And put forward to them the example of two men: unto one of them We had given two gardens of
grapes, and We had surrounded both with date-palms; and had put between them green crops

(cultwated fields).
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FEach of those two gardens brought forth its produce, and failed not in the least therein, and We caused
a rwer to gush_forth in the midst of them.
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And he had property (or fruit) and he said to his companion, in the course of mutual talk: "I am more

than you in wealth and stronger in respect of men."
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And put forward to them the example
This part of the surah highlights the fitna (trial) of the dunya (worldly
life) and it is set forth as an example. The Companions of the Cave is
a story which does not reoccur, but the fitna (trial) of the dunya

(worldly life) is something which reoccurs with others.

PPN I R LA
of two men: unto one of them We had given two

This is a story about two men who are friends but one is grateful and
the other is not. They both say something, do something and are
recompensed accordingly. And this is what we find in life. The one
who is ungrateful is the one who has more, specifically two gardens,
while the one who is grateful has less or no gardens. When we have

more blessings of the dunya (worldly life) then this requires more
gratitude to Allah (Jladg €ilasiy).

When Allah (Jdlais «Slas) gives the dunya (worldly life), it is to see
who will do his best with it to worship Allah (Jlads 4ilasws) or who will

be deceived by it. The dunya (worldly life) is a trial for the one who has

it and for the one who does not have it.
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gardens of grapes, and We had surrounded both with date-palms; and had put between them green
crops (cultivated fields).
One man had two symmetrical gardens and in the middle are gardens
of grapes lined with date-palm trees which protect the grape gardens.

And in between these two gardens is greenery.

15 i U 5e89:l i ol 5 T 2 i S
LEach of those two gardens brought forth its produce, and failed not in the least therein, and We caused
a rwer to gush_forth in the midst of  them.
Both of the two gardens were producing fruit and in between them
was a gushing, flowing river because of which this garden had a
constant supply of water. This is the ultimate adornment of the dunya
(worldly life); gardens that are constantly producing and everything

running according to plan.

a5 3215 e Glis 5T 6T 839052 545 4o lind 155 523 40 (K5

And he had property (or fruit) and he said to his companion, in the course of mutual talk: "I am more

than_you in wealth and stronger in respect of men."”

This person became deceived with what he had and became attracted
to the adornment, thus forgetting the hereafter. Being deceived can be

with anything tangible and what he told his friend showed his sickness.
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The one with the garden told the other, “I have more money and
more people working for me”. This statement was totally unnecessary,
but it showed his reality. A person does not need to talk about the
dunya to hurt the feelings of others or to boast about it, but instead

talk about it from the actions of Allah (dlalg dilas).
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And he went into his garden while in a state (of pride and disbelief) unjust to himself. He said: "I
think not that this will ever perish.
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"And I think not the Hour will ever come, and 1f indeed I am brought back to my Lord, (on the Day
of Resurrection), I surely shall find better than this when I return to Him."

dwai] WU 3h5 4555 555
And he went into his garden while in a state (of pride and disbelief) unjust to himself.

He entered his garden while wronging himself and felt secure from
Allah’s plan, which means he was self-secure. It is important to seek

security from the Owner of Security — from Allah Al Mu’min.
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He said: "I think not that this will ever perish.

When he saw his garden all nicely organized and bearing fruit, he not
only felt proud of himself, but he felt nothing could happen to his

garden.

A iclad dhius
"And I think not the Hour will ever come,
He denied the Day of Judgement by becoming so attached to the
dunya (worldly life) and to what is tangible that he had no feelings for
the hereafter. This is the deception of the dunya (worldly life) which

diminishes belief in the hereafter.
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and if indeed I am brought back to my Lord, (on the Day of Resurrection), I surely shall find better

than this when I return to Him."

This shows a contradiction to his previous statement where he said “I
don’t think the hereafter will come”. He thought good of himself and
bad of Allah (Jlals €ilascy).
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Allah (Jlagg alas ) gives the dunya to whomever He loves and does

not love, but He only gives the deen to whomever He loves. If there is

anything we like of the dunya, then we should remember (Jie ¥ aglll
5 ,AY1 e YY) (There is no real life except the life of the hereafter).
When we see someone afflicted with any disease or problem, we

should feel fearful of being afflicted with the same and should ask
Allah (Jladg 4ila) for protection. If we say the following supplication

then we will be saved from that affliction.

SUPPLICATION TO BE SAVED FROM ANOTHER'S AFFLICTION
s S e @lad 5. 4y Iyl Les Glale sl b dacd! s Jlad e sl 000
I ell3 Lnd o ¢ Slaas 3ls

The Messenger of Allah alss 4ile &1 (Lasaid: “Whoever sees an afflicted person then says: All
praise is due to Allah who saved me from that which He has afflicted you with, and blessed me greatly
over many of those whom He has created, (Al-hamdubillahi alladht *afant mimmabtalaka biht wa

Jaddalan? “ala kathirin mimman khalaqa tafdila)’ he shall not be struck by that affliction.””

7 As Silsalah As Saheeha 2737, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih
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His companion said to him during the talk with him: "Do you disbelieve in Him Who created you out

of dust (i.e. your father Adam), then out of Nutfah (mixed semen drops of male and female

l

\-
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discharge), then_fashioned you into a man?
)f' ///d S w MA 404
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"But as_for my part, (I believe) that He is Allah, my Lord, and none shall I associate as partner with

my Lord.

- _ P
gjjl_z‘ A <LA_'>L4 4 J 5
His companion said to ham during the talk with him

In the story of the owner of the two gardens, both are friends and a

quality of a good friend is to advise his friend.

"Do you disbelieve in Him Who created you

This shows he directly pinpointed his disease.
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out of dust (i.e. your father Adam), then out of Nutfah (mixed semen drops of male and female
discharge), then fashioned you into a man?)
Allah (g ilase) created man from sand, then from discharge and
then into a person. This is a reminder of our origin so as to not

overstep our boundaries.
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"But as for my part, (I believe) that He is Allah, my Lord, and none shall I associate as pariner with
my Lord.

His friend then talks about himself to show his gratitude as a way for

the owner of the garden to take a lesson from it.
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SUPPLICATIONIN TIMES OF DISTRESS
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The Messenger of Allah alus 4ile &1 (Lo said to me: May I not teach you phrases which you utter

wn distress? (These are:) "Allah , Allah is my Lord, I do not associate anything as partner with Him."

In times of calamity, a person tends to be afraid of disbelief, so the
truth should be stated clearly. The owner of the garden wrongly
thought his blessings were his garden and the people who served and
supported him, but in reality the real blessing was to be given belief

and faith.

Instead of trusting in his Lord’s lordship, he relied on himself and his
power leading him to fall into shirk. The dunya (worldly life) is a test
and we should therefore be grateful for the blessing of faith in order to

be protected from being deceived by it.
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"It was belter for you to say, when you entered your garden: "That which Allah wills (will come to
pass)! There 1s no power but with Allah!" If you see me less than you in wealth, and children,

/’)./,
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"It may be that my Lord will give me something better than your garden, and will send on it Husban

(torment, bolt) from the sky, then it will be a barren slippery earth.

/’/ /} "}
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"Or the water thereof (of the gardens) becomes deep-sunken (underground) so that you will never be

able to seek 1t."
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"It was better for you to say, when you entered your garden: "That which Allah wills (will come to

pass)! There is no power but with Allah!?”
When we enter into anything, we should remember Allah (-l
w—lla_—Jg) and then it will be protected and increased. This does not

mean we should leave the dunya (worldly life), but instead we should

remember that it is all by Allah’s will and power.

E
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If you see me less than you in wealth, and children,

Both the owner of the garden and his friend were tested. One was
arrogant and the other had to be direct and transparent with his

friend.

s 3 B b ol B i
"It may be that my Lord will give me something better than your garden,

His friend does not feel jealous for having less, but hoped from Allah
(s ladiy ailaay) to be given something better than his friend’s garden. It

is important to believe in Allah (sdladg <ilass) and not to say “I do not

want the dunya”.

-81-



The one who did not have the dunya was tested, but the best worship
was brought out from him. And the one who had the dunya

transgressed.

L85 1ado s sefl 53 Blide> ke s
and will send on 1t Husban (lorment, bolt) from the sky, then it will be a barren slippery earth.
His friend then completely changed his tone to warn the owner of the
garden about a thunderbolt that would strike and burn his garden. He
did not say this out of jealousy or to seek revenge, but told him the
worst scenario so he would take heed for his own safety. His friend
understood a blessing could be removed because of disbelief and

ingratitude, but remains and increases with gratitude.

ST 2T -t e % (i (20 (2d(- 2 o s of
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"Or the water thereof (of the gardens) becomes deep-sunken (underground) so that you will never be

able to seek 1t.”

Another scenario could be that it would completely sink into the earth

and could not be salvaged. His friend was angry for Allah («—las s
s—lla—4) so he invoked Him because his friend denied Allah (+—ilas—w
dlaig) and became impressed and secure with himself.

He did not make dua’a (supplication) out of jealousy because if he was
jealous, he would not have told him to say (€L, ¥]§3.5¥ 41 :L% Ls). But he

said it so that his friend would repent and correct his mistake.
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8o his fruits were encircled (with ruin). And he remained clapping his hands (with sorrow) over what

N SEARNE

he had spent upon it, while 1t was all destroyed on its trellises, and he could only say: "Would that 1

had ascribed no partners to my Lord!”
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And he had no group of men to help him against Allah, nor could he defend (or save) himself.

OGS S5

There (on the Day of Resurrection), Al-Walayah (protection, powes; authority and kingdom) will be
Jor Allah (Alone), the True God. He (Allah) is the Best for reward and the Best for the final end. (La
ilaha illallah- none has the right to be worshipped but Allah).
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So hus_fruits were encurcled (with ruin).
If a person refuses to take precautions, remedies and medications,
then an operation needs to take place. In this case, the owner of the

garden refused to take heed with all the stern warnings he was given,

so the garden was destroyed in order to save him from the hellfire.

(Lo >13): is to surround. All of the fruits and trees were

gone. This resembles people of the dunya (worldly life)

who work day and night, see the fruit of their work, but

end up being deceived by feeling secure, transgressing,

and disbelieving. At that point, the torment comes.

The owner of the garden was deeply regretful for all the time and

money he spent on his garden, and for associating with Allah (4=las s
s—lla_J¢) another partner. His garden distracted him from seeing the
reality of himself.
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And he remained clapping his hands (with sorrow) over what he had spent upon it, while it was all

destroyed on its trellises,

The owner of the garden turned his hands with sorrow for all he spent

on his garden but when a person spends for the sake of Allah («=lax s

ki) then it will not be wasted.

- 2
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and he could only say: "Would that I had ascribed no partners to my Lord!”

He placed himself as judge and disposer, which is only for Allah Ar
Rabb. If a person does not change himself then things will happen to

cause him to change.

Buatis O g Wl 093 (1 A ghiais 458 4 (S5 cJ3
And he had no group of men to help him against Allah, nor could he defend (or save) himself.

When the torment came to his garden, there was no one who could
help him even if they wanted to. He also saw the reality of people
around him. Victory only comes from Allah (ol—is «las ). When

someone realizes the truth in this life, then surely Allah (Jladg 4ilay )

will save him from the punishment of hellfire.
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After regretting and repenting to Allah (s—Jla—Jg 4« —las ), all of his
diseases and sicknesses were removed. Surely Allah (sJla—ig < Slas )

wanted good for him because He showed him in this life as well as his
friend who wanted good for him. He did not want him to face a

greater torment in the hereafter.

Gae 555 Glgs :95:1‘4.\3 Yj_HJJL’Jz

There (on the Day of Resurrection), Al-Walayah (protection, power; authority and kingdom) will be
Jor Allah (Alone), the True God. He (Allah) is the Best for reward and the Best for the final end. (La
ilaha illallah- none has the right to be worshipped but Allah).

The true lit cave is loyalty and companionship belonging only to Allah
(edlamg aslas ). When the dunya (worldly life) goes away, the person

realizes it belongs only to Allah (gJdlatg ilasy). There is no benefit to

wealth, children and supporters if it is not in obedience to Allah

(ol by Claey).
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HOW DO WE ACT ON WHAT WE LEARNED?

Remember that when Allah bestows
us with greater blessings and favours
in this duniya (worldly life), then the
need for gratitude and humility

towards Him become an imperative

duty on us. In the eyes of the world,

wealth and fortune are a means of success
and happiness, but in reality they are means
of great fitna (trial), deception and

temptation if not handled in the right

manner. Likewise, the same also applies to
the one who has less than others. The real
blessing is the blessing of the deen (religion).
Therefore gratitude towards Allah must

never be selective.
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Attachment to the duniya (worldly life) can
lead to the denial of the hereafter, or may
diminish our belief in it. Achievement and
success can bring about a feeling of self-
sufficiency, arrogance, pride and boasting.
When we admire anything in this world, we
must attribute it to Allah and say, “"That
which Allah wills! There is no power but
with Allah!”; which helps us to protect it
and to stay grounded because whatever is
done for Allah’s sake will never perish.
Blessings will discontinue when followed by
disbelief and ingratitude, and it will persist
and multiply when followed by gratitude.
Spending in the way of Allah brings
multiple rewards whereas spending in the
way of the duniya (worldly life) has no barakah
(blessing).
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When we see anyone afflicted with a
sickness or a problem, it must serve as a
warning for us and we must fear being
afflicted from the same and seek Allah’s
protection from it. When we see a friend
drowning in the fitna (inal) of the duniya
(worldly life), we must sincerely advise him
and remind him of his lowly origins, so
that he wakes up from his delusion and is
able to see correctly. At the same time, we
must acknowledge our own helplessness
and show our gratitude to Allah and have

high hopes in His generosity.

We must take Allah as our Wali (Protector
and Guardian) and the believers as our
true friends, and not depend on the duniya

(worldly life) for our sustenance or growth.
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And put forward to them the example of the life of this world: it is like the water (rain) which We
send down from the sky, and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it, and becomes fresh and green.
But (later) it becomes dry and broken pieces, which the winds scatter. And Allah is Able to do

everything

e ol 2l el ’L,,As\;,},mwu)q,au
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Wealth and children are the adornment of the life of this world. But the good righteous deeds, that

last, are better with your Lord for rewards and better in respect of hope.

Ayat (verse) 45 is a parable of the dunya (worldly life) to show people

what will remain and what will go away, what is adornment and what

1s real.
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And put forward to them the example of the life of this world: it is like the water (rain) which We

send down from the sky, and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it, and becomes fresh and green.

The example of the life of the dunya can include anything tangible.

751 69345 L 7is0
But (later) 1t becomes dry and broken pieces, which the winds scatter:

The dunya (worldly life) is attractive but when a person indulges in it
and sees the fruits of it, then he will find no benefit afterwards. The
one who wasted his time on it will be regretful and wish to return to
this life, not to complete his desires, but to make up for his bad deeds

with good deeds and to repent for his sins.

Bida ¢ loh IS ode bl (K5
And Allah is Able to do everything
IJ..\_\A_a) means utmost strength. People will recognize their Lord

because He 1s above anyone’s plan, knowledge or experience.
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Wealth and children are the adornment of the life of this world.)

Paradise is what no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard and that

which has never crossed the hearts of anyone, but because the dunya

(worldly life) is tangible, Allah (oJladg silan) tells us it will go. Wealth

and children are the adornment of this life and are considered the two
most beautiful parts in it. When a person dies, three things follow him,
two will leave and one will remain. The three things are his family,
wealth and deeds. The two that will leave are a person’s children who

will distribute his wealth, and only his deeds will remain.

All of us will be under the ground, even our most beloved ones will
leave us, but our deeds will be loyal to us. Our prayer, Qur’an, dhikr
and good deeds will remain. The one who dies and has righteous

children to supplicate for him, then this will reach his grave as well as

the wealth used for the sake of Allah ((Jdladg dilaa).

Even if we live a hundred years, it is in no comparison to the hundreds
of years in the grave and the eternal life of the hereafter. Our time is

our capital, and we should use it to draw closer to Allah ((Jlais €ilas).

The dunya (worldly life) is a means by which we do our best deeds in
order to know our Creator and worship Him. Our heart needs to be

always connected to Him, love Him, hope from Him and fear Him.
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(453): means adornment and decoration, the decorations

of wealth and children in this life, which will eventually

be removed.

Al 552 135 8l e 55 Sadliall igalihs
But the good righteous deeds, that last, are better with your Lord for rewards and better in respect of
hope.
Righteous good deeds are what will take us to the end of our journey.
Our life’s purpose is to purify ourselves, ask for forgiveness and be
reformed in order to be suitable to live in paradise in the vicinity of
Allah, near the Messengers, where the Angels will welcome and

entertain us, and where we will be under the Shade of Allah (< Sl

(eI
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And [warn of] the Day when We will remove the mountains and you will see the earth prominent, and

We will gather them and not leave behind from them anyone.
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And they will be presented before your Lord in rows, [and He will say/, "You have certainly come to

. &\\

Us just as We created you the first time. But you claimed that We would never make_for you an

appointment.”
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And the record [of deeds] will be placed [open], and you will see the criminals fearful of that within
it, and they will say, "Oh, woe to us! What ts this book that leaves nothing small or great except that

it has enumerated 1t?" And they will find what they did present [before them]. And your Lord does

injustice to no one.
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And [warn of] the Day when We will remove the mountains and you will see the earth prominent,

On the Day of Judgement, the mountains will be removed, despite the

belief of many that they are a permanent fixture.

1251 ke 5055 5 (Al 255
and We will gather them and not leave behind from them anyone.
Allah (dladg 4lacs) will gather everyone on the Day of Judgement, no

matter where they may be scattered or hidden.
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And they will be presented before your Lord in rows, [and He will say/, "You have certainly come to
Us just as We created you the first time. But you claimed that We would never make_for you an

appointment.”

No one will be missing on that Day. We came into this life without
anything and will return the same way, except for what we did for

Allah’s sake.

(I2c3-3): means in the hereafter. No one knows when the

Day of Judgement will take place except Allah («—las—ws
sy,
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And the record [of deeds] will be placed [open],
Everyone has a book of record which will be presented and placed in
front of them. They will receive their book of records in different
ways. The believers will receive it with their right hand and with much
joy. The criminals will receive it with their left hand and place it

behind their back out of shame.

and you will see the criminals fearful of that within i,
Criminals will panic when they see their book of records. This term is
used for the trial of the dunya (worldly life) where the wrongdoers are
called criminals, whereas for the trial of religion, the wrongdoers are

called ((lUs) — oppressors and unjust.

These people were arrogant and proud in the dunya (worldly life).

They accounted everything including their wealth and others, but did

w2

not account themselves. For this reason they will be ((#88uiws) — fearful

B
.

of what their book contains.

-908 -



alia 1 ) & ¥ Biaacin 35183 ¥ S 138 i 25 5 Ggls 55

(and they will say, "Oh, woe to us! What is this book that leaves nothing small or great except that it

has enumerated 1t?”

Out of regret they will make dua’a (supplication) against themselves
and will say, “what is this book that has recorded every big and small

detail?”

o> lslee s 1532 53
And they will find what they did present [before them).

Everything they did will be presented to them.

PR RN A
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And your Lord does injustice to no one.

Their accounting and recompense will be fair and according to what

they earned and the believers will be dealt with Allah’s favor.
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HOW DO WE ACT ON WHAT WE LEARNED?

02

03

The ephemeral nature of this life is
something that we must never forget,
because no matter how beautiful things may
have seemed for a time and how incredible
the joy may have felt to us, it is only a
transient reality. The deeds that were
righteous will be what will remain in the
end and what will benefit us. Therefore we
must beautify our hearts, tongue and limbs
with righteous good deeds, never for once

relying on the tangible things ahead of us.

Time is our capital and deeds are our
currency which we spend for our hereafter.

Therefore spend wisely.

Tangible wealth used in the way of Allah
will also benefit us, long after we are gone
from this earth and will act as a means of

continuous reward in our graves.
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05

Making regular dua (supplication) for
parents even after they have passed away

will be a source of light in their graves.

We must take regular account of
our own deeds instead of
wasting our time accounting
the deeds of others. This
helps us to keep our own
deeds in check and decrease
the burden that we put on
others when we interact
with them or judge them.
Keep in mind that Allah is
the true estimator of deeds and He
will account and give full recompense with

justice and fairness to all.
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TRIAL OF THE SHAITAN
(AYAT 50T053)
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And [mention] when We said to the angels, "Prostrate to Adam," and they prostrated, except for
Iblees. He was of the jinn and departed from the command of his Lord. Then will you take him and
his descendants as allies other than Me while they are enemies to you? Wretched it is _for the

wrongdoers as an exchange.

A APNESHETGYRITHERE
And [mention] when We said to the angels, "Prostrate to Adam,”
Allah (sJlaTg «slas ) spoke to the angels and commanded them to

prostrate to Adam (peace be upon him).

and they prostrated, except for Iblees
Iblis refused to prostrate as a result of his arrogance and logic. This
shows he placed his logic above Allah’s commands. Whereas the
Angels are pure and when a command comes, they are quick to

submit.
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He was of the jinn
This is to remove any doubts or confusion for those who think that

Iblis is an Angel. Angels are made of light while jinn are made of fire;

there is more heat and aggression.

w5y 41 e 3Ludd
and departed from the command of his Lord.
When we submit to our Lord’s command we will be upgraded and
away from fitna (trial). But Iblis departed from his Lord’s command,
and put himself in a trial as a result of that. Allah is our Rabb and He

reforms us when He commands us in order to show our reality.
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Then will you take him and his descendants as allies other than Me while they are enemies to you?

After knowing Iblis transgressed against his Lord, how can we take
him as a wali, (guardian and protector)? Shaitan (the devil) will never

make peace with us, we should not support or trust him.
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Whetched it 1s_for the wrongdoers as an exchange.
During times of trial a person has a choice, either to take Allah (€Glaacs
s—lla—y) as his Wali (guardian or protector) or shaitan (the devil). Only
Allah (dladg <ilas) can bring us success and protection, thus when we

know the reality of the shaitan (the devil) and take him as an enemy,

then he will not deceive us.
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(Allah) made them (Iblis and his offspring) not to witness (nor took their help in) the creation of the
heavens and the earth and not (even) their own creation, nor was I (Allah) to take the misleaders as

helpers.
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And (remember) the Day He will say: "Call those (so-called) pariners of Mine whom you pretended.”
Then they will cry unto them, but they will not answer them, and We shall put a Maubiq (barrier)

between them.
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And the Mujrimun (criminals, polytheists, sinners) shall see the Fire and apprehend that they have to

Jall theremn. And they will find no way of escape from there.
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I (Allah) made them (Iblis and hus offspring) not to witness (nor took thewr help in) the creation of the

heavens and the earth and not (even) their own creation,

No one witnessed the creation of the heavens and the earth. Only

Allah (dlbag 4ilasy) is the Creator and only He disposes the affairs of

the universe.
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nor was 1 (Allah) to take the misleaders as helpers.
How can we can take someone who is misguiding others as a wali

(guardian).

a5 Gl 852 1536 Usi 2359
And (remember) the Day He will say: "Call those (so-called) partners of Mine whom you pretended.”
Allah (dlas <ilascs) will tell all those who associated with Him to call

on their partners — “let them benefit you or take you out from your

problem.” The greatest fitna (trial) is shirk (polytheism).
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Then they will cry unto them, but they will not answer them, and We shall put a Maubiq (barrier)

between them.

They will call on them but will not be answered and there will be

(l/ﬁ_tg_a) (barrier and separation) between those who associated with
Allah (gdlay <ilasi) and those they associated with him. They will be

enemies to one another and in the time when they need each other the
most, they will fail each other. Shirk (associating partners with Allah) is

separation and tawheed (attributing oneness to Allah) is unity.
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And the Mujrimun (criminals, polytheists, sinners) shall see the Fire and apprehend that they have to

Jall therein.
The (03.2 Jil) (criminals) are those who took the shayateen (devils) as

partners as well as any other false partners. Before entering hellfire,

they will see it and are certain they will enter it.
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And they will find no way of escape from there.

There will be no exit or any way out. No one will support them and

there is no friend to help them.
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HOW DO WE ACT ON WHAT WE LEARNED?

(02

Never question the commands or decrees of
Allah instead of submitting to them and
obeying them. Iblis refused to perform just
one prostration thus disobeying Allah and
paying the price for his insolence and
destruction. How many a times do we

imitate Iblis when we refuse to obey?

We must take Allah as our Wali (Protector
and Guardian) and not the shaytaan (devil)
who is our clear and unmistakable enemy,
and whose only goal is our destruction.
Trusting ourselves with anyone other than
Allah is foolishness because only Allah

wants good for us.
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And indeed We have put forth every kind of example in this Qur'an, for mankind. But, man is ever
more quarrelsome than anything
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And nothing prevents men from believing, (now) when the guidance (the Qur'an) has come to them,
and from asking Forgiveness of their Lord, except that the ways of the ancients be repeated with them
(i.e. their destruction decreed by Allah), or the torment be brought to them face to face?
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And We send not the Messengers except as givers of glad tidings and warners. But those who
disbelieve, dispute with false argument, in order to refute the truth thereby. And they treat My Ayat

(proofs, evidence, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.), and that with which they are warned, as a jest

and mockery!
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And indeed We have put_forth every kind of example in this Qur'an, for mankind. But, man is ever
more quarrelsome than anything
When there are warnings, we should take them seriously as this is for

our own safety.

The Qur’an nourishes our soul and gives us an example of everything.
It can bring the best from us and we should be grateful for this so that

we can benefit from it in this time.

Yet most people argue out of stubbornness despite the Qur’an being
clear and because of this arguing, they are distracted from benefitting

from 1it.
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And nothing prevents men_from believing, (now) when the guidance (the Qur'an) has come to them,
and from asking Forgiveness of their Lord, except that the ways of the ancients be repeated with them
(i.e. thewr destruction decreed by Allah), or the torment be brought to them face to face?

During times of trial it is best to stay at home and be with the Qur’an
because this will lead us to ask for forgiveness. But others do not
benefit in times of trial by not believing when the guidance comes to
them, thus they do not ask for forgiveness when their Lord’s nurturing

comes to them.
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And We send not the Messengers except as givers of glad tidings and warners. But those who

disbelieve, dispute with _false argument, in order to refute the truth thereby.

Messengers did not call people to themselves, but are sent by Allah
(dbgg 4lay) to be bearers of glad tidings of paradise, of seeing the

Face of Allah (Jlds i) in paradise, and the promise of victory for

those who believe and ask for forgiveness. But they also came as

warners to those who do not believe or ask for forgiveness.

1554 15551 5 T 1535515

And they treat My Ayat (proofs, evidence, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.), and that with which

they are warned, as a jest and mockery!

A type of disbelief is to mock Allah’s ayat (signs) of warnings and glad

tidings.
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WAY TO SALVATION
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'Uqbah bin "Amar (May Allah be pleased with him) said: I asked the Messenger of Allah
‘AL.uj wle dl (Lo, "How can salvation be achieved?” He replied, "Control your tongue,

keep to your house, and weep over your sins."

In times of trial we need to stop our tongue from speaking

anything that does not increase us in faith.
To remain at home.

To cry over our sins, seek forgiveness and see how we can

change for the better.

These three matters constitute the way to salvation and safety from

any trial, and to be grateful for all Allah (Il 4ilascs) has given us.

9 Riyadh As Saliheen, At Tirmidhi, Book 18, Hadith 1520
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And who does more wrong than he who ts reminded of the Ayat (proofs, evidence, verses, lessons, signs,
revelations, etc.) of his Lord, but turns away from them, forgetting what (deeds) his hands have sent
Sorth. Truly, We have set veils over their hearts lest they should understand this (the Qur'an), and in
their ears, deafness. And if you (O Muhammad aless wle &) sLs) call them to guidance, even then

they will never be guided.
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And your Lord 1s Most Forgiving, Owner of Mercy. Were He to call them to account for what they
have earned, then surely, He would have hastened their punishment. But they have their appointed

time, beyond which they will find no escape.
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And these towns (population, - 'Ad, Thamud) We destroyed them when they did wrong. And We
appointed a fixed time for their destruction.
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And who does more wrong than he who s reminded of the Ayat (proofs, evidence, verses, lessons, signs,

revelations, elc.) of hus Lord,

The greatest of trials is ourselves, when a person is reminded of

Allah’s ayat (signs) and then becomes ungrateful.

S~ ° _F% (. T
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but turns away from them, forgetting what (deeds) his hands have sent forth.

A person who turns away from receiving reminders is in more wrong
than the one who turns away without receiving reminders. To have

faith in times of trial is a great blessing.
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Truly, We have set veils over their hearts lest they should understand this (the Qur'an), and in their
ears, deafness. And if you (O Muhammad sl ©ole &1 gLis) call them to guidance, even then they

will never be guided.
Everything is personal nurturing even if it appears as universal
nurturing. We should reflect upon ourselves and not separate ourselves
from our sins and the reminders we receive. Guidance comes to make

people believe and ask for forgiveness.

- 19 -



2

O13ad 6] Uaat 190l Ly eads 5 31uaassll o3 5aall GB35
And your Lord is Most Forgiving, Owner of Mercy. Were He to call them to account for what they

have earned, then surely, He would have hastened their punishment.
Then Allah (s «slas ) stretches His Hands for forgiveness. Our

Lord, the One Who reforms us is forgiving and is the Owner of

Mercy. When we cry over our sins, we need to know that Allah (<ilaas
s ladg) forgives and showers us with mercy. We need to seek forgiveness
and repent, even if we do not know of the sin because Allah («—laa—ws

i) is happy when we repent.

30555 493 09 lpdint o 38 1 s
But they have their appointed time, beyond which they will find no escape.
We all have an appointment when Allah (Jlag ilac) will judge and
account us. May Allah (s—Jla—is «Slas i) pardon us and overlook our

mistakes because He is The Most Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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And these towns (population, - 'Ad, Thamud) We destroyed them when they did wrong And We

appointed a_fixed time for their destruction.

Allah (dlaig 4las) gives an example of the people before us.
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And Allah would not punish them while you (Muhammad alews <sle 1 L) are amongst them, nor

will He punish them while they seek (Allah's) Forgiveness.

We will be safe and protected when we seek forgiveness.
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HOW DO WE ACT ON WHAT WE LEARNED?

02

The ayat (signs) of Allah are not to be used
as a subject of mockery or jest, but they are
for sincere contemplation and purpose, else
it may turn into a form of disbelief.
Therefore we must take every sign, every
warning, and glad tiding that comes from
Allah with genuine intent and never argue

or push it away from us.

We must appreciate and acknowledge the
significance of our faith and the guidance
that is bestowed upon us through the
Qur’an when it reaches us. Failing which
these precious gifts could be taken away,
and the heart sealed from understanding
the truth. It is a type of oppression we put
ourselves through when we turn away from
Allah’s reminders and become heedless of
His ayat (signs), showing needless
ingratitude. Instead we must use those

reminders to assess our own selves and use it
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03

to correct our mistakes and reform
ourselves. Knowledge and wisdom of
the deen (religion) are a great
responsibility which cannot be taken
lightly, rather they are an amanah
(trust) which must be dealt in
with great humility and

gratitude.

Seeking constant forgiveness
and repentance towards Allah
every day, even if we are
unaware of the sins we commit,
are a means of protection from trials and

suffering.
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TRIAL OF KNOWLEDGE:
STORY OF MUSA (PEAGE BE

UPON HIM) AND AL-KHIDR
(AYAT60T082)
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And (remember) when Musa (Moses) said to his boy-servant: "I will not give up (travelling) until 1
reach the junction of the two seas or (until) I spend years and years in travelling "
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But when they reached the junction of the two seas, they forgot thewr fish, and it took its way through

the sea as i a tunnel.
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So when they had passed further on (beyond that fixed place), Musa (Moses) said to his boy-servant:

"Bring us our morning meal; truly, we have suffered much_fatigue in this, our journey.”
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He said: "Do you remember when we betook ourselves to the rock? I indeed forgot the fish; none but

Shaitan (Satan) made me forget to remember it. It took its course into the sea in a strange (way)!"
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[Musa (Moses)] said: "That is what we have been secking." So they went back retracing their

Jootsteps.

Musa (aM—ull 4ulc) was asked if he was the most knowledgeable and he
replied “yes”, but Allah (sla—ig «lasy) told him there was someone
else, and so Musa (a3 —wll 42l <) wanted to meet him. The trial of

knowledge is not about belief or disbelief but elevation and the trial of
authority is about applying and doing one’s best when he has
authority. We see that these two trials are about knowledge and action,

and not about belief and disbelief.
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And (remember) when Musa (Moses) said to his boy-servant: "I will not gwe up (travelling) until 1

reach the junction of the two seas
This story of Musa (ad—eull 4.l_<) is only mentioned in Surah Al Kahf.
Despite Musa (aMwll 2le) having the Tawrat (Torah), he still wanted to

learn when he realized someone had knowledge that he did not know.
This type of knowledge was not the typical kind taught through books
and studying, but a knowledge taught practically through real life

examples and decrees.
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Musa (2l 4ule) travelled along with (2 I_“\s_l) — his servant boy Yusha’
ibn Noon, who accompanied Musa (adull 4ule) in travel and residence,

and later became a Prophet after Musa (a3l 4ule) passed away.

or (until) 1 spend years and years in travelling

To travel for a long time in order to see knowledge shows Musa’s

longing and determination.
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But when they reached the junction of the two seas, they forgot thewr fish, and it took its way through
the sea as in a tunnel.
The junction of two seas was the first sign that they had reached their
designated place. Then, water from the sea was meant to splash onto
the fish they were eating, which was supposed to cause the fish to come
back to life and swim smoothly into the sea. They missed this sign

because Musa (adall 4ile) slept and Yusha’ saw it but forgot to mention

it.
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So when they had passed further on (beyond that fixed place), Musa (Moses) said to his boy-servant:

"Bring us our morning meal; truly, we have suffered much fatigue in this, our journey.”

They missed the second sign and continued to pass further. When they

felt tired, it was an indication that they had gone too far.
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He said: "Do you remember when we betook ourselves to the rock? I indeed forgot the fish; none but

Shaitan (Satan) made me forget to remember it. 1t took its course into the sea in a strange (way)!”

At night they went to sleep near a stone which was known between the
two seas. Then Yusha’ admitted that he forgot to mention seeing the
fish and it was the shaitan (the devil) who caused him to forget. He
said that when water splashed on the dead fish, it came to life and

swam into the sea. It was an amazing scene which Yusha’ saw but
Musa (sl 42le) did not.
Musa (a)—ull 42l <) only told Yusha’ about the first sign which was the

meeting point of the two seas and not the second sign about the fish.

The sign of the fish was only inspired to Musa (aM—wll «2l_<). When
Musa (pd—udl 42L_<) talked about his feelings, it opened for Yusha’ to

speak about the strange thing he had witnessed about the fish.
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[Musa (Moses)] said: "That is what we have been seeking." So they went back retracing their

Jootsteps.
Musa (aMuull 42le) informed him that this was exactly the sign they were

looking for. So they retraced their footsteps and returned to the place

they were meant to meet Al Khidr.
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Then they found one of Our slaves, on whom We had bestowed mercy_from Us, and whom We had

taught knowledge from Us.
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Musa (Moses) said to him (Khidr): "May I follow you so that you teach me something of that

knowledge (guidance and true path) which you have been taught (by Allah)?"

() Rl i ety 36

He (Khidr) said: "Verily you will not be able to have patience with me!
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"And how can_you have patience about a thing which you know not?"
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Musa (Moses) said: "If Allah wills, you will find me patient, and I will not disobey you in aught.”
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He (Khadr) said: "Then, if you follow me, ask me not about anything till I myself mention of it to

you.”
(Lale BAT oo lales Guie B3 Aady 3T Balie &3 1052 10550

Then they found one of Our slaves, on whom We had bestowed mercy from Us, and whom We had

taught knowledge from Us,
Al Khidr was among the slaves of Allah (lais 4ila), and his student
Musa (pM—wll 42l_<) was a messenger of determination. Among the
qualities of Al Khidr was the mercy granted by Allah (Jlaby las ).
He cared for his student and told Musa (a3l 4:le) that he can be with
him, but Musa (adall 4le) will not be patient with him.
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Musa (Moses) said to him (Khidr): "May 1 follow you so that you teach me something of that

knowledge (guidance and true path) which you have been taught (by Allah)?”
Musa (adull 42Le) showed great respect to Al Khidr despite Musa («:le
ad—ll) being a messenger of determination because Al Khidr was his

teacher. “Rushd” mentioned in the ayat (verse) is to gain reflections, to

be on target and get to the heart of a matter.
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He (Khudy) said: "Verily you will not be able to have patience with me!

Here we find a direct and straightforward response from Al Khidr,
similar to the style of Musa (aM—ull 4l_<). Al Khidr was not someone

who knew the unseen but Allah (slasg <5la ) inspired him through
his life and Allah’s actions. Al Khidr knew Musa (adwall 42le) would not

be patient.

202 1 o120\ 12 7.0
"And how can you have patience about a thing which you know not?”

A person needs to encompass everything with knowledge before taking

action. Al Khidr told Musa (pd—-ll <2l <) directly, “how can you be

patient on something you cannot encompass?”. He knew that Musa

() —eall ol <) could not encompass everything with the knowledge he
had.
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Musa (Moses) said: "If Allah wills, you will find me patient, and I will not disobey you in aught.”
Musa (a3uull 42le) only focused on his actions, even though patience is a

requirement while seeking this type of knowledge.

- 133 -



55 4o S Eian o giodh o Il DB il o3 Y15

He (Khudy) said: ""Then, if you follow me, ask me not about anything tll I myself mention of 1t to

you.”
Al Khidr allowed Musa (@Ml <2l <) to follow him but with the

condition that he not ask about matters, because the more a person

asks whilst seeking knowledge, the more he restricts himself.

Al Khidr promised Musa (a0 —wll 2l_<) that he would show him and

clarify for him when the time was right.
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So they both proceeded, till, when they embarked the ship, he (Khidr) scuttled it. Musa (Moses) said:
"Have you scuttled it in order to drown ils people? Verily, you have commutied a thing "Imr" (a

Munkar - evil, bad, dreadful thing).”

(Gife /E:””‘U/“J’/""J\’

He (Khidr) saud: "Dud I not tell you, that you would not be able to have patience with me?"
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[Musa (Moses)] said: "Call me not to account for what I forgot, and be not hard upon me_for my

affair (with you)."”

So they both proceeded, till, when they embarked the ship, he (Khudr) scuttled it. Musa (Moses) said:
"Have you scuttled it in order to drown its people? Verily, you have commutted a thing "Imr" (a

Munkar - evil, bad, dreadful thing).”

Al Khidhr caused a ship to sink. On the surface, this appeared to be a
bad thing. However, a person should not judge, but be hopeful of the

future.
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He (Khudr) said: "Did I not tell you, that you would not be able to have patience with me?”
Al Khidhr did not change his words, but mentioned to Musa («l <
ad—ll) again, “verily you will not be patient with me”. Allah (4Slas
s—lla—3g) taught Al Khidr knowledge of the unseen, but he is not
someone to be idolized. Allah (la—ig iilas) teaches whomever he

wills.
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[Musa (Moses)] said: "Call me not to account_for what I forgot, and be not hard upon me for my
affair (with you).”

Musa (ad—ull 2le) wanted to continue with Al Khidr and told him not

to take him to account for forgetting. To forget is an acceptable excuse,

just as Musa (pd—ull 42L¢) did not account Yusha’ when he forgot to tell
him about the fish. Al Khidhr pardoned him and allowed him to

continue. Knowledge of a teacher through a decree is different from
what is taught through a book. A student sees the teacher as someone
who themselves go through training so that the student is not attached
to him. And the teacher learns through decrees to show that he still

needs to learn himself.
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Then they both proceeded, tll they met a boy, and he (Khidr) killed him. Musa (Moses) said: "Have
you killed an innocent person who had killed none? Verily, you have commutted a thing Nukr (a great
Munkar - prohibited, evil, dreadful thing)!"
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(Rhadr) said: "Did 1 not tell you that you can have no patience with me?"”

et B
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[Musa (Moses)] said: "If 1 ask you anything after this, keep me not in_your company, you have

recewed an excuse from me."
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Then they both proceeded, till they met a boy, and he (Khidr) killed him. Musa (Moses) said: "Have
you killed an innocent person who had killed none? Verily, you have commutted a thing Nukr (a great

Munkar - prohibited, evil, dreadful thing

They came across a young boy who Al Khidr proceeded to kill. This

must have been an extremely difficult situation for Musa (adwul ale) to

witness. He was very angry because how could the killing of a boy be

justified? Musa (@d—wdl <2l <) told Al Khidhr, “have you killed an

mnocent person who did not kill another? Verily this is unacceptable

by anyone.”
Al Khidhr was a slave of Allah (sJdlaJg 4ilas i) who was given mercy

from Him and knowledge about decrees. He did not do anything out

of personal desire, but by Allah’s permission.
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He (Khidr) saud: "Dud I not tell you, that you would not be able to have patience with me?”

This is another reminder from Al Khidr regarding their initial meeting

and what he said at the time.
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[Musa (Moses)] said: "If I ask you anything afier this, keep me not in your company, you have

recetved an excuse from me.”
Musa (aM—ull 4.l <) acknowledges the conditions initially laid out by Al

Khidr and his failure to comply with them, thereby letting him know

that they would part ways if he continued on this path.

It 1s important for a student to appreciate and be grateful to have a

teacher as well as be able to learn.
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Then they both proceeded, till, when they came to the people of a town, they asked them for food, but
they refused to entertain them. Then they found therein a wall about to collapse and he (Khidr) set it

up straight. [Musa (Moses)] said: If you had wished, surely, you could have taken wages for it!"

v
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(Rhidr) said: "I his is the parting between me and you, I will tell you the interpretation of (those)

things over which you were unable to hold patience.

This is the last scene between Musa (aM—wull <ol <) and Al Khidr
following which Musa (a3l 4ule) was to decide his next step. This is to

show that our life is divided into two parts - one part is our past when
we did not have a choice and were impatient, and the other part is

after we have knowledge and wisdom, and can decide.
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In the first two scenes, Al Khidr did something that appeared to be
bad to those who were good. But in this scene, Al Khidr did something
good to people who were not worthy. The point is to not judge
because it is not about people, but the future that will come as a result

of those actions and decrees.
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Then they both proceeded, till, when they came to the people of a town, they asked them for food, but

they refused to entertain them.)

The people of the town refused to accommodate them by not giving

them food or accommodation.

22
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Then they found therein a wall about to collapse and he (Khudr) set it up straight.

Despite the hostility from the town’s people, Al Khidr proceeded to do
something of benefit.

halale Sy & 51 U6
[Musa (Moses)] said: If you had wished, surely, you could have taken wages for it!”

This is to teach us not to judge the decree we face in life and not to

judge the people we will face in the future either.
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(Khidr) said: ""Thus is the parting between me and you
Musa’s comment was not acceptable with Al Khidr so Al Khidr said
that now is the separation between them. This shows the teacher can

finish anytime he wills. Al Khidr will now give him the interpretation
of the three actions which Musa (a3wll 4:le) could not bear.

Biie 44l a2l 6 ol 2L
L will tell you the interpretation of (those) things over which you were unable to hold patience.
Because of Musa’s lack of patience, they part ways but before that Al
Khidr proceeds to explain and interpret everything that took place.
When we submit and remain patient then we will learn more.

Knowledge is an upgrade, but it should not be used to judge or look

down on others.
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And when he attained hus_full strength, and was perfect (in manhood), We bestowed on him Hukm

(Prophethood and right judgement of the affairs) and religious knowledge [of the religion of his

Jorefathers i.e. Islamic Monotheism|. And thus do We reward the Muhsinun (i.e. good doers)

Musa (ad—all 4ale) was raised in the home of an enemy, but was taught

wisdom and knowledge, all of which was before receiving the Tawrat.
Many things happened in Musa’s life that he did not have a say in. For
example, he was thrown into the sea as a baby and he was raised in

the house of Firaoun, but he did not choose this.

Things happened in Musa’s life when he was a baby and had no say,
but Allah (Jladg 4ilaa) took care of him until he became upright.
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THE FIRST STORY was about a ship being destroyed, but it was

destroyed to be saved from a king who was taking ships that had no
defects. Similarly, Musa (a3l 4ule) was thrown into the sea to be saved

from a king (Firaoun) from taking innocent boys and killing them.

THE SECOND STORY was about the killing of an innocent boy. Al

Khidhr took the role of Firaoun who was killing innocent boys, but

this was all a means for Musa (adeull 4le) to become a messenger.

THE THIRD STORY is about a town that did not accommodate them, but

Al Khidr still helped them. Al Khidr took the role of Firaoun who
took care of Musa (a3l 4ule) though he did not ask for a reward.
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"As_for the ship, it belonged to Masakin (poor people) working in the sea. So I wished to make a

defective damage in it, as there was a king belhind them who seized every ship by force.

The first decree touched the ship, the second decree touched the
young boy, and the third decree touched the wall. This shows that the
decree can befall objects and people. The first decree impacted needy

people, the second impacted believing parents and the third impacted

two young orphan boys.

"As for the ship, it belonged to Masakin (poor people) working in the sea.

The ship was a test but a test that had two sides - one for the needy

people working on it and the other for the king who wanted to take it.
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Before, Al Khidr only mentioned a ship for the people, and did not
mention they were needy. Had he mentioned they were needy to Musa

(! 2l <) from the start, then the reaction would be worse. And this

teaches us that in the decree some information is concealed from us as

a mercy.

—
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So 1 wished to make a defective damage in it

Al Khidr mentions himself he wanted to cause damage to the ship,

which is an object. Note he does not attribute any evil to Allah (4ilases

ollay).
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as there was a king behind them who seized every ship by force

Behind them was a king taking every ship by force. Thus because of

their damaged ship, they were saved from having it taken by the king

This teaches us that in life we go through some kind of “harm” in our

life, in order to be protected from a greater harm.
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"And as for the boy, his parents were believers, and we feared lest he should oppress them by rebellion
and disbelief.
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"So we intended that their Lord should change him_for them_for one better in righteousness and nearer

to merc).

In the second story the decree is the loss of a life, but had this child
remained alive then he would have taken himself and his family to

hellfire. Thus losses take place in this life to be saved from a greater
trial and eternal loss. Allah (Jdladg ilasis) is The All-Knower and He
knows every possibility that can occur. Certainly He always decrees the

best possibility because other options would have been a worse

outcome.

Also there is no loss with Allah (dladg <ilascs). They gained their faith
and a better child, thus all of them including the one who was killed
will be in paradise.
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Allah (gdla—y «5lasw) will not burden anyone beyond what they can
handle. Allah (Jlas <silass) does not challenge the people, but wants

to save them. Therefore it is important to always think good of Him.
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"And as for the boy, his parents were believers, and we feared lest he should oppress them by rebellion

and disbelief:
o o 2 .
The parents of the boy were ((#a—s38s), true, constant believers. Had

the boy grown up and not died, he would have transgressed and
disbelieved, and would have made his parents transgress outwardly

and disbelieve inwardly.
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HOUSE IN PARADISE FOR THE ONE WHO LOSES A CHILD
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'Ad-Dahhak bin Abdur-Rahman bin Arzab narrated to me, from Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari: "The
Messenger of Allah said: "When a child of the slave (of Allah) died, Allah says to the angels: "Have
you taken the fruits of his work." They reply: "Yes." So He says: "What did My slave say?" They

reply: "He praised you and mentioned that to You ts the return."” So Allah says: "Build a house in

g

Paradise for My slave, and name it "the house of prazse.

5K 4a s Lo%,l.y’rl TL"
"So we intended that their Lord should change him_for them_for one better in righteousness and nearer
to mercy.

When Allah (Jladg 4ilaa) takes away anything He will always replace

it with something better. Their Lord and Nurturer wanted to give
them the best child who was good, pure, righteous and dutiful to his
parents. The child who died would have been disobedient and
rebellious, and Allah (s—Jla—ig «Slas ) always wants the best for the

believer.

9 Sahih Aj Jami’e 795, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih
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"And as for the wall, 1t belonged to two orphan boys in the town; and there was under it a treasure
belonging to them; and their father was a righteous man, and your Lord intended that they should
attain thewr age of full strength and take out their treasure as a mercy from your Lord. And I did them
not of my own accord. That is the interpretation of those (things) over which you could not hold

patience.”

Every decree that happens in our life is to enrich us. In this ayah
(verse) we find the interpretation of the third story when Al Khidr and
Musa (adeall 4ule) reached a town and sought food, but were refused. A

person should not stop doing good because he is not seeking reward

from people, but from Allah (Jladg €ilas).
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"And as for the wall, 1t belonged to two orphan boys in the town;)

Although this particular decree was about a wall, it impacted two
orphan boys. Here we find that the first story was about a ship which
was a trial for wealth. The second story was the killing of a child,
which was a trial for children. And the third story involved both a trial
for wealth and children. And as mentioned in the below ayat (verse)
wealth and children are an adornment for this life but it is good deeds

done for Allah (dladg <ilasis) which will remain.

SURAH AL KAHF 46

2 2

- &, » - Y ,”,’1,&‘/?, It ”/:/ L7 ATt X o2,
e el Gl coandly Ll gead) a0 dly S

P

P
Z

N PPN
(oD blgels

Wealth and children are the adornment of the life of this world. But the good righteous deeds, that

last, are better with your Lord for rewards and better in respect of hope.

The two orphan boys were in the city where there was a treasure.

Although this information was not revealed to Musa (2l 42l <) from

the start because had this been known to him, then his reaction would

have been different.
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and there was under 1t a treasure belonging to them; and their father was a righteous man,

The treasure was underneath a wall and their father was a righteous

man. Anyone who is righteous is surely a believer and Allah (< Slaa—s
s baig) will give him more by protecting his children and his children’s
property. The righteousness of the father reaped benefits after his

death so much so that it affected his offspring and wealth.

Some may think that because he is a righteous person, he should
spend all his money in charity, not leaving anything for his children.

But then this will put his children to trial.

KEEP WEALTH FOR YOUR CHILDREN
"Bl B8 Ediedl " A G s T ey dele dll o ) Js iy S3LE B
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"The Messenger of Allah alig wle &1 gLa came to visit me while I was sick. He said: 'Do_you
have a will?" I said: "Yes." He said: "For how much?' I savd: "All of my wealth, for the cause of
Allah." He said: "What did you leave for your children?"" He (Sa'd) said: "They are rich in goodness.’
He saud: "Will a tenth."" He (Sa'd) said: "He alosg 4le &bl oLon continued decreasing it until he

said: "Will a third, and a third is too great.""?

10 Jami® at-Tirmidhi 975
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It does not negate tawwakul (reliance on Allah) to take the means of

leaving wealth for one’s children.
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and your Lord intended that they should attain their age of full strength and take out their treasure as a
mercy from your Lord. And I did them not of my own accord. That is the interpretation of those
(things) over which you could not hold patience.”

Sometimes we do good for someone without even knowing what the
impact would be. This is Allah’s Want. For example if we see
something about to fall, we should fix it or if we see something on the
street that can cause harm, we should remove it. If Al Khidr did not
straighten the wall at that time then the children would have found the

treasure at a young age and it would have become a trial for them.
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SUPPLICATION FOR FIRMNESS, GRATITUDE,
TRUTHFUL TONGUE AND SOUND HEART
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“I accompanied Shaddad bin Aws [may Allah be pleased with him] on a journey, so he said: “Should

1 not teach you what the Messenger of Allah used to teach us? That you say: “O Allah, I ask You_for
steadfastness in the affair and I ask You for determination upon guidance, and I ask You to make me
grateful for Your favoy, and excellence in worshiping You, and I ask You for a truthful tongue and a
sound heart, and I seek refuge in You from the evil of what You know, and I ask You_for the good of
what You know, and I seek Your forgiweness for that which You know. Veriy, You are the Knower of

all that is hidden.!!

!l Jami® at-Tirmidhi 3407
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HOW DO WE ACT ON WHAT WE LEARNED?

Seeking knowledge is a noble deed,
and if done with longing and
determination, that path will be made
easy because it shows one’s

truthfulness and sincerity in wanting

to acquire it. But beware of the fitna (trial)
01 of knowledge creeping in, where one feels

superior to another because of what one

knows. Knowledge must not be used as a

weapon to wound others, but it must be

used as a source of giving life to the dead
hearts. Therefore we must always show
humility, patience and kindness in dealing

with people who know less than us.
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No matter how great a scholar may be, he is
still deficient in his knowledge and there is
still a lot more he does not know and Allah
may at some point decide to enhance his
knowledge. A scholar or teacher who learns
through a decree is different from what is
grasped through a book. A student needs to
realise that even teachers have the need to
go through intense training in order to
teach, and he must not become attached to
him, which may become a cause of shirk
(associating partners with Allah), but instead
the student must be respectful and

appreciative of his teacher at all times.

Learning is not all about the bookish
knowledge that we lay so much emphasis
on. We may gain knowledge through
difficult decrees and strange situations,
which 1s in truth the highest level of
learning, that happens through life
experiences. Questioning and judging
situations in life only hinder our learning
and postpone the benefits of knowledge

from reaching us. And Allah is the ultimate
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reformer and teacher. Knowledge which has

been lying dormant could be brought back

to life and upgraded if it is the will of Allah.

DECREES CAN BE OF SEVERAL KINDS;

o}

There may be some decrees that look
evil and disturbing on the outside, but
could be filled with much mercy and

goodness on the inside.

Decrees may befall objects too, but the

impact of it is only on humans.

Some decrees may be apparent and

some may be concealed.

Any apparent loss or harm may infact
be a mercy and protection from
permanent damage or injury and for

something better to be put in its place.
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All the decrees that happen in our life are to
enrich us. But everything said and done, we
must internalise the fact that whatever
happens, happens through the will and
permission of Allah, and we must always
think good of Him. Many a times we forget
our own experiences in life, and hastily
judge others to our own disadvantage.
Whatever we witness in this life, also
unravels a part of our own existence,
through which we learn the true reality of
our baser selves. Therefore pay close
attention to life and pause and think before

reacting or judging.

Poverty can be a means of trial for people.
Therefore we must try our best to leave
some wealth for our offspring and enrich
them once they are mature, so that they
may not have to face the trial of poverty
after we are gone. It is not righteousness to
spend all of our wealth on charity without
leaving anything for our children. Leaving
behind wealth for children does not negate

tawakkul (trust) in Allah .
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TRIAL OF AUTHORITY:

STORY OF DHUL GQARNAIN
(AYAT 8370 98)
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And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnain. Say: "I shall recite to you something of hus story.

"
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Verily, We established ham in the earth, and We gave him the means of everything
e ”L;

So he followed a way.
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Until, when he reached the setting place of the sun, he found it setting in a spring of black muddy (or

hot) water. And he_found near it a people. We (Allah) said (by inspiration): "O Dhul-Qarnain!

Lather you punish them, or treat them with kindness.”
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He said: "As for kim (a disbeliever in the Oneness of Allah) who does wrong, we shall punish him,

and then he will be brought back unto his Lord, Who will punish him with a terrible torment (Hell).
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"But as_for him who believes (in Allah's Oneness) and works righteousness, he shall have the best

reward, (Paradise), and we (Dhul-Qarnain) shall speak unto him mild words (as instructions).”

Dhul Qarnain was a just and fair king, he was not a messenger but
was tested with authority and did his best. First he went to the west

then to the east, and then the middle.

Tor the trial of authority, it is not about how much is done, but about
establishing, encompassing and then building. What Dhul Qarnain
built will remain until the Day of Judgement. It is a wall which saved
people from a mischievous creation (Gag and Magog). Allah (< ilas
s—lady) told the Prophet (pluy ol e il o) to tell them some of the

story of Dhul Qarnain which would be a reminder for them.

Allah (dladg 4ilaa ) established Dhul Qarnain on the land, meaning

he was free to do whatever he wanted and was given the resources to
implement them. Before building and progression, Dhul Qarnain

wanted to establish justice by filtering the people.
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He went to the west and Allah (lladg 4ilass) gave him the authority to

either punish them or do good to them. Dhul Qarnain took the means

and Allah (dladg <ilasi) guided him to go to the right place. He went

to the last place where the sun sets and could see it with his eyes as if it

was a black spring of water.

He then proceeded to divide the people into two groups - those who
clearly transgressed, and those who believed and did righteous good
deeds. As for those who transgressed, there were two punishments; one
was to be punished by him in this life and if the person did not repent,
then he would also be punished by Allah (g—la—Jg «las i) in the

hereafter.

As for the people who believed and did righteous good deeds, then for
them was a reward from Allah (gJlads <ilas) and then a reward from

himself. He magnified Allah’s reward in the hereafter, which is

paradise so the people would remain sincere.
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Then he followed another way,
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Until, when he came to the rising place of the sun, he found it rising on a people for whom We (Allah)

had provided no shelter against the sun.
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So (it was)! And We knew all about him (Dhul-Qarnain).

From the west Dhul Qarnain went to the farthest point in the east. He
reached a land where people were not exposed to the outside world.

He saw them, but there is no mention of something more.
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He then reached the place where the sun first rises and found a people
who were always exposed to the sun. It is said they did not have homes

and were uncivilized people, yet Allah (sdlazig <ilas ) gave them the

ability to survive. It was Allah’s decree to cause Dhul Qarnain to

discover this land and only Allah (—laJg «Slas ) knows what he did

there. This shows that the one in charge does good to others, but does

not need to always expose it, but keeps it as a secret deed between him

and Allah.
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Then he followed (another) way,
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Until, when he reached between two mountains, he found, before (near) them (those two mountains), a

people who scarcely understood a word.
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They said: "O Dhul-Qarnain! Verily Yajuj and Ma'juy (Gog and Magog) are doing great mischief in

the land. Shall we then pay you a tribute in order that you might erect a barrier between us and them?"
-~
Z > }/’// ,vl"/,$ .,«} . ‘/) v - . u"///:

He saud: "That (wealth, authority and power) in which my Lord had established me s better (than

your tribute). So help me with strength (of men), I will erect between you and them a barrier:
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The theme for the stories of Dhul Qarnain revolve around safety. The
first story was to set up rules of justice, the second to observe and
know who is under his authority, and the third is protecting others
from mischievous people. It is everyone’s right to be safe whether
through rules and legislations or to construct something physical in

order to protect the people.

Dhul Qarnain went to the far west then to the far east, then he went

northwards by taking the means Allah (Jladg 4ilascs) gave him. That

was until he reached a place between two mountains and found a
people who others could not understand because their tongue was not

fluent or they could not grasp matters. Allah (g <ilasis) gave Dhul

Qarnain different means by which it allowed him to understand their

speech and communicate with them. Allah (g ilaacs) will give the

means to understand others for those in a position of authority.

The people called him “Dhul Qarnain” which means two horns.
Perhaps he wore a crown with two horns or it represents the east and
west. They immediately told him their issue about the two nations of
Gog and Magog who were mischievous and what they would like for

him to do about it.

Then they offered a contribution to him for the service he would
provide. However, Dhul Qarnain was not desirous of the worldly life.
His intention was to reform, fix and lift any kind of mischief faced by

the people.
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Dhul Qarnain told them he would build a strong barrier for them, but
they were to help him. He accepted their idea showing his openness,

and when they asked for a (l:_u-:) a barrier, he offered to build a (L.é.AJ),

which is a stronger type of barrier. Thus the one in charge always

offers something better.

-169 -



SURAH AL KAHF

367098

//)

| AR
sdkam b\""‘ W\J\s ;)\94\.4} L)\:LS}L»‘D‘G:’- -4\3-)-;- )Jj‘c
N L v /,.a’_.,_)/////
g > e gy
o hddade s sl JELL
"Give me preces (blocks) of iron;" then, when he had filled up the gap between the two mountain-cliffs,

he said: "Blow;" then when he had made them (red as) fire, he said: "Bring me molten copper to pour

over them."
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So they [Yajuy and Ma'jw (Gog and Magog)] could not scale it or dig through it.
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(Dhul-Qarnain) said: "This is a mercy_from my Lord, but when the Promise of my Lord comes, He

shall level 1t dowwn to the ground. And the Promuse of my Lord is ever true.
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Dhul Qarnain told the people that he was grateful for the authority
Allah (Jlads <laas) had bestowed on him and when the barrier was

completed, he attributed it to Allah (dlads 4ilass). He mentioned that
whatever was built would go away when the Promise of Allah (Slaw
«-lg) would come, showing he had no attachment to his achievement
or work.

First Dhul Qarnain told them to bring two resources — iron and
copper. There were blocks of iron, fire to melt the iron and then
molten copper would be poured over it. They gathered blocks of iron,
and then Dhul Qarnain leveled them between the two mountains. He

told them to blow and then poured molten copper to make a strong

barrier between the mountains.

Gog and Magog were unable to climb it or dig through it. Then he

said, “when Allah’s promise comes, He will level this barrier”.
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HOW DO WE ACT ON WHAT WE LEARNED?

When Allah tests us with authority, we must
appreciate the position Allah has bestowed
upon us, attributing all the blessings to Him.
And we must make use of it in the best
manner, by making sure that people under
our authority are treated fairly and justly,
disciplining wherever necessary, and
supporting wherever necessary. Ability and
resources when given, if not used correctly,
can become a means of great trial and
struggle for us. We must take all the means
Allah has provided us, and use it to establish
His religion and not for worldly desires or
gains, so that we may be guided to the
correct path, because power can be a cause

of great fitna (trial).
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02

It is upon the authority to provide
safety and protection to its subjects,
and establish divine laws and
legislations to help societies prosper

and develop into great nations.
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CONGLUSION: DAY OF JUDGEMENT
(AYAT 9970 110)
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And on that Day [i.e. the Day Ya'jy and Ma'jy (Gog and Magog) will come out], We shall leave
them to surge like waves on one another; and the Trumpet will be blown, and We shall collect them

(the creatures) all together:
@ > - < et s P
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And on that Day We shall present Hell to the disbelievers, plain to view -
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(1o) those whose eyes had been under a covering from My Reminder (this Qur'an), and who could not

bear to hear (it).

The fitna itself is painful and we seek refuge with Allah (dladg ilascy)

from all trials. In order to be protected from any trial, we need to be
patient with good companions and not to look at the adornment of
the dunya (worldly life). The one who looks at the attractions of the

dunya (worldly life) will be attracted to the Dajjal.
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We should also not be heedless from looking at Allah’s ayah (signs)
because the one who is heedless will not be able to hear the truth.
Trials are like fire; there are those who will overcome them with more
faith and hope, and others who fail and do not change for the better.
They are also warnings for those who are negligent and glad tidings

for the good-doers.

On the Day of Judgement, all people will be gathered together with
the blowing of the Trumpet and all souls will be reunited with their

bodies.
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VIRTUE OF FIRST TEN AND LAST TEN AYAT
OF SURAH AL KAHF
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Abud-Darda’" (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
The Messenger of Allah aless 4sle &1 (Lo said: "Whoever commits to memory the first

len Ayat of the Surat Al-Kahf, will be protected from (the trial of) Ad-Deagjal (Antichrist)."

In another narration, the Messenger of Allah slews e &) Lo said: "(Whoever commits to
memory) the last ten Ayat of Surat Al-Kahf he will be protected from (the trial of) Ad-Dajjal
(Antichrist). "2

The greatest fitna (trial) is shirk and when people take good people as
awliya. A person will lose all his deeds when he takes another as awliya

whilst thinking he is doing good.

12 Riyadh As Saliheen, Muslim, Book 9, Hadith 1021
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Do then those who disbelieved think that they can take My slaves [i.e., the angels, Allah's Messengers,
'Isa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary)] as Auliya' (lords, gods, protectors) besides Me? Verily, We have
prepared Hell as an entertainment for the disbelievers (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic

Monotheism).

Surah Al Kahf is about protection from trials. People want help from
others to take them out of their problems. But Allah is Al Wali, The

True Guardian and Supporter Whom we need to trust.

SURAH AL KAHF 44
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There (on the Day of Resurrection), Al-Walayah (protection, powes; authority and kingdom) will be
Jor Allah (Alone), the True God. He (Allah) is the Best for reward and the Best for the final end. (La
ilaha illallah- none has the right to be worshipped but Allah).
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During times of trial some people become very desperate. Either they
take the shaitan (the devil) and bad people as awliya, turning to magic,
or there are those who turn to good people and take them as awliya,
worshipping them besides Allah.

Allah (s—la—ig «slar ) has prepared hellfire for the disbelievers who
worshipped good people as awliya. We should only take Allah (4lass
dladg) as our Wali.
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Say (O Muhammad slss ile &1 Ls): "Shall We tell you the greatest losers in respect of  (their)

deeds?
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"Those whose efforts have been wasted in this life while they thought that they were acquiring good by
their deeds.
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"They are those who deny the Ayat (proofs, evidence, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) of their
Lord and the Meeting with Him (in the Hereafler). So their works are in vain, and on the Day of

Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for them.
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"That shall be their recompense, Hell; because they disbelieved and took My Ayat (proofs, evidence,

verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) and My Messengers by way of jest and mockery.
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Allah (JbSg Glass) commands the Prophet (abeg wle dil oLs) to say,

“do you want to know who are the greatest losers in deeds?”. It is the

worst thing to assume we did good during a trial when in fact it was a

complete loss.
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Except those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous good deeds, and recommend one
another to the truth [i.e. order one another to perform all kinds of good deeds (Al-Ma'ruf) which Allah
has ordained, and abstain_from all kinds of sins and evil deeds (Al-Munkar which Allah has
Jorbidden], and recommend one another to patience (for the sufferings, harms, and injuries which one

may encounter in Allah's Cause during preaching His religion of Islamic Monotheism).
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We will be protected from any kind of loss and failure when we
believe, do righteous good deeds, enjoin others to truth and are
patient. Yet there are those who are in loss because although they were
doing good deeds, there was no belief. They are striving and
struggling, but they are running in the wrong direction. When we do
deeds, we should not look at ourselves, but instead look at Allah

(dlady dilass) because that is ihsan (excellence).

Being impressed by our good deeds can lead to them being nullified.
People either do nothing and then take awliya, thinking they will help

them, or they do many deeds but are impressed with themselves.

They do not believe that they will meet Allah (Jladg 4ilascs) and so all

their deeds became nullified. The conditions for acceptable good

deeds are;
1. Sincerity to Allah

2. Following the Sunnah of the Prophet (pbuh)

Because they lacked sincerity in doing good deeds purely for Allah

(eIl «las ), their deeds will have no value on the Day of

Judgement. Everyone wants their deeds to be heavy in weight and that
happens when we believe in Allah’s ayat and believe in meeting Him.

Their recompense is hellfire because of their disbelief.
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Allah (g 4Sla ) mentions to us something deeper within them -

they took Allah’s ayat (signs) and His Messengers as a way of mockery.
They saw themselves as being better than Allah’s ayat and Messengers.
They disrespected and underestimated the Messengers because

anyone who believes in himself will look down on others.

A believer does not pause but is consistent in belief and doing good

deeds, whether during a trial or otherwise.
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"Verily those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous deeds,
shall have the Gardens of Al-Firdaus (Paradise) for their entertainment.

L("s e

"Wherein they shall dwell (forever). No desire will they have for removal therefrom.”

The dwellers of firdaous (paradise) are constant in their belief and
doing good deeds whether during a trial or times of peace. Belief is in

the heart which is reflected upon the limbs.

The main trial is the trial of religion, if a person passes this then there
is value for all the other trials. However, the foundation of faith is

necessary because without it, nothing is of value.
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Verily as for those who believed and did righteous deeds, certainly We shall not make the reward of

anyone who does his (righteous) deeds in the most perfect manner to be lost.

Ihsan is to worship Allah (sJlaJg <ilas ) as if we see Him and this is

applicable whether during a trial or otherwise.

Those who believe and do good deeds are constant and do not leave

gaps in their journey to Allah (o—laJs 4slas ). They were constant

throughout all the trials and so will enter Firdaous Al ‘Ala where they
will be hosted and have all the delights of the heart, soul and body.
They will have all their desires fulfilled and their eyes will only see that
which comforts them from beautiful homes, trees, birds to the best of
food, drinks, beautiful scenery, people and all types of beauty. But even
greater than all of that, they will enjoy Allah’s nearness, looking at His
Noble Face and hearing His words. We ask Allah (dlads <ilaas) of His

great favors.
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After a trial and struggle, Allah (—la—ig «las ) will surely make a
person live a good life such that he does not want anything else. The
people of paradise are the siddigeen (truthful ones), the

mutawakkileen (always relying on Allah) and the sabiqoon (foremost).

Paradise is what no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard and that
which has never crossed the hearts of people. All that they desire and

more will be given to them.
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Say (O Muhammad aless 4sle &) (Loa to mankind): "If the sea were ink for (writing) the Words of
my Lord, surely, the sea would be exhausted before the Words of my Lord would be finished, even if
We brought (another sea) like it for its aid."”
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Say (O Muhammad ‘AJ...H} ale dil oLo): "I am only a man like you. It has been revealed to me that
your Ilah (God) is One llah (God - i.e. Allah). So whoever hopes for the Meeting with his Lord, let

him work righteousness and associate none as a partner in the worship of his Lord."”
(=3 e

The first ayah of Surah Al Kahf begins with praising Allah («—laa s
w—lla—) for sending down the Qur’an which has no crookedness in it.

Anyone who follows it will be balanced and upright. On the Day of
Judgement, the believer will be given light to cross the Sirat (bridge). If
a person is not balanced or upright, then he will not be able to cross

the Sirat (bridge).
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"Our Lord! Reep perfect our Light for us [and do not put it off till we cross over the Sirat (a slippery

bridge over the Hell) safely| and grant us forgiveness.

Ayah 109 talks about the vastness of Allah’s knowledge and limitless
words, with the help of a parable. If the sea were ink for the Words of
Allah (gdlbadg asilaa), then the entire sea and more seas added would

be exhausted by them. The final ayah tells us to make big goals,
hoping to meet Allah (olaJg «slas ). The knowledge, wisdom and

actions of Allah (sJlass «slas i) are great. He addresses the Prophet
(pleas wle all sLos) to say to the people that he (Prophet (wle dil (Lo
al—wg)) is @ human like them but was inspired so he should neither be
underestimated nor idolized.

Whoever hopes to meet Allah (o—la—ig «lass) then let him do good
deeds sincerely for Allah (laig <5lasu) while following the Sunnah,
and not associate in the worship of Allah (Jladg 4ilascs). There should

be no riya’a (wanting to show off one’s good deeds).
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Shall I not teach. you something which if you say will eliminate lttle and much of it (shirk)?" He then

said, "Say *O Allah! I seek refuge in you lest I associate anything with you while I know it, and 1 seek

your forgieness_for what I do not know.”"

15 Al Adab Al Mufrad, Book 1, Hadith 716
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HOW DO WE ACT ON WHAT WE LEARNED?

02

In order to be protected during times
of trials, it is important for us to be
patient and to not look at anything
that may cause us to slip or affect our

faith. At the same time we must not

become heedless to the ayat (signs) of
Allah. The stronger our faith and hope in
Allah, the faster we can overcome the trials
and difficulties of the duniya (worldly lbfe).
Therefore we must hold fast to the Qur’an
in such times which will help us be strong

and sincere in our faith.

Whoever memorises the first and last ten
ayat of Surah Al Kahf will be protected
from the trials of the Dajjal (Antichrist). The
beginning of the surah teaches us about the
Qur’an which will keep us protected in
times of trials and the final ten ayat from
ayah 101 speak about the importance of the
remembrance of Allah and how we must

not take any wali other than Allah.
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04

Taking the shaitan or evil people as awliya
(protectors) during desperate situations by
indulging in magic and the like, or even
taking righteous people as guardians or
protectors will only lead to destruction in
this life and the hereafter. We must only take

Allah as our Wali (Protector and Guardian).

The greatest loss in terms of deeds are
when people assume they are doing good
deeds but lack sincerity in their belief. They
strive, struggle and work hard on the
outside, thinking they are doing ihsan
(excellence), becoming intoxicated with
their own deeds and their so called
“righteousness”, whereby losing sight of
Allah. In truth such people possess
something sinister, deep within their hearts
that renders their actions null and void.
Such hearts do not have respect for Allah’s
ayat or His messengers, but they see

themselves as superior to others, just like

Iblis.
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In order to be among the dwellers of Al
Firdaus (the highest level in paradise) we
must have a truthful heart and we must be
constant in our belief, and follow that belief
with righteous actions, which is a reflection
of the hearts. Our hearts, our tongues and
our limbs must be in total alignment with
each other, and we must not be like the ones
who feel and say and act in a disorderly

manner.

The inexhaustible power of Allah’s words
that cripple even the strongest of
mountains, demonstrate to us our own
frailty and mortality. No matter how
civilised we may think ourselves to be as a
human society, or how far we may have
advanced in science or technology, our
deficiency in knowledge is something so
readily recognisable in relation to the Words
of our Creator, that it should be enough for

us to subdue our perceptions of superiority.
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Our ultimate goal must be, to hope for the
meeting with Allah, and any other objective
other than this, fades in comparison and is
like aiming for something inferior. And in
order to accomplish this, one must do good
deeds sincerely for the sake of Allah, while
following the Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him), and refrain
from committing shirk (associating partners

with Allah).
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This surah characterises the term Ar

Rushd’ in the most definitive manner.

WHATIS "BUSHD" Jaus,l1?

The description of ‘Rushd’ includes
much more than guidance or right path
and is a challenging word to interpret.

The opposite of adiyll is gall (deviation).

To Allah belongs the highest example.
Just as a magnetic pole drives the needle
towards its direction, no matter how
much anyone tries to deviate it, so is the
soul of a human being that has been
granted ‘Rushd’, which is guided and
directed towards his Creator at every
step of his existence, throughout his life.
And if ever he veers off that track, he is
automatically redirected to the path of
His Creator. This path has only one
direction, that which draws him closer
and closer to Allah. Surah Al Kahf as a
surah demonstrates to us how important
"Rushd’ is in order to reach that echelon

of faith.
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ALL PRAISES ARE DUE TO ALLAH, LORD OF THE WORLDS.

MAY HE PROTECT US FROM ALL TRIALS AND GRANT US FIRDAQUS AL ‘ALA.
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