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This infographic book contains
summarized information and
reflection of Surah Al Mulk so
that the reader can familiarize
themselves with the key
concepts mentioned in the
Surah. Surah Al Mulk changes
the way we look at life and
death. Anyone who recites
Surah Al Mulk before sleep
will be protected from the
torment of the grave so it is
essential to understand this
Surah.  
 
This book provides a brief
background and key lessons
from the Surah in order to
understand the dominion of
Allah and know our position in
His dominion.
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SURAH AL MULK 

Surah Al Mulk talks about:
1. Allah 
2. The ayat of Allah 
3. Belief n the Last Day
4.The recompense - delight and torment
5. Fear of Allah out of knowledge
6. Observing the signs of Allah 
7. No one can escape from the ability of
Allah
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INTRODUCTION



SURAH AL MULK
VERSES 1 - 2

Barakah and blessings are from Allah, He is The
Blessed One and He is the One Who makes things
blessed. All dominion and kingship belong to
Allah. The Hands of Allah are Blessed, they are
Two Hands and all dominion is in His Hands. Allah
is the One Who puts the rules and legislations. It
is not in our hands to speak, understand or
influence people but in the Hands of Allah.

Before starting the Surah we need to know our
place – we are all slaves and Allah is Al Malik, Al
Maalik, Al Maleek – The King, The Owner, The
Omnipotent King.

The tests take place while we are alive. When a
person dies then his test is over and he will be
asked three final questions in the grave. The
secret of our existence is to do good deeds with
ikhlas and following the Sunnah. A test either
makes a person progress or stop. Those who
accept the test of Allah will be forgiven and taste
the ultimate success in the hereafter.

Allah owns everything and can do whatever He
wants. He has perfect ability and He already
knows, has written, wills and creates the means
for it to happen. Nothing can stop Allah or
influence Him in what He decrees or plans.

Allah has created death and life – we will not
understand life without death and we will not
understand death without life. Allah gave us life
and death so that we are tested and our reality
is shown.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSES 3 - 4

Allah tells us He created the seven heavens in
layers above one another. This means there are
no gaps between the seven heavens. Allah  is
able to make one layer, but perfection is to have
different layers and each is different from the
other. Each resemble each other in their beauty
and perfection just like the layers of our skin or
the layers of water in the ocean.

Allah says to look again and again, yet we will
not find any faults. Nothing will happen to the
skies, there are no holes in them. As long as we
are alive, the sky is a ceiling for us. After looking
repeatedly the sight will return humiliated and
tired from trying to find faults. We are in the
Dominion of Allah which has no faults. If we try
to exceed our boundary then we will only be
stressed.

Allah says we will never see any fault in His
creation. Allah then challenges the people to
look again and see if there are any faults. In the
beginning when we see something, we see it as
beautiful, but when we look again, we might find
faults. Allah tells us there is no fault when we
look again at His creation. If we mention faults
then this is because our eyes are imperfect.

After mentioning that everyone is tested, then
Allah takes us on a journey to the greater
creations.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSES 5 - 6

Allah informs us that He has beautified the
lowest heaven which is the sky nearest to us.
Allah called the stars (مَصَابِيح) which means
“lamps”. As a result these stars contain heat and
glow. The stars are different in size, color and
brightness. The stars are adornment for the sky,
they are a means of guidance for the travelers.

Allah says the shayateen will not only be struck
by stars, but they will be placed in the fire for
crossing the boundaries. Similarly we should not
cross our boundaries and give power to stars
thus associating with Allah.

In addition, the stars also strike the shayateen
(devils) who try to listen to the news of the
heavens. Allah protects the heavens from
shayateen who try to hear the revelation. The
stars are not there to control our life or to
determine our future or to read horoscopes. We
should not commit shirk and think they can have
an impact on our life.

While being in the Dominion of Allah, we should
believe in His Lordship and not go to extremes of
disbelieving in it. Our Rabb is Allah and He is the
One Whom we need to fear because His
punishment is severe and the hellfire is the
worst destination.

REFLECTION

These ayahs take us on a journey from the
seven heavens to the lowest heaven.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSES 7 - 8

Those who exceed their boundaries and deny
the Lordship of Allah by attributing it to other
than Him will face the painful torment in the
Hellfire.

These ayaat teach us to increase our faith in
Allah, to believe in the Last Day, and to believe
in the angels who always obey Allah. It also
teaches us to take the warnings which are
means of reforming and to ask refuge from
Allah’s anger and from the torment of  hellfire.

The Hellfire is a creation of Allah and has. 
 feelings for Allah – it is angry because Allah is
angry. Due to the great anger and frustration of
the hellfire, it will burst and explode out of
anger and fury. This shows the hellfire has
feelings and it is angry, stubborn and demanding
similar to those entering it.

When the transgressors are cast in the hellfire
they will be thrown in a disgraceful manner. This
disgrace is just and fair due to their denial in the
Lordship of Allah. They chose to not hear the
warnings and reminders in the duniya, so they
will hear the breathing and inhaling of the fire
in the akhirah – as if it is taking them in and
sucking them into the hellfire.

Those who were similar in sins will be cast into
the hellfire together and the keeper of the
hellfire will ask them if they received any
warning which will add even more regret. Allah
brings the warnings to all and never oppresses
the people. The torment of Allah is fair and just
for those who disbelieve in Him.

In the upcoming ayat, we see what happens to
those who deny the Lordship of Allah by
exceeding their boundaries.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSES 9 - 11

As the disbelievers are cast into the hellfire, the
gatekeepers will ask them, “did the warner not
come to you?”. The disbelievers will respond in
the affirmative and say, “indeed the warner
came to us.” The warner is the messenger who
warned them of the punishment of the hellfire.

The people of faith use their senses and intellect
to seek the truth, hear the truth and act on the
truth. When any warning comes to us, we accept
it and take it. We all make mistakes, but we
admit to Allah our wrongs in this life and not in
the hereafter when it is too late.

As they were full of denial in the duniya, they
will be full of regret in the hellfire. They will say,
“had we listened or used our mind then we
would not be companions of the fire.” They could
hear and use their minds then, but they did not
use it to know the truth.

They will admit and confess to their sin. That’s
why while we are in this life, we admit to our
sins. And if someone tells us to have taqwa of
Allah, we accept it even if we did not do wrong.
We do not want to justify our actions.

However they ignored the warnings. Not only
did they disbelieve in the warning, but in the
messenger and disbelieved in all that he brought
– whether glad tidings or news or warnings. Thus
their circle of disbelief became wider and the
intensity of their disbelief deepened. They went
even further and claimed the messengers are in
great misguidance.

Anyone who denies the Lordship of Allah will
intensify in his denial and disbelief.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSES 12

This ayah tells us about those who are
doing the best deeds, they know Allah and
their position. Among the best worships of
the heart are (خشية) – this is to fear
Allah by knowledge. The believers fear
Allah even when they are alone. They will
not violate His rules nor will they
underestimate His commands.

When we fear Allah by knowledge, we not
only fear the hellfire but we actually fear
standing in front of Allah and fear His
Position more than we fear the hellfire. The
one who fears Allah is always mindful of
Him even when they are far away from the
people’s eyes and are alone.

In addition, Allah will give them a great
reward which is in line with their great
worship and knowing their position in the
dominion of Allah. The great reward is all
that Allah has prepared for the believers in
paradise from palaces, delights, food,
drinks, gardens, fragrances and even
greater is the Pleasure of the Most
Merciful.

The recompense of those who fear Allah is
forgiveness. Allah will protect them from
the hellfire and protect them from sins
which lead to the hellfire.

When we magnify Allah and know our
position then He will grant us a great
reward.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSES 13 - 14

Allah knows all our secrets and intentions,
so we should behave and know our humble
place in the great Dominion of Allah.
Whether we say ( واْ secretly or – (أسِرُّ
( openly – it is all the same to – (اجْهَرُواْ
Allah. Anything that is attached to the
chest from feelings and whispers is all
known to Allah.

Surah Al Mulk is teaching us the Dominion
of Allah is so great, yet we should not
underestimate our intentions and
utterances because Allah is All-Aware of
them.

Allah is The Most Subtle in His
Knowledge, All-Aware of our secrets and
intentions. This is the perfect quality of The
King Who knows everything, but is gentle
and this teaches us the more we know, the
gentler we should be.

Our King is our Creator and surely He
knows everything about us. We should not
believe someone knows our intentions or
what’s in our hearts because no one is our
creator except Allah.

Allah is All-Aware of what we say in His
Dominion.

Allah is Al Khabeer knows the intentions
and knows the consequences. He knows
who will believe and who will not.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSES 15 

Allah informs of His favor and blessing by
telling us:
1. The purpose of this earth
2. What we need to do
3. And what we will benefit from it

Allah subjected the earth to us, so we do not
need to stress about it. Allah tells us to just go
forward and walk about. As we are walking in
the Dominion of Allah, we will benefit from it
and we will eat from His provision.

Allah made this earth subservient and
subjected to us. Thus we should just not
consume anything for the sake of consuming,
but know it is Allah who made this earth
subservient to us and we will attain from His
Provision when we “walk” in it. The earth can
be ploughed, planted, built upon, constructed
and so forth.

As we go about walking on this earth, we need
to remember why we are here in this life - we
will all be resurrected after death and return
back to Allah so that He recompenses for good
and evil.

REFLECTION

This ayah explains how we should be on
this earth.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSES 16 - 17

The earth which has been subjected to us can
show a different “face” when we feel secure
and think we are in control. Allah can cause the
earth to sink because of a sickness of the heart
and this is when a person feels secure from
Allah. If we do our duty in the Dominion of Allah
then the earth will serve us, but if we are
serving the earth or ourselves then it will go
against us.

We are in the Dominion of Allah and in one night
and day things can change, as we have all
experienced this. Security is in the Hands of
Allah because He is Al Mu’min – The Grantor of
Security. But if we trust something else to grant
us security then we will always be restless and
insecure.

When we believe in Allah then He will grant us
security. Do we feel secure from a punishment
or torment from the sky that can destroy us,
similar to the People of Aad, Thamud or Lut? It
is important we take heed of the warnings
before we live the warnings.

REFLECTION

Allah subjected the earth to us, but it does
not mean we are in control of it.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSES 18 - 19

Allah gives us examples of the previous people,
and to look at another world, which is not on the
earth, but flying in the sky – the birds. The bird
does not have an intellect, yet it can “depart”
and “arrive” efficiently. Therefore we should not
make our intellect to dominate us, but the vast
mercy of Allah and faith which holds us.

When we see everything subjected to us, we
could end up feeling secure, but Allah warns us
to know He is the One above and can easily cause
the earth to sink or to send a violent whirlwind.
Allah tells us about a previous nation which felt
secure because of their physical power,
knowledge, and fortresses. But we see what
happened to them due to their denial of Allah –
Allah dealt with them severely.

The one who believes and trusts Allah will be
dealt differently from the one who disbelieves and
denies Him. Allah does not want to punish us, but
it is ourselves who bring the punishment upon us
when we disbelieve in Him.

By observing the flight of the birds we learn that
whether we want to do something or not, we
should not be affected by outer factors but to be
sincere to Allah. We may have actions, but it is
only the vast mercy of Allah that allows us to
move and “fly”.
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Allah is able to do all things.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSES 20 - 21

Allah poses a question, “is there someone who can
grant us victory over our enemy?” While we are in
this life, we have an enemy from the shaitan and
nafs. When Allah grants us victory, it is filled with
mercy so He does not break us, nor do we get
negatively affected. Allah gives victory to
whomever He wills, so we should not depend on the
means or ourselves, but depend on Allah.

When people are facing any enemy – whether it is
internal or external – they want something to help
them overcome their enemy and attain victory.
This is where shirk can happen when a person
attaches to the means. And another place where
shirk can take place is when we want to progress
and attain provision.

Provision is the greatest concern and dream of
people, but if we knew provision is from the One
above then we will behave on this earth because
we know no one can take away our rizq when
Allah provides us, and no one can give us if Allah
withholds from us.

However there are those whom when they see
something being withheld, assume it is the means
who are withholding it from them, so they end up
transgressing. We need to have full conviction
that we will receive all the rizq written for us and
this frees us from attaching to any means.

REFLECTION

These ayaat address the biggest concerns of
people and take us back to tawheed.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSES 22 - 23

Allah gives us an example of someone who is
walking on his face. Anyone walking on his face
will not see or hear right. Allah placed our eyes and
ears on our face because the face is honored and
the input to guidance comes to the face through
the ears and eyes.

Allah tells us clearly Who He is and that only He
grants victory and provision. There are two groups
– those who are guided and those who are
misguided. The one who is misguided will see
everything upside down and the one guided will
walk straight.

Then Allah commands the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) to say it is Allah
Who constructed us and created us with no
example, model, helper or mediator. He perfected
our existence by granting us essentials which if
we use in the best way then we will reach the
highest levels of paradise.

Allah made for us our hearing, seeing and hearts.
Hearing and seeing are mentioned as senses while
the heart is the container. We should not use our
hearing and seeing to find faults or complain in
the Dominion of Allah, but to be grateful to Him.
However, only a minority are grateful and we want
to be from that minority.

All that Allah gives us in His Dominion is
to guide us in order to go to paradise.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSES 24 - 26

They ask “when is the Day of Judgement?”, and
this shows their denial of Allah what He has told
us, the Messengers and the Last Day. This question
is repeated throughout different eras and different
languages. Anyone who asks this underestimates
Allah and does not know their position.

Allah scattered us all over the earth and it is not
random where He placed us and He will gather us
on the Day of Judgment. With one blow of the
trumpet, everyone will be resurrected and
gathered, and no one can escape or hide from
Allah. No one will have a choice to be gathered or
not. We will not return to our spouses, children or
families because they too will be gathered.

The Day of Judgement will take place and this is
the Promise of Allah. Anything Allah promises will
surely be fulfilled because He never breaks His
Promise.

Allah commands the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah upon him) to respond to those who
disbelieve, and tell them about Allah and himself.
Verily the knowledge of the Hour and the unseen
are with Allah alone. The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah upon him) is only a warner and
warns of the coming of the Day of Judgement, but
he does not say when it will take place.

Allah knows the finest mysteries
and the most hidden matters.

REFLECTION

INTRODUCTION

EXPLANATION



SURAH AL MULK
VERSE 27 

They will see all that they denied. They will see
the angels of punishment, the torment of the grave,
the horrors of the Day of Judgement and the
hellfire. They will see all the stations of the
hereafter from the time of death, and it will only
get worse and worse. The disbelievers will wish for
the Day of Judgement to not come when they see
the torment of the grave because they know it will
only be worse for what is yet to come. Unlike for
the believer whom it will only get better.

Allah is the Owner of the Day of Judgement and
those who denied the meeting with their Lord will
see with their own eyes the destruction they
called on themselves. Thus we should believe in
Allah, the Angels, the Books, the Messengers, the
Last Day and the Decree before we see it and it is
too late.

The impact of their disbelief will be
shown on their faces. On the Day of
Judgement, there will be faces that will
be darkened and faces that will be
bright. We ask Allah to brighten our
faces and nothing can brighten it
except faith and righteous good deeds.

They underestimated the warnings, so it will be
said to them, “what you are seeing now, which
shows on your face, is what you have been calling
and asking for” and thus they will be tormented
both emotionally and physically.

This ayah teaches us what will
happen to those who denied the
Last Day.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSE 28

Even if the disbelievers plot to destroy the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and those with him, and if anything
happens, it is from Allah because they are in the
Dominion of Allah. Or if Allah has mercy on
them then He will save them from any
destruction and calamity.

The disbelievers not only belied the truth, but
also wish for the destruction of the followers of
the truth and mock them. The disbeliever feels
threatened by the believer, even if the believer
does not do anything to him because he feels
irritated to see someone following the truth and
not him.

To wish bad for anyone will not
benefit us. Someone might be
jealous or arrogant, thinking if they
destroy someone then they will be
safe and not threatened, but that
will not avail the torment from them.

In the Dominion of Allah, only He can keep us
safe. We need to save ourselves from the painful
torment by believing in Allah, submitting to Him
and doing righteous good deeds. Removing
things around us will not solve things, but it is to
go back to ourselves and remove the evil within.

In the upcoming ayat, Allah commands the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) to address the disbelievers and anyone who
denies or rejects the truth.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSE 29

Only Allah is The All-Knower,
but we will exceed our
boundaries when we interfere
and think we know. We do not
need to drown with ingratitude
or be with those who are
ungrateful because then we will
be like them.

We believe in the Most Merciful and put our
trust in Him. Only by Allah’s might He will
bring decrees to extract tawwakul from us.
This is only when we know who we are and
“resign” from thinking we can provide, benefit
or harm. We are not a lord, master, owner or
even capable of lifting our hands. It is only
Allah Who can show us this.

When we have tawwakul then
we “resign” from what we think
we can do and not stress. At the
same time, we cannot be as if we
are dead or emotionless because
we should have feelings for
Allah.

Allah created us to know more
about Him, to devote ourselves to
Him and to be grateful to Him for
all that we hear, see and feel.
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SURAH AL MULK
VERSE 30

Only Allah can bring pure water to us. We
want easy, flowing water that comes to us
to the surface. We do not want any impurities
in that water. Only Allah can make us benefit
from water, so what about something greater
such as wealth, knowledge and faith.

Allah concludes Surah Al Mulk by telling the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) to say: "Tell me! If (all) your water were
to sink away, who then can supply you with
flowing (spring) water?"

We should not be deceived with what we
have or what our eyes see, but trust Allah,
believe in His warnings, be constantly
grateful, and not exceed our boundaries.
Only Allah can make us benefit from what we
have. We want to see this water so we should
trust Allah and believe in Him.

Surah Al Mulk ends with a final
question about something common
yet essential that shows we are
truly powerless in the dominion of
Allah.

Water comes from above and we will be
unable to drink from it if it sinks. Similarly,
water is reflective of divine knowledge; we
do not own it, but it belongs to Allah. It can
sink and we will be unable to attain from it.
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All praises are due to Allah,
Lord of the Worlds. May Allah
accept from all and may He
make us among those who are
grateful and worship Him
alone. 
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