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I N T R O D U C T I O N  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shaikh As-Sa'di (may Allah have mercy on him) said in his commentary of the 
following verse: 
 

 
 

“Allah! La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He)! To Him belong the 
Best Names.”1 

 
 

: None has the right to be worshipped except Allah and none 
has the right to be exalted out of love, humility, fear, and hope, except Him. 
 

: To Him belongs many perfect and Beautiful Names and 
they that denote praise in every manner. Furthermore, they are not merely names to 
identify Him, but are also His perfect Attributes. To Him belongs the most 
complete, prevailing and lofty meaning of every Attribute. Allah commanded us to 
invoke Him by them, for they are a way by which we draw closer to Him. He loves 

	
1 Surah Ta-Ha [20:8] 
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those who love them, who learn them and those who search for their meanings and 
worship Him according to them.2 He says: 
 

 
 

“And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so call on Him by them.”3 
 
 
The Names of Allah are the peak of beauty and goodness. Knowing the Names of 
Allah fills one’s heart with love for Him. Learning about the perfection of Allah 
makes one’s heart attach to Him Alone, and the more names one knows and can 
recognize Him by them, the greater the attachment will be. 
 
We should only call Allah by the Names He has mentioned in the Qur'an and 
Sunnah [practice of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]. It is 
strictly forbidden to invent names for Allah. 
 

لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص  " bِِ َّنإِ لَوُسرَ َّنَأ ـ ھنع الله اللهِ ىضر ـَ ةرَیْرَُھ يبَِأ نْعَ 

" َةَّنجَلْا لَخََد اھَاصَحَْأ نْ مَ اًدحِاوَ َّلاإًِ ةَئامِ امَسْا نَیعِسْتِوًَ ةَعسْتِ  
 

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Allah’s Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Allah has ninety-nine names, i.e. 
one-hundred minus one, whoever اھَاصَحَْأ  (Ahsaaha) will go to Paradise.”4 
 
 
THE MEANING OF ( اھَاصَحَْأ ) :  
 
NO. 01 To know the Names i.e. memorize them  

( اھظفح يأ ،اھددع و اھظفلأ ءاصحإ ) 
NO. 02 To understand their meanings and significance ( اھتلاولدم و اھیناعم مھف ) 
NO. 03 To make Dua’a (supplication) to Allah by His Names. This includes:  

• Dua’a of worship ( ةدابعلا ءاعد ) Al-Ebaadah 
• Dua’a of request ( ةلأسملا ءاعد ) Al-Masaalah 

 
	

2 Tafseer Shaikh As-Sa’di 
3 Surah Al-A'raf [7:180] 
4 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 2736 
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Supplicating by the Names of Allah does not mean repeating them one after the 
other, as this is not what the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
did. However, we should live under the shade of each Name of Allah. Just as Allah is 
the Most Merciful, we should strive to show mercy to others and just as Allah is the 
All-Pardoning, we should strive to pardon others.  
 
The more we know the Names of Allah, the more extrordinary our dua'a 
(supplication) will be. Therefore, when we are sick, we will ask Allah, Ash-Shaafee 
(The Curer) to cure us, Ar-Rahman (The Most Merciful) to have mercy on us, Al-
Fattaah (The Opener) to open any matter for us. 
 
 
DUA’A OF WORSHIP ( ةدابعلا ءاعد )   

This is to worship Allah by His Names, for example, when we know Allah is 
Al-Aleem, Al-Khabeer (The All-Knowing, the All-Aware), we should guard 
our tongue and limbs from anything that displeases Him. Similarly, when we 
know Allah is Al-Kareem, Al-Jawaad (The Most Generous, the All-Giving), 
we should emulate the qualities of generosity and giving.  

 
 
DUA’A OF REQUEST ( ةلأسملا ءاعد )  

This is to make Tawassul (to seek nearness) by the Names of Allah which are 
suitable to our request. For example, we say: “O Rahman (Most Merciful), 
have mercy on me, or O Ghaniy (Most Rich), enrich me.” We can also ask 
Allah by His Names which entail many meanings, such as As-Samad (the 
Great Master), Al-Wahhaab (the Bestower), Ar-Rabb (the Lord). Or we can 
ask Allah by His greatest Names, which are said to be Allah and Al-Hayy (the 
Ever-Living) Al-Qayyoom (the Sustainer of all). We can ask Allah by His 
Names for both our religious and worldly affairs. 

 

{	

{	
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ALLAH (الله) 
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  I S  A  G R E A T  N A M E  from the Beautiful Names of 
Allah and it is the Name which has been most mentioned in the Qur'an; it is 
mentioned over two thousand, two hundred times. No other name has been 
mentioned more and thirty-three verses in the Qur'an begin with it.  
 

Many scholars have said that this is the greatest Name of Allah, 
and if you invoke Allah by it then you will be responded to and if 
you ask Him by it you will be granted.  

 
There are many distinctions and merits related to this Name of Allah. Among them 
is that it is the origin of all of Allah's Beautiful Names and all other Names are 
included in it, as Allah says in Surah Al-A'raf: 
 

 
 

{	

{	
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“And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so call on Him by them.”5 
 
 
It is also inclusive of all the meanings of Allah's most Beautiful Names. It includes 
Attributes of divinity such as majesty, perfection and greatness and it is the Name 
which all other Names of Allah go back to and all their meanings revolve around.6 
 
The best and most concise explanation of this Name is narrated by Ibn 'Abbas (may 
Allah be pleased with them). He said:7  
 

نیعمجأ ھقلخ ىلع ةیدوبعلا و ةیھوللأا وذ الله  
 

Allah is the Owner of divinity and worship over all His creation. 
 
 
MEANING:

 
The One Who has all the qualities of majesty, perfection and greatness is the 
only One worthy of being attached to, worshipped and being singled out with 
humility, submission, and humbleness. 

 

	
5 Surah Al-A'raf [7:180] 
6 Surah Al-A'raf [7:180] 
7 Narrated by Ibn Jarir in his Tafseer, 1/121 

{	
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AR-RABB ( برلا ): The Lord, The Nurturer 
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  G R E A T  N A M E  of Allah has been mentioned over five 
hundred times in the Qur'an in many verses and in various contexts. Allah says in 
Surah Al-Fatihah:  
 

 
 

“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn, and all that 
exists).”8 

 
 
In Surah Al-An’am, Allah says: 
 

	
8 Surah Al-Fatihah [1:2] 
 



C H A P T E R  0 2   P A G E  7  

   

“Say: ‘Verily, my Salat (prayer), my sacrifice, my living, and my dying are for Allah, the 
Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn, and all that exists).’”9 

 
 
Ar-Rabb is the Owner of Lordship over all His creation by creating them, owning 
them and managing their affairs. This is one of the Names of Allah which comprises 
many meanings. 
 
The scholar Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “The Rabb is the 
One Who is All-Able, The Creator, The Maker, The Fashioner of Forms, The Ever-
Living, The Sustainer of All, The All-Knowing, The All-Hearer, The All-Seer, The 
Good-Doer, The Bestower, The Ever-Generous, The Giver and Withholder, The 
Repeller of Harm and The Granter of Benefit, The One Who Brings Forward and 
The Delayer. He leads astray whom He wills, He guides whom He wills, He makes 
happy whomever He wills, He makes miserable whomever He wills, He Honors 
whomever He wills, He humiliates whomever He wills and so forth are the meanings 
of Ruboobiyah (Lordship) which suit His Majesty.”10 
 
 
THE NURTURING OF AR-RABB IS OF TWO TYPES: 
 
NO. 01 General Nurturing:  

This includes all the creation: those who do good and those who do 
evil, the believer and disbeliever, the happy and wretched, the guided 
and misguided. This is His nurturing for all of them by creating them, 
providing for them, managing their affairs, giving to them and 
withholding from them, elevating them and humiliating them, giving 
them life and causing death, removing distress, relieving the desperate 
and responding to those in need. 

 

NO. 02 Special Nurturing:  
This is for His believing slaves whom He nurtures by granting them 
success to believe in Him and worship Him. He nourishes them with 
knowledge of Him and their turning to Him. He takes them out of 

	
9 Surah Al-An'am [6:162]         
دئاوفلا (212/2) 10 عئادب   – Badie'e Al Fawaid 
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darkness into the light, makes the way easy for them and averts the way 
of difficulty from them.  He makes every type of goodness easy for them 
and protects them from all types of evil. 

 
It is mentioned in the Qur'an that many of the supplications made by Allah's chosen 
slaves implore Him by the Name Ar-Rabb (the Lord). This is because they seek the 
special nurturing of Allah. 
 
Whoever is pleased with having Allah as his Rabb (Nurturer and Reformer), pleased 
with all that He has commanded and all He has decreed, has tasted true faith. 

 

لُوُقَی ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص اللهِ لَوُسرَ عَمِسَُ ھَّنَأ ،بِلَِّطمُلْا دِبْعَ نِبْ سِاَّبَعلْا نِعَ 

ًلاوُسرَ دٍَّمحَمُبِوَ اًنیدِ مَِلاسْلإِابِوَ اqبرَ 4ِابِ يَضِرَ نْمَ نِامَیلإِا مَعْطَ قَاَذ " 
 

It is narrated on the authority of 'Abbas ibn 'Abdul-Muttalib (may Allah be pleased 
with him), that he heard the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) say: “He has found the taste of faith (Iman) who is content with Allah as 
his Lord, with Islam as his religion (code of life) and with Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) as his Prophet.”11 
 

	
11 Sahih Muslim no. 34  
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AR-RAHMAN, AR-RAHEEM  
( میحرلا نمحرلا  ):  

The Most Merciful, The Especially Merciful 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E S E  T W O  M A J E S T I C  N A M E S  are prominently 
mentioned throughout the Qur'an. Allah opened the ‘Mother of the Book’ (Surah Al-
Fatihah) with these two Names. He made them a title to what He sent down of 
guidance [ میحرلا نمحرلا الله مسب  (In the Name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The 
Especially Merciful)]. The Prophet Sulayman (peace be upon him) began his letter to 
Bilqis, the Queen of Sheba (Saba’) with these two Names and when Jibreel [Gabriel 
(peace be upon him)] would come to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) he would open each Surah with these Names: 
 

میحرلا نمحرلا  مسب الله 

 

 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Especially Merciful 
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Both these Names indicate that mercy is an Attribute which is affirmed to Allah. 
Ar-Rahman is the One Who has the Attribute of mercy and Ar-Raheem is the One 
Who is merciful to His slaves. Ar-Rahman is the One Whose mercy reaches all 
creation including the disbelievers. It is mercy related to things such as the body, 
food, drink, clothes and shelter. Ar-Raheem is the One Whose mercy reaches His 
believing slaves; therefore, this is a special mercy related to faith, religion, and the 
Hereafter. This mercy is manifested by guiding the slave to obedience, making the 
way of goodness easy for him, keeping him firm on faith and guidance upon the 
Straight Path; thus, causing him to be Honored by entering him into Paradise and 
saving him from the Hell-Fire.  
 

ً ةَدحِاوًَ ةمَحْرَ اھَنْمِ لَزَنَْأ ةٍمَحْرََ ةَئامِ bِِ َّن لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلصِ يّبَِّنل "إِ ا نِعَ

 فُطِعَْت اھَبِوَ نَومُحَارََتَی اھَبِوَ نَوُفطَاَعَتَی اھَبَِف مِّاوَھَلْاوَ مِئِاھََبلْاوَ سِنْلإِاوَ نِّجِلْا نَیَْب

" .ةِمَ اَیقِلْا مَوَْیُ هَداَبعِ اھَبِ مُحَرْ َیً ةمَحْرَ نَیعِسْتِوَ اًعسْتُِ الله رََّخَأوَ اھَدَِلوَ ىَلعَ شُحْوَلْا   
 

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported Allah's Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) as saying: There are one hundred (parts of) 
mercy for Allah and He has sent down out of these, one part of mercy upon the Jinn 
and human beings and the animals and insects. And it is because of this (one part) 
that they love one another, show kindness to one another; even the beast treats its 
young one with affection. And Allah has reserved ninety-nine parts of mercy with 
which He will treat His servants on the Day of Resurrection.12 
 
 

The mercy of Allah precedes His anger and it can be found in all 
His commands and legislations which were set for the slaves’ 
happiness and success in this life and the next. 

 
Allah is more merciful to His slaves than they are to one another, even in the case of 
a mother to her child. 
 

 ملسو ھیلع الله ىلصِ يّبَِّنلا ىَلعَ مَدَِق ـ ھنع الله ىضر ـ بِاَّطخَلْا نِبْ رَمَُع نْعَ

 ىِبَّْسلا يفِ اqیبِصَ تَْدجَوَ اَذإِ ،يقِسَْت اھََیدَْث بُُلحَْت دَْق ىِبَّْسلا نَمٌِ ةَأرَمْا اَذِإَف ،ىٌبْسَ

 نَوْرََتَأ " ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص ُّيبَِّنلا اَنَل لَاَقَف ُ،ھْتَعضَرَْأوَ اھَنِطَْببُِ ھْتَقصَلَْأَفُ ھْتَذخََأ

	
12 Sahih Muslim no. 2752  

{	

{	
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ُ bَّا " لَاَقَف ُ.ھحَرَطَْتَ لا نَْأ ىَلعَ رُدِقَْت ىَھْوََ لا اَنلُْق ." رِاَّنلا يفِ اھََدَلوًَ ةحَرِاطَ هِذِھَ

." اھَدَِلوَبِ هِذِھَ نْمِ هِدِاَبعِبِ مُحَرَْأ

 

 

‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that some 
prisoners were brought to Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him), amongst whom there was also a woman who was searching (for someone) and 
when she found a child amongst the prisoners, she took hold of it, pressed it against 
her chest and provided it suck. Thereupon Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) said: “Do you think this woman would ever afford to throw her 
child in the Fire?” We said: “By Allah, so far as it lies in her power, she would never 
throw the child in the Fire.” Thereupon Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) said: ”Allah is more kind to His servants than this woman is to 
her child.”13 
 
 
These two Names are indicative of Allah's perfect and vast mercy, which is one of 
His Attributes. All that is in the upper and lower worlds from the attainment of 
benefits, loved matters and good are from the impacts of His mercy. And all that is 
diverted from them of disliked matters, calamities, fears, dangers, and harms are 
from the impacts of His mercy. Therefore, none can bring goodness except Him and 
none can repel evil except Him, and He is the Most Merciful of those who show 
mercy. 
 

	
13 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 5999  
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AL-HAYY, AL-QAYYOOM  
( مویقلا يحلا ):  

The Ever-Living, The Sustainer of All 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E S E  T W O  N A M E S  are mentioned simultaneously in three 
places in the Qur'an: 
 
NO. 01 In Surah Al-Baqarah, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Allah! La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), the Ever-Living, the 
One Who sustains and protects all that exists.”14 

	
14 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:255] 
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NO. 02 In Surah Aal-‘Imran, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Allah! La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), the Ever-Living, the 
One Who sustains and protects all that exists.”15 

 
 
NO. 03 In Surah Ta-Ha, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And (all) faces shall be humbled before (Allah), the Ever-Living, the One Who sustains and 
protects all that exists.”16 

 
 
The Name “Al-Hayy” consists of Allah being attributed with a perfect life which is 
neither preceded with non-existence nor followed by extinction. Nor is it touched 
with any deficiency or fault, exalted be our Lord and glorified is He from that. His 
Name “Al-Qayyoom” implies the affirmation of Qayoomiyah (Sustaining) as an 
Attribute of His, which entails that He is Self-Sustaining, The Sustainer of all His 
creation. 
 

The two Names “Al-Hayy” and “Al-Qayyoom” include all the 
meanings of Allah’s most Beautiful Names and Attributes. The 
Attributes of Allah related to His Noble Self such as hearing, 
seeing, His Hands, knowledge, and the like, all go back to the 
Name “Al-Hayy.” Whereas all the Attributes related to His 
Actions, such as creating, providing, sustaining, granting 
blessings, causing life and death, all go back to His Name “Al-
Qayyoom.” For this reason, some scholars have said that these two 
Names combined are Allah's greatest Names, and if a person 
invokes Allah by them, he will be responded to and if he asks by 
them, he will be given. 

	
15 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:2] 
16 Surah Ta-Ha [20:111] 
 

{	

{	
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AL-KHAALIQ, AL-KHALLAQ  
( قّلاخلا قلاخلا ):  

The Creator, The Supreme Creator 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - K H A A L I Q  is 
mentioned in many places throughout the Qur'an. Among them is the statement of 
Allah in Surah Al-Hashr: 
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“He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor of all things, the Bestower of forms. To Him belong 
the Best Names. All that is in the heavens and the earth glorify Him. And He is the All-

Mighty, the All-Wise.”17 
 
 
It is also mentioned in the hyperbolic or exaggerated form ( ةغلابم ةغیص ) (Al-
Khallaaq) in two places in the Qur'an:  
 
NO. 01 In Surah Al-Hijr, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Verily, your Lord is the All-Knowing Creator.”18 
 
 
NO. 02 In Surah Ya-Seen, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth able to create the like of them? Yes, indeed! 
He is the All-Knowing Supreme Creator.”19 

 
 
KHALQ (CREATION) REFERS TO TWO MATTERS:  

 
NO. 01 To bring something into existence and initiate it without any previous 

example 
 

Allah says in Surah Ya-Seen: 
 

	
17 Surah Al-Hashr [59:24] 
18 Surah Al-Hijr [15:86] 
19 Surah Ya-Seen [36:81] 
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“Do they not see that We have created for them of what Our Hands have created, the cattle, 
so that they are their owners.”20 

 
 
NO. 02 Taqdeer (To Predetermine) 
 

Allah says in Surah Al-Mu’minoon: 
 

 
 

“Then We made the Nutfah into a clot (a piece of thick coagulated blood), then We made the 
clot into a little lump of flesh, then We made out of that little lump of flesh, bones, then We 
clothed the bones with flesh, and then We brought it forth as another creation. So blessed be 

Allah, the Best of creators.”21 
 
 
In Surah Fatir, Allah says: 
 

 
 

	
20 Surah Ya-Seen [36:71] 
21 Surah Al-Mu’minoon [23:14] 
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“O mankind! Remember the Grace of Allah upon you! Is there any creator other than Allah 
who provides for you from the sky (rain) and the earth? La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the 

right to be worshipped but He). How then are you turning away (from Him)?”22 
 
 
In Surah Luqman, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“This is the creation of Allah. So show Me that which those (whom you worship) besides Him 
have created. Nay, the Dhalimun (polytheists, wrong-doers and those who do not believe in 

the Oneness of Allah) are in plain error.”23 
 
 
The creation of all these creatures is not in vain or for play. Far above that is our 
Lord and glorified is He from that. On the contrary, He created them to worship 
Him and single Him out in worship. In Surah Al-Mu’minoon, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Did you think that We had created you in play (without any purpose), and that you would 
not be brought back to Us?”24 

 
 

	
22 Surah Fatir [35:3] 
23 Surah Luqman [31:11] 
24 Surah Al-Mu'minoon [23:115] 
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AL-KHAALIQ, AL-BAARI ’ , AL-
MUSAWWIR  

( روصملا ئرابلا  قلاخلا  ):  

The Creator, The Maker, The Fashioner of Forms 
 
 
 
 
 

A L L A H  H A S  C O M B I N E D  these three Names in His saying 
in Surah Al-Hashr: 
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“He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor of all things, the Bestower of forms. To Him belong 
the Best Names. All that is in the heavens and the earth glorify Him. And He is the All-

Mighty, the All-Wise.”25 
 
 
This means He is singled out with creating all the creation, bringing all creatures 
into existence in accordance to His wisdom and fashioning them with perfection. 
He created, originated and fashioned them at the time which was suitable. He 
estimated their creation with the best of estimation and He formed them in the 
most perfect form. He guided them to what benefits them and gave every one of His 
creatures that which is suitable for him. Then He guided every creature to that for 
which it was created. 
 
Al-Khaaliq is the One Who decrees matters in accordance to His wisdom, and Al-
Baari’ is the One Who brings it into existence from nothingness, and Al-Musawwir 
is the One Who fashions the creation as He wills. Therefore, Al-Baari’ and Al-
Musawwir, as Ibn Al-Qayyim mentioned, contain the details of the meaning of the 
Name Al-Khaaliq.26 For when Allah wishes to create something, He pre-determines 
it by His knowledge and wisdom, then brings it into existence in accordance to the 
form He willed and wanted. 
 

	
25 Surah Al-Hashr [59:24] 
26 (366/1) (Shifa al-Alil) لیلعلا ءافش  
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AL-MALIK, AL-MALEEK  
( كیلملا كلملا ):  

The King, The Omnipotent King 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  A L - M A L I K  is found in five places in the Qur'an. 
 
NO. 01 In Surah Al-Hashr, Allah says: 
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“He is Allah, Whom there is La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He) 
the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, the Watcher over His 
creatures, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (High is He) above 

all that they associate as partners with Him.”27 
 
 
NO. 02 The Name Al-Maleek is mentioned in only one place. In Surah Al-

Qamar, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Verily, The Muttaqun (pious), will be in the midst of Gardens and Rivers (Paradise).”28 
 

 
 

“In a seat of truth (i.e. Paradise), near the Omnipotent King (Allah, the All-Blessed, the Most 
High, the Owner of Majesty and Honor).”29 

 
 
These two Names signify that Allah is the Owner of Kingship.  He is the Owner of 
all matters and the One Who governs without being prevented or stopped. He can 
do as He wills in His Kingdom and He sets forth legislations. As a result, He is the 
One Who recompenses us in this life and the next. He rewards the ones who obey 
Him and punishes those who disobey Him. 
 
NO. 03 It has been repeated many times throughout the Noble Qur'an, of Allah 

being singled out with Kingship whilst having no partners. This is clear 
evidence of the obligation of singling Him out with worship, as Allah 
says in Surah Zumar: 

 

 

	
27 Surah Al-Hashr [59:23] 
28 Surah Al-Qamar [54:54] 
29 Surah Al-Qamar [54:55] 
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“He created you (all) from a single person (Adam); then made from him, his wife [Hawwa' 
(Eve)]. And He has sent down for you of cattle, eight pairs (of the sheep, two, male and 

female; of the goats, two, male and female; of the oxen, two, male and female; and of the 
camels, two, male and female). He creates you in the wombs of your mothers, creation after 
creation in three veils of darkness. Such is Allah your Lord; His is the kingdom, La ilaha illa 

Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He). How then are you turned away?”30 
 
 
NO. 04 To worship anything besides Him which does not own for itself the 

ability to prevent harm or bring benefit and cannot give life or cause 
death or resurrect, is the greatest of all misguidances and the worst of 
falsehood. There are numerous verses mentioned in the Qur'an which 
establish this reality and manifest this matter. Allah says in Surah Fatir: 

 

 
 

“He merges the night into the day (i.e. the decrease in the hours of the night are added to the 
hours of the day), and He merges the day into the night (i.e. the decrease in the hours of the 
day are added to the hours of the night). And He has subjected the sun and the moon; each 

runs its course for a term appointed. Such is Allah your Lord; His is the kingdom. And those, 

	
30 Surah Az-Zumar [39:6] 
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whom you invoke or call upon instead of Him, own not even a Qitmir (the thin membrane 
over the datestone).”31 

 
 
NO. 05 In Surah Al-Furqan, Allah says: 
 

 

 
 

“Yet they have taken besides Him other Aliha (gods) that created nothing, but are themselves 
created, and possess neither hurt nor benefit for themselves, and possess no power (to cause) 

death or life, or to raise the dead.”32 
 
 
Whoever does not own even a speck in this universe should not have any part of 
worship directed to it. Worship is suitable for The King, The Most Great, The 
Majestic Creator, The Lord Who manages the affairs of this universe. He has no 
partner, He has Great Authority, He is Honored, He is Exalted in His Majesty and 
there is no deity worthy of being worshipped except Him. 
 

	
31 Surah Fatir [35:13] 
32 Surah Al-Furqan [25:3] 
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AR-RAZZAAQ, AR-RAAZIQ  

( قزارلا قازّرلا ):  
The Ever-Providing, The All-Provider 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H  A R - R A Z Z A A Q  is 
mentioned only once in the Qur'an, in Surah Adh-Dhariyat: 

 

 
 

“Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of Power, the Most Strong.”33 
 
 
The Name Ar-Raaziq is mentioned in plural form in many places throughout the 
Qur'an. From among them is the saying of Allah in Surah Al-Jumu’ah: 
 

	
33 Surah Adh-Dhariyat [51:58] 
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“And when they see some merchandise or some amusement [beating of Tambur (drum) etc.] 
they disperse headlong to it and leave you [Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him)] standing [while delivering Jumu’ah’s religious talk (Khutbah)]. Say: ‘That which Allah 

has is better than any amusement or merchandise! And Allah is the Best of providers.’”34 
 
 
Allah is Ar-Razzaaq, the One Who has taken responsibility upon Himself for the 
provision of His slaves. He stands in charge of every soul with what it requires of 
nourishment, as Allah says in Surah Hud: 
 

 
 

“And no (moving) living creature is there on earth but its provision is due from Allah. And 
He knows its dwelling place and its deposit (in the uterus, grave, etc.). All is in a Clear Book 

(Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz - the Book of Decrees with Allah).”35 
 
 
And in Surah Al-Ankabut, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And so many a moving (living) creature there is that carries not its own provision! Allah 
provides for it and for you. And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.”36 

	
34 Surah Al-Jumu’ah [62:11] 
35 Surah Hud [11:6] 
36 Surah Al-Ankabut [29:60] 
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ALLAH’S PROVISION FOR HIS SLAVES IS OF TWO 

TYPES: 
 

NO. 01 General Provision:  
This includes the good-doer and evil-doer, the believer and disbeliever, 
the former generations and the latter generations. This provision is 
related to the body. Therefore, a large amount of this type of provision 
in the world is not an indication of honoring the slave by Allah. 
Similarly, a small amount of this type of provison is not an indication of 
dishonoring by Allah. Richness and poverty, vastness and narrowness in 
provision are all tests from Allah to differentiate the grateful from the 
ungrateful, and the patient from the impatient. Allah says in Surah Al-
Fajr: 

 

 
 

“As for man, when his Lord tries him by giving him honor and gifts, then he says (puffed up): 
‘My Lord has honored me.’”37 

 

 
 

“But when He tries him by straitening his means of life, he says: ‘My Lord has humiliated 
me!’”38 

 
 
NO. 02 Special Provision: 

This is the provision of the hearts by nourishing them with knowledge 
and faith, and lawful provision which aid in the reformation of one’s 
religion. This provision is specific to the believers in accordance to their 
level of belief. The greater one’s belief, the greater is their share of this 
special provision. From Allah’s special provision is the completion of 
His blessings and favors upon the believers by admitting them into the 
Gardens of Delight in the Hereafter. Allah says in Surah At-Talaq: 

	
37 Surah Al-Fajr [89:15] 
38 Surah Al-Fajr [89:16] 
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“(And has also sent to you) a Messenger [Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him)] who recites to you the Verses of Allah (the Qur'an) containing clear explanations, that 

He may take out those who believe and do righteous good deeds from the darkness (of 
polytheism and disbelief) to the light (of Monotheism and true Faith). And whosoever believes 

in Allah and performs righteous good deeds, He will admit him into Gardens under which 
rivers flow (Paradise) to dwell therein forever. Allah has indeed granted for him an excellent 

provision.”39 
 
 

	
39 Surah At-Talaq [65:11] 



C H A P T E R  0 9   P A G E  2 8  

 
 
 
 
 

C H A P T E R 
 

0 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AL-WAAHID, AL-AHAD 
( دحلأا دحاولا ): 

The One, The One and Only One 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - A H A D  is 
mentioned only once in the Qur'an, in Surah Al-Ikhlas (The Chapter of Sincerity). 
This great Surah is equivalent to one-third of the Qur'an as mentioned in the 
Sunnah [practice of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)], and 
this is because it is devoted to explaining the Beautiful Names of Allah and His 
Lofty Attributes. 
 
 

SURAH AL- IKHLAS 
 

مِیحَِّرلٱ نِـٰمَحَّۡرلٱ 4ِٱ مِسۡبِ  
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“In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him)]: (1) ‘He is Allah, (the) One.’ (2) ‘Allah-us-Samad (Allah the Self-

Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need).’ (3) ‘He begets not, nor was He begotten,’ (4) 
‘And there is none co-equal or comparable unto Him.’” 

 
 
The Name of Allah, Al-Waahid is mentioned in many places in the Qur'an. 
 

These two Names are indicative of the Oneness of Allah. 
Meaning, Allah is singled out with Attributes of magnificence, 
majesty, greatness, and beauty. He is One in His Noble Self and 
there is no one who resembles Him. He is One in His Attributes 
and there is no one like Him. He is One in His Actions and He 
has no partners or helpers. He is One in His divinity and there is 
no one who can rival Him for His love, magnification, humility 
and submission. 

 
The Name Al-Waahid is mentioned in the context of affirming Tawheed (pure 
monotheism) and the denouncement of joining partners or rivals with Him. Allah 
says in the establishment of Tawheed and regarding the obligation of sincerity in 
one’s religion: 
 

 
 

“And your Ilah (God) is One Ilah (God - Allah), La ilaha illa Huwa (there is none who has 
the right to be worshipped but He), the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.”40 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	
40 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:163]  
 

{	

{	
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Allah says in denouncing those who associate partners with Him: 
 

 
 

“And Allah says (O mankind!): ‘Take not Ilahain (two gods in worship, etc.). Verily, He 
(Allah) is (the) only One Ilah (God). Then, fear Me (Allah) much [and Me (Alone) i.e. be 

away from all kinds of sins and evil deeds that Allah has forbidden, and do all that Allah 
has ordained and worship none but Allah].’”41 

 

 
 

“O two companions of the prison! Are many different lords (gods) better or Allah, the One, 
the Irresistible?”42 

 
 
Therefore, it is an obligation upon the slaves of Allah to single Him out in their 
belief, speech and actions by recognizing His perfection, and to single Him out with 
Oneness for all types of worship. It is essential to negate any partners or rivals with 
Him, to not resemble Him to the creation in any way and to affirm His perfect 
Attributes. 
 

	
41 Surah An-Nahl [16:51]  
42 Surah Yusuf [12:39] 
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AS-SAMAD ( دمصلا ): The Great Master 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  A S - S A M A D  is mentioned only once in the 
Qur'an in Surah Al-Ikhlas (The Chapter of Sincerity). As-Samad means the Great 
Master Who is perfect in His knowledge, wisdom, forbearance, ability, might, 
greatness, and in all His Attributes. He is vast in His Attributes, the One Whom all 
of creation turn to for all their affairs. There is no Lord except Him, nor is there a 
goal for them to direct themselves to besides Him. They beg for His help in times of 
difficulty because they know that only He can provide what they need, and only He 
can remove any distress from them due to His perfect knowledge, vast mercy, 
compassion, great ability, might and authority.  
 
Ibn Jarir At-Tabari (may Allah have mercy on him) narrated in his Tafseer that 
‘Abdullah ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them) said: “As-Samad is the 
Master Who is perfect in His mastership, the Honorable Who is perfect in His 
Honor, the Forbearing Who is perfect in His forbearance, the Most Rich Who is 
perfect in His richness, the Mender Who is perfect in His mending, the All-
Knowing Who is perfect in His knowledge, the All-Wise Who is perfect in His 
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wisdom and He is the One Who is perfect in all types of honor and mastership.  He 
is Allah, glory be to Him, to Whom these Attributes do not befit except Him.”43 
 

This Name has many meanings and is not singled out with just 
one meaning. As-Samad is the One Who the hearts resort to and 
turn to out of hope and fear because of His praiseworthy 
Attributes.  As-Samad is the One Who is not hollow, but He is 
solid and does not eat or drink. Nothing goes into Him or out of 
Him and He neither begets nor is He begotten.  

 

	
43 Ibn Jarir At-Tabari (24/736) 

{	 {	
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AL-HAADI ( يداھلا ):  
The One Who Guides 

 
 
 
 
 

A L L A H  H A S  M E N T I O N E D  T H I S  N A M E  in 
two places in the Qur'an: 
 
NO. 01 In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says: 
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“And that those who have been given knowledge may know that it (this Qur'an) is the truth 
from your Lord, and that they may believe therein, and their hearts may submit to it with 

humility. And verily, Allah is the Guide of those who believe, to the Straight Path.”44 
 
 
NO. 02 In Surah Al-Furqan, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Thus have We made for every Prophet, an enemy among the Mujrimun (disbelievers, 
polytheists, criminals, etc.). But Sufficient is your Lord as a Guide and Helper.”45 

 
 
Al-Haadi is the One Who guides His slaves; directs and leads them to their 
happiness in this life and the next. It is by His guidance that the believing slaves are 
guided to His obedience and pleasure; and it is by His guidance that the animals are 
guided to what benefits them and are protected from what harms them. Allah is the 
One Who created all creatures and He is the One Who guides them. 
 
In Surah Al-A’la, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Who has created (everything), and then proportioned it;”46 
 

 
 

“And Who has measured (preordainments for each and everything, even to be blessed or 
wretched); then guided (i.e. showed mankind the right as well as the wrong paths, and guided 

the animals to pasture);”47 
 

	
44 Surah Al-Hajj [22:54] 
45 Surah Al-Furqan [25:31] 
46 Surah Al-A’la [87:2] 
47 Surah Al-A’la [87:3] 
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THE TYPES OF GUIDANCE:  
 
NO. 01 General Guidance ( ةَّماعلا   :( ةیادھ

Allah guides all His creation to what benefits them and prepares them 
for what they are created for.  He guides all the creatures to their 
nourishment and sustenance. For example, Allah guides newborn 
animals to suckle their mothers although no one has taught them.  All of 
this is guidance from Allah. 

 
NO. 02 Guidance of Clarifying the Truth to all ( نایبلا ةیادھ ): 

Allah revealed the divine books and sent Messengers. He legislated 
commands, rulings, the Halal (lawful) and Haram (unlawful). He made 
the fundamentals of the religion and its branches clear. He guides and 
shows the way to the Straight Path which leads to His pleasure and to 
Paradise, and He has made the misleading paths clear in order to warn 
His slaves. 

 
NO. 03 Guidance of opening one’s heart to successfully accept the truth and be 

pleased with it ( قیفوتلا ةیادھ ):  
Allah guides His believing slaves to successfully act upon faith and 
worship Him. He broadens their hearts to accept the truth and be 
pleased with Him.  

 
NO. 04 Guidance to Paradise on the Day of Judgement:  

Allah guides the believers to their dwellings in Paradise just as He 
guides them in this life to the means and ways which lead to Paradise.  

 
The Name Al-Haadi is inclusive of all types of guidance. It is for this reason that 
Allah has commanded us to ask Him for guidance to the Straight Path seventeen 
times a day in the five obligatory prayers: 
 

 
 

“Guide us to the Straight Way”48 
 
 

	
48 Surah Al-Fatihah [1:6] 
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AL-WAHHAAB ( باھولا ): The Bestower 
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  N A M E  is mentioned in three places in the Qur'an. 
 
NO. 01 In Surah Aal-‘Imran, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“(They say): ‘Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate (from the truth) after You have guided us, 
and grant us mercy from You. Truly, You are the Bestower.’”49 

 
 
 

	
49 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:8] 
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NO. 02 In Surah Saad, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Or have they the treasures of the Mercy of your Lord, the All-Mighty, the Real Bestower?”50 
 
 
NO. 03 In the invocation of the Prophet Sulayman (peace be upon him), as 

mentioned in Surah Saad: 
 

 

 
 

“He said: ‘My Lord! Forgive me and bestow upon me a kingdom such as shall not belong to 
any other after me: Verily, You are the Bestower.’”51 

 
 
Al-Wahhaab is the One Who bestows many gifts, favors and blessings. The Name 
Al-Wahhaab is in hyperbolic or exaggerated form, which means that Allah is 
constantly bestowing many great favors and blessings upon us. In His Hands are the 
treasures of all that is in the heavens and the earth, and He deals with His kingdom 
as He wills. 
 
In the Qur'an, Allah mentions the different types of gifts He bestows, as well as 
mentioning His Messengers and the righteous from amongst His slaves who are 
seeking to attain(ing) these gifts. 
 
All these different types of gifts are in the Hands of Allah, for He is the Owner of 
the Universe and He manages it however He wills. 
 
 
 
 
 

	
50 Surah Saad [38:9] 
51 Surah Saad [38:35] 
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FROM AMONG HIS GIFTS ARE:  
 
NO. 01 Mercy from Allah, which leads to happiness in this life and the next. 
 
In Surah Maryam, Allah says: 
 

   

“And We gave them of Our Mercy (a good provision in plenty), and We granted them Honor 
on the tongues (of all the nations, i.e. everybody remembers them with a good praise).”52 

 
 
NO. 02 Wisdom and Kingship 

In Surah Ash-Shu’araa, Allah mentions what Musa [Moses (peace be 
upon him)] said to Fir’aun (Pharaoh) when he (Musa) was calling 
Pharaoh to be of the righteous and to fear Allah: 

  

 
 

[He said:] “So I fled from you when I feared you. But my Lord has granted me Hukman (i.e. 
religious knowledge, right judgement of the affairs and Prophethood), and appointed me as 

one of the Messengers.”53 
 
 
NO. 03 To be granted a righteous spouse and offspring, which are the coolness of 

one’s eyes. 
 
In Surah Al-Furqan, Allah says: 
 

	
52 Surah Maryam [19:50] 
53 Surah Ash-Shu’araa [26:21] 
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“And those who say: ‘Our Lord! Bestow on us from our wives and our offspring, who will be 
the comfort of our eyes and make us leaders for the Muttaqun.’”54 

 
 

Meaning, those who ask Allah to bring forth from their loins, offspring who will 
obey Him and worshio Him and not associate anything in worshio with Him. 
 
Children are granted according to the wisdom and will of Allah. Some couples are 
granted only females, others only males, some are granted both and others, none at 
all. In Surah Ash-Shura, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“To Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. He creates what He wills. He 
bestows female (offspring) upon whom He wills, and bestows male (offspring) upon whom He 

wills.”55 
 

 
 

“Or He bestows both males and females, and He renders barren whom He wills. Verily, He is 
the All-Knower and is Able to do all things.”56 

 
 

	
54 Surah Al-Furqan [25:74] 
55 Surah Ash-Shura [42:49] 
56 Surah Ash-Shura [42:50] 
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NO. 04 If a person’s life is based upon faith and Taqwa (piety/fear), then this is 
the most honorable gift. And if Allah takes his life away upon this state, 
then he has attained multitudes of gifts beyond what he has seen in the 
Dunya (worldly life). He will have attained what no eye has seen, no ear 
has heard and what has not crossed the hearts or minds of anyone.  
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AL-FATTAAH ( حاتفلا ): The Opener 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  A L - F A T T A A H  has two meanings: 
 
NO. 01 The first meaning refers to the judgement of His slaves. Allah judges 

between them by His legislations and by rewarding the obedient and 
punishing the disobedient in this world and in the Hereafter. On the Day 
of Judgement, He judges and separates the disbelievers from the 
believers; and in this life, Allah judges by granting victory to those on 
the truth and disgraces those upon falsehood. The Messengers would ask 
Allah to judge between their people, as mentioned in Surah Saba’: 
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“Say: ‘Our Lord will assemble us all together (on the Day of Resurrection), then He will judge 
between us with truth. And He is the (Most Trustworthy) All-Knowing Judge.’”57 

 
 
And in Surah Ash-Shu’araa, Allah mentions what Nuh [Noah (peace be upon him)] 
said when his people rejected his invitation to obey Allah: 

 

 
 

“He [Nuh (peace be upon him)] said: ‘My Lord! Verily, my people have belied me.’”58 
 

 
 

“Therefore, judge You between me and them, and save me and those of the believers who are 
with me.”59 

 
 
NO. 02 Allah, Al-Fattaah is the One Who opens all doors of goodness for His 

slaves. He opens for them all that benefits them in their worldly and 
religious affairs. With gentleness and care, He opens the locks on the 
hearts of those whom He selects. He opens for them divine knowledge 
and the facts of faith which reform the state of their hearts and He 
keeps them firm on the Straight Path. Moreover, for His believing 
slaves, He opens their hearts to love Him and submit to Him with 
divine knowledge. He will enlighten their understanding to the truth. 
He also opens the doors of provision for His slaves as well as the means 
to attain it. He sets provision and means in place for the Muttaqeen 
(pious slaves who fear Allah much) from where they cannot imagine, 
and He gives those who put their full reliance on Him, more than they 
request and more than they hope for. He makes difficult affairs easy for 
them and opens for them, doors which were previously closed.   

 

	
57 Surah Saba’ [34:26] 
58 Surah Ash-Shu’araa [26:117] 
59 Surah Ash-Shu’araa [26:118] 
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“Whatever of mercy (i.e. of good) Allah may grant to mankind, none can withhold it, and 
whatever He may withhold, none can grant it thereafter. And He is the All-Mighty, the All-

Wise.”60 
 
 
Al-Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy on him) said, regarding the following verse in 
Surah Az-Zumar:  

 

 
 

“Is he whose breast Allah has opened to Islam, so that he is in light from His Lord (as he who 
is non-Muslim)? So, woe to those whose hearts are hardened against remembrance of Allah! 

They are in plain error!”61 
 
 
“This opening and expansion does not have a limit; every believer has a share of it. 
Those who have triumphed with the greatest share regarding it are the Prophets, 
then the Awliyaa’ (Allah’s special slaves), then the scholars and then the believers in 
general. Allah only denies the disbelievers from receiving it.”62 
 

Mercy, favors, and goodness are all in the Hands of Allah; He 
opens it upon whomever He wills and makes it easy for whomever 
He wills. All of these are from the impacts of the Name Al-
Fattaah. 

 
 

	
60 Surah Al-Fatir [35:2] 
61 Surah Az-Zumar [39:22] 
62 (225/1) (Al Asna fi Sharh Asmaa Allah Al Husna) ىنسحلا الله ءامسأ حرش يف ىنسلأا  

{	

{	
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We ask Allah by this Great Name and invoke Him by the fact that He is Al-Fattaah, 
the Best of Openers, to open our hearts to the correct belief, complete guidance and 
deep certainty. We ask Him to open for us, the treasures of His mercy and the doors 
of His vast generosity. Verily, He is the All-Hearing, the One Who responds. 
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AS-SAMEE ’  ( عیمسلا ): The All-Hearing 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A S - S A M E E ’  is 
mentioned in the Qur'an in almost fifty places. As-Samee’ is the One Who hears all 
sounds despite them being spoken in different languages and for diverse needs. 
Speech is the same to Allah whether it is spoken aloud or in secret. In Surah Ar-
Ra’d, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“It is the same (to Him) whether any of you conceal his speech or declare it openly, whether 
he be hidden by night or go forth freely by day.”63 

	
63 Surah Ar-Ra’d [13:10] 
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His hearing encompasses all sounds; they neither sound different to Him, nor are 
they mixed up. No sound occupies Him from hearing another sound, nor does His 
hearing mistake the various requests, nor do the plentiful slaves who ask, tire Him. If 
all of mankind and Jinn asked Allah at the same time, each having a different 
request in a different tongue and dialect, He would hear them all without mixing up 
a sound with another sound nor a language with another language nor a need with 
another need. 
 
Therefore, Allah refutes those who worship those besides Him who can neither hear 
nor see them. In Surah Ghafir, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And Allah judges with truth, while those to whom they invoke besides Him cannot judge 
anything. Certainly, Allah! He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.”64 

 
 
HEARING THAT IS ATTRIBUTED TO ALLAH IS OF TWO 

TYPES:   
 

NO. 01 Hearing that is connected to hearing sounds 
 
NO. 02 Hearing with the meaning of responding, i.e. Allah responds to those 

who invoke Him, as He says in Surah Ibrahim: 
 

 
 

“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has given me in old age, Isma'il [Ishmael (peace 
be upon him)] and Is’haque [Isaac (peace be upon him)]. Verily! My Lord is indeed the All-

Hearer of invocations.”65 

	
64 Surah Ghafir [40:20] 
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This type also includes the saying of the person praying: هدمح نمل الله عمس  “Allah 
responds to those who praise Him”, meaning He responds to; not merely hears. 
 
 
HEARING IN CONJUNCTION WITH ALLAH IS DIVIDED 

INTO THREE PARTS: 
 

NO. 01 Hearing related to warning, as Allah says in Surah Az-Zukhruf: 
 

 
 

“Or do they think that We hear not their secrets and their private counsel? (Yes We do)”66 
 
 
NO. 02 Hearing related to support, as Allah said to Musa [Moses (peace be upon 

him)] and Harun [Aaron (peace be upon him)] in Surah Ta-Ha: 
 

 
 

“He (Allah) said: ‘Fear not, verily! I am with you both, hearing and seeing.’”67 
 
 
NO. 03 Hearing related to encompassment, as Allah says in Surah Al-Mujadilah: 
 

 
 

“Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her (Khaulah bint Tha'labah) that disputes with 
you [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] concerning her husband 

	
65 Surah Ibrahim [14:39] 
66 Surah Az-Zukhruf [43:80] 
67 Surah Ta-Ha [20:46] 
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(‘Aus ibn As-Samit) and complains to Allah. And Allah hears the argument between you 
both. Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.”68 

 
 
The belief of the slave that Allah is As-Samee’ makes him guard his tongue and what 
he says, adhere to the remembrance of Allah and be grateful. It increases in the slave, 
a longing to implore Him by this Great Name, to make his hopes a reality and give 
him what he asks for. In the Qur'an, Allah has frequently mentioned the Prophets 
and Messengers asking Him by this Name. 
 
 

	
68 Surah Al-Mujadilah [58:1] 
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AL-BASEER ( ریصبلا ): The All-Seeing 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  A L - B A S E E R  is found in more than 40 places 
in the Qur'an. One of them is the statement of Allah in Surah Ash-Shura: 

 

 
 

“There is nothing like unto Him and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.”69 
 
 

 Al-Baseer is the One Who sees all visions, He sees everything no 
matter how minute and small it may be. He sees the black ant 
crawling on a hidden rock in the darkness of the night.  He sees 
the food passing through the body and He sees the blood flowing 
through the veins. He sees all that is under the seven earths just as 

	
69 Surah Ash-Shura [42:11] 

{	 {	
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He sees all that is above the seven heavens, and He sees the 
turning of the hearts and the betrayal of the eyes. 

 
It is obligatory for us to believe that Allah sees with two Eyes that befit His Majesty. 
In Surah At-Tur, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“So wait patiently [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] for the 
Decision of your Lord, for verily, you are under Our Eyes, and glorify the Praises of your 

Lord when you get up from sleep.”70 
 
 
Allah sees the conditions of His slaves and He is All-Aware of them. He sees the one 
who deserves guidance apart from the one who does not, and He sees whose state 
will be rectified with richness and whose state will be corrupted with it. In Surah 
Al-Isra’, Allah says: 

 

 
 

“Truly, your Lord enlarges the provision for whom He wills and straitens (for whom He 
wills). Verily, He is Ever All-Knower, All-Seer of His slaves.”71 

 
 
When a person knows Allah is Al Baseer then it will make him have hope and fear at 
the same time. 
 
If the slave perfects his acts of worship to his Lord and avoids committing sins out 
of awareness of Allah’s watchfulness over him, then this is the station of Ihsan and 
Ihsan is the highest level of Islam, as the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) defined it: 
 

	
70 Surah At-Tur [52:48] 
71 Surah Al-Isra’ [17:30] 
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كَارََیُ ھَّنِإَفُ هارََت نُْكَت مَْل نِْإَف  ُ،هارََت كََّنَأكَ اللهََ دُبعَْت نَْأ نُاسَحْلإِا

 

 

“Ihsan is to worship Allah as if you see Him, and if you do not achieve this state of 
devotion, then He sees you.”72 
 
 
How many a people have refrained from sin and disobedience to Allah because of 
their awareness of Allah’s watchfulness over them. 
 

	
72 Sahih Al-Bukhari, Book 65, no. 4777 (Arabic ref.) 
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AL-'ALEEM ( میلعلا ): The All-Knowing 
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  N A M E  is mentioned in the Qur'an over one hundred fifty times. 
One is not able to turn a page of the Qur'an except to find Allah’s knowledge. 
 
Al-'Aleem is the One Whose knowledge encompasses the apparent and hidden 
matters, the open and the secret. In Surah Ibrahim, Allah says: 

 

 
 

“O our Lord! Certainly, You know what we conceal and what we reveal. Nothing on the 
earth or in the heaven is hidden from Allah.”73 

	
73 Surah Ibrahim [14:38] 
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He knows all that is in the upper and lower worlds and He knows the past, present 
and future. He knows all that has happened and what will happen, as well as what 
will not happen, and how it would be if it happened.  The Qur'an informs us about 
Allah’s vast knowledge which comprehends all things. In Surah Al-Ghafir, Allah 
says: 
 

 
 

“Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge”74 
 
 
Allah Alone has knowledge of the unseen; no one knows it but He. In Surah 
Luqman, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Verily, Allah! With Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain, and 
knows that which is in the wombs. No person knows what he will earn tomorrow, and no 

person knows in what land he will die. Verily, Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware (of things).”75 
  
 
The Name of Allah, Al-'Aleem is mentioned mostly in the context of deeds and 
their recompense, in order to awaken the hearts and inform the servants of the 
importance of perfecting and rectifying them. When a person knows Allah 
encompasses all things with His knowledge, whether big or small, it will cause him 
to show shyness towards Allah. The person will have Taqwa (piety/fear) of Allah as 
He deserves, and he will be observant of his actions like the observance of the one 
who knows Allah sees him. For Allah knows the betrayal of the eyes and the secrets 
of the hearts. 
 

	
74 Surah Ghafir [40:7] 
75 Surah Luqman [31:34] 
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AL-LATEEF, AL-KHABEER  
( ریبخلا فیطللا  ):  

The Subtly Gentle, The All-Aware 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E S E  T W O  N A M E S  are mentioned together in many verses 
in the Qur'an. Allah says in Surah Al-An'am: 
 

 
 

“No vision can grasp Him, but His Grasp is over all vision. He is the Most Subtle and 
Courteous, Well-Acquainted with all things.”76 

 

	
76 Surah Al-An'am [6:103] 
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Al-Khabeer is the One Whose knowledge grasps all secrets, the One Who is aware of 
concealed intentions and Who knows the subtleties of matters and the minutest of 
details. This Name indicates His knowledge of hidden affairs which have reached a 
peak of subtlety, smallness and concealment. In addition, He has knowledge of the 
apparent and clear. 
 
 
AL-LATEEF HAS TWO MEANINGS: 
 
NO. 01 It means that His knowledge is so fine and subtle that it comprehends 

all secrets, intentions and hidden matters. 
 
NO. 02 It means that by His Lutf (gentleness) and Ihsan (excellence), He sends 

to His slaves and His Awliyaa’ (special believing slaves) what benefits 
them through ways they could never perceive. 

 
If Allah has Lutf (gentleness) with his slaves, He brings them under His special 
guardianship with what rectifies their outer and inner conditions, and He repels all 
inner and outer disliked matters. 
 
If Allah makes the affairs of His slaves easy, opens the way of goodness for them and 
supports them on that path, this indicates that they have had Lutf (gentleness) 
bestowed on them. 
 
If Allah brings in external means to benefit the slaves, which they have no control 
over, they have had Lutf (gentleness) bestowed on them. This is like the case of 
Prophet Yusuf [Joseph (peace be upon him)] when Allah decreed many matters 
(external means) for his father and him.  In the beginning, they both went through 
different trials as a gentle nurturing. Eventually, these matters (over which they had 
no control) brought about a praiseworthy end. For this reason, Yusuf (peace be upon 
him) said, as mentioned in Surah Yusuf: 
 

 
 

“Certainly, my Lord is the Most Courteous and Kind unto whom He will.”77 
 

	
77 Surah Yusuf [12:100] 
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Among the impacts of Allah’s Lutf (gentleness) toward His believing slaves is that 
He takes them out from the darkness of ignorance, disbelief, innovation and sins to 
the light of knowledge, belief, and obedience. 
 
His Lutf (gentleness) protects them from obeying their own desires. Therefore, if 
Allah wills to guide them to prevent their souls from following their desires, He 
turns evil and indecency away from them despite the plentiful means of Fitnah 
(trials) and the attractiveness of the sins. He favors them by the proofs of His Lutf 
(gentleness) and the light of their faith which He has bestowed upon them. So, they 
leave the sin whilst their souls are at rest with leaving it and their chests are opened 
with being distanced from it. 
 
From the impacts of Allah’s Lutf (gentleness) is that He decrees their provision 
according to His knowledge of what benefits them and not in accordance to what 
they want. They may want a thing, whilst another thing is better for them; 
therefore, He decrees upon them what is better although they may dislike it. In 
Surah Ash-Shura, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Allah is very Gracious and Kind to His slaves. He gives provisions to whom He wills. And 
He is the All-Strong, the All-Mighty.”78 

 
 
As a result of His Lutf (gentleness), He decrees different types of calamities and 
trials to drive them to their perfection and the perfection of their blessings. 
 
Allah’s Lutf (gentleness) with His slaves is decreeing for them to be raised under the 
guardianship of the people of goodness, knowledge and faith, in order that they gain 
from good manners. If the slaves are raised under righteous parents, pious relatives 
and a good community, then this is one of the greatest Lutfs (gentleness) of Allah 
upon them. 
 
From His Lutf (gentleness) is that He makes the provision of His slave Halal (lawful) 
with ease and contentment so that the slave can focus on the purpose of his creation, 
i.e. to worship Allah. 
 

	
78 Surah Ash-Shura [42:19] 
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From the Lutf (gentleness) of Allah upon His slave is that He 
subjects righteous brothers and pious friends for him who help 
him upon goodness. He also tests him with some calamities and 
guides him to employ patience in them in order for him to attain 
lofty degrees and high ranks. Allah will Honor him by putting the 
sweetness of hope in his heart, wishing for mercy and waiting for 
relief and the removal of distress so his pain is lessened and he 
becomes energetic. 

 
It is of great benefit for the slave to know the meaning of this Great Name and its 
impacts, thus making him trust his Lord and all His actions. 
 

{	

{	
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AL-'AFUWW ( وفعلا ):  
The All-Pardoning 

AL-GHAFOOR, AL-GHAFFAAR 
( راّفغلا روفغلا ):  

The All-Forgiving, The Ever-Forgiving 

AT-TAWWAAB ( باوتلا ):  
The Acceptor of Repentance 

 
 
 
 
 

A L L A H ,  A L - ' A F U W W  is the One Who erases sins and 
overlooks disobedience. It is similar to Al-Ghafoor; however, it has a greater 
meaning since forgiveness (maghfira) is to cover up, whilst pardoning (alafuw) is to 
erase. 
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At-Tawwab is the One Who guides whomsoever of His slaves He wills to repent by 
initiating the feelings of repentance in them, as Allah says in Surah At-Tawbah: 
 

 
 

“Then, He accepted their repentance, that they might repent (unto Him). Verily, Allah is the 
One Who accepts repentance, Most Merciful.”79 

 
 
He accepts the repentance of those who repent, as He says in Surah Ash-Shura: 
 

 
 

“And He it is Who accepts repentance from His slaves, and pardons sins, and He knows what 
you do.”80 

 
 
THE PARDONING OF ALLAH IS OF TWO TYPES: 
 
NO. 01 General Pardoning:  

This includes all those who commit sins including the disbelievers and 
those besides them. Allah repels the punishments which are consequent 
to their actions and that warrant the cutting-off of blessings from them. 
They insult Him by associating partners with Him, yet He pardons 
them, provides for them and showers upon them both inward and 
outward blessings. He grants them respite and does not overburden 
them due to His pardoning and forbearance. 

 
In Surah Fatir, Allah says: 
 

 

	
79 Surah At-Tawbah [9:118] 
80 Surah Ash-Shura [42:25] 
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“And if Allah were to punish men for that which they earned, He would not leave a moving 
(living) creature on the surface of the earth, but He gives them respite to an appointed term, 

and when their term comes, then verily, Allah is Ever All-Seer of His slaves.”81 
 
 
NO. 02 Special Pardoning: 

This is a special pardoning and forgiveness for those who repent, seek 
forgiveness, supplicate, worship Allah and hope for the reward from 
Allah when afflicted with calamities. Whoever repents to Allah with a 
sincere comprehensive repentance, which is solely for His Countenance 
and is not accompanied with returning to the sin or persisting in it, 
then Allah will forgive the doer regardless of the sin committed.  All of 
this is outlined in the statement of Allah in Surah Az-Zumar: 

 

 
 

“Say: ‘O ‘Ibadi (My slaves) who have transgressed against themselves (by committing evil 
deeds and sins)! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah, verily Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is 

Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.’”82 
 
 
Similarly, from the impacts of Allah’s pardoning is that He made good deeds and 
righteous actions a means of expiating sins. In Surah Hud, Allah says: 
 

 
 

	
81 Surah Fatir [35:45] 
82 Surah Az-Zumar [39:53] 
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“Verily, the good deeds remove the evil deeds (i.e. small sins).”83 
 

Likewise, from the impacts of His pardoning are the calamities 
which befall the slaves with regards to themselves, their children 
or their wealth. By being patient, pleased and hoping for the 
reward from Allah, these can be a means of expiating their sins. 

 
The slave’s knowledge of these Great Names is a great gate to attaining high ranks 
by constantly seeking Allah’s forgiveness, pardon and mercy. It is important to hope 
for His forgiveness, not despair of His mercy, and to feel the greatness of His 
pardon. There is no sin that is too great for Him to forgive, regardless of how high it 
reaches.   
 

	
83 Surah Hud [11:114] 

{	

{	
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AL-'ALIY, AL-A'LAA, AL-
MUTA'AL  

( لاعتملا ىلعلأا يلعلا ): 
The Most High, The Most Exalted, The Self-

Exalted 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E S E  N A M E S  D E N O T E  Allah’s absolute highness in all 
aspects: 
 
• He is the Most High in His Essence, He rose over the Throne in a manner which 

suits His Majesty, and He is above all creation. In Surah Ta-Ha, Allah says: 
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“The Most Beneficent (Allah) Istawa (rose over) the (Mighty) Throne (in a manner that suits 
His Majesty).”84 

 
 
Allah mentioned that He rose over the Throne in a manner which suits His Majesty 
six times in the Qur'an. 
 
• He is the Most High in His position, and all His Attributes are high and great. No 

attribute of any person can resemble them or come close to them. It is not 
possible for His slaves to encompass even one attribute of His attributes. 

  
• He is the Most High in His dominance of everything. The forelocks of all the 

creation are in His Hand, so no one moves and no one remains still except by His 
permission.  

 
 
THERE ARE MORE THAN A THOUSAND PROOFS IN THE 

QUR’AN WHICH PROVE ALLAH’S HIGHNESS AND THEY 

ARE CLASSIFIED INTO MANY TYPES: 
 

NO. 01 The mention that He is above: 
In Surah An-Nahl, Allah says: 

 

 
 

“They fear their Lord above them, and they do what they are commanded.”85 
 
 
NO. 02 The mention that matters ascend to Him: 

In Surah Al-Ma’arij, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“From Allah, the Lord of the ways of ascent.”86 

	
84 Surah Ta-Ha [20:5] 
85 Surah An-Nahl [16:50] 
86 Surah Al-Ma‘arij [70:3] 
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“The angels and the Ruh [Jibreel (Gabriel (peace be upon him))] ascend to Him in a Day, the 
measure of which is fifty thousand years,”87 

 
 
NO. 03 The mention of matters going up to Him: 

In Surah Fatir, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“To Him ascend (all) the goodly words, and the righteous deeds exalt it.”88 
 
 
NO. 04 The mention of raising some of His creation up to Him: 

In Surah An-Nisaa’, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“But Allah raised him ['Eesa (Jesus (peace be upon him))] up (with his body and soul) unto 
Himself (and he is in the heavens). And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise.”89 

 
 
NO. 05 The mention of the Qur'an being sent down from Him: 

In Surah As-Sajdah, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“The revelation of the Book (this Qur'an) is from the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn and 
all that exists) in which there is no doubt!”90 
	

87 Surah Al-Ma’arij [70:4] 
88 Surah Fatir [35:10] 
89 Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:158] 
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NO. 06 The mention that Allah is above the Heavens: 
 

ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص " نَومُحِاَّرلا اللهِ لُوُسرَ لَاَق لَاَق ،ورٍ  مْعَ نِبْ  اللهِ دِبْعَ نْعَ

ءِامََّسلا يفِ نْمَ مُْكمْحَرَْی    ضِرَْلأا يفِ نْمَ اومُحَرْا نُمَحَّْرلا مُھُمُحَرَْی
 

'Abdullah ibn 'Amr (may Allah be pleased with them) narrated that the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “The merciful are shown 
mercy by Ar-Rahman. Be merciful on the earth, and you will be shown mercy from 
Who is above the heavens.”91 
 
 
NO. 07 The mention of us raising our Hands to Him: 
 

اللهَ َّنإِ مٌیرِكَ ٌّيیِحَ  لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلصِ يّبِ " َّنلا نِعَ ِ،يّسِرِاَفلْا  نَامَلْسَ نْعَ

" نِیَْتَبئِاخَ ارًفْصِ امَُھَّدرَُی    نَْأ ھِیَْدَی ھِیَْلإِ لُجَُّرلا عََفرَ اَذإِ يحَِتسَْی
 

Salman Al-Farsi (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Indeed, Allah is Hayiyy, Most Shy. When 
a man raises his hands to Him, He feels shy to return them to him empty and 
rejected.”92 
 
 
NO. 08 Pointing to Him while sensing He is above, as the One Who is the most 

knowledgeable: 
 

.  ىَلإِ اھَُعَفرَْی ةَِباَّبَّسلا ھِعَِبصِْإبِ لَاَقَف تَحْصََنوَ تَیَّْدَأوَ تَغَّْل َب دَْق كََّنَأُ دھَشَْن اوُلاَق

" دْھَشْا َّمھُ َّللا دِھَشْا َّمھُ َّللا "   سِاَّنلا ىَلإِ اھَُتُكنَْیوَ ءِامََّسلا
 

They (the audience) said: We will bear witness that you have conveyed (the 
message), fulfilled (the ministry of Prophethood) and given wise (sincere) counsel. 
He (the narrator) said: He [the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] 

	
90 Surah As-Sajdah [32:2] 
91 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 1924 
92 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3556, and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih 
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then raised his forefinger towards the sky and pointing it at the people (said): "O 
Allah, be witness. O Allah, be witness," saying it thrice.)93 
 
 
NO. 09 The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) informed us 

that he kept going back and forth between Musa [Moses (peace be upon 
him)] and his Lord on the Night of Isra’ wal-Mi’raaj (Night of 
Ascension) in order to reduce the number of prayers. He would go up to 
Allah then return to Musa (peace be upon him) and this occurred many 
times.94  

 
NO. 10 Allah informed us that Fir'aun (Pharoah) wanted to go up to the sky to see 

the Ilah (God) of Musa (peace be upon him). In Surah Ghafir, Allah 
mentions what Fir’aun said: 

 

 
 

“And Fir‘aun (Pharaoh) said: ‘O Haman (i.e. Fir’aun’s minister of state affairs)! Build me a 
tower that I may arrive at the ways,95 

 

 

 
 

“The ways of the heavens, and I may look upon the Ilah (God) of Musa (Moses) but verily, I 
think him to be a liar.’ Thus, it was made fair-seeming in Fir’aun’s (Pharaoh) eyes, the evil of 
his deeds, and he was hindered from the (Right) Path; and the plot of Fir'aun (Pharaoh) led 

to nothing but loss and destruction (for him).”96 
 

	
93 Sahih Muslim no. 1218 
94 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 3342 
95 Surah Ghafir [40:36] 
96 Surah Ghafir [40:37] 
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MEANING: 

Fir’aun (Pharaoh) thought Musa (peace be upon him) to be a liar when Musa 
(peace be upon him) informed him that Allah is above the heavens. Therefore, 
whoever denies the highness of Allah has resembled Fir’aun (Pharoah), and 
whoever affirms the highness of Allah is on the methodology of Musa and all 
the Prophets (peace and blessings be upon them). 

 
All these are evidences that Allah is above everything and nothing is above Him. He 
rose over His Throne in a manner which suits His Majesty, while His knowledge is 
all-encompassing of every place. 
 
Belief in the highness of Allah over His creation results in the slave magnifying 
Allah, being humble and breaking down before Him. The slave will negate all 
deficiencies and flaws from Allah, be sincere to Him in worship and will be far away 
from associating partners with Allah. In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says: 
 
 

 
 

“That is because Allah, He is the Truth (the only True God of all that exists, Who has no 
partners or rivals with Him), and what they (the polytheists) invoke besides Him, it is Batil 

(falsehood). And verily, Allah, He is the Most High, the Most Great.”97 
 

	
97 Surah Al-Hajj [22:62] 

{	
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AL-KABEER ( ریبكلا ): The Most Great 

AL-'ADHEEM ( میظعلا ): The Magnificent 
 
 
 
 
 

A L L A H ,  A L - K A B E E R ,  A L - ' A D H E E M  is the 
One Who is attributed with magnificence and greatness, the meanings of which are 
divided into two types: 
 
NO. 01 With regards to Allah’s Attributes, all the meanings of greatness and 

majesty belong to Him, such as power, might, perfect ability, vast 
knowledge and perfect majesty. With regards to Allah’s greatness, the 
seven heavens and seven earths that are in His Hand are similar to a 
mustard seed in the hand of one of us. 

 
Allah says in Surah Az-Zumar: 
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“They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. And on the Day of 
Resurrection the whole of the earth will be grasped by His Hand and the heavens will be 

rolled up in His Right Hand. Glorified is He, and High is He above all that they associate as 
partners with Him!”98 

 
 
To Allah belongs the Attributes of magnificence and greatness, which cannot be 
estimated.  The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to say in 
his bowing and prostration: 
 

ةمظعلا و ءایربكلا و توكلملا و توربجلا يذ ناحبس  

 

How far from imperfections He is, The Possessor of total power, sovereignty, 
magnificence, and grandeur.99 
 
 
NO. 02 No one deserves to be magnified and exalted except Allah. Thus, His 

right over His slaves obliges them to magnify Him with their hearts, 
tongues and deeds, by making efforts to know Him, love Him, fear Him 
and humble themselves before Him.  

 
 
MAGNIFICATION OF ALLAH INCLUDES:  
 
• Obeying Him and not disobeying Him. 

• Remembering Him and not forgetting Him. 

• Being grateful to Him and not being ungrateful. 

• Submitting to His commands, laws and rulings. 

• Magnifying what He magnifies of mentioned times, places, people and deeds. 

	
98 Surah Az-Zumar [39:67] 
99 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 873, and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih 
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Magnification of Allah is the soul of worship and it is for this reason that Allah 
legislated the Takbeer (proclaiming the Greatness of Allah) in the beginning and 
throughout the prayer. This is in order to keep the meaning of magnification 
present in this act of worship. 
 
The Takbeer (proclaiming the Greatness of Allah) accompanies the Muslim in other 
acts of worship as well. The Muslim exalts Allah when he completes the period of 
fasting, as Allah says in Surah Al-Baqarah: 
 

 
 

“(He wants that you) must complete the same number (of days), and that you must magnify 
Allah [i.e. to say Takbeer (Allahu Akbar; Allah is the Most Great) on seeing the crescent of 

the months of Ramadan and Shawwal] for having guided you so that you may be grateful to 
Him.”100 

 
 
The slave also exalts Allah in Hajj, as Allah says in Surah Al-Hajj: 
 

 
 

“It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, but it is piety from you that 
reaches Him. Thus, have We made them subject to you that you may magnify Allah for His 
Guidance to you. And give glad tidings [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 

him)] to the Muhsinun (doers of good).”101 
 
 

	
100 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:185] 
101 Surah Al-Hajj [22:37] 
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The intent by the Takbeer (proclaiming the Greatness of Allah) is to make Allah 
greater than everything else for the slave, thus the meaning of Allahu Akbar ( ربكأ الله  
– Allah is the Most Great) is made clear. Allah is greater than everything and there 
is nothing greater than Him. 
 

 The meaning of ( ءایربكلا ) (Magnificence) is more complete than 
( ةمظعلا ) (Grandeur) because it is inclusive of ( ةمظعلا ) (Grandeur) 
and has a broader meaning than it. It is for this reason that we say 
‘Allahu Akbar’ ( ربكأ الله ) (Allah is The Greatest) and not ‘Allahu 
‘Adham’ ( مظعأ الله ) (Allah is The Grandest). 

 
If the Muslim believes Allah is greater than everything and that everything, 
regardless of how big it may be in size, is in fact small in comparison to the grandeur 
and magnificence of Allah, then he will know with full certainty that Allah’s 
magnificence and grandeur cannot be grasped by the mind.  In Surah Al-Isra’, Allah 
says: 
 

 
 

“And say: ‘All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has not begotten a son (nor an 
offspring), and Who has no partner in (His) Dominion, nor He is low to have a Waliy 

(helper, protector or supporter). And magnify Him with all the magnificence, [Allahu Akbar 
(Allah is the Most Great)].’”102 

 
 
Therefore, how awful is the injustice of the one who gives the right of Allah to other 
than Him, or associates partners with Him. Whoever associates partners with Allah 
has not estimated Allah with His due estimate, and he has not exalted Him with His 
due exaltation. 
 

	
102 Surah Al-Isra’ [17:111] 

{	 {	
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AL-QAWIY ( يوقلا ): 
The All-Powerful 

AL-MATEEN ( نیتملا ):  
The Most Powerful 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - Q A W I Y  is 
mentioned in numerous places in the Qur'an, whilst the Name of Allah, Al-Mateen 
is only mentioned once and in conjunction with the Attribute of Allah (The Owner 
of Power).  In Surah Adh-Dhariyat, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of Power, the Most Strong.”103 

	
103 Surah Adh-Dhariyat [51:58] 
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Al-Mateen is the One with great power and Al-Qawiy is the One Whom nothing 
can render incapable. No defeater can defeat Him and no rejecter can reject His 
decree; He executes His command and carries out His decrees on His creation.  
 
Based on His perfect knowledge and wisdom, He honors whomever He wills and 
dishonors whomever He wills. He helps whomever He wills and forsakes whomever 
He wills. All types of power belong to Him. No one is helped except the one whom 
Allah helps, and no one is honored except the one whom Allah honors. Therefore, 
the forsaken is the one whom Allah has forsaken and the humiliated is the one 
whom He has humiliated. Allah says in Surah Aal-‘Imran: 
 

 
 

“If Allah helps you, none can overcome you; and if He forsakes you, who is there after Him 
that can help you? And in Allah (Alone) let believers put their trust.”104 

 
 
FROM THE DISPLAYS OF ALLAH’S POWER: 
 
NO. 01 Granting victory to His Prophets and supporting His believing slaves. 
 
In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Verily, Allah will help those who help His (Cause). Truly, Allah is All-Strong, All-
Mighty.”105 

 
 
In Surah Al-Mujadilah, Allah says: 
 

	
104 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:160] 
105 Surah Al-Hajj [22:40] 
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“Allah has decreed: ‘Verily! It is I and My Messengers who shall be the victorious.’ Verily, 
Allah is All-Powerful, All-Mighty.”106 

 
 
NO. 02 Destroying the wrongdoers and requiting the criminals with different 

types of punishments. 
 
In Surah Al-Anfal, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Similar to the behavior of the people of Fir'aun (Pharaoh) and of those before them; they 
rejected the Ayat (proofs, verses, etc.) of Allah, so Allah punished them for their sins. Verily, 

Allah is All-Strong, Severe in punishment.”107 
 
 

NO. 03 Maintaining the heavens and earth by His command and protecting 
them and what is in them by His power; nothing renders Him 
incapable. 

 
In Surah Al-Baqarah, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“and He feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving them.”108 
 
 
NO. 04 Provision is in His Hands; He grants it to whomever He wills. 
 

	
106 Surah Al-Mujadilah [58:21] 
107 Surah Al-Anfal [8:52] 
108 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:255] 
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In Surah Ash-Shura, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Allah is very Gracious and Kind to His slaves. He gives provisions to whom He wills. And 
He is the All-Strong, the All-Mighty.”109 

 
 
NO. 05 There is no fleeing except to Him and there is no refuge nor escape for 

the slave except with Him.  
 
In Surah Adh-Dhariyat, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“So flee to Allah (from His Torment to His Mercy -Islamic Monotheism). Verily, I 
[Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] am a plain warner to you from 

Him.”110 
 
 
NO. 06 He does whatever He wills. Nothing in this universe takes place whether 

it is movement or stillness, elevation or debasement, honor or dishonor, 
giving or preventing, except that it occurs by His permission. 

 
In Surah Al-A'raf, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Surely, His is the Creation and Commandment. Blessed be Allah, the Lord of the 'Alamin 
(mankind, Jinn and all that exists)!”111 

 
 

	
109 Surah Ash-Shura [42:19] 
110 Surah Adh-Dhariyat [51:50] 
111 Surah Al-A'raf [7:54] 
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It is for this reason that the word 4اب لاإ ةوق لا و لوح لا  (There is no might or power 
except by Allah) is a noble matter which has a great position and effect. 
 
The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to Abu Musa Al-
Ash'ari (may Allah be pleased with him): 
  

ةَِّنجَلْا زِوُنُك نْمِ زٌنْكَ اھََّنِإَف  4ِابِ َّلاإَِ ةَّوُقَ لاوَ لَوْ حََ لا لِ وَْق نْمِ  رْثِكَْأ

 

 

“Be frequent in saying: ‘There is no might or power except by Allah, (La ḥawla wa la 
quwwata illa billah).’ For verily, it is a treasure from the treasures of Paradise.”112 
 
 

 It is a word of submission, surrendering and freeing oneself from 
all might and power except by Allah. The slave does not own 
anything of his affairs and does not have the ability to avert harm. 
He does not have the power to bring forth goodness, except by 
the permission of Allah. He cannot move from disobedience to 
obedience, nor from sickness to health, weakness to power, 
deficiency to increase, except by Allah. There is no power for the 
slave to uphold any affair of his affairs except by Allah. 

 
The belief of the slave in these Names brings forth brokenness and humility between 
the Hands of Allah. They result in fear of Him, turning to Him Alone, putting full 
reliance on Him and surrendering to His greatness. The slave who believes in these 
Names will hand over all his affairs to Allah and free himself from all might and 
power except by Allah. 
 

	
112 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3601  

{	

{	
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ASH-SHAHEED ( دیھشلا ): The Witness 

AR-RAQEEB ( بیقرلا ): The Ever-Watchful 
 

 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  A S H - S H A H E E D  has been mentioned in 
many places in the Qur'an, and the Name Ar-Raqeeb has been mentioned in three 
places, one of which is coupled with the Name Ash-Shaheed. 
 
Ash-Shaheed is the One Who sees everything, there is nothing hidden from Him. He 
hears all sounds, whether hidden or loud. He sees all things, whether minute or 
great, small or big. His knowledge encompasses everything and He is a Witness for 
or against His slaves, depending on their actions. 
 
Ar-Raqeeb is the One Who is watchful over what is concealed in the chests (hearts), 
the One Who recompenses every soul in accordance to what it has earned. He is the 
One Who protects His creation and manages them with the best organization and 
most perfect management. He is watchful over the slaves with His seeing and 
nothing is hidden from Him. He is watchful over what is heard with His hearing 
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which encompasses everything, and He is watchful over all His creation by His 
knowledge which also encompasses everything. 
 
These two Names are similar in meaning; however, the Name Ar-Raqeeb entails 
watchfulness over inner-thoughts. 
 

Being observant of the watchfulness of Allah is one of the noblest 
actions of the heart and it is to worship Allah by His Names Ar-
Raqeeb and Ash-Shaheed. When a person is mindful of his 
thoughts, utterances and actions, he will reach the level of Ihsan 
(perfection), which is to worship Allah as if one sees Him and if 
this cannot be reached, then know verily Allah sees him. 

 
In Surah Al-Ahzab, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And Allah is Ever a Watcher over all things”113 
 
 
To be aware of Allah’s watchfulness requires a presence of heart that is away from 
heedlessness and is in perpetual remembrance of Allah. This brings forth happiness 
of the heart, expansion of the chest and coolness of the eyes. This is a hastened 
delight which the slave receives in this world before the next. 
 

	
113 Surah Al-Ahzab [33:52] 

{	 {	
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AL-MUHAYMIN ( نمیھملا ):  
The Watcher Over His Creatures 
AL-MUHEET (ط یحملا ):  

The All-Encompassing 
AL-MUQEET ( تیقملا ): The Nourisher 
AL-WAASI’ ( عساولا ): The Most Vast 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  A L - M U H A Y M I N  is mentioned once in the 
Qur'an, in Surah Al-Hashr: 
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“He is Allah, Whom there is La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He) 
the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, the Watcher over His 
creatures, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (High is He) above 

all that they associate as partners with Him.”114 
 
 
Al-Muhaymin is the One Who sees the hidden matters and the secrets of the heart, 
and the One Who encompasses everything with His knowledge. He witnesses the 
actions of the creation and is watchful over what they produce of utterances and 
deeds. Nothing they do is absent from Him; not even the weight of an atom in the 
heavens or the earth escapes Him.  
 
The Name Al-Muheet is mentioned several times in different contexts throughout 
the Qur'an. In Surah An-Nisaa', Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And Allah is Ever 
Encompassing all things.”115 

 
 
This Name is indicative of Allah’s encompassment of everything by His knowledge, 
ability and dominance. In Surah At-Talaq, Allah says: 
 

  
 

	
114 Surah Al-Hashr [59:23] 
115 Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:126] 



C H A P T E R  2 3   P A G E  8 1  

“…that you may know that Allah has power over all things, and that Allah surrounds 
(comprehends) all things in (His) Knowledge.”116 

 
 

Allah encompasses all His creation by His knowledge; therefore, 
not even an atoms weight from His creation escapes Him. He 
encompasses everything by His ability; therefore, nothing in the 
heavens or the earth can render Him incapable. He encompasses 
everything by His dominance; therefore, nothing has the ability to 
escape or flee from Him. In Surah Ar-Rahman, Allah says: 

 

 
 

“O assembly of Jinn and men! If you have power to pass beyond the zones of the heavens and 
the earth, then pass (them)! But you will never be able to pass them, except with authority 

(from Allah)!”117 
 
 
The Name Al-Muqeet is mentioned once in the Qur'an, in Surah An-Nisaa’: 

 

 
 

“Whosoever intercedes for a good cause will have the reward thereof, and whosoever 
intercedes for an evil cause will have a share in its burden. And Allah is Ever All-Able to do 

(and also an All-Witness to) everything.”118 
 
 
Al-Muqeet is the One Who delivers nourishment to all that exists. He delivers their 
provision to them and disposes it according to His will, which is based on perfect 

	
116 Surah At-Talaq [65:12] 
117 Surah Ar-Rahman [55:33] 
118 Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:85] 

{	 {	
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wisdom and praise. He sends down what nourishes His creation and divides their 
provision amongst the small and big, the rich and poor and the strong and weak. In 
Surah Fussilat, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“He placed therein (i.e. the earth) firm mountains from above it, and He blessed it, and 
measured therein its sustenance (for its dwellers) in four days equal (i.e. all these four 'days' 

were equal in the length of time), for all those who ask (about its creation).”119 
 
 
MEANING:

 
He measured therein what its people need of provision, the places that bring 
forth plants wherein seeds (i.e. their nourishment) can be sown, and what is 
suitable for their livelihood of goods, trees, and benefits. 

 
Allah, Al-Muqeet is the One Who surrounds His slaves and their conditions by His 
knowledge. He encompasses what they need from Him and He encompasses them 
with His ability, for He is able to do everything. He is in control of their protection, 
provision and sustenance. He nourishes their bodies with food and provision and 
nourishes the hearts of those whom He wills with knowledge and faith.  
 
The Name Al-Waasi’ is mentioned in many places in the Qur'an and it refers to the 
One Who is vast in His Attributes and what pertains to them; therefore, no one can 
praise Him enough. Rather, He is as He praised Himself. He is vast in His greatness, 
dominion, kingdom, bounty and goodness, and He is great in His giving and 
generosity. 
 
Allah says regarding the vastness of His mercy and knowledge in Surah Ghafir: 
 

 
 

“Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge”120 
	

119 Surah Fussilat [41:10] 
120 Surah Ghafir [40:7] 

{	
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Furthermore, He says regarding His vastness in provision:  
 

 

 
 

“But if they separate (by divorce), Allah will provide abundance for every one of them from 
His Bounty. And Allah is Ever All-Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-Wise.”121 

 
 
His vastness in forgiveness: 
 

 
 

“Verily, your Lord is of vast forgiveness.”122 
 
 
Regarding the vastness of His reward, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“The likeness of those who spend their wealth in the Way of Allah is as the likeness of a grain 
(of corn); it grows seven ears, and each ear has a hundred grains. Allah gives manifold 
increase to whom He pleases. And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-

Knower.”123 
 
 

	
121 Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:130] 
122 Surah An-Najm [53:32] 
123 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:261] 
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From the descriptions of Allah’s Name Al-Waasi’ is that He is vast with His slaves in 
their religion, so He does not burden them beyond their scope. He wants ease for 
them and not hardship. In Surah Al-Baqarah, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Allah burdens not a person beyond his scope.”124 
 

	
124 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:286] 
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AL-HAFEEDH ( ظیفحلا ): The Preserver 

AL-HAAFIDH ( ظفاحلا ): The Protector 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E S E  T W O  G R E A T  N A M E S  signify that Allah is 
attributed with protecting and preserving. 
 
 
THIS IS INCLUSIVE OF TWO MATTERS: 
 
NO. 01 Allah, Al-Hafeedh preserves all information by His knowledge; 

therefore, nothing is absent from Him. The opposite of that is 
forgetfulness, which Allah has negated from Himself due to His perfect 
knowledge and protection. In Surah Ta-Ha, Allah mentions what Musa 
[Moses (peace be upon him)] said to Fir'aun (Pharaoh). 
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“[He (Musa (peace be upon him))] said: ‘The knowledge thereof is with my Lord, in a 
Record. My Lord is neither unaware nor He forgets,’”125 

 
 
He preserves the deeds of His creation, enumerates their utterances, and knows 
their intentions and what is inside their breasts. Nothing is absent from Him and 
nothing is hidden from Him. He has written everything in the Preserved Tablet. 
 
In addition to that, He has entrusted angels as noble scribes to preserve the deeds of 
His slaves. In Surah Al-Infitar, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“But verily, over you (are appointed angels in charge of mankind) to watch you.”126 
 

 
 

“Kiraman (honorable) Katibin writing down (your deeds).”127 
 

 
 

“They know all that you do.”128 
 
 
NO. 02 Allah, Al-Haafidh protects of all His creation in the heavens and earth 

and what is between them in order for them to remain for the period of 
their existence. They neither vanish, nor are they neglected. They do not 
shake, nor does any part fall on top of another. It is not heavy for Him, 
nor does any of it render Him incapable. 

 
He protects the sky from falling on the earth, as He says in Surah Al-Hajj: 
 

	
125 Surah Ta-Ha [20:52] 
126 Surah Al-Infitar [82:10] 
127 Surah Al-Infitar [82:11] 
128 Surah Al-Infitar [82:12] 
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“He withholds the heaven from falling on the earth except by His Leave.” 129 
 
 
His protection encompasses the responsibility He has taken for preserving His 
Mighty Book. 
 
In Surah Al-Hijr, regarding the Qur'an, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Verily We: It is We Who have sent down the Dhikr (i.e. the Qur'an) and surely, We will 
guard it (from corruption).”130 

 
 
The Qur'an is not made longer by the distortion of letters, nor has a substitute been 
exchanged with it; not a letter has been changed. Despite the length of days and 
prolongment of time, the Qur'an has remained as it was revealed upon the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). It will continue to remain preserved by 
the protection of Allah. 
 
Moreover, Allah, Al-Haafidh is the One Who protects His creation from all they 
dislike. His protection is of two kinds, general and special. 
 
 
GENERAL PROTECTION:  

Allah protects His creation by facilitating food, drink and air. In addition, He 
guides them to what is beneficial for them and to that which He has ordained 
for them in terms of their needs. This protection includes both the good-doer 
and evil-doer as well as the animals and those besides them. 

 
Moreover, Allah has entrusted angels to protect the children of Adam by His 
command. In Surah Ar-Ra’d, Allah says: 
 

	
129 Surah Al-Hajj [22:65] 
130 Surah Al-Hijr [15:9] 

{	



C H A P T E R  2 4   P A G E  8 8  

 
 

“For each (person), there are angels in succession, before and behind him. They guard him by 
the Command of Allah.”131 

 
 
SPECIAL PROTECTION: 

This protection is particularly for the believers. In addition to the previously 
mentioned protection, Allah protects their faith from deviating doubts, 
harrowing trials and destructive temptations. He grants them well-being from 
all that. He protects them from their enemies from amongst the Jinn and 
mankind by supporting them against them and by repelling the plots and 
plans of their enemies. In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says: 

 

 
 

“Truly, Allah defends those who believe.”132 
 
 
Allah’s defense of the slave is in accordance to the level and state of his belief. For 
this reason, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) instructed Ibn 
'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them): 
 

كَظَْفحَْی اللهَ ظَِفحْا  
 

“Be mindful of Allah (guard His commands) and He will protect you.”133 
 
 

This means to guard the commandments of Allah by acting upon 
them, His prohibitions by abstaining from them and the limits He 
has set by not transgressing them. If one does this, Allah will 
protect them and their religion, wealth, children and all that He 
has granted them of His bounty.  

	
131 Surah Ar-Ra’d [13:11] 
132 Surah Al-Hajj [22:38] 
133 At-Tirmidhi no. 2516  

{	

{	 {	
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Allah praises His slaves who preserve His rights and limits. This entails preservation 
of ones Tawheed (attributing Oneness to Allah) from its nullifiers and diminishers 
and preservation of the symbols of Islam (especially the prayer). It also includes 
protection of one’s hearing, sight, heart, and private parts and everything else Allah 
has commanded His slaves to protect. He made the reward for doing so, His 
protection and defense of them and His guarding them against every harmful matter 
and calamity. Allah says in Surah At-Tawbah: 
 

 
 

“and who observe the limits set by Allah (do all that Allah has ordained and abstain from all 
kinds of sins and evil deeds which Allah has forbidden). And give glad tidings to the 

believers.”134 
 
 
And there is no protector for the slave, either in his religion or his worldly affairs, 
except Allah. Allah says in Surah Yusuf: 
 

 
 

“But Allah is the Best to guard, and He is the Most Merciful of those who show mercy.”135 
 

	
134 Surah At-Tawbah [9:112] 
135 Surah Yusuf [12:64] 
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AL-WALIY ( يلولا ): The Guardian 

AL-MAWLA ( ىلوملا ): The Supporter 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E S E  T W O  N A M E S  have been mentioned in many places 
in the Qur'an. Allah says in Surah Al-Hajj: 
 

 
 

“and hold fast to Allah [i.e. have confidence in Allah and depend upon Him in all your 
affairs] He is your Mawla (Patron, Lord, etc.), what an Excellent Mawla (Patron, Lord, etc.) 

and what an Excellent Helper!”136 
 
 

	
136 Surah Al-Hajj [22:78] 
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THE GUARDIANSHIP OF ALLAH AND HIS ALLEGIANCE 

WITH HIS SLAVES IS OF TWO TYPES: 
 

GENERAL ALLEGIANCE:  

This is Allah’s guarding and managing of affairs for all His creation and His 
decree upon His slaves of what He wants of good and evil, benefit and harm. 
It is the affirmation of the meanings of Al-Mulk (Kingship) completely to 
Allah. All His slaves are subject to His commands; there is no escape for any 
one of them from the authority of His will and the expanse of His ability.  
This is a matter which applies to the believer and the disbeliever, the good-
doer and evil-doer. Allah says in Surah Al-An'am: 

 

 
 

“Then they are returned to Allah, their Mawla [True Master (God), the Just Lord]. Surely, 
His is the Judgement and He is the Swiftest in taking account.”137 

 
 
The meaning that Allah is the Waliy of the disbelievers is that He is their Owner 
Who manages their affairs as He wills, and this does not contradict the statement of 
Allah in Surah Muhammad: 

 

 
 

“That is because Allah is the Mawla (Lord, Master, Helper, Protector, etc.) of those who 
believe, and the disbelievers have no Mawla (lord, master, helper, protector, etc.).”138 

 
 
The allegiance which is negated here is the allegiance of love, success, victory, and 
support. This is exclusively for the believer, and the disbelievers have no share in it. 
On the contrary, their share is deprivation and their Waliy is the Shaytan, and their 
Mawla is the Hell-Fire. 
 

	
137 Surah Al-An'am [6:62] 
138 Surah Muhammad [47:11] 

{	
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In Surah An-Nahl, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“By Allah, We indeed sent (Messengers) to the nations before you (O Muhammad), but 
Shaytan (Satan) made their deeds fair-seeming to them. So he (Shaytan) is their Waliy 

(helper) today (i.e. in this world), and theirs will be a painful torment.”139 
 
 
SPECIAL ALLEGIANCE:  

This type of allegiance is mentioned in both the Qur'an and the Sunnah 
[practice of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]. It is a 
great guardianship and a noble allegiance which Allah has singled out for His 
believing slaves who are obedient and have Taqwa (piety/fear). 

 
This special allegiance includes His care and gentleness with His believing slaves, 
and His guiding them to being nurtured upon faith and being kept away from the 
paths of misguidance and loss. Allah says in Surah Al-Baqarah: 
 

 
 

“Allah is the Waliy (Protector or Guardian) of those who believe. He brings them out from 
darkness into light. But as for those who disbelieve, their Auliyaa’ (supporters and helpers) 

are Taghut [false deities and false leaders, etc.]; they bring them out from light into darkness. 
Those are the dwellers of the Fire, and they will abide therein forever.”140 

  
 

	
139 Surah An-Nahl [16:63] 
140 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:257] 

{	
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And it includes forgiveness of the believers’ sins and their being shown mercy. Allah 
mentions what Musa [Moses (peace be upon him)] said in Surah Al-A'raf: 
 

 
 

“You are our Waliy (Protector), so forgive us and have Mercy on us, for You are the Best of 
those who forgive.”141 

 
 
It also includes support and victory against their (the believers) enemies. In Surah 
Al-Baqarah: 
 

 
 

“You are our Mawla (Patron, Supporter and Protector, etc.) and give us victory over the 
disbelieving people.”142 

 
 
And it includes Allah’s favor upon them (the believers) on the Day of Judgement by 
entering them into Paradise and saving them from Hell-Fire. In Surah Al-An'am: 
 

 
 

“For them will be the home of peace (Paradise) with their Lord. And He will be their Waliy 
(Helper and Protector) because of what they used to do.”143 

 
 
Allah has made it clear in the Qur'an how His special believing slaves attained His 
special allegiance. In Surah Yunus: 

 

 
 

	
141 Surah Al-A'raf [7:155] 
142 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:286] 
143 Surah Al-An'am [6:127] 
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“No doubt! Verily, the Auliyaa’ of Allah [i.e. those who believe in the Oneness of Allah and 
fear Allah much (abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which He has forbidden), and 

love Allah much (perform all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained)], no fear shall come 
upon them nor shall they grieve,”144 

 

 
 

“Those who believed (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism), and used to fear Allah 
much (by abstaining from evil deeds and sins and by doing righteous deeds).”145 

 

 
 

“For them are glad tidings in the life of the present world (i.e. a righteous dream seen by the 
person himself or shown to others) and in the Hereafter. No change can there be in the Words 

of Allah. This is indeed the supreme success.”146 
 
 

The special allegiance of Allah cannot be attained except with 
truthful belief and Taqwa (piety/fear) of Allah in both secret and 
open, and striving to draw closer to Allah through performing the 
obligations of Islam and recommended acts in the religion, as 
narrated in the Hadith: 

 

اللهَ َّنإِ ىَداعَ نْمَ لَاَق  ملسو ھیلع " اللهِ لُو الله ىلص  ُسرَ لَاَق لَاَق َ،ةرَیْرَُھ يبَِأ نْعَ

 تُضْرََتفْا اَّممِ َّىَلإِ َّبحََأ ءٍىْشَبِ يدِبْعَ َّىَلإِ بََّرَقَت امَوَ ،بِرْحَلْابُِ ھُتنَْذآ دَْقَف اqیلِوَ يلِ

ُ ھَع مْسَ تُنُْكُ ھُتبَْب حَْأ اَذِإَف ُ،ھَّبحُِأ ىَّتحَ لِفِاوََّنلابِ َّىَلإِ بَُّرَقَتَی يدِبْعَ لُازََی امَوَ ،ھِیَْلعَ

 يشِمَْی يتَِّلاُ ھَلجْرِوَ اھَبِ شُُطبَْی يتَِّلاُ هَدَیوَ ،ھِبِ رُصِبُْی يذَِّلاُ هرَصََبوَ ،ھِبِ عُمَسَْی يذَِّلا

	
144 Surah Yunus [10:62] 
145 Surah Yunus [10:63] 
146 Surah Yunus [10:64] 

{	 {	
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 اَنَأ ءٍىْشَ نْعَ تُدَّْدرََت امَوَ ُ،ھَّنَذیعُِلأ ينَِذاَعَتسْا نِئَِلوَ ُ،ھَّنَیطِعُْلأ ينَِلَأسَ نْإِوَ ،اھَبِ

" ُھَتءَاسَمَُ هرَكَْأ اَنَأوَ تَوْمَلْاُ هرَكَْی ،نِمِؤْمُلْا سِفَْن نْعَ يدُِّدرََتُ ھُلعِاَف   
 

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Allah's Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Allah said: ‘I will declare war 
against him who shows hostility to a pious worshipper of Mine. And the most 
beloved things with which My slave comes nearer to Me is what I have enjoined 
upon him; and My slave keeps on coming closer to Me through performing Nawafil 
(praying or doing extra deeds besides what is obligatory) till I love him; so I become 
his sense of hearing with which he hears, and his sense of sight with which he sees, 
and his hand with which he grips, and his leg with which he walks; and if he asks 
Me, I will give him, and if he asks My protection (Refuge), I will protect him; (i.e. 
give him My Refuge) and I do not hesitate to do anything as I hesitate to take the 
soul of the believer, for he hates death, and I hate to disappoint him.’”147 
 
 
The best of Allah’s allies are His Prophets. And the best among the Prophets are the 
Messengers, and the best among the Messengers are the Messengers of 
determination, and the best among them is our Prophet Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). He is the seal of all Prophets, the leader of the 
Messengers and the master of all the sons of Adam. Allah made him a differentiating 
factor between His allies and enemies. Therefore, whoever claims to love Allah 
cannot be considered an ally of Allah if he does not believe in the Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and what he came with and follow him openly 
and secretly. On the contrary, whoever opposes the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) is one of the enemies of Allah and an ally of the Shaytan. In 
Surah Aal-‘Imran, Allah makes it clear that He loves whoever follows His Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): 

 

 
 

“Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to mankind]: ‘If you (really) 
love Allah then follow me, Allah will love you’”148 

	
147 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6502 
148 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:31] 
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Many people assume they or others are from the allies of Allah, whilst they are not 
in reality. The Jews and the Christians claim they are the allies of Allah and His 
beloved ones, and only they can enter Paradise. The polytheists from the Arabs 
claimed that they were the people of Allah because they lived in Makkah and were 
neighbors to the House of Allah. Allah says regarding them in Surah Al-Anfal: 
 

 
 

“And why should not Allah punish them while they stop (men) from Al-Masjid-al-Haram, 
and they are not its guardians? None can be its guardian except Al-Muttaqun, but most of 

them know not.”149 
 
 
Not everyone who claims to be an ally of Allah and makes a show of it is one of His 
allies. His allies are the believers, the Muttaqeen (pious slaves who fear Allah much), 
those who protect their obligatory acts of worship and stay away from the major 
sins and prohibitions. Whoever claims he is a Waliy whilst he does not fulfil the 
obligatory acts of worship or abstain from the prohibitions, but instead comes with 
what is contrary to that or claims that the obligation to fulfil them has been 
dropped upon him or the like, then this is of the ways of the people of deviation and 
he is, in truth, a Waliy of the Shaytan. For surely, the allies of Allah are those whose 
actions are reformed because of their obedience. Allah says in Surah Al-A'raf: 

 

 
 

“Verily, my Waliy (Protector, Supporter, and Helper, etc.) is Allah Who has revealed the 
Book (the Qur'an), and He protects (supports and helps) the righteous.”150 

 

	
149 Surah Al-Anfal [8:34] 
150 Surah Al-A'raf [7:196] 
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AL-AWWAL, AL-AKHIR  
( رخلأا لولأا ):  

The First and The Last 

ADH-DHAAHIR, AL-BAATIN  
( نطابلا   :( رھاظلا

The One Above Everything  
and The One Near Everything 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E S E  F O U R  N A M E S  have been grouped together in one 
place in the Qur'an, in Surah Al-Hadid: 
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“He is the First (nothing is before Him) and the Last (nothing is after Him), the Most High 
(nothing is above Him) and the Most Near (nothing is nearer than Him). And He is the All-

Knower of everything.”151 
 
 
The following narration of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
best explains these Beautiful Names and clarifies their meanings: 
 

 امًدِاخَُ ھُلَأسَْت ملسو ھیلع الله ىلصِ يّبَِّنلا ىَلإُِ ةمَطِاَف تْءَاجَ لَاَق َ،ةرَیْرَُھ يبَِأ نْعَ

َنَّبرَ مِیظَِعلْا شِرَْعلْا َّبرَوَِ عبَّْسلا تِاوَمََّسلا َّبرَ َّمھَُّللا يلِوُق لُِّك َّبرَوَ ا  اھََل لَاَقَف "

ُذوُعَأ ىوََّنلاوَ بِّحَلْا قَلِاَف نِآرُْقلْاوَ لِیجِ لُِّك رِّشَ نْمِ كَبِ  نْلإِاوَ ةِارَوَّْتلا لَزِنْمُ ءٍيْشَ

 كََدعَْب سَیَْلَف رُخِلآا تَنَْأوَ ءٌيْشَ كََلبَْق سَیَْلَف لَُّوَلأا تَنَْأ ھِتَِیصِاَنبٌِ ذخِآ تَنَْأ ءٍيْشَ

ّنعَ ضِقْا ءٌيْشَ كََنوُد سَیَْلَف نُ طِاَبلْا تَنَْأوَ ءٌيْشَ كََقوَْف سَیَْلَف رُھِاَّظلا يِ تَنَْأوَ ءٌيْشَ 

" رِقَْفلْا نَمِ ينِنِغَْأ وَ نَیَّْدلا  
 

Fatimah (may Allah be pleased with her) came to the Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) asking him for a servant. So he (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) said to her: “Say: ‘O Allah, Lord of the Seven Heavens and the Lord of 
the Magnificent Throne, our Lord, and the Lord of everything, Revealer of the 
Tawrah, the Injil, and the Qur'an, Splitter of the seed-grain and the date-stone, I 
seek refuge in You from the evil of everything that You are holding by the forelock. 
You are the First, for there is nothing before You, and You are the Last, for there is 
nothing after You. And You are Adh-Dhaahir, for there is nothing above You. And 
You are Al-Baatin, for there is nothing below You. Relieve me from debt and enrich 
me from poverty).”152 
 
 
In this comprehensive supplication, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) clarified the meaning of every Name and negated its opposite meaning. 
 

The meanings of these four Names revolve around Allah’s 
encompassment of His creation with two types of 
encompassment; Time and Place. 

	
151 Surah Al-Hadid [57:3] 
152 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3481  

{	

{	
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Allah is the First and precedes everything in being first and He is the Last and 
remains after everything. Therefore, there is nothing that is first except Allah comes 
before it and there is nothing that is last except Allah comes after it, and this is 
encompassment by time. 
 
He encompasses all that is above and all that is below. There is nothing high and 
apparent except Allah is higher and there is nothing hidden except Allah is closer to 
it, and this is encompassment by place.  
 
Allah is the Most High and there is nothing above Him. He rose over His Noble 
Throne which is the ceiling of all the creation and the highest of all creation, yet He 
is above it. His Highness means that He is above all things. 
 
Allah is Al-Baatin; He encompasses all things by being closer to them than they are 
to themselves. This indicates His perfect watchfulness over what is secret and 
hidden, and over the minutest of affairs and concealed matters. His Highness does 
not veil His Nearness; rather what is hidden is apparent to Him, and what is unseen 
is seen to Him, and what is far is near to Him, and whatever is secret is open to 
Him. 
 
When the Muslim knows these great Names and what they indicate of perfection, 
greatness, and encompassment, it is obligatory for him to deal with each Name with 
what it necessitates of humility and servitude. 
 
When he knows Allah is the First, he will single Him out with humility. He will turn 
to Him Alone and not turn to or rely on anyone besides Him. He will free himself 
from attachment to the means, for Allah’s grace precedes all means. 
 
When he knows Allah is the Last, he will make Him his utmost goal because to Him 
belongs the end. He will not place his trust in the means since he knows the means 
will end, whilst Allah will remain. He will attach himself to the Ever-Living Who 
never dies, the One Who remains and does not perish. 
 
When he knows Allah is above everything, managing his affairs, and that all deeds rise 
to Him, he will direct his heart to Him and be in complete humility and submission 
before Him. Allah says in Surah Al-Hajj: 
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“That is because Allah, He is the Truth (the only True God of all that exists, Who has no 
partners or rivals with Him), and what they (the polytheists) invoke besides Him, it is Batil 

(falsehood) And verily, Allah, He is the Most High, the Most Great.”153 
 
 
The heart of the one who does not believe Allah is above all things is lost and 
scattered and does not have a direction to turn to. 
 
When the person knows that Allah is the Most Near and that He knows all that is 
secret and hidden, he will purify his soul, rectify his hidden inner-state, and fortify 
his heart with faith and Taqwa (piety/fear). 
 
These four Names are collective of the knowledge of Allah and the servitude to Him. 
They also dispel the destructive whispers of Shaytan which he casts into the heart of 
the human in order to destroy him and divert him from faith: 
 

رِدْصَ وَُھ امَ لَاَق ي زُ وُبَأ اَنَثَّدحَ يفُِ هُدجَِأ ءٌىْشَ امَ تُلُْقَف سٍاَّبعَ نَبْا تُلَْأسَ لَاَق ،لٍیْمَ

.  نْمِ اجََن امَ لَاَق كَحِضَوَ لَاَق كٍّشَ نْمِ ءٌىْشََأ يلِ لَاَقَف لَاَق  . ھِبِ مَُّلكََتَأ امَ  اللهِوَ تُلُْق

َأسْاَف كَیَْلإِ اَنلْزَنَْأ اَّممِ كٍّشَ يفِ تَنُْك نِْإَف لِ  } ُالله لَزَنَْأ ىَّتحَ َّزعَ  َّلجَوَ لَاَق  ٌدحََأ كَلَِذ 

}  لُْقَف اًئیْشَ كَسِفَْن يفِ تَدْجَوَ اَذإِ يلِ لَاَقَف لَاَقَ ةَیلآا  كَلِبَْق نْمِ بَاَتكِلْا نَوءُرَقَْی نَیذَِّلا

{  {  وَُھوَ نُطِاَبلْاوَ رُھِاَّظلاوَ رُخِلآاوَ لَُّوَلأا وَُھ مٌیلِعَ ءٍىْشَ لُِّكبِ
 

Abu Zumayl said: “I asked Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them), saying: 
‘What is that I find in my breast?’ He asked: ‘What is it?’ I replied: ‘I swear by Allah, 
I cannot speak about it.’ He asked me: ‘Is it something doubtful?’ and he laughed. He 
then said: ‘No one could escape that, until Allah, the Exalted, revealed: ‘If you are in 
doubt as to what We have revealed unto you, and ask those who have been reading 
the Book from before you.’” He said: “If you find something in your heart, say: ‘He is 

	
153 Surah Al-Hajj [22:62] 
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the First and the Last, the Evident and the Immanent (inherent), and He has full 
knowledge of all things.’”154 

	
154 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 5110, and Al-Albani authenticated it Hasan 
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AL-HAKEEM  ( میكحلا ): The Most Wise 

AL-HAKAM ( مكحلا ): The Judge 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - H A K E E M  has 
been mentioned approximately one hundred times in the Qur'an. 
 
 
THIS GREAT NAME AFFIRMS PERFECT JUDGEMENT AND 

WISDOM TO ALLAH: 
 

NO. 01 Regarding perfect judgement, this Name affirms that judgement 
belongs to Allah Alone and that He judges among His slaves as He wills. 
He executes what He wills; no one can repel His decision, and no one 
can put back His decrees. In Surah At-Teen, Allah says: 
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“Is not Allah the Best of judges?”155 
 
 
There is none who reviews the judgements of Allah, unlike people who review one 
another in their judgements. Allah says in Surah Ar-Ra’d: 
 

 
 

“And Allah judges, there is none to put back His Judgement and He is Swift at reckoning.”156 
 
 
His judgement for His creation is executed with none being able to reject it. 
 
Affirming judgement to Allah entails the affirmation of all His Names and 
Attributes because no one can be a judge except if he hears, sees, knows, is well-
acquainted, speaks, manages affairs, and so forth. 
 
Attributing judgement to other than Allah is rejected because only Allah is perfect 
in attributes, to Whom the command belongs and in Whose Hands is the managing 
of affairs. In Surah Ash-Shura, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And in whatsoever you differ, the decision thereof is with Allah (He is the ruling Judge).”157 
 
 
Thus, the One to Whom these attributes belong is the One worthy of legislating and 
making matters lawful and unlawful, just as He Alone deserves to be singled out 
with humility and submission. Allah says in Surah Yusuf: 
 

 

	
155 Surah At-Teen [95:8] 
156 Surah Ar-Ra’d [13:41] 
157 Surah Ash-Shura [42:10] 
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“The command (or judgement) is for none but Allah. He has commanded that you worship 
none but Him (i.e. His Monotheism); that is the (true) straight religion, but most men know 

not.”158 
 
 
NO. 02 Regarding Allah’s perfect wisdom, it is affirmed to Him in His creation, 

commands and legislation. He places matters in their correct places and 
sends them down in their correct positions. 

 
As for wisdom in creation; He created the creation in truth, comprised of truth, 
with its end and purpose being all in truth. He brought them into existence in the 
best system, organized everything with perfection, and gave each creature the form 
which is suitable for it. If the minds of all creation gathered to develop the like of 
what exists, they would not be able to do it. 
 
In Surah An-Naml, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“The Work of Allah, Who perfected all things”159 
 
 
As for wisdom in His commandments and rulings, He is the One Who legislated the 
laws. He sent down the Books and sent Messengers in order for His slaves to know 
and worship Him. He did not create them carelessly, nor did He bring them into 
existence in vain. On the contrary, He created them for the most complete and 
noble purpose.  
 
 
 
 

	
158 Surah Yusuf [12:40] 
159 Surah An-Naml [27:88] 
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Knowing Allah and worshipping Him Alone without any partners 
is the purpose of creation and unrestrictedly the greatest blessing 
of Allah upon His slaves. It is the most perfect happiness, success 
and delight of the hearts and souls, and it is the sole means of 
attaining eternal happiness and everlasting success.   

 
In addition to this, Allah’s laws are comprised of all goodness. His news fills the 
heart with knowledge and correct belief by which it is made upright and away from 
deviation. All His commandments are beneficial and bring forth beautiful manners, 
noble qualities, righteous deeds, purified obedience and perfect guidance. All His 
prohibitions are in harmony with the correct mind and sound natural disposition. 
He does not prohibit anything except what is harmful for people in their minds, 
manners, chastity, bodies, and wealth.  
 
From Allah’s judgement and wisdom is that He recompenses the good-doer with 
goodness and the evil-doer with evil. In Surah Ar-Rahman, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Is there any reward for good other than good?”160 
 
 
In Surah Ar-Rum, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Then evil was the end of those who did evil”161 
 

	
160 Surah Ar-Rahman [55:60] 
161 Surah Ar-Rum [30:10] 

{	 {	
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AL-MU ’MIN ( نمؤملا ):  
The Verifier of the Truth and The Giver of 

Security 
AS-SAADIQ ( قداصلا ): The Truthful 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - M U ’ M I N  is 
mentioned only once in the Qur'an, in Surah Al-Hashr: 
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“He is Allah, Whom there is La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He) 
the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, the Watcher over His 
creatures, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (High is He) above 

all that they associate as partners with Him.”162 
 
 
The meaning of Iman (faith) refers to affirmation and acknowledgement that 
necessitates guidance, affirming the truthfulness of the truthful and establishing 
proofs for it. Allah is Al-Mu'min, Who is as He praised Himself and above what His 
slaves praise Him. Al-Mu'min is the One Who singles Himself out with Oneness by 
His statement in Surah Aal-‘Imran: 
 

 
 

“Allah bears witness that La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He)”163 
 
 
There is no greater and nobler witness than Allah, the Lord of all that exists, for the 
greatest matter that is witnessed; that which is the Tawheed (Oneness) of Allah and 
making the religion exclusive for Him. 
 
 
Also, from this meaning is what is narrated in the following Hadith: 
 

WHEN THE SLAVE SAYS 
( دبعلا لَاق اذإ  ) :  

ALLAH SAYS 
( َّلجو َّزع  ُالله لُوقی

 ) :  

رَُبكَْأ  ُاللهوَ  ُالله َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لا  
 

La ilaha illallahu wa Allahu Akbar 
 

“None has the right to be worshipped 
but Allah and Allah is the Most Great” 

رَُبكَْأ اَنَأوَ اَنَأ َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لا يدِبْعَ قََدصَ   
 

“My slave has spoken the truth; there is 
none worthy of worship except Me, and 
I am the Most Great.” 

	
162 Surah Al-Hashr [59:23] 
163 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:18] 
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ُهَدحْوَ  ُالله َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لا  
 

La ilaha Illallah wahdahu 
 

“There is none worthy of worship 
except Allah Alone” 

يدِحْ وَ اَنَأ َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لا يدِبْعَ قََدصَ  
 

“My slave has spoken the truth; there is 
none worthy of worship except Me, 
Alone.” 

ُھَل كَیرِشََ لا  ُالله َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لا  
 

La ilaha illallahu la sharika lahu 
 

“There is none worthy of worship 
except Allah with no partner or 
associate.” 

يلِ كَیرِشََ لاوَ اَنَأ َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لا يدِبْعَ قََدصَ  
 

“My slave has spoken the truth; there is 
none worthy of worship except Me, 
with no partner or associate.” 

ُدمْحَلْاُ ھَلوَ كُلْمُلْاُ ھَلُ الله َّلاإَِ ھَلإِ  َلا  
 

La illah illallah, lahul mulku wa lahul 
hamdu 
 

“There is none worthy of worship 
except Allah, all dominion is His and all 
praise is to Him.” 

يَلِوَ كُلْمُلْا يَلِ اَنَأ َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لا يدِبْعَ قََدصَ 

ُدمْحَلْا  
 

“My slave has spoken the truth; there is 
none of worthy of worship except Me, 
all dominion is Mine and all praise is 
due to Me.” 

4ِابِ َّلاإَِ ةَّوُقَ لاوَ لَوْحََ لاوَُ الله َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لا  
 

La illaha illallah, la hawla wa la quwwata 
illa billah 
 

“There is none worthy of worship and 
there is no power and no strength 
except with Allah.” 

َ لاوَ لَوْحََ لاوَ اَنَأ َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لا يدِبْعَ قََدصَ

يبِ َّلاإَِ ةَّوُق  
 

“My slave has spoken the truth; there is 
none worthy of worship except Me, and 
there is no power and no strength 
except with Me.” 
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رُاَّنلاُ ھَّسمََت مَْل ھِتِوْمََ دنْعِ َّنھَُقزِرُ نْمَ  
 

Whoever is blessed with (the ability to say) them (these words) at the time of death, 
the Fire will not touch him.164 
 
 
This is a great testimony from Allah Himself for His Oneness. 
 
Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “And of His Names is the 
Name Al-Mu’min, which in one of the two explanations means Al-Musadiq ( قّدصملا ): 
He is the One Who confirms the truth of His Messengers and Prophets in what they 
convey from Him, and testifies they are truthful with evidences which prove their 
truthfulness.”165 
 
Allah informed (and all that He informs us and says is the truth) that His slaves will 
surely see signs in the universe and in themselves which prove to them that the 
revelation that the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) conveyed 
is the truth. Allah says in Surah Fussilat: 

 

 
 

“We will show them Our Signs in the universe and in their ownselves, until it becomes 
manifest to them that this (the Qur'an) is the truth.”166 

 
 
Al-Mu’min is the One Who grants security to the one in fear. In Surah An-Nur, 
Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And He will surely give them in exchange, a safe security after their fear”167 

	
164 Sahih Ibn Majah, no. 3076, and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih  
165 (485/3) (Madaarij As-Salikeen) نیكلاسلا جرادم  
166 Surah Fussilat [41:53] 
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Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them) said: “Al-Mu’min is the One Who kept 
His creation safe from being unjust to them.”168 
 

From the impacts of the Name Al-Mu’min is that He fulfils what 
He promises His slaves of victory and establishment on earth. 
Allah says in Surah Al-Anbiya’: 

 

 
 

“Then We fulfilled to them, the promise and We saved them and those whom We willed”169 
 
 
In Surah An-Nur, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Allah has promised those among you who believe and do righteous good deeds, that He will 
certainly grant them succession (to the present rulers) in the earth, as He granted it to those 
before them, and that He will grant them the authority to practice their religion, that which 
He has chosen for them (i.e. Islam). And He will surely give them in exchange, a safe security 

after their fear (provided) they (believers) worship Me and do not associate anything (in 

	
167 Surah An-Nur [24:55] 
168 Tafseer Ibn Kathir 105/8  
169 Surah Al-Anbiya’ [21:9] 

{	

{	
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worship) with Me. But whoever disbelieved after this, they are the Fasiqun (rebellious, 
disobedient to Allah).”170 

 
 
From the impacts of this Name is that He gives security to His believing slaves from 
His torment and punishment and admits them into the Gardens of Delight as He 
has promised them. In Surah Al-An'am, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“It is those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah and worship none but Him Alone) and 
confuse not their belief with Thulm (wrong, i.e. by worshipping others besides Allah), for 

them (only) there is security and they are the guided.”171 
 
 
The Name of Allah, As-Saadiq is mentioned once in the Qur'an in Surah Al-An'am: 
 

 
 

“And unto those who are Jews, We forbade every (animal) with undivided hoof, and We 
forbade them the fat of the ox and the sheep except what adheres to their backs or their 

entrails, or is mixed up with a bone. Thus, We recompensed them for their rebellion 
[committing crimes like murdering the Prophets, eating of Riba (usury), etc.]. And verily, We 

are Truthful.”172 

	
170 Surah An-Nur [24:55] 
171 Surah Al-An'am [6:82] 
172 Surah Al-An'am [6:146] 
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This means truthfulness in His promises, warnings and everything He informs us. 
Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “There is no 
doubt Allah promised to reward the obedient and respond to those who ask Him; 
He is As-Saadiq, the One Who never breaks His promises. Allah says in Surah An-
Nisaa’: 
 

 
 

“Allah's Promise is the Truth, and whose words can be truer than those of Allah?”173 
[End quote]174 

 
 
From the impacts of belief in this Name is that the good-doer will not fear injustice, 
deprivation, decrease or being burdened, nor will a deed the weight of an atom be 
lost because Allah promised, and He is As-Saadiq. He will pay all the workers their 
wages in full. Even if it is the weight of an atom, Allah will recompense them for it 
and He will not squander it. On the contrary, He will multiply it for whomever He 
wills and give them a great reward from Himself. As for the sinner, Allah will 
recompense him with a bad deed of its like or expiate it for him through repentance, 
regret, sorrow, good deeds or calamities. 
 

	
173 Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:122] 
174 (218/1) (Majmoo al-Fatawa) ى واتفلا عومجم  
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AL-GHANIY ( ينغلا ): The Most Rich 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - G H A N I Y  is 
mentioned eighteen times in the Qur'an. In Surah Fatir, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“O mankind! it is you who stand in need of Allah, but Allah is Rich (Free of all wants and 
needs), Worthy of all praise.”175 

 
 
Allah is Rich in His Essence. To Him belongs unrestricted perfect richness in all 
aspects because of His perfection and the perfection of His Attributes, to which no 
deficiency touches in any respect. It is not possible for Him to be less than Rich, as 
richness is an essential part of His Essence. He is free of need from all of creation. It 
is not possible except for all of them to be poor and to need Him in every way. They 

	
175 Surah Fatir [35:15] 
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are not free of need of His goodness, generosity, managing of affairs and His general 
and special nurturing for even a blink of an eye. Everything in the heavens and earth 
are slaves to Him, subdued under His power and authority, and subjected to His 
will. If He were to destroy them all, it would not reduce from His might, ability, 
dominion, lordship or divinity, even the weight of an atom. 
 
From the perfection of His richness is that He neither benefits from the obedience 
of the obedient, nor is He harmed by the disobedience of the disobedient. If all the 
inhabitants of the earth were to believe, it would not increase anything to His 
dominion, and if all of them were to disbelieve, it would not diminish anything from 
His dominion. In Surah An-Naml, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And whoever is grateful, truly, his gratitude is for (the good of) his ownself, and whoever is 
ungrateful, (he is ungrateful only for the loss of his ownself). Certainly! My Lord is Rich 

(Free of all wants), Bountiful.”176 
 
 
From the perfection of His richness is that the spending and the generosity of His 
slaves in His way and for His pleasure does not benefit Him at all. Similarly, the 
covetousness and the miserliness of His slaves does not harm Him at all. In Surah 
Muhammad, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And whoever is niggardly, it is only at the expense of his ownself. But Allah is Rich (Free of 
all wants), and you (mankind) are poor. And if you turn away (from Islam and the 

obedience of Allah), He will exchange you for some other people, and they will not be your 
likes.”177 

	
176 Surah An-Naml [27:40] 
177 Surah Muhammad [47:38] 
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From His perfect richness is that He is free from all shortcomings and faults. 
Whoever attributes any sort of imperfection to Allah has negated His Attribute of 
richness. In Surah Yunus, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“They (Jews, Christians and pagans) say: ‘Allah has begotten a son (children).’ Glory be to 
Him! He is Rich (Free of all wants). His is all that is in the heavens and all that is in the 

earth.”178 
 
 
From the perfection of His richness is that He is free from having partners or rivals. 
How can something made of dust be equal to the Lord of the lords? How can one 
who is poor, weak, incapable and needy, be equal to the One Who is rich and able, 
Whose richness, ability, dominion, generosity, goodness, knowledge and mercy are 
an essential part of His Being? How can the slaves be equal to the Owner of the 
necks, to Whom the grasp of all the necks of the slaves are under and subjected to 
His disposal? In Surah Al-Maa’idah, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Surely, in disbelief are they who say that Allah is the Messiah, son of Maryam (Mary). Say 
[O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: ‘Who then has the least power 

	
178 Surah Yunus [10:68] 
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against Allah, if He were to destroy the Messiah, son of Maryam (Mary), his mother, and all 
those who are on the earth together?’ And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and 

the earth, and all that is between them. He creates what He wills. And Allah is Able to do all 
things.”179 

 
 
From His perfect richness is that all the treasures of the heavens and the earth are in 
His Hands, and His generosity upon His creation reaches them day and night. His 
Hands give abundantly at all times. 
 
From His perfect richness is that His slaves ask Him at all times and He promises to 
respond to them no matter how great their request may be. He commands them to 
worship Him and promises them its acceptance and reward. He is vast in favors, 
great in giving, and has granted them all they ask, wish for and want. 
 
From the perfection of His richness is that if all the inhabitants of the heavens and 
the earth, the first of them and the last of them, were to gather on one plain and ask 
Him for all they want at the same time, and He were to give them all their requests, 
it would not diminish anything from His richness. 
 
From the perfection of His great richness, which cannot be estimated or described, 
is what He opens for the people of Faith in the Gardens of Delight; i.e the kinds of 
enjoyment, pleasures and best of favors which no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and 
which has never crossed the hearts of men. 
 

Whoever knows his Lord with this great Attribute will know 
himself. Whoever knows his Lord has absolute richness, knows he 
has absolute poverty. Whoever knows his Lord has complete 
ability, knows he has complete incapability. Whoever knows his 
Lord has perfect might, knows he is completely in need. Whoever 
knows his Lord has perfect knowledge and wisdom, knows 
himself to be ignorant. The slave’s awareness that he is poor to 
Allah is the impact of knowing these matters, which is a symbol 
of happiness and success for the slave in this world and the next. 

 

	
179 Surah Al-Maa’idah [5:17] 

{	

{	
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AL-KAREEM ( میركلا ): The Generous 

AL-AKRAM ( مركلأا ): The Most Generous 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - K A R E E M  is 
mentioned in three places in the Qur'an. Allah says in Surah Al-Infitar: 
 

 
 

“O man! What has made you careless concerning your Lord, the Most Generous?”180 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - A K R A M  is 
mentioned once in the Qur'an, in Surah Al-'Alaq: 
 

	
180 Surah Al-Infitar [82:6] 
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“Read! And your Lord is the Most Generous,”181 
 
 
Al-Kareem is the One Who is plentiful in goodness and great in benefits and He is 
better and more virtuous than everything. 
 
Allah described His Speech (the Qur'an) as Kareem in Surah Al-Waqi’ah: 
 

 
 

“That (this) is indeed an honorable recital (the Noble Qur'an).”182 
 
MEANING: 

Plenty in goodness and abundant in knowledge 
 
 
 
He described His Throne with it, as He says in Surah Al-Mu’minoon: 

 

 
 

“So Exalted be Allah, the True King, La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped 
but He), the Lord of the Supreme Throne!”183 

 
MEANING: 

Beautiful in appearance 
 
 

	
181 Surah Al-'Alaq [96:3] 
182 Surah Al-Waqi‘ah [56:77] 
183 Surah Al-Mu’minoon [23:116] 

{	

{	
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Allah described His great reward and everlasting delights which He has prepared for 
His believing slaves as Kareem. In Surah An-Nisaa’, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“If you avoid the great sins which you are forbidden to do, We shall remit from you, your 
(small) sins and admit you to a Noble Entrance (i.e. Paradise).”184 

 
 

The Kareem entrance is an entrance that is pure and good, and 
sound from all defects, worries, sadness and difficulties. 

 
 
He also described the abundant goodness and beautiful appearance of the plants as 
“Kareem”. In Surah Ash-Shu’araa, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Do they not observe the earth, how much of every good kind We cause to grow therein?”185 
   
 
The word “Karam” is a word which is comprehensive of everything that is good and 
praiseworthy and does not merely carry the meaning of ‘giving’. Rather, ‘giving’ is 
from the completion of its meaning, and it is for this reason that there are many 
statements by scholars regarding the meaning of this Name. It is said: 
 
NO. 01 Al-Kareem is the One plentiful in goodness and giving. For Who has more 

goodness than Allah? Whose ability comprehends everything and 
Whose giving is vast? Rather, all good is in His hands. 

 
NO. 02 He is the One constant in goodness. This is true for Allah Alone because 

everything will be cut off except Allah and His goodness. He is constant 
and continuous in this world and the next. 

	
184 Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:31] 
185 Surah Ash- Shu’araa [26:7] 

{	

{	
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NO. 03 He is the One Who has great estimate and rank. No one can estimate His 
estimation, nor can His slaves grasp the true nature of His perfect 
Attributes. 

 
NO. 04 He is the One Who is above all defects and shortcomings. He is the only 

One Who is truly Al-Quddoos and As-Salaam, whereby no deficiency 
touches His Attributes. He is free from all deficiencies and flaws. 

 
NO. 05 He is the One Who is Generous, The Granter of Blessings, The Giver of 

Favors. In His Hands are the keys to the heavens and earth and the 
treasures of everything. All bounty is in His Hands, He gives it to 
whomever He wills, and He is the Owner of great bounty. 

 
In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And whomsoever Allah disgraces, none can Honor him. Verily! Allah does what He wills.”186 
 
 
NO. 06 Al-Kareem is the One Who gives without seeking compensation. This is 

not true for anyone except Allah Alone because all the creation, the 
dominion and the bestowal is His. His slaves cannot benefit Him in the 
least because He is Al-Ghaniy, Al-Hameed (The Most Rich, The Most 
Praiseworthy). 

 
NO. 07 He is the One Who gives and He Alone is the Grantor of Blessings without 

being asked. He began the creation with blessings and enlarged His 
bestowal upon them (creation) as a favor and generosity from Him. 

 
NO. 08 He is the One Who gives those who need and those who do not need. He 

Alone gives the one in need what he needs and increases it as a bestowal 
and a favor from Him. 

 
NO. 09 He is the One Who fulfills His promise. Everyone who promises may fulfil 

the promise or break it with an excuse; a matter may also come between 

	
186 Surah Al-Hajj [22:18] 
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him and fulfilling the promise. However, the Maker is true to His 
promise because of His all-comprehending ability and great dominion. 
There is no preventer to what He gives, and no giver to what He 
prevents. 

 
NO. 10 He is the One to Whom all needs, big and small, ascend. In Surah Ar-

Rahman: 
 

 
 

“Whosoever is in the heavens and on earth begs of Him (its needs from Him). Every day He 
has a matter to bring forth (such as giving honor to some, disgrace to some, life to some, 

death to some, etc.)!”187 
 
 
NO. 11 He is the One Who does not forsake those who turn to Him. In Surah Al-

Kahf, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Verily! As for those who believe and do righteous deeds, certainly! We shall not suffer to be 
lost the reward of anyone who does his (righteous) deeds in the most perfect manner.”188 

 
 
NO. 12 Al-Kareem is the One Who overlooks the sins and forgives them. From His 

generosity is that there is no sin too great which He cannot forgive. 
From His generosity, He bestows and favors the repentant with 
repentance and from His generosity, He grants them its acceptance, no 
matter how great the sin and how big the crime. He changes the sins of 
the repentant to good deeds and He becomes happy with the 
repentance of the repentant and the return of those who return to Him. 
From His generosity, He is shy to return His hands with nothing when a 
slave raises his hands asking Him with humility. 

	
187 Surah Ar-Rahman [55:29] 
188 Surah Al-Kahf [18:30] 
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The greatest means to attain this is by having Taqwa (piety/fear) of Him in both 
secret and open. For the most honorable with Allah are His slaves who have the 
most Taqwa (piety/fear). In Surah Al-Hujurat, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that (believer) who has At-Taqwa”189 
 
 
May Allah make us from the Muttaqeen (pious slaves who fear Allah much) and His 
Auliyaa’, verily He is All-Hearing, All-Responding. 
 

	
189 Surah Al-Hujurat [49:13] 



C H A P T E R  3 1   P A G E  1 2 3  

 
 
 
 
 

C H A P T E R 
 

3 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AS-SALAAM ( ملاسلا ):  
The Bestower of Peace, The Pure 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A S - S A L A A M  is 
mentioned only once in the Qur'an, in Surah Al-Hashr: 
 

 

 
 

“He is Allah, Whom there is La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He) 
the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, the Watcher over His 
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creatures, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (High is He) above 
all that they associate as partners with Him.”190 

 
 
Allah, As-Salaam is the One Who is sound of all faults and imperfections due to the 
perfection in His Being, Attributes, and Actions. He is Salaam in His Being from 
every flaw and deficiency imaginable.  He is Salaam in His Attributes from every 
fault and shortcoming, and He is Salaam in His Actions from every flaw, deficiency, 
evil and injustice and from any action occurring without wisdom. He is Salaam from 
having a wife and a child, and He is Salaam from having a rival, an equal, and/or a 
partner. 
 
This Name comprises all the Attributes of Allah, as they are sound from any fault 
and/or deficiency. In explanation and acknowledgment of this, Ibn Al-Qayyim (may 
Allah have mercy on him) said: “If you look at each individual Attribute of His 
perfection, you will find that every Attribute is Salaam from what contradicts its 
perfection. 
 
NO. 01 His Life is Salaam from death, drowsiness, and sleep. 
 
NO. 02 Similarly, His Qayoomiyah (Sustaining) and Ability is Salaam from 

tiredness and fatigue. 
 
NO. 03 His Knowledge is Salaam from anything escaping it, from forgetfulness, 

and from being reminded or having to think. 
 
NO. 04 His Will is Salaam from being independent of wisdom and benefit. 
 
NO. 05 His Words are Salaam from lies and injustice. On the contrary, His 

words are complete in truth and justice. 
 
NO. 06 His Richness is Salaam from need of other than Him. Rather, everything 

besides Him is in need of Him, whilst He is free of need. 
 
NO. 07 Allah’s Kingdom is Salaam from having an opponent in it, a rival, a 

helper or supporter, or an intercessor with Him without His 
permission. 

	
190 Surah Al-Hashr [59:23] 
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NO. 08 His Divinity is Salaam from having to share it with someone. Rather, He 

is Allah, the only One deserving to be worshipped. 
 
NO. 09 His Forbearance, Pardoning and Forgiveness are Salaam from being done 

out of need or humility, or expecting to receive something back, as is 
the case with other than Him. On the contrary, it is done purely out of 
His generosity, goodness, and benevolence. 

 
NO. 10 Similarly, His Punishment, Retribution, and the severity of His seizing 

and quickness of punishment are Salaam from oppression, gratification, 
strictness and harshness. On the contrary, these accountings are 
executed purely out of His wisdom and justice and putting matters in 
the correct places. He deserves to be praised for them just as He 
deserves to be praised for His benevolence, reward, and blessings. If He 
had placed reward in the position of punishment, that would be 
contrary to His wisdom and might. Therefore, putting punishment in 
its place is out of His praise, wisdom and power. He is Salaam from 
what His enemies and the ignorant have falsely imagined of Him. 

 
NO. 11 His Decrees and Estimation are Salaam from play, oppression, and the 

thought that its occurrence is contradictory to perfect wisdom. 
 
NO. 12 His Laws and Religion are Salaam from contradiction, inconsistency and 

disarray. They are Salaam from opposing the interests of His slaves and 
being merciful and good to them, and they are Salaam from opposing 
His wisdom. Rather, His legislation is entirely wise, merciful, beneficial 
and just. 

 
NO. 13 Likewise, Allah’s Giving is Salaam from being given as a compensation 

or out of need of the one given to; on the contrary, His Giving is pure 
benevolence. His Preventing is Salaam from stinginess and fear of 
poverty and is pure in justice and wisdom; not mixed with stinginess or 
incapability. 

 
NO. 14 His Rising and Highness above His Throne in a manner that suits His 

Majesty is Salaam from needing it. Rather, the Throne and its bearers 
are in need of Him. He is Rich irrespective of the Throne and its 
bearers and everything besides Him. Thus, His rising and highness are 
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not blemished with confinement nor in need of the Throne or anything 
besides it; they are not encompassed by anything (Glorified and Exalted 
be He). 

 
NO. 15 His Descending every night to the sky of this world in a manner that suits 

His Majesty is Salaam from what contradicts His highness, richness and 
perfection; Salaam from all those who misinterpret and make 
resemblances; Salaam from Him being underneath anything or 
constricted to anything. Exalted be our Lord from everything that 
contradicts His perfection and richness. 

 
NO. 16 His Hearing and Sight are Salaam from all those who make resemblances 

to Him and all those who misinterpret. 
 
NO. 17 His Allegiance is Salaam from lacking humility, as is the case with the 

creation when they make allegiances to one another. On the contrary, it 
is an allegiance of mercy, goodness, and benevolence, as Allah says in 
Surah Al-Isra’: 

 

 
 

“And say: ‘All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has not begotten a son (nor an 
offspring), and Who has no partner in (His) Dominion, nor He is low to have a Waliy 

(helper, protector or supporter). And magnify Him with all the magnificence, [Allahu Akbar 
(Allah is the Most Great)].’”191 

 
 
NO. 18 Similarly, His Love of His allies and those whom He loves is Salaam from 

(different than) the love of creation for other creation, such as love with 
need, flattery, or benefit by nearness. It is Salaam from what those who 
misinterpret it think. 

 
NO. 19 Likewise, what He has attributed to Himself of Hands and Face is Salaam 

from what the resemblers imagine and what the misinterpreters say. 
	

191 Surah Al-Isra’ [17:111] 
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Then he (Ibn Al-Qayyim) concluded this entire account by saying: Contemplate 
how the Name As-Salaam is comprised of everything which is negated from Him, 
Exalted is He. How many have memorized this Name and do not know what it 
comprises of these secrets and meanings?”192 
 
Allah, As-Salaam is the Owner of Salaam, the One Who sends Salaam upon His 
slaves. He sends peace upon His Messengers and Prophets (may the peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon them) because of their faith, perfect worship, and their 
conveying of the Message eloquently and clearly. Allah says in Surah An-Naml: 
 

 
 

“Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: ‘Praise and thanks be to 
Allah, and peace be on His slaves whom He has chosen (for His Message)! Is Allah better, or 

(all) that you ascribe as partners (to Him)?’ (Of course, Allah is Better).”193 
 
 
In Surah As-Saffaat, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Salamun (peace) be upon Nuh (Noah) (from Us) among the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all 
that exists)!”194 

 
 
In Surah As-Saffaat, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Salamun (peace) be upon Ibrahim (Abraham)!”195 
 

	
192 (137_135/2) (Badaa’ Al-Fawaid) دئاوفلا عئادب  
193 Surah An-Naml [27:59] 
194 Surah As-Saffaat [37:79] 
195 Surah As-Saffaat [37:109] 
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In Surah As-Saffaat, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Salamun (peace) be upon Ilyasin (Elias)!”196 
 
 
Also, He is the One Who sends peace upon His servants and allies in Paradise. In 
Surah Ya-Seen, Allah says: 

 

 
 

“(It will be said to them): Salamun (peace be on you), a Word from the Lord (Allah), Most 
Merciful.”197 

 
 
Allah made His Paradise the abode of Salaam with peace and security from death, 
sickness, sadness, afflictions, worries, anxiety and grief. In Surah Al-An'am, Allah 
says: 
 

 
 
“For them will be the home of peace (Paradise) with their Lord. And He will be their Waliy 

(Helper and Protector) because of what they used to do.”198 
 
 
He made spreading this Name in this world a means of entrance into the Abode of 
Salaam in the Hereafter: 
 

	
196 Surah As-Saffaat [37:130] 
197 Surah Ya-Seen [36:58] 
198 Surah Al-An'am [6:127] 
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:  ىتح ةنجلا اولخدت لا هدیب يسفن يذلاو ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص الله لوسر لا ق

:  اوشفأ متبباحت هومتلعف اذإ ءيش ىلع مكلدأ لاوأ اوباحت ىتح اونمؤت لاو اونمؤت

مكنیب ملاسلا  
 

The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “By Him in 
Whose Hand my soul is! You will not enter Jannah until you believe, and you shall 
not believe until you love one another. May I inform you of something, if you do, 
you love each other. Promote greetings amongst you (by saying: As-salaamu 'alaikum 
to one another).”199 
 

	
199 Riyadh As-Saliheen; Muslim, Book 1 no. 378 
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AL-QUDDOOS ( سودقلا ): 
The Most Holy, The Blessed 

AS-SUBBOOH ( حوبسلا ): The Holy 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - Q U D D O O S  is 
mentioned twice in the Qur'an: 
 
NO. 01 In Surah Al-Hashr, Allah says: 
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“He is Allah, Whom there is La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He) 
the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, the Watcher over His 
creatures, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (High is He) above 

all that they associate as partners with Him.”200 
 
 
NO. 02 In Surah Al-Jumu'ah, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is on the earth glorifies Allah, the King (of 
everything), the Holy, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.”201 

 
 
The Name As-Subbooh is found in the narration, as mentioned by Muslim in his 
Sahih: 
 

اللهِ لَوُسرَ َّنَأُ ھْتَأَّبَن ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص  ھِعِوُكرُ يفِ لُوُقَی نَاكَ  َ،ةشَئِاعَ َّنَأ

هدِوجُُسوَ  
 

’Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) reported that the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to pronounce while bowing and 
prostrating himself: 
 

ِحوُّرلاوَ ةِكَئِلامَلْا ُّبرَ ،سٌوُّدُق حٌوُّبُس  
 

Subboohun Quddoos, Rabbul-Malaa'ikati war-rooḥ 
 

“Perfect and Holy (He is), Lord of the angels and the Rooḥ (i.e. Jibreel)”202 

	
200 Surah Al-Hashr [59:23] 
201 Surah Al-Jumu'ah [62:1] 
202 Sahih Muslim no. 487 
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In this Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)], 
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) combined both Tasbeeh 
(glorification) and Taqdees (sanctification), as is combined in the statement of the 
Angels in Surah Al-Baqarah: 
 

 
 

“While we glorify You with praises and thanks (Exalted be You above all that they associate 
with You as partners) and sanctify You.”203 

 
 
As-Subbooh and Al-Quddoos are two great Names which are indicative of the 
negation of all imperfections and defects from Allah, and His being free from 
everything that contradicts His perfection and negates His greatness, such as 
drowsiness, sleep, tiredness, having parents or children, and so forth. They also 
denote He is free from resemblance to any of His creation, (Exalted and Sanctified is 
He from that). 
 
In Surah Ash-Shura, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.”204 
 
 
EVERYTHING THAT ALLAH NEGATED FROM HIMSELF IS 

DIVIDED INTO TWO CATEGORIES:  
 

NO. 01 He is free from everything that negates His perfection. To Him belongs 
the highest degree of every perfect Attribute. He is ascribed with 
perfect knowledge and ability, thus free from everything which negates 
it such as forgetfulness and heedlessness, and from an atom’s weight in 
the heavens and earth escaping Him, or anything smaller or greater than 
that. He is free from incapability, tiredness, exhaustion, and fatigue. He 

	
203 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:30] 
204 Surah Ash-Shura [42:11] 
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is ascribed with perfect life and Qayoomiyah (Sustaining); thus, free 
from what opposes it from death, drowsiness, and sleep. He is ascribed 
with complete justice and richness; thus, free from injustice and having 
need for any person. He is ascribed with perfect wisdom and mercy; 
thus, free from what is contrary to that of play, jesting, acting or 
legislating with what negates wisdom and mercy. Similarly, all His 
Attributes are free from what negates and contradicts them.  

 
NO. 02 He is free from resembling any of His creation or having a rival in any 

way. No matter how great and noble the creation may be, and no matter 
how much they reach of greatness and perfection which their creation 
can reach, there is none among them that can come close to or resemble 
the Maker. Rather, all their attributes are annihilated when compared 
to the attributes of their Creator and Maker. Everything their attributes 
entail of meanings, descriptions, and perfection are given to them by 
Allah. He is the One Who created their minds, hearing, sight, outer and 
inner strength. He is the One Who taught and inspired them. He is the 
One Who made them grow inwardly and outwardly and He is the One 
Who perfected them. 

 
Therefore, He is free from what negates His attributes of Majesty, Greatness and 
Perfection, and He is free from having an opponent, rival, or anything similar to 
Him. 
 
It is important to know that glorifying and sanctifying Allah entails freeing Him 
from all evil and flaws, while at the same time affirming all praise and perfection to 
Him. The one who denies His attributes (such as His Hearing, Sight, Face, Hands) is 
not praiseworthy; rather, his denial is of the utmost disgrace. He is not one of those 
who glorify the praises of Allah, rather he is of those who misinterpret, deny, and 
reject. He is of those whose words and misinterpretations Allah freed His Noble Self 
from in Surah As-Saffaat: 
 

 
 

“Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Honor and Power! (He is free) from what they attribute 
unto Him!”205 

 

	
205 Surah As-Saffaat [37:180] 
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“And peace be on the Messengers!”206 
 

 
 

“And all the praise and thanks be to Allah, Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that 
exists).”207 

 
 
Allah sanctified Himself from those who contradicted what the Messengers 
attributed to Him and sent Salaam (peace) upon the Messengers because of the 
Salaamah (soundness) of what they said with regards to Allah.  
 
Sanctification of Allah, freeing Him from imperfection, and magnifying Him should 
be in harmony with what is mentioned in the Qur'an and Sunnah [practice of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] and in light of the 
understanding of the predecessors of this nation. There are those who deviated in 
this matter and fell into different types of falsehood and categories of misguidance. 
Whomever Allah grants safety from adopting this path in sanctifying Him has been 
guided to the Straight Path. 
 
Sanctifying Allah from all imperfections is a great worship which is beloved to the 
Most Merciful and heavy on the scales, as the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) said: 
 

  : ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص الله لوسر :  لاق لاق ھنع الله يضر ةریرھ يبأ نعو

:  ناحبس نمحرلا ىلإ ناتبیبح ،نازیملا يف ناتلیقث ،ناسللا ىلع ناتفیفخ ناتملك "

" میظعلا الله ناحبس ،هدمحبو الله

 

 

The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “There are 
two statements that are light for the tongue to remember, heavy on the Scales and 
are dear to the Merciful: ‘Subhan Allahi wa bihamdihi, Subhan Allahil-Adheem [Glory 

	
206 Surah As-Saffaat [37:181] 
207 Surah As-Saffaat [37:182] 
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be to Allah and His is the praise, (and) Allah, the Greatest is free from 
imperfection].’”208 
 
 
It is also the praise and glorification of all creations, as Allah says in Surah Al-Isra’: 
 

 

 
 

“The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein glorify Him and there is not a thing 
but glorifies His Praise. But you understand not their glorification. Truly, He is Ever 

Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving.”209 
 
 
By it, the creation is provided for. This is mentioned in the Hadith [saying of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] when Nuh (peace be upon him) 
instructed his son before his death: 
 

ّنإِ :  ٌّصاَق يِ ھِنِبْلاِ لَاَقُ ةاَفوَلْاُ ھْترَضَحَ اَّمَل ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص احًوُن اللهِ َّيبَِن  َّنإِ

ُالله َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لابِ كَرُ َّنِإَف ، مُآ نِیَْتَنْثا نِعَ كَاھَنَْأوَ ،نِیَْتَنْثابِ كَرُمُآ َ،ةَّیصِوَلْا كَیَْلعَ

ُالله َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لا تَْعضِوُ يفِ  وَ ةٍَّفكِ يفِ نَعْضِوُ وَْل ،عَبَّْسلا  نَیضِرَ َلأاوَ عَبَّْسلا تِاوَامََّسلا

ً ةمَھَبْمًُ ةَقلْحَ َّنُك عَبَّْسلا نَیضِرََلأاوَ عَبَّْسلا تِاوَامََّسلا َّنَأ وَْلوَ ،َّنھِبِ تْحَجَرََل ةٍَّفكِ

بِوَ  قُزَرُْی اھَبِوَ ،ءٍيْشَ لُِّكُ ةَلاصَ اھََّنِإَف ،هِدِمْحَ اللهِ نَاحَبُْسوَ ، ُالله َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لا َّنھُْت مَصََقَل

رِبْكِلْاوَ كِرْشِّلا نِعَ كَاھَنَْأوَ ،ءٍيْشَ ُّلُك  
 

When the Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) was dying, he told his son: “I will give 
you some instructions. I command you two things and I forbid you two things. I 
command you to say: ‘There is no god but Allah.’ If the seven heavens and the seven 
earths were placed on one side of the Scale and ‘There is no god but Allah’ is placed 
on the other side, then it will outweigh the heavens and the earth. And if the seven 

	
208 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6406 
209 Surah Al-Isra’ [17:44] 



C H A P T E R  3 2   P A G E  1 3 6  

heavens and the seven earths were a dark ring, they would be cut by ‘There is no god 
but Allah.’ And ‘Glory be to Allah and by His praise’ is the prayer of everything and 
by it everything has its provision. And I forbid you to associate others with Allah 
and to be proud.”210 
 
 
May Allah make us of those who free Him from all imperfections and affirm His 
praises. May we be of those who believe in His Names and Attributes, and who 
actualize Tawheed and magnification of Him. He is the All-Hearing, the Ever-
Responding. 

	
210  Al-Adab Al-Mufrad no. 548 and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih 
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AL-HAMEED ( دیمحلا ): 
The Most Praiseworthy 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - H A M E E D  is 
mentioned seventeen times in the Qur’an. Allah says in Surah Al-Baqarah: 
 

 
 

“And know that Allah is Rich (Free of all wants), and Worthy of all praise.”211 
  
 
Al-Hameed is the One to whom all praises belong. He is praiseworthy in His Being, 
Names, and Attributes. To Him belong the best of Names and the most perfect of 
Attributes. The attribute of praise is the vastest of attributes as all of Allah’s Names 
are praiseworthy, all His Attributes are praiseworthy, all His Actions are 

	
211 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:267] 
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praiseworthy, and all His laws are praiseworthy. His justice is praiseworthy, His 
retribution to His enemies is praiseworthy, and His grace and benevolence to His 
believing slaves are praiseworthy. 
 
 
PRAISING ALLAH IS OF TWO TYPES: 
 
NO. 01 To praise Allah for His benevolence upon His slaves is to show gratitude: 

Blessings obligate one to praise the One Who bestowed them, and all 
blessings are from Allah. This type of praise is witnessed upon all of 
creation; the good doer and evil doer, the believer and disbeliever. It is 
witnessed in His plentiful gifts, vast giving and mercy, goodness and 
gentleness, responding to the invocation of those in need, removing the 
distress of those in distress, and initiating the giving of blessings before 
being asked purely out of His favor, generosity, and benevolence. 
 

He guides His believing slaves to the path which leads to Paradise, defends them in 
the best way, protects them from falling into sin, adorns faith in their hearts and 
makes disbelief, transgression, and disobedience hated to them. He opens the doors 
of guidance for them and makes the means which bring them closer to His pleasure 
and away from His wrath known to them. 

 
Thus, to Allah belongs all praise out of gratitude, and to Him belongs all praise for 
His favors. All praise is due to Him for Islam, for faith and for the Qur’an. To Him 
belongs praise for family, wealth, well-being and all the blessings He has bestowed in 
the past, present, secret and open, whether specifically or generally. 
 
NO. 02 To praise Allah for His Names and Attributes: 

Allah praises Himself in His Book for His Lordship over everything that 
exists, and He praises Himself for being singled out in being the only 
One True God, and He praises Himself for His perfect Names and great 
Attributes. He praises Himself for not being described with that which 
does not suit Him, such as taking a son or partner or an associate from 
His creation out of need. In Surah Al-Isra’, Allah says: 
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“And say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has not begotten a son (nor an 
offspring), and Who has no partner in (His) Dominion, nor He is low to have a Waliy 

(helper, protector or supporter). And magnify Him with all the magnificence, [Allahu Akbar 
(Allah is the Most Great)]."”212 

 
 
He praises Himself for His greatness and magnificence. In Surah Al-Jathiyah, Allah 
says: 

 

 
 

“So all the praises and thanks are to Allah, the Lord of the heavens and the Lord of the earth, 
and the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that exists).”213 

 

 
 

“And His (Alone) is the Majesty in the heavens and the earth, and He is the All-Mighty, the 
All-Wise”214 

 
 

He praises Himself in many verses in the Qur’an with various 
types of praise in order to teach us how to praise Him. 

  
 
Praise is mentioned in more than forty places in the Qur’an, with some verses 
comprising general reasons why He deserves to be praised and others mentioning 
specific reasons. 
 
 

	
212 Surah Al-Isra’ [17:111] 
213 Surah Al-Jathiyah [45:36] 
214 Surah Al-Jathiyah [45:37] 

{	

{	
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SOME VERSES THAT INCLUDE GENERAL REASONS FOR 

PRAISE :  

 

NO. 01 In Surah Al-Fatihah, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that 
exists).”215 

 
 
NO. 02 In Surah Al-Qasas, Allah says:  

 

 
 

“And He is Allah, La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He). His is all 
praise in the first (i.e. in this world) and in the last (the Hereafter). And for Him is the 

Decision, and to Him shall you (all) be returned.”216 
 
 
NO. 03 In Surah Saba’, Allah says: 

 

 
 

“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, to Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all 
that is in the earth. His are all the praises and thanks in the Hereafter, and He is the All-

Wise, the All-Aware.”217 
  

	
215 Surah Al-Fatihah [1:2] 
216 Surah Al-Qasas [28:70] 
217 Surah Saba’ [34:1] 
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OF THE VERSES THAT INCLUDE SPECIFIC REASONS FOR 

PRAISE ARE:   

 

NO. 01 Praising Allah for the blessing of entering Paradise, as mentioned in 
Surah Al-A’raf: 

 

 
 

“and they will say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has guided us to this, never 
could we have found guidance, were it not that Allah had guided us”218 

  
 
NO. 02 Praising Allah for granting victory against enemies and protection from 

their evil, as mentioned in Surah Al-Mu’minoon: 
 

 
 

“And when you have embarked on the ship, you and whoever is with you, then say: "All the 
praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has saved us from the people who are Dhalimun (i.e. 
oppressors, wrong-doers, polytheists, those who join others in worship with Allah, etc.).”219 

  
  
NO. 03 Praising Allah for the blessing of Tawheed (attributing Oneness to 

Allah) and worshipping Him alone with sincerity, as mentioned in 
Surah Ghafir: 

  

	
218 Surah Al-A’raf [7:43] 
219 Surah Al-Mu’minoon [23:28] 
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“He is the Ever Living, La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), so 
invoke Him making your worship purely for Him Alone (by worshipping Him Alone, and 

none else, and by doing righteous deeds sincerely for Allah's sake only, and not to show off, 
and not to set up rivals with Him in worship). All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the 

Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that exists).”220 
  
  
NO. 04 Praising Allah for the gift of children, as mentioned in Surah Ibrahim: 
 

 
 

"All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has given me in old age, Isma'il (Ishmael) and 
Ishaque (Isaac). Verily! My Lord is indeed the All-Hearer of invocations.”221 

 
  
NO. 05 Praising Allah for the blessing of revealing the Qur’an without 

crookedness, as mentioned in Surah Al-Kahf: 
 

 
 

“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has sent down to His slave [Muhammad (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him)], the Book (the Qur’an) and has not placed therein any 

crookedness.”222 
 
  

	
220 Surah Ghafir [40:65] 
221 Surah Ibrahim [14:39] 
222 Surah Al-Kahf [18:1] 
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NO. 06 Praising Allah for His perfection and majesty and for freeing Himself 
from faults and defects, as mentioned in Surah Al-Isra':  

 

 
 

“And say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has not begotten a son (nor an 
offspring), and Who has no partner in (His) Dominion, nor He is low to have a Waliy 

(helper, protector or supporter). And magnify Him with all the magnificence, [Allahu Akbar 
(Allah is the Most Great)]."”223 

  
  
Allah opens His Book with praise and opens some of the chapters of the Qur’an with 
praise. He began His creation with praise and ended it with praise. Therefore, to 
Him belongs all praise, the first and the last. To Him belongs outward and inward 
gratitude, and He is Al-Hameed, Al-Majeed (The Praiseworthy, The Majestic). 
 

	
223 Surah Al-Isra’ [17:111] 
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AL-MAJEED ( دیجملا ): The Most Majestic 
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  G R E A T  N A M E  has been mentioned twice in the 
Qur’an: 
 
NO. 01 In Surah Hud, Allah says: 

 

 
 

“They said: "Do you wonder at the Decree of Allah? The Mercy of Allah and His Blessings be 
on you, O the family [of Ibrahim (Abraham)]. Surely, He (Allah) is All-Praiseworthy, All-

Glorious."224 
 

	
224 Surah Hud [11:73] 
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NO. 02 In Surah Al-Burooj, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And He is Oft-Forgiving, Full of Love (towards the pious who are real true believers of 
Islamic Monotheism),”225 

 

 
 

“Owner of the throne, the Glorious”226 
  
 
This is from the Beautiful Names of Allah which are indicative of many Attributes 
and do not possess only one meaning. Al-Majeed refers to the One Who is vast in 
great Attributes and has many noble Attributes. Al-Majeed signifies the greatness of 
His Attributes, their abundance and vastness, and the greatness of His dominion 
and authority. He is greater and more magnificent and majestic than everything, and 
to Him belongs magnification in the hearts of His allies and chosen ones. Their 
hearts are filled with magnifying Him, exalting Him, submitting to Him, and 
surrendering to His greatness. There is no majesty except His majesty, and no 
greatness except His greatness, and no beauty except His beauty. All His Names, 
Attributes, Actions, and Statements are majestic. He is majestic in His Being and 
Attributes. 
 
Ayat Al-Kursi is the greatest verse in the Qur’an in which five of His Beautiful 
Names and over twenty of His Attributes are mentioned. Surah Al-Ikhlas is 
equivalent to a third of the Qur’an because it clarifies the Beautiful Names of Allah 
and His great Attributes. Surah Al-Fatihah is the greatest Surah in the Qur’an and 
half of it is comprised of praising Allah and declaring Him majestic: 
  

عَ نَیَْبوَ ينِیَْبَ ةَلاَّصلا تُمْسََق َّلجَوَ َّزعَُ bَّا لُوُقَی اھَُفصْنِوَ يلِ اھَُفصْنَِف نِیَْفصْنِ يدِبْ

ُ دبَْعلْا لُوُقَی او ءُرَقْا " .  ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص bَِّا لُوُسرَ لَاَق "لََأسَ امَ يدِبَْعلِوَ يدِبَْعلِ

 } ُ دبَْعلْا لُوُقَی .يدِبْ  عَ ينَِدمِحَ َّلجَوَ َّزعَُ bَّا لُوُقَی  { َعلْا بِّرَ bَُِِّ دمْحَلْا نَیمَِلا  }

	
225 Surah Al-Burooj [85:14] 
226 Surah Al-Burooj [85:15] 
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وَْی كِلِامَ مِ  } ُ دبَْعلْا لُوُقَی .يدِبْعَ َّىَلعَ ىَنْثَأ َّلجَوَ َّزعَُ bَّا لُوُقَی   {  مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا

وَُ دُبعَْن كَاَّیإِ كَاَّیإِ  } ُ دبَْعلْا لُوُقَی .يدِبْعَ ي  نَِدَّجمَ َّلجَوَ َّزعَُ bَّا لُوُقَی  { ّدلا   نِیِ

{  اَندِھْا ُ دبَْعلْا لُوُقَی  . لَأسَ امَ يدِبَْعلِوَ يدِبْعَ نَیَْبوَ ينِیَْبُ ةَیلآا هِذِھََف  {  نُیعَِتسَْن

َ لاوَ مْھِیَْلعَ بِوضُغْمَ لْا رِیْغَ مْھِیَْلعَ تَمَْعنَْأ نَیذَِّلا طَارَصِ * مَیقَِتسْمُلْا  طَارَصِّلا

. "لََأسَ امَ يدِبَْعلِوَ يدِبَْعلِ ءَِلاؤُھََف   { ّلاَّضلا  نَیِ

 

 

Allah says: "I have divided prayer between Myself and My slave into two halves, and 
My slave shall have what he has asked for." The Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Recite, for when the slave says: All the praises 
and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of all that exists, Allah says: 'My slave has praised 
Me.' And when he says: The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, Allah says: 'My slave 
has extolled Me.' And when he says: The Only Owner (and the Only Ruling Judge) 
of the Day of Recompense (i.e. the Day of Resurrection), Allah says: 'My slave has 
glorified Me.' And when he says: You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask 
for help (for each and everything), He says: 'This is between Me and My slave, and 
My slave shall have what he has asked for.' And when he says: Guide us to the 
Straight Way, the way of those on whom You have bestowed Your grace, not (the 
way) of those who earned Your anger, nor of those who went astray, He says: 'This is 
for My slave, and My slave shall have what he asked for.'"227   
  
The entire prayer is based on praise and magnification of The All-Praiseworthy, The 
Majestic. When a person rises from Ruku’ (bowing), he says: 
  

ھِیفِ اكًرَاَبمُ اًبّـیِـطَ ارًیثِكَ اًدمْحَُ دمْحَلْا كََل اَنَّـبرَ  
ُدعَْب ءٍيْشَ نْمِ تَْئشِ امَ ءَلْمِوَ امَھَُنیَْب امَوَ ضِرَْلأا ءَلْمِوَ تِاوَمََّسلا ءَلْمِ  

ٌدبْعَ كََل اَنُّلُكوَُ دبَْعلْا لَاَق امَ ُّقحََأ دِجْمَلْاوَ ءِا َنَّثلا لَھَْأ  
ُّدجَلْا كَنْمِّ دِجَلْا اَذ عَُفنَْی لاَوَ تَعَْنمَ امَلِ يَطِعْمُ لاَوَ تَیْطَعَْأ امَلِ عَنِامَ لاَ َّمھَُّللا  

  
• Rabbanaa [wa] lakal-ḥamdu ḥamd-an katheer-an ṭayyib-an mubaarak-an feeh 
• mil’-as-samawaati wa mil’-al-arḍi wa maa baynahumaa wa mil’a maa shi’ta min shay’in 

ba‛d 
• ’ahl-ath-thanaa’i wal-majd, aḥaqqu maa qaalal-‛abd, wa kullunaa laka ‛abd 
• Allahumma laa maani‛a li maa a‛ṭayta wa laa mu‛ṭiya li maa mana‛ta wa laa yanfa‛u 

dhal-jaddi minkal-jadd 
	

227 Sunan An-Nasaa'i, 909 
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• Our Lord, to You belongs all praise, an abundant beautiful blessed praise. 
• [a praise] that fills the heavens and the earth and all that is between them, and all that 

You will. 
• Worthy are You of praise and glory, the truest thing a slave has said (of You) and we are 

all Your slaves. 
• Allah, none can prevent what You have willed to bestow and none can bestow what You 

have willed to prevent, and no wealth or majesty can benefit anyone, as from You is all 
wealth and majesty.228 

 
 
When a person sits for the final Tashahhud, he praises Allah and declares Him 
majestic, and ends it by saying: 
 

دیجم دیمح كنإ  
 

Verily You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Majestic. 
 
 
Therefore, the prayer starts and ends with declaring the praise and majesty of Allah, 
and throughout the prayer the praise and majesty of Allah is declared. 
 
Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “The best of what is coupled is 
the Name Al-Majeed with Al-Hameed, as the angels said to the household of 
Ibrahim (peace be upon him): 
 

 
 

“They said: "Do you wonder at the Decree of Allah? The Mercy of Allah and His Blessings be 
on you, O the family [of Ibrahim (Abraham)]. Surely, He (Allah) is All-Praiseworthy, All-

Glorious."”229 
 
 

	
228 Sahih Muslim no. 477 
229 Surah Hud [11:73] 
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He continued to say: “Al-Hameed is The Beloved One Who is worthy of all perfect 
Attributes, and Al-Majeed is The Most Great, The Most Vast, The Most Able, The 
Most Rich, The Owner of Majesty and Honor.” 
 

In ending the Tashahhud with the Name of Allah ‘Al-Majeed’, 
there is a subtle meaning which Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have 
mercy on him) has informed us about. He said: “And contemplate 
how this Name is coupled with asking Allah to send Salat upon 
His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) because 
this is a position of seeking increment and vast, plentiful, and 
continual giving. Thus, a suitable Name was mentioned for this 
request.” 

 
This is because Al-Majd (majesty) is indicative of abundant Attributes of perfection 
and abundant Actions of goodness and giving. 
 
The noblest state and most honorable position for the slave is when He is praising 
His Lord, magnifying Him, and declaring Him majestic. 
 
Furthermore, greater than that is to recite His majestic words, as Allah says in: 
 
NO. 01 Surah Al-Burooj: 
 

 
 

“Nay! This is a Glorious Qur’an,”230 
 

 
 

“(Inscribed) in Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz (The Preserved Tablet)”231 
  
NO. 02 And in Surah Qaf: 
 

 
 

	
230 Surah Al-Burooj [85:21] 
231 Surah Al-Burooj [85:22] 

{	

{	
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“Qaf. [These letters (Qaf, etc.) are one of the miracles of the Qur’an, and none but Allah 
(Alone) knows their meanings]. By the Glorious Qur’an.”232 

 
The Qur’an is Majeed, meaning high in status, lofty in rank, great in position, with 
no falsehood coming before it or behind it, revealed by the All-Wise, The Most 
Praiseworthy. 
  
Of the ways in which one declares his Lord majestic is by praising Him (Tahmeed), 
declaring Him great (Takbeer), sanctifying Him from all imperfections (Tasbeeh), 
and declaring Him to be One (Tahleel). Whoever remains steadfast upon this will be 
happy, without misery and he will win the good of both this world and the next, as 
mentioned in the Hadith reported by Al-Bukhari: 
  

" ملسو ھیلع نَوُفوُطَیً ةكَئَِلامَ bَِِّ َّنإِ  الله ىلص bَِّا لُوُسرَ لَاَق لَاَق َ،ةرَیْرَُھ يبَِأ نْعَ

ّذلا لَھَْأ نَوُسمَِتلَْی ،قِرُُّطلا يفِ ىَلإِ اوُّمُلھَ اوَْداَنَت  bََّا نَورُُكذَْی امًوَْق اوُدجَوَ اَذِإَف ،رِكِْ

َق مَُلعَْأ وَھْوَ مْھُُّبرَ مْھُُلَأسَْیَف لَا  . اَینُّْدلا ءِامََّسلا ىَلإِ مْھِتِحَنِجَْأبِ مْھَُنوُّفحَُیَف لَاَق  . مُْكتِجَاحَ

 . كََنوُدجِّمَُیوَ كََنوُد مَحَْیوَ ،كََنو ّبسَُی نَوُلوُقَی اوُلاَق يدِاَبعِ لُوُقَی امَ مْھُنْمِ ّبكَُیوَ ،كََنوحُِ رُِ

ُقَیَف لَاَق ينِوَْأرَ وَْل فَیْكَوَ لُو  . كَوَْأرَ امَ bَِّاوََ لا نَوُلوُقَیَف لَاَق ينِوَْأرَ لْھَ لُوُقَیَف لَاَق

 . احًیبِسْ َت كََل رََثكَْأ وَ ،اًدیجِمَْت كََل َّدشََأوَ ً،ةَداَبعِ كََل َّدشََأ اوُناكَ كَوَْأرَ وَْل نَوُلوُقَی لَاَق

َ لا نَوُلو ُقَی لَاَق اھَوَْأرَ لْھَوَ لُوُقَی لَاَق  . َةَّنجَلْا كََنوُلَأسَْی لَاَق ينِوُلَأسَْی امََف لُوُقَی لَاَق

ھَوَْأرَ مْھَُّن ا َأ وَْل نَوُلوُقَی لَاَق اھَوَْأرَ مْھَُّنَأ وَْل فَیْكََف لُوُقَی لَاَق  . اھَوَْأرَ امَ بِّرَ اَی bَِّاوَ

نَوُذَّوَعَتَی َّممَِف لَاَق   . ًةَبغْرَ اھَیفِ مَظَعَْأوَ ،اًبَلطَ اھََل َّدشََأوَ ،اصًرْحِ اھَیَْلعَ َّدشََأ اوُناكَ

.  لَاَق اھَوَْأرَ امَ bَِّاوََ لا نَوُلوُقَی لَاَق اھَوَْأرَ لْھَوَ لُوُقَی لَاَق  . رِاَّنلا نَمِ نَوُلوُقَی لَاَق

فَیْكََف لُوُقَی  اھََل َّدشََأوَ ،ارًارَفِ اھَنْمِ َّدشََأ اوُناكَ اھَوَْأرَ وَْل نَوُلوُقَی لَاَق اھَوَْأرَ وَْل

.  مْھِیفِ ةِكَئَِلامَلْا نَمِ كٌَلمَ لُوُقَی لَاَق ّنَأ مُْكُدھِشُْأَف لُوُق مْھَُل تُرَْفغَ دَْق يِ َیَف لَاَق  . ًةَفاخَمَ  
" مْھُُسیلِجَ مْھِبِ ىَقشَْیَ لا ءُاسََلجُلْا مُُھ لَاَق  . ةٍجَاحَلِ ءَاجَ امََّنإِ   مْھُنْمِ سَیَْل نٌَلاُف

 
Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Allah's Messenger 
(peace and blessing be upon him) said: "Allah has some angels who look for those 
who celebrate the Praises of Allah on the roads and paths. And when they find some 
people celebrating the Praises of Allah, they call each other, saying: ‘Come to the 
object of your pursuit.'" He added: "Then the angels encircle them with their wings 

	
232 Surah Qaf [50:1] 
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up to the sky of the world." He added: "(after those people celebrate the Praises of 
Allah, and the angels go back), their Lord, asks them (those angels), though He 
knows better than them, ‘What do My slaves say?' The angels reply: 'They say: 
Subhan Allah, Allahu Akbar, and Alhamdulillah.’ Allah then says: 'Did they see Me?' 
The angels reply: 'No! By Allah, they didn't see You.' Allah says: ‘How would it have 
been if they saw Me?' The angels reply: 'If they saw You, they would worship You 
more devoutly and celebrate Your Glory more deeply and declare Your freedom 
from any resemblance to anything more often.' Allah says (to the angels): 'What do 
they ask Me for?' The angels reply: 'They ask You for Paradise.' Allah says (to the 
angels): 'Did they see it?' The angels say: 'No! By Allah, O Lord! They did not see it.' 
Allah says: ‘How would it have been if they saw it?' The angels say: 'If they saw it, 
they would have greater covetousness for it and would seek it with greater zeal and 
would have greater desire for it.' Allah says: 'From what do they seek refuge?' The 
angels reply: 'They seek refuge from the (Hell) Fire.' Allah says: 'Did they see it?' The 
angels say: 'No by Allah, O Lord! They did not see it.' Allah says: ‘How would it have 
been if they saw it?' The angels say: 'If they saw it, they would flee from it with an 
extreme fleeing and would have extreme fear from it.' Then Allah says: 'I make you 
witnesses that I have forgiven them."' Allah's Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) added: "One of the angels would say: 'There was so-and-so amongst 
them, and he was not one of them, but he had just come for some need.' Allah would 
say: 'These are those people whose companions will not be reduced to misery.'"233 
 
  
We ask Allah, The Most Generous, from His bounty. 

	
233 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6408 
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ASH-SHAAKIR, ASH-SHAKOOR 
( روكشلا ركاشلا ): 

The Grateful, The Most Appreciative 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A S H -
S H A K O O R  has been mentioned four times in the Qur’an. Allah says in 
Surah Fatir: 
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“That He may pay them their wages in full and give them (even) more out of His Grace. 
Verily! He is Oft Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate (good deeds and to recompense).”234 

  
 
THE NAME OF ALLAH, ASH-SHAAKIR HAS BEEN MENTIONED 

IN TWO PLACES:  

 

NO. 01 In Surah Al-Baqarah, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And whoever does good voluntarily, then verily, Allah is All-Recognizer, All-Knower.”235 
 
 
NO. 02 In Surah An-Nisaa', Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Why should Allah punish you if you have thanked (Him) and have believed in Him? And 
Allah is Ever All-Appreciative (of good), All-Knowing.”236 

 
 
All six of these places in which these Names are mentioned are in the context of 
Allah’s favor by rewarding the obedient, paying them their wages in full, giving them 
more from His bounty, and multiplying their reward. This is what explains the 
meaning of these Names to us. Ash-Shaakir, Ash-Shakoor is the One to Whom no 
deeds are lost; rather, He multiplies their reward without limit. He accepts the 
smallest of deeds and rewards it with abundant reward. He multiplies the deeds of 
the sincere without limit, appreciates the grateful and remembers those who 
remember Him. Whoever comes close to Him the span of a hand, He comes closer 
to him the length of an arm, and whoever comes closer to Him the length of an arm, 

	
234 Surah Fatir [35:30] 
235 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:158] 
236 Surah An-Nisaa' [4:147] 
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He comes closer to him the length of two arms. Whoever comes with a good deed, 
He increases it in goodness and gives from Him, a great reward. 
 
Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “As for the appreciation of the 
Lord, it is another matter altogether. He is foremost with the quality of appreciation 
(more) than every grateful one and He is the Appreciative in truth. He gives the 
slave and guides him to do what He appreciates from him. He appreciates the 
smallest of deeds; He does not deem it too small to be appreciated. He appreciates 
the good deed by rewarding it with ten of its like, to multiplication without limit. 
He appreciates the statements of His slave by praising him in front of the angels and 
in the Highest Assembly, and casts gratefulness for him amongst His slaves. He 
appreciates the action of the slave, so if he leaves something for Allah, He gives him 
what is better than that. If He does something for His sake, He returns it in 
multitude, although He is the One Who guided Him to leave and struggle for His 
sake. When the Companions left their homes seeking the pleasure of Allah, He 
compensated them with ownership of the world and opened it up for them. When 
Yusuf (peace be upon him) endured the tightness of the prison, Allah appreciated 
that of him by establishing him in the land to take possession therein. When the 
martyrs sacrificed their bodies for His sake until their enemies ripped it into pieces, 
Allah appreciated that from them by replacing it with green birds wherein their 
souls remain, returning to the rivers of Paradise and eating from its fruits until the 
Day of Resurrection. So, He compensated them with the most perfect, beautiful, 
and magnificent of what it can be. And when His Messengers faced their enemies 
and were exposed to their slanders and taunts, Allah compensated them for that by 
Him (Allah) and His angels sending praises upon them and by making them have 
the best praise in the heavens and between His creatures. Therefore, He chose them 
with the exclusive quality of having remembrance of the Home of the Hereafter.”237 
 
From the appreciation of Allah is that He recompenses the disbelievers for what 
they do of good in this life. What they do of good is not wasted, yet they are the 
most hated of His creation. 
 
Out of His appreciation is that He forgave a prostitute for giving drink to a dog that 
was so thirsty it was licking the ground, and He forgave another for removing a 
thorny branch from the path of the Muslims. 
 
Allah is appreciative of His slave for the good he does for himself, whilst the 
creation is only grateful for the good done to them. 

	
237 Supplies of the Patient Ones – Concise ( راصتخاب 337 - 335 / ص( نیرباصلا ةدع . 



C H A P T E R  3 5   P A G E  1 5 4  

And from His appreciation, He removes the slave from the Hell-Fire because of the 
smallest atoms weight of goodness, and He does not cause this amount to be lost. 
 
From the appreciation of Allah is that if one of His slaves stands in a position 
seeking His pleasure at the cost of the people’s pleasure, He appreciates it and causes 
him to be remembered, and informs the angels and believers, as He appreciated the 
believer from the family of Pharaoh (Fir’aun) and the Companions mentioned in 
Surah Ya-Seen. 
 
Since Allah is The Appreciative in truth, the most beloved of His creation to Him 
are those who are grateful. Similarly, the most hated of creation to Him are those 
who are attributed with the opposite. This is true for all the Names of Allah; the 
most beloved of His creation to Him are those who exemplify these attributes and 
the most hated to Him are those who are attributed with their opposites. For this 
reason, He hates the disbeliever, the unjust, the ignorant, those with hard hearts, the 
stingy, the coward, those who put others down and those who do not help others 
while they can. He is Beautiful and loves beauty, Knowledgeable and loves the 
knowledgeable, Merciful and loves those who show mercy, Good-doing and loves 
those who do good, Appreciative and loves those who are grateful, Patient and loves 
the patient, Generous and loves the generous, Concealing and loves those who 
conceal, Pardoning and loves those who pardon. 
 

In the previous verses, Ghafoor is coupled with Shakoor, for He is 
forgiving of all sins no matter how great they may be. There is no 
sin too great for Him to forgive. Also, He is appreciative of all 
deeds even if they may be little, even if they may be an atom’s 
weight. For this reason, it is not permissible for a Muslim to 
despair of the mercy of Allah for his sins, no matter how great 
they may be, just as it is not permissible for him to belittle any 
good deed, no matter how little it is, because verily the Lord is 
Ghafoor and Shakoor. 

 
We ask Him and appeal to Him by these two great Names, to forgive our sins and 
any transgression in our affairs and entreat Him to accept our good deeds. Verily, 
He is Ghafoorun, Shakoor (The Oft-Forgiving, Most Appreciative). 

{	

{	
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AL-HALEEM ( میلحلا ): 
The Most Forbearing 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - H A L E E M  has 
been mentioned in many places throughout the Qur’an. In Surah Al-Ahzab, Allah 
says: 
 

 
 

“Allah knows what is in your hearts. And Allah is Ever All-Knowing, Most Forbearing.”238 
 
 
Al-Haleem is the One Who does not hasten upon His slaves, the punishment for 
their sins and disobedience. He sees His slaves while they are disbelieving in Him 
and disobeying Him, yet He is forbearing with them.  He postpones and does not 

	
238 Surah Al-Ahzab [33:51] 
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hasten punishment and continues to bestow blessings upon them despite their many 
sins and slips. He grants them respite so that they will perhaps repent and He does 
not hasten the punishment for them so that they will perhaps return to Him. 
 
Allah’s Forbearance towards those who disbelieve in Him and disobey Him is out of 
His Knowledge, Power, and Ability; not out of incapability. Allah says in Surah 
Fatir: 
 

 
 

“Have they not travelled in the land, and seen what was the end of those before them, and 
they were superior to them in power? Allah is not such that anything in the heavens or in the 

earth escapes Him. Verily, He is All-Knowing, All-Omnipotent.”239 
  
 
Allah informed us of His forbearance towards the people of disobedience and sins 
and those who commit different types of injustice. Had He seized them for their sins 
immediately, no living creature would remain on the face of the earth. Allah says in 
Surah An-Nahl: 
 

 
 

“And if Allah were to seize mankind for their wrong-doing, He would not leave on it (the 
earth) a single moving (living) creature, but He postpones them for an appointed term and 

	
239 Surah Fatir [35:44] 
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when their term comes, neither can they delay nor can they advance it an hour (or a 
moment).”240 

 
 
Although they associate partners with Him, do acts which earn His wrath, strive in 
opposing Him, fight His Religion, and show enmity towards His believing slaves, He 
shows forbearance with them and drives different types of good things to them and 
provides for them and grants them well-being. 
 

" لُوُقَی ُ هارَُأ ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص ُّيبَِّنلا لَاَق لَاَق ـ ھنع الله ى ضر ـَ ةرَیْرَُھ يبَِأ نْعَ

ُ ھمُْتشَ اَّمَأ ُ،ھَل يغَِبنَْی امَوَ ينَِبَّذكََتوَ ،ينِمَتِشَْی نَْأُ ھَل يغَِبنَْی امَوَ مََدآ نُبْا ينِمََتشَُ bَّا

." ينَِأَدَب امَكَ ينُِدیعُِی سَیَْلُ ھ ُلوَْقَفُ ھُبیذِكَْت اَّمَأ . وَ اًدَلوَ يلِ َّنإُِ ھُلوَْقَف  
 

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Allah's Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Allah, the Most Superior said: 'The 
son of Adam insults Me, and he should not insult Me, and he disbelieves in Me, and 
he ought not to do so. As for his insulting Me, it is that he says that I have a son; and 
his disbelief in Me is his statement that I shall not recreate him as I have created 
(him) before.'"241 
 

" ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص ُّيبَِّنلا لَاَق لَاَق ِ،يّرَِعشَْلأا ىسَومُ رَُبصَْأٌ دحََأ امَ عَ يبَِأ نْ

. "مْھُُقزُرَْیوَ مْھِیفِاَعُی َّمُث َ،دَلوَلْاُ ھَل نَوُعَّدَی ،bَِّا نَمُِ ھَعمِسَ ىًذَأ ىَلعَ  
 

Abu Musa Al-Ash`ari (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "None is more patient than Allah 
against the harmful words He hears (from the people).  They ascribe children to 
Him, yet He bestows upon them health and provision.242 
 
 

Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “And He, 
along with this slander and denial, provides for the one who 
curses and denies Him, grants him well-being, turns harm away 
from him and invites him to Paradise. He accepts his repentance 
if he repents to Him, exchanges his sins with good deeds and is 
gentle to him in all his affairs. 

	
240 Surah An-Nahl [16:61] 
241 Al Sahih -Bukhari no. 3193 
242 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 7378 
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He sent Messengers (Musa and Haroon peace be upon them) to him and 
commanded them to be mild in speech and gentle with him.”243 
 
We see Allah’s forbearance towards Pharaoh despite his intense arrogance and 
haughtiness in the land and mischief towards the creation. In Surah Ta-Ha, Allah 
says: 
 

 
 

"Go, both of you, to Fir'aun (Pharaoh), verily, he has transgressed (all bounds in disbelief 
and disobedience and behaved as an arrogant and as a tyrant).”244 

 

 
 

"And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept admonition or fear Allah."245 
 
 
His forbearance is manifested towards those who ascribe a son to Him when He 
invites them to repent and He opens its doors for them. In Surah Al-Maa’idah, Allah 
says: 
  

 
 

“Surely, disbelievers are those who said: "Allah is the third of the three (in a Trinity)." But 
there is no Ilah (god) (none who has the right to be worshipped) but One Ilah (God -Allah). 

And if they cease not from what they say, verily, a painful torment will befall the 
disbelievers among them.”246 

   
	

243 (653/2) Shifa’a Al ‘Aleel لیلعلا ءافش    
244 Surah Ta-Ha [20:43] 
245 Surah Ta-Ha [20:44] 
246 Surah Al-Maa’idah [5:73] 
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“Will they not repent to Allah and ask His Forgiveness? For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.”247 

  
  
We see His forbearance towards the disbelieving People of the Trench when they 
forced the believers to leave Islam or be punished by being thrown into a trench 
filled with fire. They put the believers on trial and exposed them to the fire; whoever 
disbelieved with them would be freed, and whoever desisted would be thrown in the 
fire. This is the peak of waging war against Allah and His believing slaves, yet 
despite all this, Allah still invited them to repentance. In Surah Al-Burooj, Allah 
says: 
  

 
 

“Verily, those who put into trial, the believing men and believing women (by torturing them 
and burning them), and then do not turn in repentance (to Allah) will have the torment of 

Hell, and they will have the punishment of the burning Fire.”248 
 
 
Hasan Al-Basri (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Look at this Generosity and 
Munificence. They killed His believing slaves and He invites them to repentance and 
forgiveness.”249 
 
Out of His forbearance, He holds the sky from falling on the earth and from them 
both vanishing from their places despite the sins and disobedience of the Children 
of Adam (peace be upon him). In Surah Fatir, Allah says: 
 

	
247 Surah Al-Maa’idah [5:74] 
248 Surah Al-Burooj [85:10] 
249 (393/8) Tafsir Ibn Kathir ریثك نبا   ریسفت
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“Verily! Allah grasps the heavens and the earth lest they move away from their places, and if 
they were to move away from their places, there is not one that could grasp them after Him. 

Truly, He is Ever Most Forbearing, Oft Forgiving.”250 
  
 
The Name Al-Haleem has been coupled with other Names in the Qur’an: the Names 
Al-Aleem (The-All-Knowing), Al-Ghaniy (The Most Rich), Ash-Shakoor (The Most 
Appreciative) and Al-Ghafoor (The Most Forgiving). 
 
This indicates that Allah’s forbearance is connected to His encompassment of the 
slaves and their deeds. Neither does the obedience of His obedient slaves benefit 
Him, nor does the disobedience of the one who disobeys Him harm Him. His 
forbearance is coupled with appreciation; He appreciates the little deeds they do 
and rewards them greatly for it. His forbearance is coupled with forgiveness; He 
forgives the repentant no matter how great his sin may be. 
 
We appreciate how great His forbearance is, how vast His grace is, and how 
plentiful His favors are. All praises are due to Allah. 

	
250 Surah Fatir [35:41] 
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AL-HAQQ ( قحلا ): The Truth 

AL-MUBEEN ( نیبملا ): The Manifest 
 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - H A Q Q  has been 
mentioned ten times in the Qur’an. In Surah Yunus, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Such is Allah, your Lord in truth. So after the truth, what else can there be, save error? 
How then are you turned away?”251 

  
	

251 Surah Yunus [10:32] 
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As for the Name of Allah, Al-Mubeen: It has been mentioned once in the Qur’an, 
coupled with the Name Al-Haqq. In Surah An-Nur, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“On that Day Allah will pay them the recompense of their deeds in full, and they will know 
that Allah, He is the Manifest Truth.”252 

 
 

Allah, Al-Haqq is the One Whom there is no doubt or 
uncertainty about, either in His Being, or in His Names, 
Attributes, or divinity. He is the only One worthy of worship in 
truth and there is no one who deserves to be worshipped besides 
Him. His Names and Attributes are true, His Actions and Speech 
are true, His Religion and legislation is true, His news is all true, 
His promises are true, and His meeting is true. 

 
The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to begin his night 
prayer with a supplication that affirms these meanings: 
 

ّیَق تَنَْأُ دمْحَلْا كََلوَ ،َّنھِیفِ نْمَوَ ضِرَْلأاوَ تِاوَمََّسلا رُوُن تَنَْأ ُ،دمْحَلْا كََل َّمھَُّللا  مُِ

ا كََلوَ ،َّنھِیفِ نْمَوَ ضِرَْلأاوَ تِاوَمََّسلا ،ٌّقحَ كَُلوَْقوَ ،ٌّقحَ كَُدعْوَوَ ُّقحَلْا تَنَْأ ُ،دمْحَلْ

ٌ دَّمحَمُوَ ،ٌّقحَ نَوُّیبَِّنلاوَ ،ٌّقحَُ ةعَاَّسلاوَ ، ٌّقحَ رُاَّنلاوَ ،ٌّقحَ ُ ةَّنجَلْاوَ ،ٌّقحَ  كَؤُاَقلِوَ

 ،تُمْصَاخَ كَبِوَ ،تُبَْنَأ كَیَْلإِوَ ،تُنْمَآ كَبِوَ تُلَّْكوََت كَیَْلعَوَ تُمَْلسَْأ كََل َّمھَُّللا ،ٌّقحَ

وَ ،تُرْرَسَْأ امَوَ ، تَنَْأ ،تُنَْلعَْأ امَ تُرَّْخَأ امَوَ تُمَّْد َق امَ يلِ رْفِغْاَف ،تُمْكَاحَ كَیَْلإِوَ

. ّدَقمُلْا "كَرُیْغََ ھَلإَِ لا ـ وَْأ ـ تَنَْأ َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لا رُخِّؤَمُلْا تَنَْأوَ مُِ  
 
O Allah, to you is praise, You are the Light of the heavens and the earth and 
everyone therein. To You is praise, You are the Sustainer of the heavens and the 
earth, and everyone therein. To You is praise, You are the Sovereign of the heavens 
and the earth, and everyone therein. To You is praise, You are the Truth; Your 
promise is true, the meeting with You is true, Your saying is true, Paradise is true, 
the Fire is true, the Hour is true, the Prophets are true, and Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) is true. O Allah, to You have I submitted, in You I 

	
252 Surah An-Nur [24:25] 
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believe, in You have I put my trust, to You I turn in repentance, by Your help I 
argue, to You I refer my case, so forgive me for my past and future sins, what I have 
done in secret and what I have done openly. You are the One Who brings forward 
and puts back. None has the right to be worshipped but You, and there is none who 
has the right to be worshipped other than You.253 
 
Allah, Al-Mubeen is the One Who makes the way to guidance manifest to His 
slaves. He makes good deeds clear to them by which they will attain reward, and 
makes sins clear to them which would lead to punishment. In Surah An-Nisaa', 
Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Allah wishes to make clear (what is lawful and what is unlawful) to you, and to show you 
the ways of those before you, and accept your repentance, and Allah is All-Knower, All-

Wise.”254 
 
 
Also, in reference to the Name Al-Mubeen: He is the One Who makes His Oneness 
clear and manifest, for He is the true clear God with no partners. In Surah Al-Hajj, 
Allah says: 
 

 
 

“That is because Allah, He is the Truth (the only True God of all that exists, Who has no 
partners or rivals with Him), and what they (the polytheists) invoke besides Him, it is Batil 

(falsehood) And verily, Allah, He is the Most High, the Most Great.”255 
  
  

	
253 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6317 
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Allah mentioned many types of evidences and proofs in His Book for Him being the 
only true God without partners, and that the divinity of anything besides Him is 
falsehood and misguidance. This is evident through: 
 
NO. 01 His being singled out with Ruboobiyah (Lordship): He Alone is the 

Creator, He Alone is the Provider, He Alone is the Granter of Blessings, 
He Alone is the One Who manages all the affairs in this universe 
without having a partner. He is the true Rabb (Lord) who has no 
partner. 

 
In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“That is because Allah merges the night into the day, and He merges the day into the night. 
And verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.”256 

 

 
 

“That is because Allah, He is the Truth (the only True God of all that exists, Who has no 
partners or rivals with Him), and what they (the polytheists) invoke besides Him, it is Batil 

(falsehood) And verily, Allah, He is the Most High, the Most Great.”257 
 

 
 

	
256 Surah Al-Hajj [22:61] 
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“See you not that Allah sends down water (rain) from the sky, and then the earth becomes 
green? Verily, Allah is the Most Kind and Courteous, Well-Acquainted with all things.”258 

 

 
 

“To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth. And verily, Allah, He 
is Rich (Free of all wants), Worthy of all praise.”259 

 

 
 

“See you not that Allah has subjected to you (mankind) all that is on the earth, and the ships 
that sail through the sea by His Command? He withholds the heaven from falling on the 

earth except by His Leave. Verily, Allah is, for mankind, Full of Kindness, Most Merciful.”260 
 

 
 

“It is He, Who gave you life, and then will cause you to die, and will again give you life (on 
the Day of Resurrection). Verily! Man is indeed an ingrate.”261 

  
  
NO. 02 His mention of His Beautiful Names and Lofty Attributes that show His 

perfection, majesty, and greatness, and that only He deserves to be 

	
258 Surah Al-Hajj [22:63] 
259 Surah Al-Hajj [22:64] 
260 Surah Al-Hajj [22:65] 
261 Surah Al-Hajj [22:66] 



C H A P T E R  3 7   P A G E  1 6 6  

worshipped: One such example is Ayat Al-Kursi which is solely 
dedicated to affirming His Oneness. It mentions five of Allah’s Names 
and at least twenty of His great Attributes. 

  
NO. 03 His mention of His numerous blessings and successive favors upon His 

slaves: Surah An-Nahl has been called “The Surah of Blessings” by some 
scholars because in it Allah enumerates some of the many blessings 
upon His slaves. Therefore, Allah concluded these blessings by saying in 
Surah An-Nahl: 

 

 
 

“And Allah has made for you out of that which He has created, shades, and has made for you 
places of refuge in the mountains, and has made for you garments to protect you from the 

heat (and cold), and coats of mail to protect you from your (mutual) violence. Thus does He 
perfect His Grace unto you, that you may submit yourselves to His Will (in Islam).”262 

 

 
 

“Then, if they turn away, your duty [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him)] is only to convey (the Message) in a clear way.”263 

 

 
	

262 Surah An-Nahl [16:81] 
263 Surah An-Nahl [16:82] 
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“They recognise the Grace of Allah, yet they deny it (by worshipping others besides Allah) 
and most of them are disbelievers (deny the Prophethood of Muhammad (peace and blessings 

of Allah be upon him)).”264 
 
 
NO. 04 His mention of His responding to the desperate slaves and His removal of 

the distress of those who are in distress, no one else is able to do that but 
Him: In Surah An-Naml, Allah says: 

 

 
 

“Is not He (better than your gods) Who responds to the distressed one, when he calls Him, 
and Who removes the evil, and makes you inheritors of the earth, generations after 

generations. Is there any Ilah (god) with Allah? Little is that you remember!”265 
 
 

NO. 05 His informing us that He is the One Who causes benefit and harm (An-
Naafi’, Ad-Daar) and Who gives and prevents (Al-Mu’tee, Al-Maani’): All 
else besides Him do not own any of that for themselves or for anyone 
besides them. Allah says in Surah Az-Zumar: 

 

 
 

	
264 Surah An-Nahl [16:83] 
265 Surah An-Naml [27:62] 
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“And verily, if you ask them: "Who created the heavens and the earth?" Surely, they will say: 
"Allah (has created them)." Say: "Tell me then, the things that you invoke besides Allah, if 
Allah intended some harm for me, could they remove His harm, or if He (Allah) intended 

some mercy for me, could they withhold His Mercy?" Say: "Sufficient for me is Allah; in Him 
those who trust (i.e. believers) must put their trust."”266 

 
 
NO. 06 His informing us about His precision in creating the creation and His 

bringing them into existence: In Surah Ghafir, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Allah, it is He Who has made for you the earth as a dwelling place and the sky as a canopy 
and has given you shape and made your shapes good (looking) and has provided you with 

good things. That is Allah, your Lord, then blessed be Allah, the Lord of the 'Alamin 
(mankind, Jinn and all that exists).”267 

 
 
NO. 07 His informing us about the lowliness of the idols, their incapability, and 

that they do not own anything: In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says: 
 

	
266 Surah Az-Zumar [39:38] 
267 Surah Ghafir [40:64] 
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“O mankind! A similitude has been coined, so listen to it (carefully): Verily! Those on whom 
you call besides Allah, cannot create (even) a fly, even though they combine together for the 

purpose. And if the fly snatched away a thing from them, they would have no power to 
release it from the fly. So weak are (both) the seeker and the sought.”268 

  

 
 

“They have not estimated Allah His Rightful Estimate; Verily, Allah is All-Strong, All-
Mighty.”269 

 
 
This is in addition to many more evidences and clear proofs which point to Allah 
being the One True, Clear God and that the divinity of anything else is disbelief, 
transgression, and misguidance. 

	
268 Surah Al-Hajj [22:73] 
269 Surah Al-Hajj [22:74] 
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AL-QADEER ( ریدقلا ): The All-Powerful 

AL-QAADIR ( رداقلا ): The All-Able 

AL-MUQTADIR ( ردتقملا ): 
The All-Determiner 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A L L  T H E S E  N A M E S  A R E  F O U N D  I N  
T H E  Q U R ’ A N .  The Name Al-Qadeer is mentioned most, then Al-
Qaadir, then Al-Muqtadir. 
 
NO. 01 In Surah Al-Baqarah, Allah says: 
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“And Allah is Able to do all things.”270 
 
 
NO. 02 In Surah Al-An’am, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Say: "He has power to send torment on you from above or from under your feet, or to cover 
you with confusion in party strife, and make you to taste the violence of one another." See 

how variously We explain the Ayat (proofs, evidences, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.), so that 
they may understand.”271 

 
 
NO. 03 In Surah Al-Kahf, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And Allah is Able to do everything.”272 
 
 
All these Names indicate that power is established as an Attribute of Allah and that 
He has absolute power. By His power, He brought the creation into existence, and 
by His power He manages them, and by His power He perfected them, and by His 
power He gives life and causes death and will resurrect the slaves for recompense. 
He will reward the good-doer for his good and the evil-doer for his evil. He is the 
One Whom if He wills something, He says to it “Be” and it is. By His power, He 
turns the hearts to what He wills; He guides whomever He wills and leads astray 

	
270 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:284] 
271 Surah Al-An’am [6:65] 
272 Surah Al-Kahf [18:45] 
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whomsoever He wills. He makes the believer a believer, the disbeliever a disbeliever, 
the good-doer a good-doer, and the evil-doer an evil-doer. 
 
Due to His absolute power, none can encompass anything of His knowledge except 
with what He wills to teach them. 
 
Due to His absolute power, He created the heavens and earth and what is between 
them in six days, and no fatigue touched Him.  None from among His creation can 
render Him incapable. Rather, they are under His grasp wherever they are. His 
power is free from fatigue, tiredness, or incapability to do what He wills. Due to His 
absolute power, everything obeys His command and is under His disposal, so 
whatever He wills will be and whatever He wills not will never be. 
  
From the great foundations of Eeman (faith) is to believe in the Qadar (pre-decree). 
In Surah Al-Ahzab, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And the Command of Allah is a decree determined.”273 
 
 
Whoever does not believe in the decree does not believe in Allah. Imam Ahmad 
(may Allah have mercy on him) said: “The decree is the power of Allah.”274 
Therefore, denying the decree is denying the power of Allah. 
 
Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them) said: “The Qadar governs Tawheed 
(attributing Oneness to Allah). So, whoever believes that Allah is One and believes 
in the Qadar (pre-decree), then that is the trustworthy handhold that never breaks. 
And whoever believes in Allah and denies the Qadar (pre-decree) has nullified his 
Tawheed (attributing Oneness to Allah).”275 
 
Auf said: I heard Hasan say: “Whoever denies the Qadar (pre-decree) has denied 
Islam. Verily, Allah decreed the decrees and created the creation with Qadar (pre-
decree) and distributed the end-terms with Qadar (pre-decree) and distributed the 

	
273 Surah Al-Ahzab [33:38] 
274 Mentioned by Shaikh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah in “Manhaj Al Sunnah” (3/254 ةنسلا جا ھنم ) 
and Ibn Al-Qayyim in“Shifa’a Al ‘Aleel” page 28 ( 28 ص لیلعلا ءافش ) 
275 Narrated by “Al Firyaabi in The Decree” No. 205 (205  ( مقر ،ردقلا يف يبایرفلا
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provision with Qadar (pre-decree) and distributed the trials with Qadar (pre-
decree) and distributed well-being with Qadar (pre-decree).”276 
 
Believing in the Qadar (pre-decree) is of the most honorable descriptions of the 
people of knowledge. Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them) said regarding 
the following verse: 
 

 
 

“It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves that fear Allah.”277 
 
 
“Those who say: ‘Verily Allah is Able to do all things.’”278 
 
Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “This is from the deep 
understanding of Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them) and his knowledge of 
Tafseer and his knowledge about the reality of Allah’s Names and Attributes.”279 
 
Belief in the power of Allah, with regards to these Names bears great effects and 
blessed fruits which benefit the slave in his worldly life and the Hereafter. From its 
blessed fruits is that it strengthens the seeking of help from Allah, reliance on Him, 
and resorting to Him. 
 

: "  ھیلع الله ىلص ،يبنلا فلخ تنك لاق ،امھنع الله يضر ،سابع نبا نع

: " الله ظفحا ،كظفحی الله ظفحا تامل ك كملعأ : "  ينإ ملاغ ای لاقفً اموی ،ملسو

:  ةملأا نأ ملعاو ،4اب نعتساف تنعتسا اذإو ، الله لأساف تلأس اذإ ،كھاجت هدجت

 نإو ،كل الله ھبتك دق ءيشب لاإ كوعفنی مل ،ءيشب كوعفنی نأ ىلع تعمتجا ول

 الله ھبتك دق ءيشب لاإ ءيشب كورضی مل ،ءيشب كورضی نأ ىلع اوعمتجا

" فحصلا تفجو ،ملاقلأا تعف ر ؛كیلع

 

 

	
276 Narrated by ‘Ibn Batta in “Inabah” (1676  ( مقر 'ةبانلإا' يف ةطب نبا
277 Surah Fatir [35:28] 
278 Narrated by Ibn Jarir in his Tafsir (3649/19) 
279131 - 1/130  ”Shifa’a Al ‘Aleel“  لیلعلا ءافش
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Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them) said: One day, I was riding behind the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) when he said: "O boy! I will 
instruct you in some matters. Be watchful of Allah (Commandments of Allah), He 
will preserve you. Safeguard His Rights, He will be ever with you. If you beg, beg of 
Him Alone; and if you need assistance, supplicate to Allah Alone for help. And 
remember that if all the people gather together to benefit you, they will not be able 
to benefit you except that which Allah had written (for you); and if all of them 
gather to do harm to you, they will not be able to afflict you with anything other 
than that which Allah had written against you. The pens have been lifted and the 
ink has dried."280 
 
 
From its impacts is having complete patience and being well-pleased with Allah. Ibn 
Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Whoever fills his heart with being 
pleased with the decree, Allah will fill his chest with richness, security, and 
satisfaction. He will free his heart to love Him, turn to Him, and put its trust in 
Him. And whoever loses out on his portion of being pleased, Allah will fill his heart 
with what is contrary to that (neediness, insecurity, and dissatisfaction), and he will 
be occupied from wherein his happiness and success come.”281 
 
From its impacts is the safety of a person from the sicknesses of the heart such as 
hatred, envy, and the like. This is because of his belief that all matters are by the 
decree of Allah, and that He is the One Who gives the slaves and decrees their 
provisions for them. He gives whomever He wills and withholds from whomever He 
wills. The favor is His favor, and the giving is His giving, and that is why it is said 
that the envious one is the enemy of Allah’s blessings upon His slaves. 
 
From its impacts is strengthening the determination of the slave and his rigor in 
wanting and seeking goodness and staying away and fleeing from evil. 
 

: ملسو ھیلع  الله :  ىلص الله لوسر لاق لاق ھنع الله يضر ةریرھ يبأ نع  
:  ول لقت لاف ءيش كباصأ نإو  . زجعت لاو 4اب نعتساو ،كعفنی ام ىلع صرحا "

:  لمع حتفت ول نإف ؛لعف ءاش امو ،الله ردق لق نكلو ،اذكو اذك ناك تلعف ينأ

" ناطیشلا  
 

	
280 Riyadh As-Saliheen, At-Tirmidhi, Book 1, no. 62 
281 (202/2) (Madarij as-Salikeen) نیكلاسلا جرادم   
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The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Adhere to 
that which is beneficial for you. Keep asking Allah for help and do not refrain from 
it. If you are afflicted in any way, do not say: 'If I had taken this or that step, it 
would have resulted in such and such,' but say only: 'Allah so determined and did as 
He willed.' The word 'if' opens the gates of satanic thoughts."282 
 

And of its impacts is having hope in Allah, always asking Him 
and increasing in supplicating to Him, because all affairs are in 
His Hand. One of the most frequent supplications of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was: 
 

ّلَقمُ اَی ّبَث بِوُلُقلْا بَِ كَنِیدِ ىَلعَ يبِلَْق تِْ  
 

Ya Muqallibal-qulub, thabbit qalbi 'ala dinik. 
 

'O Changer of the Hearts! Keep my heart firm upon Your 
Religion. 

 
 

ّلَقمُ اَی " بَِ ع الله ىلص bَِّا لَوُقَی نَْأ رُثِكُْی ملسو ھیل لُوُسرَ نَاكَ لَاَق   ،سٍَنَأ نْعَ

.  لْھََف ھِبِ تَْئجِ امَبِوَ كَبِ اَّنمَآ bَِّا لَوُسرَ اَی تُلُْقَف ّبَث بِوُلُقلْا "كَنِیدِ ىَلعَ يبِلَْق تِْ

" ّلَق ءُاشََی فَیْكَ اھَُبِ ُی bَِّاِ عبِاصََأ نَیَْب بَوُلُقلْا َّنإِ مَْعَن"  نْمِ نِیَْعُبصَْأ   لَاَق اَنیَْلعَ فُاخََت
 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: "The Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) would often say: Ya Muqallibal-qulub, thabbit qalbi 
'ala dinik ('O Changer of the Hearts! Keep my heart firm upon Your Religion.)' So I 
said: 'O Prophet of Allah! We believe in you and what you have come with, but do 
you fear for us?' He said: 'Yes. Indeed the hearts are between two Fingers of Allah's 
Fingers, He changes them as He wills.'"283 

	
282 Riyadh As-Saliheen, Muslim, Book 1, no. 100 
283 At-Tirmidhi, Book 32, no. 2290 
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AL-WADOOD ( دودولا ): 
The Most Loving 

 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - W A D O O D  
has been mentioned twice in the Qur’an: 
 
NO. 01 In Surah Hud, Allah says: 
 

 
 

"And ask forgiveness of your Lord and turn unto Him in repentance. Verily, my Lord is Most 
Merciful, Most Loving."284 

 
 

	
284 Surah Hud [11:90] 
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NO. 02 In Surah Al-Burooj, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Verily, He it is Who begins (punishment) and repeats (punishment in the Hereafter) (or 
originates the creation of everything, and then repeats it on the Day of Resurrection).”285 

 

 
 

“And He is Oft-Forgiving, Full of Love (towards the pious who are real true believers of 
Islamic Monotheism),”286 

 
 
This refers to the One Who loves His Prophets and Messengers, and their followers, 
and they love Him. He is more beloved to them than everything else and their hearts 
are filled with their love of Him. 
  
Shaikh As-Sa’di (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Al-Wadood is the One Who 
makes Himself beloved to His creation by His beautiful Attributes, vast favors, and 
subtle gentleness. He is Al-Wadood with the meaning of the One Who loves and the 
meaning of the One Who is loved. He loves His believing slaves and chosen ones and 
they love Him. He is the One Who loves them, and He is the One Who placed the 
love of Him in their hearts, and when they love Him, He loves them more as a 
reward for their love of Him. 
  
Therefore, all favors return to Allah, because He is the One Who set all the means 
by which they love Him, and He is the One Who attracted their hearts to His love. 
He makes Himself beloved to them by mentioning what He has of vast, great, and 
beautiful Attributes. It attracts sound and upright hearts because sound hearts and 
souls are created to love perfection. 
  
To Allah belongs complete and absolute perfection and each of His Attributes bring 
forth a special worship. It attracts the hearts to their Master, and they love Him 
because of His great favors. He brought them into existence, sustained them, 
rectified them, completed their affairs and needs, guided them to faith and Islam, 
guided them to the realities of Ihsan (perfection). He made their affairs easy for 

	
285 Surah Al-Burooj [85:13] 
286 Surah Al-Burooj [85:14] 
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them, removed their difficulties, legislated laws for them, made it easy and negated 
difficulty, guided them to the Straight Path and to its actions and utterances. 
  

Hearts are created upon loving those that do good to it; what 
goodness is greater than this goodness? Every blessing from Him 
should result in the slaves filling their hearts with love, praise, 
gratitude, and exaltation of Him. 

  
Even when the slave strays away from Him, thus daring to commit sins and falling 
short in obligations, Allah conceals him, is forbearing with him, grants him blessings 
and does not cut any of that from him. Then, He brings forth means, reminders, 
admonitions, and directions which bring the slave back to Him. Once the slave 
repents and returns to Him, He forgives his crime and erases his previous major sins. 
He then returns His love for him, and perhaps this, and Allah knows best, is the 
secret behind coupling Allah’s Name Al-Wadood with Al-Ghafoor in Surah Al-
Burooj: 
 

 
 

“And He is Oft-Forgiving, Full of Love (towards the pious who are real true believers of 
Islamic Monotheism),”287 

 
 
From His perfect love towards the repentant is that He is happy with their 
repentance with the greatest happiness and He is more merciful to them than their 
parents, children, and all people combined. From His love towards His believing 
slaves is that He is with them (by His knowledge, hearing, and seeing) and guides 
them in their movement and in their stillness and accepts their supplications, as is 
mentioned in the Hadith Qudsi: 
  

نْمَ لَاَق bََّا َّنإِ  ىَداعَ "  ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص bَِّا لُوُسرَ لَاَق لَاَق َ،ةرَیْرَُھ يبَِأ نْعَ

 تُضْرََتفْا اَّممِ َّىَلإِ َّبحََأ ءٍىْشَبِ يدِبْعَ َّىَلإِ بََّرَقَت امَوَ ،بِرْحَلْابُِ ھُتنَْذآ دَْقَف اqیلِوَ يلِ

ُ ھَعمْسَ تُنُْكُ ھُتبَْبحَْأ اَذِإَف ُ،ھَّبحُِأ ىَّتحَ لِفِاوََّنلابِ َّىَلإِ بَُّرَقَتَی  يدِبْعَ لُازََی امَوَ ،ھِیَْلعَ

يذَِّلا  يشِمَْی يتَِّلاُ ھَلجْرِوَ اھَبِ شُُطبَْی يتَِّلاُ هَدَیوَ ،ھِبِ رُصِبُْی يذَِّلاُ هرَصََبوَ ،ھِبِ عُمَسَْی

	
287 Surah Al-Burooj [85:14] 

{	
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ا نِئَِلوَ ُ،ھَّنَیطِعُْلأ ينَِلَأسَ نْإِوَ ،اھَبِ اَنَأ ءٍىْشَ نْعَ تُدَّْدرََت امَوَ ُ،ھَّنَذیعُِلأ ينَِذاَعَتسْ

. ُ"ھَتءَاسَمَُ هرَكَْأ اَنَأوَ تَوْمَلْاُ هرَكَْی ،نِمِؤْمُلْا   سِفَْن نْعَ يدُِّدرََتُ ھُلعِاَف
 

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Allah's Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Allah said: 'I will declare war 
against him who shows hostility to a pious worshipper of Mine. And the most 
beloved things with which My slave comes nearer to Me is what I have enjoined 
upon him; and My slave keeps on coming closer to Me through performing Nawafil 
(praying or doing extra deeds besides what is obligatory) till I love him, so I become 
his sense of hearing with which he hears, and his sense of sight with which he sees, 
and his hand with which he grips, and his leg with which he walks; and if he asks 
Me, I will give him, and if he asks My protection (Refuge), I will protect him (i.e. 
give him My Refuge) and I do not hesitate to do anything as I hesitate to take the 
soul of the believer, for he hates death, and I hate to disappoint him."288   
 
 
The impacts of His love towards His special believing slaves cannot cross the minds 
nor be captured by the pen. As for the love of His believing slaves for Him, it is their 
soul, relief, life, and happiness. In it is their success and joy by which they establish 
His worship. By it, they praise and thank Him. By it, their tongues speak with His 
remembrance and their limbs work in His service. By it, they establish what is due 
upon them of the various rights. By it, their hearts are sufficed from attaching 
themselves to other than Him, or from fearing or having hope in anyone besides 
Him. By it, their limbs are sufficed from opposing Him, and by it, all their love, 
both religious and natural, is based. 
 
As for religious love, when they love their Lord, they love His Prophets, Messengers, 
and special believing slaves. They love all the deeds which bring them closer to Him 
and love whatever He loves from times, places, deeds, and doers. 
 
As for natural love, they fulfil their desires which souls are naturally created to love, 
such as eating, drinking, wearing clothes, and resting, and using them to help them 
upon what their Master loves. In addition to intending this noble goal, they do so to 
act upon the command of Allah, when He says: 
 
 

	
288 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6502 
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“Eat and drink”289 
 
 
The reason for them performing them is to enact the command of Allah and the 
goal which they intend is to use them to help them upon what their Lord loves. 
Therefore, their habits have turned into worship and their time has entirely been 
occupied in drawing close to their Beloved. 
 
All these impacts are in accordance to love that is in the heart, which is the soul of 
faith, the reality of Tawheed (attributing Oneness to Allah) and the foundation of 
drawing near. 
 

Just as there is no one like Allah in Himself or His Attributes, 
His love in the hearts of His believing slaves is like no other in its 
means and goals, estimate and impact. There is nothing that can 
resemble it in its taste, happiness, everlastingness, and its 
soundness in all aspects.”290 

 
When the slave knows that His Lord is Wadood and loves His believing slaves and 
those who obey Him, and that He loves the believers and the (pious slaves who fear 
Allah much), the patient and those who put their trust in Him, the repentant and 
those who clean themselves, the truthful and those who do things in excellence. 
When he knows that Allah loves all those who obey Him and does not love those 
who are unjust and those who disbelieve, those who betray their trusts and 
transgress and those who are vain and arrogant, it is incumbent on him to obey His 
commands and do what He loves and is pleased with of speech and deeds. He should 
love His Words, His Messenger and his Sunnah [practice of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him)], and strive in following them, in order to attain 
Allah’s love. In Surah Aal-‘Imran, Allah says: 
 

	
289 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:187] 
29055   - 57 /ص ملاعلا كلملا میحرلا حتف   Opening of Ar Raheem Al Malik Al ‘Alaam 

{	 {	
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“Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to mankind]: "If you (really) 
love Allah then follow me (i.e. accept Islamic Monotheism, follow the Qur’an and the 

Sunnah), Allah will love you and forgive you of your sins. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful."291 

 
 
We ask Allah with the following supplication that is narrated by the Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him): 
 

ّبحُ ىَلإِ بُرَِّقُی لٍمَعَ َّبحُوَ كَُّبحُِی نْمَ  كَِ َّبحُوَ كََّبحُ كَُلَأسَْأ  
 

“I ask You for Your love and to love whoever loves You and to love deeds which will 
bring me closer to Your love.”292 

	
291 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:31] 
292 At-Tirmidhi, Book 47, no. 3543 
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AL-BARR ( ربلا ): The Most Kind 
 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - B A R R  has been 
mentioned once in the Qur’an. In Surah At-Tur, Allah says: 
 

 
 

"Verily, We used to invoke Him (Alone and none else) before. Verily, He is Al-Barr (the Most 
Subtle, Kind, Courteous, and Generous), the Most Merciful."293 

 
 
Al-Barr is the One Who encompasses all His creation with His kindness, favors and 
generosity. He is the guardian of blessings, vast in giving, and constant in goodness. 
He will never cease to be described with kindness and generosity. There is no 

	
293 Surah At-Tur [52:28] 
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measure to His giving, kindness, and generosity, for He is the Owner of vast 
generosity, constant giving, and much bestowal. 
 
 
ALLAH’S BIRR TOWARDS HIS SLAVES IS OF TWO 

TYPES: GENERAL AND SPECIAL. 
 

NO. 01 General Birr 
This includes all of creation. There is no person except Allah’s favors 
have been extended for him and His goodness has poured over him. In 
Surah Al-Isra’, Allah says: 

 

 
 

“And indeed We have honored the Children of Adam, and We have carried them on land and 
sea, and have provided them with At-Tayibaat (lawful good things), and have preferred them 

above many of those whom We have created with a marked preference.”294 
 
 
This honor includes creating the human in a beautiful form, stature, and image. 
Allah granted him hearing, sight, and a heart. He made him walk upright on two 
feet, eating with his hands, unlike other animals who walk on four and eat with their 
mouths. The human being has been singled out with having different types of food, 
drinks and garments to choose from, and all that He has honored them with. 
 
NO. 02 Special Birr 

This is His guidance to whomsoever He wills to the upright Religion 
and the obedience of the Lord of the ‘Alamin (everything that exists). 
Allah says in Surah Al-Infitar: 

 

 
 

“Verily, the Abrar (pious and righteous) will be in delight”295 
	

294 Surah Al-Isra’ [17:70] 
295 Surah Al-Infitar [82:13] 
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This includes delight in their three abodes: In this world, in Al-Barzakh (i.e. the life 
of the grave), and on the Day of Judgement. 
  
Of His Birr towards His believing slaves is wanting ease for them and not wanting 
hardship for them. He accepts the little of their good deeds and rewards them 
abundantly for it. He pardons many of their sins and does not take them into 
account for all their mistakes. He recompenses the good deed with ten of its like and 
multiplies it for whomsoever He wills. He does not recompense the evil deed except 
with one of its like. He records their desire to perform a good deed as one good deed 
and He does not record their desire to commit a sin with a sin. 
 

یلع الله ىلص bَِّا لُوُسرَ لَاَق لَاَق َ،ةرَیْرَُھ يبَِأ نْعَ مَْلَف ةٍَنسَحَبِ َّمھَ نْمَ" ملسو ھ

 فٍعْضِ ةَِئامِعِبْسَ ىَلإِ ارًشْعَُ ھَل تَْبتُِك اھََلمَِعَف ةٍَنسَحَبِ َّمھَ نْمَوًَ ةَنسَحَُ ھَل تَْبتُِك اھَلْمَعَْی

"تَْبتُِك اھََلمِعَ نْإِوَ بَْتكُْت مَْل اھَلْمَ ّیسَبِ َّمھَ نْمَوَ عَْی مَْلَف ةٍَئِ  
 

It is narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: He who intended to do good, but did 
not do it, one good was recorded for him, and he who intended to do good and also 
did it, ten to seven hundred good deeds were recorded for him. And he who 
intended evil, but did not commit it, no entry was made against his name, but if he 
committed that, it was recorded.296 
  
From His Birr towards His slaves is opening the doors of repentance and returning 
to Him, no matter how great or many their sins may be. In Surah Az-Zumar, Allah 
says: 
 

 
 

“Say: 'O 'Ibadi (My slaves) who have transgressed against themselves (by committing evil 
deeds and sins)! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah, verily Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is 

Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.'”297 
 

	
296 Sahih Muslim no. 130 
297 Surah Az-Zumar [39:53] 
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From His Birr towards them is dealing with them with pardon, concealing their sins, 
and overlooking their mistakes. 
 

" bََّا َّنإِ ھِیَْلعَ عُضََیَف نَمِؤْمُلْا ينِدُْی bَِّا لَوُسرَ تُعْمِسَ لُوُقَی ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص 

.  ىَّتحَ بِّرَ ىَْأ مَْعَن لُوُقَیَف اَذكَ بَنَْذ فُرِعَْتَأ اَذكَ بَنَْذ فُرِعَْتَأ لُوُقَیَفُ هرُُتسَْیوَ ُ،ھَفَنكَ

ُّدلا يفِ كَیَْلعَ اھَُترَْتسَ لَاَق كََلھَُ ھَّن اَنَأوَ ،اَینْ َأ ھِسِفَْن يفِ ىَأرَوَ ھِبِوُنُذبُِ هرََّرَق اَذإِ

. مَوَْیلْا كََل اھَرُفِغَْأ  
 
Ibn `Umar (may Allah be pleased with them) said: "I heard Allah's Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) saying, 'Allah will bring a believer near Him 
and shelter him with His Screen and ask him: Did you commit such-and-such sins? 
He will say: Yes, my Lord. Allah will keep on asking him till he will confess all his 
sins and will think that he is ruined. Allah will say: 'I did screen your sins in the 
world and I forgive them for you today'”298 
 
 
When the slave sees this great kindness from His Master and Guardian, it will 
benefit him greatly. He would know the might of Allah in His decrees, His kindness 
in His concealment, His forbearance in His giving respite, His generosity in making 
it easy for the slave to repent and return to Him, and His favor in His forgiveness. 
This drives the slave to be pleased with His Master, be humble and submissive 
before Him, and fear Him and have hope in Him. 
 

Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “A person 
will know Allah’s Birr when he recognizes that Allah concealed 
him at the time he was committing the sin although He had 
perfect sight of him. Had He willed, He could have easily exposed 
him in front of His creation. This is from His Perfect Birr. And 
from His Names is Al-Barr. This Birr is from Allah’s perfect 
richness free of the slave, and the slave’s complete poorness 
towards Allah.”299 

 
What Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) mentioned is a matter which 
many of the repentant are heedless of. They are occupied with the greatness and 

	
298 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 2441 
299 Madaarij Al Salikeen (1/206 ( نیكلاسلا جرادم  
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abundance of sins they commit, being heedless to remember Allah’s vast kindness 
and great generosity. 
  
From Allah’s great Birr, despite His perfect richness, is being happy with the 
repentance of the repentant and the return of those who return to Him. 
 

bََّ ُ " ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص bَِّا لُوُسرَ لَاَق لَاَق  - ُ ھُّمعَ وَُھوَ  -  ،كٍلِامَ نُبْ سَُنَأ اَنَثَّدحَ

ٍ ةَلا َف ضِرَْأبِ ھِتَِلحِارَ ىَلعَ نَاكَ مُْكدِحََأ  نْمِ ھِیَْلإِ بُوُتَی نَیحِ هِدِبْعَ ةَِبوَْتبِ احًرََف ُّدشََأ

ّلظِ يفِ عَجَطَضْاَفً ةرَجَشَ ىَتَأَف اھَنْمِ سَیَِأَفُ ھُبارَشَوَُ ھمُاَعطَ اھَیَْلعَوَُ ھنْمِ تَْتَلَفنْاَف  دَْق اھَِ

َفُ هَدنْعًِ ةمَئِاَق اھَبِ وَُھ اَذإِ كَلَِذكَ وَُھ اَنیَْبَف ھِتَِلحِارَ نْمِ سَیَِأ نْمِ لَاَق َّمُث اھَمِاطَخِبَِ ذخََأ

ِ"حرََفلْا ةَِّدشِ نْمَِ أطَخَْأ .كَُّبرَ اَنَأوَ يدِبْعَ تَنَْأ َّمھَُّللاِ حرََفلْا   ةَِّدشِ

 

 

Anas ibn Maalik (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that Allah's Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Allah is more pleased with the 
repentance of a servant as he turns towards Him in repentance than this that one 
amongst you is upon the camel in a waterless desert and there is upon (that camel) 
his provision of food and drink also and it is lost by him, and he having lost all hope 
(to get that) lies down in the shadow and is disappointed about his camel and there 
he finds that camel standing before him. He takes hold of his nose string and then 
out of boundless joy says: O Lord, You are my servant and I am Your Lord. He 
commits this mistake out of extreme happiness.300 
 
 
What should be known here is that Allah, Al-Barr, loves the people of Birr (piety, 
righteousness and obedience); therefore, He brings their hearts closer to Him in 
accordance to how much they do of Birr (piety, righteousness and obedience). He 
loves these actions and rewards them with guidance, success, and elevation in this 
world and the next. Al-Birr (piety, righteousness and obedience) is essentially 
vastness in performing good deeds. In Surah Al-Baqarah, Allah says: 
 

 

	
300 Sahih Muslim no. 2747 
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“It is not Al-Birr (piety, righteousness, and each and every act of obedience to Allah, etc.) 
that you turn your faces towards east and (or) west (in prayers); but Al-Birr is (the quality 
of) the one who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the Angels, the Book, the Prophets and gives 

his wealth, in spite of love for it, to the kinsfolk, to the orphans, and to Al-Masakin (the 
poor), and to the wayfarer, and to those who ask, and to set slaves free, performs As-Salat 
(Iqamat-as-Salat), and gives the Zakat, and who fulfill their covenant when they make it, 

and who are As-Sabirin (the patient ones, etc.) in extreme poverty and ailment (disease) and 
at the time of fighting (during the battles). Such are the people of the truth and they are Al-

Muttaqun.”301 
 
 
In Surah Aal-‘Imran, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“By no means shall you attain Al-Birr [piety, righteousness, etc. (here, it means Allah's 
Reward, i.e. Paradise)], unless you spend (in Allah's Cause) of that which you love; and 

whatever of good you spend, Allah knows it well.”302 
 
 

	
301 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:177] 
302 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:92] 
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Qatadah (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “You will not attain the Birr of your 
Lord until you spend from what you like and are inclined to from your wealth.”303 
 
May Allah grant us from His Favor, Birr, and Generosity what we do not expect, 
verily He is All-Hearing, All-Responding. 

	
303 Tafsir Ibn Jarir Taabari (3/666) 



C H A P T E R  4 1   P A G E  1 8 9  

 
 
 
 
 

C H A P T E R 
 

4 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AR-RA‘UF ( فوؤرلا ): 
The Most Compassionate 

 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A R - R A ’ U F  has been 
mentioned ten times in the Qur’an. Ibn Jarir (may Allah have mercy on him) 
mentioned: “Compassion ( ةفأرلا ) is the pinnacle of mercy and is inclusive of all the 
creation in this life and a few in the next life”.304 In the Hereafter, it is only for His 
special believing slaves and those who have Taqwa (piety/fear). 
 
A beneficial principle which scholars have noted in the study of the Beautiful Names 
of Allah is that ending verses with the Beautiful Names of Allah indicates that the 
ruling mentioned in the verse has a connection with the Names the verse ends with. 
Reflecting upon that is from the greatest ways which help a slave understand the 
Names of Allah. 

	
304 Tafsir Taabari (2/254) 
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What follows are the positions which mention this Name in the Qur’an, as well as a 
note on its meanings in accordance to the context of the verses: 
 
NO. 01 In Surah Al-Baqarah, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And Allah would never make your faith (prayers) to be lost (i.e. your prayers offered 
towards Jerusalem). Truly, Allah is Full of Kindness, the Most Merciful towards mankind.”305 
 
  
MEANING:  

It is not possible for Allah, nor befitting for Him to allow your faith to waste 
away, and this is from Allah’s perfect compassion and mercy with them. This 
is a great glad-tiding to those whom Allah favored with Islam and faith; that 
He will protect their faith for them. He will protect it from loss and 
annulment. He will perfect it for them and guide them to what increases their 
faith and perfect their certainty by it. For just as He initiated their guidance 
to faith, He will protect it for them and perfect it for them, out of His 
compassion, mercy, and favor upon them. 

 
 
NO. 02 In Surah Al-Baqarah, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And of mankind is he who would sell himself, seeking the Pleasure of Allah. And Allah is 
Full of Kindness to (His) slaves.”306 

 
  

	
305 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:143] 
306 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:207] 
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These are the successful ones from His slaves who sold themselves and strove seeking 
His pleasure and hoping for His reward.  From His compassion and mercy with 
them, He guided them to that and promised them a great reward and a good 
destination as a result. It cannot be described what an honor and great reward they 
will have attained because of what they presented to their Rabb Who is Ra’uf and 
Raheem.   
  
NO. 03 In Surah Aal-‘Imran, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“On the Day when every person will be confronted with all the good he has done, and all the 
evil he has done, he will wish that there were a great distance between him and his evil. And 
Allah warns you against Himself (His Punishment) and Allah is Full of Kindness to the (His) 

slaves.”307 
 
 
Although Allah’s punishment is severe and His warnings are great, He is 
compassionate towards His slaves. Out of His compassion, He frightens His slaves 
and deters them from deviation and corruption in order for them to be saved from 
its consequences. Out of His compassion and mercy, He has made the path of 
attaining goodness and high ranks easy for His slaves, and out of His compassion 
and mercy, He warned His slaves of the paths which lead them to evil. 
  
NO. 04 In Surah At-Tawbah, Allah says: 
 

	
307 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:30] 
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“Allah has forgiven the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), the Muhajirun 
(Muslim emigrants who left their homes and came to Al-Madinah) and the Ansar (Muslims 
of Al-Madinah) who followed him [Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] 
in the time of distress (Tabuk expedition, etc.) after the hearts of a party of them had nearly 
deviated (from the Right Path), but He accepted their repentance. Certainly, He is unto them 

Full of Kindness, Most Merciful.”308 
 
 
Out of Allah’s compassion with them, He favored them with repentance and guided 
them to it, then accepted it from them and kept them firm upon it. Had it not been 
for His compassion and mercy on them, they would not have attained any of that. 
  
NO. 05 In Surah An-Nahl, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“He has created man from Nutfah (mixed drops of male and female sexual discharge), then 
behold, this same (man) becomes an open opponent.”309 

 

 
 

“And the cattle, He has created them for you; in them there is warmth (warm clothing) and 
numerous benefits, and of them you eat.”310 

 
 

	
308 Surah At-Tawbah [9:117] 
309 Surah An-Nahl [16:4] 
310 Surah An-Nahl [16:5] 
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“And wherein is beauty for you, when you bring them home in the evening, and as you lead 
them forth to pasture in the morning.”311 

 

 
 

“And they carry your loads to a land that you could not reach except with great trouble to 
yourselves. Truly, your Lord is Full of Kindness, Most Merciful.”312 

 
 
From Allah’s compassion with humans is that He subjected the cattle for their 
benefit. He made it a source of warmth. They make clothing from its fur and hair 
and derive other numerous benefits including eating them.  He subjected them to 
carry their loads to distant countries and lands they could not reach on their own. 
All that is out of His compassion and mercy. 
  
We should remember the compassion, mercy and favor of Allah on us in times when 
He subjects modern means of transportation for us which are fast and comfortable 
to ride and travel in and beautiful in appearance. in movement. They make the way 
easy and the path smooth and are fitted with all the means of comfort thereby 
transporting people from place to place and country to country without difficulty 
and tiredness. Therefore, to Allah belongs all praise. 
 
NO. 06 In Surah An-Nahl, Allah says: 
 

 
 

	
311 Surah An-Nahl [16:6] 
312 Surah An-Nahl [16:7] 
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“Do then those who devise evil plots feel secure that Allah will not sink them into the earth, 
or that the torment will not seize them from directions they perceive not?”313 

 

 
 

“Or that He may catch them in the midst of their going to and from (in their jobs), so that 
there be no escape for them (from Allah's Punishment)?”314 

 

 
 

“Or that He may catch them with gradual wasting (of their wealth and health). Truly! Your 
Lord is indeed Full of Kindness, Most Merciful?”315 

 
 

From Allah’s compassion is that He does not hasten the 
punishment for those who sin. On the contrary, He gives them 
time, grants them well-being, and provides for them, whilst they 
harm themselves and His special believing slaves. He opens the 
doors of repentance for them and invites them to give up their 
evil deeds and ways. 

  
 In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says: 

 

 
 

“See you not that Allah has subjected to you (mankind) all that is on the earth, and the ships 
that sail through the sea by His Command? He withholds the heaven from falling on the 

earth except by His Leave. Verily, Allah is, for mankind, Full of Kindness, Most Merciful.”316 

	
313 Surah An-Nahl [16:45] 
314 Surah An-Nahl [16:46] 
315 Surah An-Nahl [16:47] 
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It is from His compassion and mercy towards His slaves to subject the earth and all 
that’s in it from animals, plants and objects. He subjects the ships to sail in the sea 
by His command. They carry people and their belongings from one place to another. 
He holds the sky from falling onto the earth and destroying what is on it. 
  
NO. 07 In Surah An-Noor, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And had it not been for the Grace of Allah and His Mercy on you, (Allah would have 
hastened the punishment upon you). And that Allah is Full of Kindness, Most Merciful.”317 

 
 
Allah mentioned this after making His great rulings and admonitions clear. This 
shows us that this beneficial clarification and legislation is out of Allah’s compassion 
and mercy towards His slaves. 
  
NO. 08 In Surah Al-Hadid, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“It is He Who sends down manifest Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, 
etc.) to His slave [Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] that He may bring 

you out from darkness into light. And verily, Allah is to you Full of Kindness, Most 
Merciful.”318 

 
 
It is Allah’s greatest blessing and favor to have sent down clear verses and proofs 
upon the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). It guides the people of 
intellect to the correctness of all that it is has come with, and that it is the truth and 
ultimate certainty. Allah takes whomsoever He wills from amongst His slaves from 
darkness into light through sending Messengers and what He revealed upon them of 

	
316 Surah Al-Hajj [22:65] 
317 Surah An-Noor [24:20] 
318 Surah Al-Hadid [57:9] 
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verses and wisdom. This is from Allah’s compassion and mercy with His special 
believing slaves and chosen ones. 
  
NO. 09 In Surah Al-Hashr, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And those who came after them say: "Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have 
preceded us in Faith and put not in our hearts any hatred against those who have believed. 

Our Lord! You are indeed Full of Kindness, Most Merciful.”319 
 
 
This is out of Allah’s mercy and compassion with His believing slaves, that He 
bound them through faith, religion, and Taqwa (piety/fear) and made the latter of 
them love the former of them, thus invoking for them for every good. 

	
319 Surah Al-Hashr [59:10] 
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AL-HASEEB ( بیسحلا ): The Reckoner 

AL-KAAFI ( يفاكلا ): The Sufficient 
 
 
 
 
 

A L L A H  S A Y S  in Surah An-Nisaa’: 
 

 
 

“and Allah is All-Sufficient in taking account.”320 
 
 
In Surah Az-Zumar, Allah says: 
 

 
	

320 Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:6] 
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“Is not Allah Sufficient for His slave? Yet they try to frighten you with those (whom they 
worship) besides Him! And whom Allah sends astray, for him there will be no guide.”321 

 
 
Al-Haseeb is the One Who suffices His slaves from all that worries them in their 
worldly and religious affairs. He is the One Who makes easy all that they need and 
removes all that they hate. 
 
Al-Haseeb is the One Who protects all the deeds of His slaves; He enumerates and 
knows them whilst they forget them. He distinguishes the righteous deed from the 
corrupt deed, the good deed from the evil deed, and He knows what they deserve of 
recompense and the exact amount of reward or punishment. 
 
Al-Kaafi is the One in Whose Hands is the sufficiency for creation of all that 
concerns them. His sufficing them is divided into both general and special 
sufficiency: 
 
GENERAL:  

Allah has sufficed all of creation and has brought them into existence. He 
provides for them and prepares them for what they are created for. He 
prepares all the means which suffice, satisfy, and provide food and drink for 
His slaves. 

 
 
SPECIAL:  

Allah’s special sufficing is for those who put their trust in Him and rectify 
their affairs. In Surah At-Talaq, Allah says: 

 

 
 

“And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him.”322 
 
 

	
321 Surah Az-Zumar [39:36] 
322 Surah At-Talaq [65:3] 
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MEANING: 

This means that Allah will suffice him in all his worldly and religious affairs. 
If the slave trusts His Lord by completely and strongly putting his heart’s 
reliance on his Lord to attain all that is good for him and repel all that is 
harmful, and his trust and good expectations of His Lord become strong, he 
will attain complete sufficiency. Allah will perfect all his states and make his 
words and actions upright. He will suffice him from his worries and remove 
his distress. This is a great favor and bounty from Allah, and the Muslim 
should always remember to praise his Lord for sufficing him and show 
gratefulness for His favors and blessings.  

 
 
When the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) would retire to his 
bed, he would say: 
 

يَوِؤْمَُ لاوَُ ھَل يَفِاكََ لا نَّْممِ مْكَوَ اَناوَآوَ اَناَفكَوَ اَناَقسَوَ اَنمََعطَْأ يذَِّلا bُِِ دمْحَلْا

 

 

Al-ḥamdulillaahi alladhi aṭ’amanaa wa saqaanaa wa kafaanaa wa awaanaa, wakam 
mimman la kaafiya lahu wa la mu'wiy 
 

“All praise is due to Allah, Who has fed us and given us to drink, and has sufficed 
and granted us refuge, and how many are they who have none to suffice them and 
none to grant them refuge.”323 
 
 
The slave cannot be sufficient without his Lord even for a blink of an eye. He needs 
Allah to protect him, suffice him, keep him upright, and guide him. When he leaves 
his house, it is Sunnah for him to say: 
 

مِ لُجَُّرلا جَرَخَ اَذإِ ھِتِیَْب نْ "  لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص َّيبَِّنلا َّنَأ ،كٍلِامَ نِبْ سَِنَأ نْعَ

" تَیدُِھ ذٍئَِنیحِ لُاَقُی ."  لَاَق 4ِابِ َّلاإَِ ةَّوُقَ لاوَ لَوْ حََ لا  اللهِ ىَل عَ تُلَّْكوََت  اللهِ مِسْبِ لَاَقَف

َتَف تَیقِوُوَ تَیفُِكوَ دَْق لٍجُرَبِ كََل فَیْكَ رُخَآ نٌاطَیْشَُ ھَل لُوُقَیَف نُیطِاَیَّشلاُ ھَل ىَّحَنَت

". يَقِوُوَ يَفُِكوَ يَدُِھ  
 

	
323 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3396  
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Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “When a man goes out of his house and 
says: ‘In the Name of Allah, I trust in Allah; there is no might and no power but in 
Allah,’ the following will be said to him at that time: ‘You are guided, defended and 
protected.’ The devils will go far from him and another devil will say: ‘How can you 
deal with a man who has been guided, defended and protected?’”324 
 
MEANING:  

This means that the person has been guided to the true and correct path, 
sufficed from every worry in this world and the Hereafter, and protected from 
the evil of his enemies. 

 
 
The Qur'an indicates that fulfilling servitude to Allah and putting one’s trust in 
Him is a requirement for His believing slaves to attain His special sufficiency. In 
Surah At-Talaq, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him.”325 
 
 

 Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Reliance on 
Allah is of the strongest means by which the slave repels what he 
cannot endure of harm, injustice and enmity from the creation. 
For verily, Allah is Al-Haseeb, meaning He is sufficient for him, 
and whoever Allah is sufficient for, there is no hope for his 
enemies against him and they will not harm him except with 
harm he has to undergo, like heat, cold, hunger, and thirst. As for 
them harming him by intent, that will never happen.” 

 
Some of the righteous predecessors said: “Allah made for every action, a recompense 
of its same nature, and He made the reward for putting one’s trust in Him, that He 
will suffice him. He said: 
 

	
324 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 5095 and Al-Albani graded it Sahih 
325 Surah At-Talaq [65:3] 

{	

{	

{	
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“And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him.” 
 
 
And He did not say: “We will give him such-and-such reward” as is mentioned for 
other deeds. Rather, Allah made Himself sufficient for His slaves who put their trust 
in Him. Thus, if the slave trusts Allah with true reliance, and the heavens and the 
earth and all that is in them were to plot against him, Allah would make a way out 
for him and suffice and support him.”326 
 
The more a person thinks good of Allah, has great hope in what is with Him, and 
truthfully relies on Him, Allah will never let down his hopes in Him in the slightest. 
The slave should not lose hope in Allah’s sufficing him if he has taken the means, for 
indeed, Allah will accomplish his affair at the time He decreed for him. He said in 
Surah At-Talaq: 
 

 
 

“And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him. Verily, Allah will 
accomplish his purpose. Indeed, Allah has set a measure for all things.”327 

 
 
Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “When He mentioned His 
sufficiency for the one who puts his trust in Him, the person may understand that to 
mean the hastening of His sufficiency to the time the slave puts his trust in Him, so 
He ended with His statement: 
 

 
 

“Indeed, Allah has set a measure for all things” 

	
326 (767_766/2) (Badaa’ Al-Fawaid) دئاوفلا عئادب  
327 Surah At-Talaq [65:3] 
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This refers to the time in which He does not transgress; therefore, He delivers the 
slave to the time He estimated for him. The one who puts his trust in Allah should 
not be hasty and say: ‘I put my trust and supplicated, and I do not see anything, and 
I am not being sufficed’, for Allah will accomplish his affair at the time He decreed 
for him.” 
 
In situations like this, there are many of those (i.e. who are not patient) who lower 
themselves by submitting themselves to the creation, show humility to them, and 
break down before them, in order to attain some of their needs or wants, without 
caring that is at the expense of their religion and the pleasure of Allah. Thus, they 
lose out on the sufficiency of Allah for His believing slaves. 
 
Whoever is occupied with Allah over himself, Allah will suffice all his needs. 
Whoever is occupied with Allah over the people, Allah will suffice all his needs 
related to people. Whoever is occupied with himself over Allah, Allah will entrust 
him to Himself. Whoever is occupied with people over Allah, Allah will entrust him 
to the people. 
 
 

 ينِیصِوُت اًباَتكِ َّىَلإِ يبُِتكْا نَِأ اھنع الله ىضر نَینِمِؤْمُلْا مُِّأَ ةشَئِاعَ ىَلإُِ ةَیوِاَعمُ بََتكَ

.  اَّمَأ كَیَْلعَ مٌَلاسََ ةَیوِاَعمُ ىَلإِ اھنع الله ىضرُ ةشَئِاعَ تَْبَتكََف  َّىَلعَ يرِثِكُْتَ لاوَ ھِیفِ

اللهِ ءَاضَرِ سَمََتلْا نِمَ  لُوُقَی ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص  " اللهِ لَوُسرَ تُعْمِسَ يّنِِإَف ُ دعَْب

ُاللهُ ھَلكَوَ  اللهِ طِخَسَبِ سِاَّنلا ءَاضَرِ  سَمََتلْا نِمَوَ سِاَّنلاَ ةَنؤْمُ   ُاللهُ هاَفكَ سِاَّنلا طِخَسَبِ

. كَیَْلعَ مَُلاَّسلاوَ  ". سِاَّنلا ىَلإِ  
 

Mu'awiyah (may Allah be pleased with him) wrote a letter to 'Aishah (may Allah be 
pleased with her) that (said): “Write a letter to advise me, and do not overburden 
me.”  So 'Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) wrote to Mu'awiyah: “Peace be 
upon you. As for what follows: Indeed, I heard the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) saying: ‘Whoever seeks Allah’s pleasure by the 
people’s wrath, Allah will suffice him from the people. And who ever seeks the 
people’s pleasure by Allah’s wrath, Allah will entrust him to the people. And peace 
be upon you.’”328 
 

	
328 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 2414 
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What grants a person safety in this regard is to not make this world the greatest 
objective of his knowledge or the biggest of his concerns. 
 

لُوُقَی ـ ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص ـ ،مُْكَّیبَِن تُعْمِسَ  " مَومُھُلْا لََعجَ نْمَ اللهُِ دبْعَ لَاَق لَاَق

اوَحَْأ يفِ مُومُھُلْا ھِبِ تَْبَّعشََت نْمَوَُ هاَینُْد َّمھَ  مَْل اَینُّْدلا لِ ُاللهُ هاَفكَ دِاَعمَلْا َّمھَ ا ًدحِاوَ اqمھَ

" كََلھَ ھِتَِیدِوَْأ ىَِّأ يفِ  ُالله لِاَبُی  
 

'Abdullah said: “I heard your Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
say: ‘Whoever focuses all his concerns on one thing, the Hereafter, Allah will relieve 
him of worldly concerns, but whoever has disparate concerns scattered among a 
number of worldly issues, Allah will not care in which of its valleys he died.’”329 
 
 
Ibn 'Aun said: “When the people of goodness would meet, they would advise each 
other with three matters, and when they were absent, they would write to each 
other these three matters: 
 

NO. 01 Whoever works for his Hereafter, Allah will suffice him in his worldly 
life. 

 
NO. 02 Whoever rectifies what is between him and Allah, Allah will suffice him 

from the people. 
 
NO. 03 Whoever rectifies his inner state, Allah will rectify his outer state.”330 
 

	
329 Sunan Ibn Majah, no. 3330, and Al-Albani authenticated as Sahih  
330 (38/26) (Tahdheeb Al-Kamaal) لامكلا بیذھت  
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AL-KAFEEL ( لیفكلا ): The Guarantor 

AL-WAKEEL ( لیكولا ): The Trustee 
 
 
 
 
 

I N  S U R A H  A N - N A H L ,  Allah says: 
 

 

 
 

“and break not the oaths after you have confirmed them, and indeed you have appointed 
Allah your surety.”331 

 
 
 

	
331 Surah An-Nahl [16:91] 
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In Surah Aal-‘Imran, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“But it (only) increased them in Faith, and they said: ‘Allah (Alone) is Sufficient for us, and 
He is the Best Manager of affairs (for us).’”332 

 
 
Al-Kafeel is the One Who is in charge of the affairs of the creation. He is the One 
Who guarantees their nourishment and provision. Some said: “Meaning, a Witness,” 
others said: “Meaning, a Protector” and others said: “Meaning, a Guarantor.” 
 
Whoever is truthful with Allah and is pleased with Allah as his Kafeel, Allah will 
help him in fulfilling his duties and make his affairs easy in ways he could never 
imagine. 
 
 

" رَكََذُ ھَّنَأ اللهِ لِوُسرَ نْعَ ـ ھنع الله ى ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص  ضر ـَ ةرَیْرَُھ يبَِأ نْعَ

 ينِتِْئا لَاَقَف ،رٍاَنیدِ فَلَْأُ ھَفلِسُْی نَْأ لَیئِارَسْإِ ينَِب ضَعَْب لََأسَ لَیئِارَسْإِ ينَِب نْمًِ لاجُرَ

 . ًلایفِكَ  4ِابِ ىَفكَ  لَاَق  . لِیفِكَلْابِ ينِتِْأَف لَاَق  . اًدیھِشَ  4ِابِ ى َفكَ لَاَق َف  . مُْھُدھِشُْأ ءِاَدھَُّشلابِ

.  َّمُث ُ،ھَتجَاحَ ىضََقَف ،رِحَْبلْا يفِ جَرَخََف ،ىqمسَمُ لٍجََأ ىَلإِ ھِیَْلإِ اھََعَفَدَف تَقَْدصَ لَاَق

شَخََ ذخََأَف ،اًبكَرْمَ دْجَِی مَْلَف ُ،ھَلَّجَأ يذَِّلا لِجََلألِ ھِ ً،ةَب یَْلعَ مَُدقَْی ،اھَُبكَرَْی اًبكَرْمَ سَمََتلْا

 َّمُث ،اھََعضِوْمَ جََّجزَ َّمُث ،ھِبِحِاصَ ىَلإُِ ھنْمًِ ةَفیحِصَوَ ،رٍاَنیدِ فَلَْأ اھَیفِ لَخَدَْأَف اھَرََقَنَف

ّنَأ  ينَِلَأسََف ،رٍاَنیدِ فَلَْأ اًنَلاُف تُفَّْلسََت تُنُْك يِ مَُلعَْت كََّنإِ َّمھَُّللا لَاَقَف ،رِحَْبلْا ىَلإِ اھَبِ ىَتَأ 

4ِابِ ىَفكَ تُلُْقَف ،اًدیھِشَ ،اًدیھِشَ  4ِابِ ىَفكَ تُلُْقَف ً،لای ينَِلَأسَوَ ،كَبِ يَضِرََف ً،لایفِكَ  فِكَ

ّنإِوَ ،رْدِقَْأ مَْلَفُ ھَل يذِ ّنَأوَ ،كَبِ يَضِرََف يِ َّلا ھِیَْلإِ ثَُعبَْأ ،اًبكَرْمََ دجَِأ نَْأ تُدْھَجَ يِ

اھَبِ ىمَرََف  كَلَِذ يفِ وَھْوَ ،فَرَصَنْا َّمُث ،ھِیفِ تْجََلوَ ىَّتحَ رِحَْبلْا يفِ  . اھَكَُعدِوَْتسَْأ

كَرْمَ َّلَعَل رُُظنَْی ُ،ھَفَلسَْأ نَاكَ يذَِّلا لُجَُّرلا جَرَخََف ،هِدَِلَب ىَلإِ جُرُخَْی ،اًبكَرْمَ سُمَِتلَْی اًب

	
332 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:173] 
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َ دجَوَ اھَرَشََن اَّمَلَف ،اًبطَحَ ھِلِھَْلأ اھََذخََأَف ،لُا مَلْا اھَیفِ يتَِّلا ةَِبشَخَلْابِ اَذِإَف ،ھِلِامَبِ ءَاجَ دَْق

اللهِوَ لَاَقَف ،رٍاَنیدِ فِلْ تُلْزِ امَ  لا مَدَِق َّمُث َ،ةَفیحَِّصلاوَ لَامَلْا
َلأابِ ىَتَأَف ُ،ھَفَلسَْأ نَاكَ يذَِّ

.  لَاَق ھِیفِ تُیَْتَأ يذَِّلا لَبَْق رْمَ بَِلطَ يفِ اًد اًبكَرْمَ تُدْجَوَ امََف ،كَلِامَبِ كََیتِلآ بٍكَ ھِاجَ

.  لَاَق ّنَأ كَرُبِخُْأ لَاَق ءٍىْشَبِ َّىَلإِ تَْثَعَب تَنُْك لْھَ ھِیفِ تُْئجِ يذَِّلا لَبَْق اًبكَرْمَ دْجَِأ مَْل يِ

". اًدشِارَ رِا ّدلا فِلَْلأابِ فْرِصَنْاَف ةَِبشَخَلْا يفِ تَْثَع َنیِ َب يذَِّلا كَنْ عَ ىَّدَأ دَْق  اللهَ َّنِإَف  
 

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “A man from Banu Israel asked another 
man from Banu Israel to lend him one thousand dinars. The second man required 
witnesses. The former replied: ‘Allah is sufficient as a witness.’ The second said: ‘I 
want a surety.’ The former replied: ‘Allah is sufficient as a surety.’ The second said: 
‘You are right,’ and lent him the money for a certain period. The debtor went across 
the sea. When he finished his job, he searched for a conveyance so that he might 
reach in time for the repayment of the debt, but he could not find any. So, he took a 
piece of wood and made a hole in it, inserted in it one thousand dinars and a letter 
to the lender and then closed (i.e. sealed) the hole tightly. He took the piece of wood 
to the sea and said: ‘O Allah! You know well that I took a loan of one thousand 
dinars from so-and-so. He demanded a surety from me but I told him that Allah's 
Guarantee was sufficient and he accepted Your guarantee. He then asked for a 
witness and I told him that Allah was sufficient as a Witness, and he accepted You 
as a Witness. No doubt, I tried hard to find a conveyance so that I could pay his 
money but could not find one, so I hand this money over to You.’ Saying that, he 
threw the piece of wood into the sea (water) till it went out far into it (the sea), and 
then he went away. Meanwhile he started searching for a conveyance in order to 
reach the creditor's country. One day the lender came out of his house to see 
whether a ship had arrived bringing his money, and surprisingly, he saw the piece of 
wood in which his money had been deposited. He took it home to use for fire. When 
he sawed it, he found his money and the letter inside it. Shortly after that, the 
debtor came bringing one thousand dinars to him and said: ‘By Allah, I had been 
trying hard to get a boat so that I could bring you your money but failed to get one 
before the one I have come by.’ The lender asked: ‘Have you sent something to me?’ 
The debtor replied: ‘I have told you I could not get a boat other than the one I have 
come by.’ The lender said: ‘Allah has delivered on your behalf the money you sent in 
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the piece of wood. So, you may keep your one thousand dinars and depart guided on 
the right path.’”333 
 
 
Al-Wakeel is the One Who is sufficient for all and a guarantor for all, and it is 
divided into general and special trusteeship: 
 
GENERAL:  

This is indicated by Allah’s statement in Surah Al-An'am: 
 

 
 

“and He is the Wakeel (Trustee, Manager of affairs, Guardian, etc.) over all things.”334 
 
MEANING: 

The One Who guarantees the provision of all creation and Who stands in 
charge of overseeing and managing their affairs.  

 
 
SPECIAL:  

This is indicated by Allah’s statement in Surah An-Nisaa’: 
 

 
 

“and put your trust in Allah. And Allah is Ever All-Sufficient as a Manager of affairs.”335 
 
 
In Surah Aal-‘Imran, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“and they said: ‘Allah (Alone) is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Manager of affairs (for 
us).’”336 

	
333 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 2291 
334 Surah Al-An'am [6:102] 
335 Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:81]: 

{	

{	

{	
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MEANING: 

How excellent is His sufficing for those who resort to Him, and His 
protection for those who hold firmly onto Him; and this is particularly for 
His believing slaves who put their trust in Him.   

 
 
Ash-Shinqitee said: “Al-Wakeel is the One in Whom trust is put, so all affairs are 
entrusted to Him to bring goodness and repel harm, and this does not fit anyone 
except Allah. Therefore, He warned against taking a Wakeel besides Him because 
there is no one who causes benefit and harm and no one who suffices except Allah 
Alone. In Him we trust; He is Sufficient for us and He is the best of Trustees.”337 
 
Allah commanded His slaves to put their trust in Him Alone and He made it a sign 
of faith, as He says in Surah Al-Muzzammil: 
 

 
 

“(He Alone is) the Lord of the east and the west, La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be 
worshipped but He). So take Him Alone as Wakeel (Manager of your affairs).”338 

 
 
In Surah Al-Maa’idah, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“and put your trust in Allah if you are believers indeed.”339 
 
He promised a great reward and good abode for those who put their trust in Him 
and warned those who put their trust in those besides Him. In Surah Ash-Shura, 
Allah says: 
 
 

	
336 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:173]: 
337 (404_403/3) (Adhwaa’ Al-Bayaan) نایبلا ءاوضأ  
338 Surah Al-Muzzammil [73:9] 
339 Surah Al-Maa’idah [5:23] 

{	
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“but that which is with Allah (Paradise) is better and more lasting for those who believe (in 
the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism) and put their trust in their Lord (concerning all 

of their affairs).”340 
 
 
And in Surah Al-Isra’, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Take not other than Me as (your) Wakeel (Protector, Lord, or Manager of your affairs, 
etc).”341 

 
 
Putting one’s reliance on Allah Alone, entrusting one’s affairs to Him, and relying 
on Him to bring blessings and repel harm is a great pillar of this religion and an 
important obligation which requires sincerity. It is of the most comprehensive types 
of worships and most important because of what it produces of good deeds and a 
great deal of obedience. If the heart depends on Allah in one’s religious and worldly 
affairs with trust that He is Al-Kafeel, Al-Wakeel and there is no partner with Him, 
the sincerity of the person will be correct, his dealings with Allah will become 
stronger, his Islam will be good, his certainty will increase, and all his affairs will be 
rectified. 
 
Tawakkul (reliance on Allah) is the basis of all the pillars of the religion, and its 
position is like the position of the body to the head. The head cannot stand except 
on the body; similarly, faith and its pillars and actions cannot stand except on the 
driving force of Tawakkul (reliance on Allah). 
 
The reality of Tawakkul (reliance on Allah) is an action of the heart. It is a worship 
which consists of relying on Allah, trusting Him, resorting to Him, and being 
pleased with what He decrees. The slave is aware of Allah’s sufficiency and what He 
chooses for His slave is the best if one entrusts his affairs to Him, whilst taking the 
means he is commanded. 

	
340 Surah Ash-Shura [42:36] 
341 Surah Al-Isra’ [17:2] 
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TAWAKKUL (RELIANCE ON ALLAH) IS BASED ON TWO 

THINGS: 

 
NO. 01 Putting the heart’s reliance on Allah Alone without partners 
 
NO. 02 Taking the means prescribed for him to take without transgressing by 

taking means which are not commanded, or treading a path which is 
not legislated 

 
These two foundations have been coupled together in many texts in the Qur'an, such 
as in Surah Al-Fatihah: 
 

 
 

“You (Alone) we worship, and you (Alone) we ask for help (for each and everything).”342 
 
 
Tawakkul (reliance on Allah) is the companion of the truthful believer in all his 
religious and worldly matters. It accompanies him in his prayer, fasting, Hajj and 
good deeds; and it accompanies him in seeking provision and what is permissible for 
him.  
 
 
TAWAKKUL (RELIANCE ON ALLAH) IS OF TWO TYPES: 
 
NO. 01 Reliance on Him in fulfilling the needs of the slave and his worldly 

portion or repelling harm and calamity 
 

NO. 02 Reliance on Him in performing what He loves and is pleased with of 
faith and all good deeds 

 
We ask Allah to grant us true reliance on Him. 
 

	
342 Surah Al-Fatihah [1:5] 



C H A P T E R  4 4   P A G E  2 1 1  

 
 
 
 
 

C H A P T E R 
 

4 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AL-GHAALIB ( بلاغلا ): The Defeater 

AN-NASEER ( ریصنلا ):  
The Victor, The Supporter 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - G H A A L I B  is 
mentioned once in the Qur'an.  In Surah Yusuf, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And Allah has full power and control over His Affairs, but most of men know not.”343 
 
 
Allah’s Name An-Naseer is mentioned in four places in the Qur'an, for example in 
Surah Al-Anfal, Allah says: 

	
343 Surah Yusuf [12:21] 
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“And if they turn away, then know that Allah is your Mawla (Patron, Lord, Protector and 
Supporter, etc.), (what) an Excellent Mawla, and (what) an Excellent Helper!”344 

 
 
Allah, Al-Ghaalib is the One Who does whatever He wills; nothing can defeat Him, 
none can reject His judgement, and none can push away or prevent what He decrees. 
 

Al-Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “It is incumbent 
upon every responsible adult to know that Allah is Al-Ghaalib 
without restriction. Therefore, whoever holds onto Him is 
victorious even if everything on the earth is against him”. Allah 
says in Surah Al-Mujadalah: 

 

 
 

“Allah has decreed: ‘Verily! It is I and My Messengers who shall be the victorious.’ Verily, 
Allah is All-Powerful, All-Mighty.”345 

 
 
Whoever turns away from Allah and holds onto other than Him is defeated and 
within the stronghold of the Shaytan.”346 
 
An-Naseer is the One Who is in charge of granting victory to His believing slaves by 
supporting and defending them. Victory cannot be attained except by Him and His 
favor. Thus, the victorious are those to whom Allah grants victory. Allah says in 
Surah Aal-‘Imran: 
 

  
 

“And there is no victory except from Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.”347 
	

344 Surah Al-Anfal [8:40] 
345 Surah Al-Mujadalah [58:21] 
346 (219/1) (Al Asnaa’ fi Sharh Asmaa’ Allah Al-Husna) ىنسحلا الله ءامسأ حرش يف ىنسلأا  

{	 {	
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In many places in the Qur'an, Allah mentions His favor upon His Messengers and 
believing slaves; of granting them victory and support. In Surah Ghafir, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe (in the 
Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism) in this world’s life and on the Day when the 

witnesses will stand forth (i.e. the Day of Resurrection).”348 
 
 
He mentioned that they do not seek victory except from Him and they do not resort 
to anyone to attain it except Him. For example, in the supplication of Nuh [Noah 
(peace be upon him)] in Surah Al-Mu’minoon, Allah mentions what Nuh entreated 
Him: 
 

 
 

“[Nuh (peace be upon him)] said: ‘O my Lord! Help me because they deny me.’”349 
 
 
Allah mentions that the disbelievers have no supporters. In Surah Aal-‘Imran, Allah 
says: 
 

 
 

“As to those who disbelieve, I will punish them with a severe torment in this world and in the 
Hereafter, and they will have no helpers.”350 

	
347 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:126] 
348 Surah Ghafir [40:51] 
349 Surah Al-Mu’minoon [23:26] 
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The believers who establish faith inwardly and outwardly are granted victory and a 
good end in both this life and the Hereafter. For this reason, if the believers do not 
struggle against themselves to actualize faith and fulfill the prerequisites of victory 
over their enemies, they will not be supported; rather, their enemies will overpower 
them because of their sins and shortcomings. 
 
Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “When the 
disbelievers are triumphant, it is due to the sins of the Muslims which have led to 
shortcomings in their faith. If they repent by completing their faith, Allah will grant 
them victory, as He says in Surah Aal-‘Imran: 
 

 
 

“So do not become weak (against your enemy), nor be sad, and you will be superior (in 
victory) if you are indeed (true) believers.”351 

 

 
 

“(What is the matter with you?) When a single disaster smites you, although you smote (your 
enemies) with one twice as great, you say: ‘From where does this come to us?’ Say (to them): 
‘It is from yourselves (because of your evil deeds).’ And Allah has power over all things.”352 

 
 
Therefore, to be victorious over their outer enemies, the slaves should strive against 
their inner enemies; their own selves who command them to evil and the Shaytan. 
There is no victory for those who cannot be victorious over this enemy. 
 
Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said in explanation of the verse in 
Surah Al-'Ankabut: 

	
350 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:56] 
351 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:139] 
352 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:165] 
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“As for those who strive hard in Us (Our Cause), We will surely guide them to Our Paths 
(i.e. Allah's Religion - Islamic Monotheism). And verily, Allah is with the Muhsineen (good 

doers).”353 
 
 
“Allah linked guidance with struggling. Therefore, the most complete in guidance 
are those who struggle their utmost. The struggle that is prescribed is to struggle 
against oneself, against ones’ desires, against the Shaytan, and against this world. 
Allah will guide whoever struggles against these four matters to the paths of His 
pleasure which lead to Paradise.”354 
 
We ask Allah to rectify the state of the Muslims, to protect them from the evil of 
their enemies, to preserve the security and faith of the Muslims, to honor His 
religion and elevate His Word, and to help them against the disbelievers. Indeed, 
Allah is the Protector of those who turn to Him and He is Sufficient for those who 
hold onto Him; how great a Patron and how great a Helper! 
 

	
353 Surah Al-'Ankabut [29:69] 
354 (109) (Al-Fawaid) دئاوفلا  
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AL-'AZIZ ( زیزعلا ): The All-Mighty 

AL-JABBAAR ( رابجلا ):  
The Compeller, The Mender 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E S E  T W O  N A M E S  are mentioned together in Surah Al-
Hashr: 
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“He is Allah, Whom (La ilaha illa Huwa) there is none has the right to be worshipped but 
He, the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, the Watcher over 
His creatures, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (High is He) 

above all that they associate as partners with Him.”355 
 
 
The Name of Allah, Al-Jabbaar is found in this verse only, whilst the Name Al-'Aziz 
has been mentioned approximately one hundred times in the Qur'an. 
 
Al-'Aziz is the One to Whom belongs all the meanings of might and honor, as Allah 
says in Surah Yunus: 
 

 
 

“All power and honor belong to Allah”356 
 
 
THESE MEANINGS CAN BE DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS, 

ALL OF WHICH ARE AFFIRMED TO ALLAH UPON 

PERFECTION AND COMPLETION: 

 
FIRST MEANING:  
The Honour and Might of Power ( ةوقلا ةزع ) 
 

This is a great Attribute of Allah, which the power of the creation cannot match, no 
matter how strong they may be. Allah says in Surah Fussilat: 
 

 
 

	
355 Surah Al-Hashr [59:23] 
356 Surah Yunus [10:65] 
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“As for 'Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right, and they said: ‘Who is mightier 
than us in strength?’ See they not that Allah, Who created them was mightier in strength 

than them. And they used to deny Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, revelations, 
etc.)!”357 

 
 
In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“They have not estimated Allah His Rightful Estimate. Verily, Allah is All-Strong, All-
Mighty.”358 

 
 
SECOND MEANING:  
The Honor and Might of Resistance ( عانتملإا ةزع ) 
 

Allah is the Most Rich in His Essence; He is not in need of anyone. His slaves cannot 
harm Him or benefit Him. He is The Giver and The Withholder. He is far exalted 
from being defeated or overcome by anyone and He is sanctified from every 
imperfection and fault that does not suit His greatness and majesty. He is sanctified 
from everything that negates His perfection and from taking associates or partners. 
Allah says in Surah Saba’: 
 

 
 

“Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to these polytheists and 
pagans]: ‘Show me those whom you have joined to Him as partners. Nay (there are not at all 

any partners with Him)! But He is Allah (Alone), the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.’”359 
 
 
 
 

	
357 Surah Fussilat [41:15] 
358 Surah Al-Hajj [22:74] 
359 Surah Saba’ [34:27] 
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THIRD MEANING:  
The Honor and Might of Subjugation and Domination ( ةبلغلا و رھقلا ةزع ) 
 

Allah dominates and overpowers all of creation. They are all under Allah’s 
subjugation; humble before His greatness, submissive to His will. The forelocks of 
the creation are in His Hand; nothing can move except by His might, power, and 
permission. Whatever Allah wills happens and whatever He does not will does not 
happen, and there is no change of situation or power except with Him. In Surah 
Aal-‘Imran, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: ‘O Allah! Possessor of the 
kingdom, You give the kingdom to whom You will, and You take the kingdom from whom 

You will, and You endue with honor whom You will, and You humiliate whom You will. In 
Your Hand is the good. Verily, You are Able to do all things.’”360 

 

 
 

“You make the night to enter into the day, and You make the day to enter into the night (i.e. 
increase and decrease in the hours of the night and the day during winter and summer).You 

bring the living out of the dead, and You bring the dead out of the living. And You give 
wealth and sustenance to whom You will without limit (measure or account).”361 

 
 
From the impacts of belief in this Name is that the humility of the slave seeks Allah 
Alone. He does not resort except to Him, nor does he seek honor except from Him, 
and he does not seek protection except Allah’s protection. Allah says in Surah Fatir: 

	
360 Aal-‘Imran [3:26] 
361 Aal-‘Imran [3:27] 
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“Whosoever desires honor, power and glory, then to Allah belongs all honor, power and glory 
[and one can get honor, power and glory only by obeying and worshipping Allah (Alone)].”362 
 
 
The more the slave actualizes this in his life, the more honor he will attain.  
 
Honor and Might entailing the meaning of subjugation is one of the meanings of the 
Name of Allah, Al-Jabbaar. Al-Jabbaar is the One Who overpowers everything. 
Everything is subdued and humbled before Him. The upper and lower worlds and 
all that they comprise of great creations are submissive to Him in their movement 
and stillness. They do not have a say in any of the affairs, nor in the judgements and 
rulings. Rather, the matter belongs wholly to Allah, and to Him belongs all religious 
and decreed judgements and recompense. There is no judge except Him, and no 
Lord except Him, and no God besides Him. 
 
However, this does not mean that a person is compelled to take his own actions. 
Rather, the matter is as Allah says in Surah Al-Kahf: 
 

 
 

“And say: ‘The truth is from your Lord.’ Then whosoever wills, let him believe, and 
whosoever wills, let him disbelieve.”363 

 
 
THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-JABBAAR HAS THREE 

MEANINGS: 
 

FIRST MEANING:  
The meaning of Al-Jabbaar as has been previously mentioned  
 
SECOND MEANING:  
The meaning of kindness, mercy, and compassion 
 

	
362 Surah Fatir [35:10] 
363 Surah Al-Kahf [18:29] 
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He is the One Who mends the broken, enriches the poor, and makes the difficult 
easy. He mends those who are sick and afflicted by granting them patience and 
wellbeing along with compensating them with a great reward in return for their 
affliction. He especially mends those whose hearts are humble before His greatness 
and majesty with a special mending. He mends the hearts that love Him and are 
humble before His perfection, and those who hope for His favors by flooding their 
hearts with divine love, insight, direction, and guidance. 
 
When the supplicant says: “ ينربجأ مھللا  ” (O Allah! Mend me) he seeks this type of 
Jabr by which Allah reforms and fixes him and repels all types of disliked matters 
and harm from him. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to 
say in the sitting between the two prostrations: 
 

ينِقْزُرْاوَ ينِدِھْاوَ ينِرُْبجْاوَ ينِمْحَرْاوَ يلِ رْفِغْا َّمھَُّللا  

Allahummaghfirli, warhamni, wajburni, wahdini, warzuqni 
 

“'O Allah! Pardon me, have mercy on me, help me, guide me, and grant me 
sustenance.”364 
 
 
THIRD MEANING:  
The meaning of Al-'Aliy (The Most High) 
 

He is The Most High over all things and to Him belongs all the meanings of 
highness: He Himself is High, He is High in His status, and He is High in his 
dominance. 
 
The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to magnify his Lord in 
his bowing and prostration by mentioning ( توربجلا وذ ) which is indicative of the 
Name of Allah, Al-Jabbaar: 
 

ةِمَظََعلْاوَ ، ءِاَیرِبْكِلْاوَ ،تِوُكَلمَلْاو ،تِورَُبجَلْا يذِ نَاحَبُْس  
 

Subḥaana dhil-jabarooti wal-malakooti wal-kibriyaa’i wal-‘adhamah 
 

How far from imperfections He is, The Possessor of total power, sovereignty, 
magnificence and grandeur.365 
 

	
364 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 284 
365 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 873, and authenticated by Al-Albani as Sahih 
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Dominance is for Allah Alone and whoever is a tyrant from among the creation has 
earned the wrath of Allah and deserves His punishment. Allah promises whoever is 
like that will be met with a severe torment. A seal will be put over his heart and he 
will enter Hell-Fire on the Day of Resurrection, as He says in Surah Ghafir: 
 

 
 

“Thus does Allah seal up the heart of every arrogant tyrant. (So they cannot guide themselves 
to the Right Path).”366 

 
 
In Surah Ibrahim, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“But they (the Messengers) sought victory and help [from their Lord (Allah)], and every 
obstinate, arrogant dictator (who refuses to believe in the Oneness of Allah) was brought to a 

complete loss and destruction.”367 
 

 
“In front of him (every obstinate, arrogant dictator) is Hell, and he will be made to drink 

boiling, festering water.”368 
 

 
 

“He will sip it unwillingly, and he will find great difficulty to swallow it down his throat, 
and death will come to him from every side, yet he will not die and in front of him, will be a 

great torment.”369 
 

	
366 Surah Ghafir [40:35] 
367 Surah Ibrahim [14:15] 
368 Surah Ibrahim [14:16] 
369 Surah Ibrahim [14:17] 
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" رِاَّنلا نَمِ قٌُنُع جُرُخَْی اللهِ لُوُسرَ لَاَق لَا ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص  َق َ،ةرَیْرَُھ يبَِأ نْعَ

ّنإِ لُوُقَی قُطِ نَْی نٌاسَلِوَ نِاَعمَسَْت نِاَنُذُأوَ نِارَصِبُْت نِاَنیْعَُ ھَل ةِمَاَیقِلْا مَوَْی تُلْكِّوُ يِ

" نَیرِوِّصَمُلْا بِوَ رَخَآ اھًَل إِ  اللهِ عَ مَ اعََد نْمَ لُِّكبِوَ دٍینِعَ رٍاَّبجَ لُِّكبِ ةٍَثَلاَثبِ  
 

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Some of the Fire (in the shape of a 
long neck) will come out of the Fire on the Day of Judgement. It will have two eyes 
which can see, two ears which can hear, and a tongue which can speak. It will say: 'I 
have been left in charge of three: Every obstinate oppressor, everyone who called 
upon a deity besides Allah, and the image makers.”370 
 
 
We seek refuge with Allah from the Hell-Fire and from the wrath of Al-Jabbaar, and 
we seek refuge with Him from bad manners, desires, and sicknesses. Verily, He 
(Blessed and Exalted is He) is the One Who responds to all supplications. 
 

	
370  At-Tirmidhi no. 2574  
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AL-QAREEB ( بیرقلا ): The Most Near 

AL-MUJEEB ( بیجملا ): The Responder 
 
 
 
 
 

A L L A H  M E N T I O N E D  T H E S E  T W O  
N A M E S  T O G E T H E R  in Surah Hud: 
 

 
 

“And to Thamud (people, We sent) their brother Salih (Saleh). He said: ‘O my people! 
Worship Allah, you have no other Ilah (God) but Him. He brought you forth from the earth 
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and settled you therein. Then ask forgiveness of Him and turn to Him in repentance. 
Certainly, my Lord is Near (to all by His Knowledge), Responsive.’”371 

 
 
The Name of Allah, Al-Mujeeb is mentioned only in this verse, whereas the Name of 
Allah, Al-Qareeb is mentioned in two other places, one of which is in Surah Al-
Baqarah: 
 

 
 

  “And when My slaves ask you [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] 
concerning Me, then (answer them), I am indeed near (to them by My Knowledge). I respond 

to the invocations of the supplicant when he calls on Me (without any mediator or 
intercessor). So let them obey Me and believe in Me, so that they may be led aright.”372 

 
 
The nearness of Allah being referred to in these verses is a special nearness to His 
slaves who love and invoke Him. This nearness is not one which a person can 
perceive in reality; it is only known by the impacts of His kindness, guidance, and 
care for them, and through His responding to the supplicant and recompensing His 
worshippers, as He says in Surah Ghafir: 
 

 
 

“And your Lord said: ‘Invoke Me, [i.e. believe in My Oneness (Islamic Monotheism)] (and ask 
Me for anything) I will respond to your (invocation). Verily! Those who scorn My worship 
[i.e. do not invoke Me, and do not believe in My Oneness (Islamic Monotheism)], they will 

surely enter Hell in humiliation!’”373 
	

371 Surah Hud [11:61] 
372 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:186] 
373 Surah Ghafir [40:60] 
254 Sahih Muslim no. 2675 
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There are many Hadiths which affirm Allah’s nearness to His special believing and 
pious slaves by hearing their supplications, responding to their calls, and granting 
them what they request. In an excerpt of a longer Hadith Qudsi, Allah says: 
 

َّرَقَت ارًبْشِ َّىَلإِ بََّرَقَت نْمَ نْمَوَ اعًارَذِ ھِیَْلإِ تُبْ اعًاَب ھِیَْلإِ تُبَّْرَقَت اعًارَذِ َّىَلإِ بََّرَقَت

لُوِرْھَُأ ھِیَْلإِ تُلَْبقَْأ يشِمَْی َّىَلإِ لََبقَْأ اَذإِوَ 

 

 

When he draws near (to) Me by the span of his hand. I draw near (to) him by the 
length of a cubit and when he draws near (to) Me by the length of a cubit. I draw 
near (to) him by the length of a fathom and when he draws near (to) Me walking I 
draw close to him hurriedly.374 
 
 
The Name of Allah, Al-Mujeeb implies that He responds to the supplications of 
those who supplicate, answers the requests of those who ask, and does not 
disappoint a believer who calls on Him or a Muslim who confides in Him. Allah 
loves it when His slaves ask Him for all that benefits them in their religion and 
worldly life of food, drink, clothing, and shelter, just as they ask Him for guidance, 
forgiveness, success, righteousness, help to obey Him, and the like. In return, He 
promises to answer them no matter how great the request, how plenty the amount, 
or how diverse the wants.  This is an indication of Allah’s perfect ability and 
dominion, and that His treasures are never depleted or diminished by His giving, 
even if He gave the first and the last of Jinn and mankind and responded to 
everything they requested, as is mentioned in the Hadith Qudsi: 
 

وَْل يدِاَبعِ اَی ينِوُلَأسََف دٍحِاوَ دٍیعِصَ يفِ اومُاَق مُْكَّنجِوَ مُْكسَنْإِوَ مُْكرَخِآوَ مُْكَلَّوَأ َّنَأ 

 اَذإُِ طَیخْمِلْا صُُقنَْی امَكَ َّلاإِ يدِنْعِ اَّممِ كَلَِذ صََقَن امَُ ھَتَلَأسْمَ نٍاسَنْإِ َّلُك تُیْطَعَْأَف

رَ حَْبلْا لَخِدُْأ  
 

O My servants, even if the first amongst you and the last amongst you and the whole 
human race of yours and that of the Jinn also all stand in one plain ground and you 
ask Me and I confer upon every person what he asks for, it would not in any way, 
cause any loss to Me (even less) than that which is caused to the ocean by dipping a 
needle in it.375 

	
 
375 Sahih Muslim, Book 32, Hadith 6246  
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It is also mentioned: 
 

لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص  " لُِقَیَ لاَف مُْكُدحََأ اعََد اَذإِ اللهِ لَوُسرَ َّنَأ َ،ةرَیْرَُھ  يبَِأ نْعَ

ُ ھمُظَاَعَتَیَ لا  اللهَ َّنِإَفَ ةَبغَّْرلا مِظَِّع ُیلْوََ ةَلَأسْمَلْا مِزِعَْیلِ نْإِ يلِ رْفِغْا َّمھَُّللا  نْكَِلوَ تَْئشِ

". ُهاطَعَْأ ءٌىْشَ  
Abu Hurairah reported Allah's Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) as saying: When one of you makes a supplication (to his Lord) one should not 
say: O Allah, grant me pardon if You so like, but one should beg one's (Lord) with a 
will and full devotion, for there is nothing so great in the eye of Allah which He 
cannot grant.376 
 
 
There are numerous Hadiths [sayings of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him)] mentioned that encourage supplicating. They mention that Allah 
responds to those who supplicate and gives those who ask, and that He is Hayiyy, 
Kareem (Shy and Generous); too generous to turn away the one who calls upon Him 
or disappoint those who confide in Him or prevents the one who asks Him. 
 

اللهَ َّنإِ مٌیرِكَ ٌّيیِحَ  لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلصِ يّبِ " َّنلا نِعَ ِ،يّسِرِاَفلْا نَامَلْسَ نْعَ

 " نِیَْتَبئِاخَ ارًفْصِ ُھَّدرَُی نَْأ ھِیَْدَی ھِیَْلإِ لُجَُّرلا عََفرَ اَذإِ يحَِتسَْی امَ  
 
Salman Al-Farsi (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Indeed, Allah is The Most Modest, 
Generous, when a man raises his hands to Him, He feels shy to return them to him 
empty and rejected.”377 
 
 
These texts indicate that Allah does not turn away the believing slave who asks Him 
and He does not disappoint his hopes. However, there may be instances in which 
those who supplicated were not responded to. The reason for that could be because 
Allah’s response comes in different forms. Sometimes the person immediately gets 
exactly what he wants, other times it is delayed for a wisdom, other times the 
response comes in a different form because Allah knows that there was no benefit in 

	
376 Sahih Muslim, Book 35, Hadith 6478  
377 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3556, and it is authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih   
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what he requested and what occurred had greater benefit. Finally, it could be 
delayed until the Day of Judgement as a reward for the slave.  
 

ٍةوَعَْدبِ  اللهَ وُعدَْی مٌلِسْمُ ضِرَْلأا ى  َلعَ امَ " اللهِ لَوُسرَ َّنَأ لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص 

 ". مٍحِرَ ةَِعیطَِق وَْأ مٍَثْأمَبُِ عدَْی مَْل امَ اھََلْثمِ ءِوُّسلا نَمُِ ھنْعَ فَرَ صَ وَْأ اھَاَّیإِ  ُاللهُ ها َتآ َّلاإِ

". رَُثكَْأ  ُالله " .  لَاَق رَثِكُْن اًذإِ مِوَْقلْا نَمِ  لٌجُرَ لَاَقَف  
 

Jubair ibn Nufair narrated that 'Ubadah ibn As-Samit narrated to them that the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “There is not a 
Muslim upon the earth who calls upon Allah with any supplication except that 
Allah grants it to him, or He turns away from him the like of it in evil; as long as he 
does not supplicate for something sinful, or the severing of the ties of kinship.” So a 
man from the people said: “What if we should increase (in it)?” He (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “(With) Allah is more.”378 
 
 

From the impacts of belief in the Name of Allah, Al-Mujeeb is 
that it strengthens a slave’s certainty in Allah, strengthens his 
hope in Him, increases his acceptance of Him and hope in what is 
with Him, and it removes the sickness of despairing of Allah’s 
mercy. 

 
How can a Muslim not trust his Lord, The Most Generous, The Most Giving, whilst 
the dominion of everything is in His Hands? Whatever He wills will happen at the 
time He wills, in the way He wills, without any addition or omission, no precedence 
or delay. His judgement is carried out in the heavens and the earth and all that is in 
them, in the seas and air, and in all parts and particles of the world. He manages 
everything as He wills. To Him belongs the creation and command and to Him 
belongs all ownership and praise. To Him belongs this world and the next, and to 
Him belongs all blessings and favors, and to Him belongs all good praise. In Surah 
Ar-Rahman, Allah says: 
 

 
 

	
378 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3573  

{	 {	
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“Whosoever is in the heavens and on earth begs of Him (its needs from Him). Every day He 
has a matter to bring forth (such as giving honor to some, disgrace to some, life to some, 

death to some, etc.)!”379 
 
Blessed is Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. 
 

	
379 Surah Ar-Rahman [55:29] 
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AL-QAAHIR ( رھاقلا ): The Subduer 

AL-QAHHAAR ( راھّقلا ):  
The All-Compelling 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - Q A H H A A R  
has been mentioned six times in the Qur'an whilst the Name Al-Qaahir has been 
mentioned twice. 
 
In Surah Al-An'am, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And He is the Irresistible, above His slaves, and He is the All-Wise, Well-Acquainted with 
all things.”380 

	
380 Surah Al-An'am [6:18] 
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In Surah Al-An'am, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“He is the Irresistible, Supreme over His slaves, and He sends guardians (angels guarding and 
writing all of one's good and bad deeds) over you”381 

 
 
Al-Qahhaar is a hyperbolic form of Al-Qaahir and they both mean the One Who 
subdues all of creation and to whom all creatures are submissive to. All the particles 
and elements of the upper and lower worlds are humble to His power and will. 
Nothing occurs and nothing remains inactive except by His will. Whatever He wills 
occurs and whatever He does not will does not occur and all of creation are poor to 
Him. They do not possess the ability to benefit or bring good to themselves nor 
repel harm or evil. 
 
Allah being Al-Qahhaar necessitates perfect life, might, and power. Affirming this 
Attribute to Allah is one of the many evidences of His Oneness and of His being 
singled out for worship as well as falsifying Shirk (associating partners with Allah). 
This Name has been mentioned in six places in the Qur'an, joined with the Names 
“Allah” and “Al-Waahid” (The One) in all of them: 
 
 
FIRSTLY: 
In the context of Yusuf (peace be upon him) addressing his companions in the 
prison and nullifying associating any partners with Allah: 
 

 
 

“O two companions of the prison! Are many different lords (gods) better or Allah, the One, 
the Irresistible?”382 

 
 

	
381 Surah Al-An'am [6:61] 
382 Surah Yusuf [12:39] 
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“You do not worship besides Him but only names which you have named (forged), you and 
your fathers, for which Allah has sent down no authority. The command (or the judgement) 

is for none but Allah. He has commanded that you worship none but Him (i.e. His 
Monotheism). That is the (true) straight religion, but most men know not.”383 

 
 
He clarified the falsehood of their Shirk (associating partners with Allah) by his 
statement: “Are many different gods better, or Allah?” These gods vary between 
trees, stones, angels, the dead, and those besides them who are incapable, weak, 
unable to cause harm or benefit, give or prevent; whereas, Allah is the One, to 
Whom everything and everyone is subdued.  
 
 
SECONDLY: 
In the context of falsifying what the polytheists act upon of taking idols and 
partners although they (i.e. the idols) do not possess the ability to benefit or harm 
themselves, turning away from the worship of Allah, Al-Waahid, Al-Qahhar and 
making the religion exclusively for Him: In Surah Ar-Ra’d, Allah says: 
 

 

	
383 Surah Yusuf [12:40] 
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“Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: ‘Who is the Lord of the 
heavens and the earth?’ Say: ‘(It is) Allah.’ Say: ‘Have you then taken (for worship) Auliyaa’ 

(protectors, etc.) other than Him, such as have no power either for benefit or for harm to 
themselves?’ Say: ‘Is the blind equal to the one who sees? Or darkness equal to light? Or do 

they assign to Allah, partners who created the like of His creation, so that the creation 
(which they made and His creation) seemed alike to them.’ Say: ‘Allah is the Creator of all 

things, He is the One, the Irresistible.’”384 
 
 
Shaikh As-Sa'di (may Allah have mercy on him) said in his Tafseer of this verse, 
explaining how the Name Al-Qahhaar proves the falsehood of Shirk (associating 
partners with Allah): “You do not find oneness and dominance belonging, except to 
Allah Alone. Every creature has a creature dominating them and above each 
dominator is a dominator higher than him, until the domination ends with Al-
Waahid, Al-Qahhaar.  Therefore, domination and monotheism are strongly linked 
and exclusively for Allah Alone. It is clear by compelling, intellectual evidence that 
whatever is called upon besides Allah does not have any share in creating the 
creation, thus the worship of them is falsehood.”385 
 
 
THIRDLY: 
In the context of warning and threatening the disbelieving polytheists with 
destruction and punishment on the Day they come before Allah, Al-Waahid, Al-
Qahhaar, while chained with shackles of fire, dressed in garments of fire, and with 
their faces covered in fire: In Surah Ibrahim, Allah says: 
 

	
384 Surah Ar-Ra'd [13:16] 
385 (415) (Tayseer Al-Kareem Ar-Rahmaan) نمحرلا میركلا ریسیت  
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“On the Day when the earth will be changed to another earth and so will be the heavens, and 
they (all creatures) will appear before Allah, the One, the Irresistible.”386 

 

 
 

“And you will see the Mujrimun (criminals, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah Islamic 
Monotheism, polytheists, disobedient to Allah, etc.) that Day, bound together in fetters; 

[Muqarranun in fetters means, with their hands and feet tied to their necks with chains.]”387 
 

 
 

“Their garments will be of pitch, and fire will cover their faces.”388 
 

 
 

“That Allah may requite each person according to what he has earned. Truly, Allah is Swift 
at reckoning.”389 

 
 
FOURTHLY: 
In the context of affirming Allah being singled out with divinity: In Surah Saad, 
Allah says: 
 

 
 

	
386 Surah Ibrahim [14:48] 
387 Surah Ibrahim [14:49] 
388 Surah Ibrahim [14:50] 
389 Surah Ibrahim [14:51] 
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“Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: ‘I am only a warner and 
there is no Ilah (God) except Allah (none has the right to be worshipped but Allah) the One, 

the Irresistible.’”390 
 

 
 

“The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them, the All-Mighty, the 
Oft-Forgiving.”391 

 
 
Shaikh As-Sa'di (may Allah have mercy on him) said in his Tafseer: “This conclusive 
evidence (of Allah’s Oneness and Subdual (dominance) of everything) is a 
confirmation of the divinity of Allah because subdual can only be for One. There 
can never be two who are equal in their level of subdual. The One Who subdues all, 
is thus the One Who has no equal. He is the One Who deserves to be worshipped 
Alone just as He Alone subdues everything.”392 
 
 
FIFTHLY: 
In the context of sanctifying Allah from Shirk (associating partners with Allah): In 
Surah Az-Zumar, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and the obedience) is for Allah only. And those who 
take Auliyaa’ (protectors and helpers) besides Him (say): ‘We worship them only that they 

may bring us near to Allah.’ Verily, Allah will judge between them concerning that wherein 
they differ. Truly, Allah guides not him who is a liar, and a disbeliever.”393 

	
390 Surah Saad [38:65] 
391 Surah Saad [38:66] 
392 (716) (Tayseer Al-Kareem Ar-Rahmaan) نمحرلا میركلا ریسیت  
393 Surah Az-Zumar [39:3] 
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“Had Allah willed to take a son (or offspring or children), He could have chosen whom He 
pleased out of those whom He created. But glory be to Him! (He is above such things). He is 

Allah, the One, the Irresistible.”394 
 
 
SIXTHLY: 
In the context of warning and threatening the polytheists of the Day they will be 
displayed before Allah, Al-Waahid, Al-Qahhaar, where nothing will be hidden from 
Him; neither their deeds nor themselves:  In Surah Ghafir, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“The Day when they will (all) come out, nothing of them will be hidden from Allah. Whose is 
the kingdom this Day? (Allah Himself will reply to His question): ‘It is Allah's, the One, the 

Irresistible!’”395 
 

 
 

“This Day shall every person be recompensed for what he earned. No injustice (shall be done 
to anybody). Truly, Allah is Swift in reckoning.”396 

 
 

	
394 Surah Az-Zumar [39:4] 
395 Surah Ghafir [40:16] 
396 Surah Ghafir [40:17] 
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These six points are clear proof of the link between the Names 
Al-Waahid and Al-Qahhaar; for Al-Waahid cannot be except 
dominating, and Al-Qahhaar cannot be except One. This negates 
associating partners with Allah and falsifies taking rivals with 
Him. 

 
Whoever affirms that Allah is singled out with Qahr should single Him out in 
worship and know the corruption of Shirk (associating partners with Allah). For 
how can one made of dust be equal to the Lord of the lords? How can a creature 
subdued by Allah be equal with Allah, Al-Waahid, Al-Qahhaar? Exalted is Allah 
from what they associate with Him and Sanctified is He from what they ascribe to 
Him. 
 

{	 {	
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AL-WAARITH ( ثراولا ): The Inheritor 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H  A L - W A A R I T H  
is mentioned three times in the Qur'an, all in plural form: 
 
NO. 01 In Surah Al-Hijr, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And certainly We! We it is Who give life, and cause death, and We are the Inheritors.”397 
 
 
NO. 02 In Surah Al-Anbiya’, Allah says: 
 

	
397 Surah Al-Hijr [15:23] 
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“And (remember) Zakariya (Zachariah), when he cried to his Lord: ‘O My Lord! Leave me 
not single (childless), though You are the Best of the inheritors.’”398 

 
 
NO. 03 In Surah Al-Qasas, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And how many a town (population) have We destroyed, which were thankless for its means 
of livelihood (disobeyed Allah and His Messengers by doing evil deeds and crimes)! And those 
are their dwellings, which have not been inhabited after them except a little. And verily! We 

have been the inheritors.”399 
 
 
Al-Waarith is the One Who remains after the creation perishes. Everything besides 
Him will vanish and everything except Him will die, and He is the Ever-Living Who 
never dies; the One Who remains and does not perish. To Him belongs the return 
and the end and to Him is the final destination. 
 
All owners and what they own will perish, and Allah will inherit all of creation 
because He remains while they perish, and He is forever whilst they are temporary. 
Allah says in Surah Al-Hijr: 
 

 
 

“And certainly We! We it is Who give life, and cause death, and We are the Inheritors.”400 

	
398 Surah Al-Anbiya’ [21:89] 
399 Surah Al-Qasas [28:58] 
400 Surah Al-Hijr [15:23] 
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MEANING: 

Allah will inherit the earth and what is on it by causing them all to die. None 
besides Allah will remain alive when that time comes. All will vanish and die, 
and Allah Alone will remain; the Ever-Living Who never dies. 

 
Allah says in Surah Maryam: 
 

 
 

“Verily! We will inherit the earth and whatsoever is thereon. And to Us they all shall be 
returned,”401 

 
 
This is a warning to those who are diverted by this world and occupied with it over 
what they have been created for and brought into existence to fulfill, because this 
world and all that is in it from its beginning to its end will leave. Allah will inherit 
the earth and all that is on it, and they will return to Him and He will recompense 
them for the deeds they performed on it. 
 

On that Day, the covering will be removed from mankind and the 
delusion of those who attached their hearts to the world will be 
removed. They think that they and their properties will remain 
therein and they will not return to Allah. So on that Day, they 
will be certain that the true Owner is Allah, Al-Waahid, Al-
Qahhaar and that He is the inheritor of their houses and wealth.  
It will not benefit them even if their hearts break into pieces and 
they are filled with regret. Therefore, fear Allah, O slaves of Allah, 
before the expiry of the covenant and before death befalls you. 

 
Allah exhorted His believing slaves to spend in His sake from the wealth which He 
favored them with and made them trustees over, reminding them that He is Al-
Waarith. In Surah Al-Hadid, Allah says: 
 

 
 

	
401 Surah Maryam [19:40] 

{	

{	

{	
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“And what is the matter with you, that you spend not in the Cause of Allah? And to Allah 
belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth.”402 

 
 
Allah is the Owner of the Heavens and Earth and the Owner of everything. The 
earth belongs to Him and He causes whomsoever He wills from among His slaves to 
inherit it. In Surah Al-A'raf, Allah mentions what Musa (peace be upon him) says: 
 

 
 

“Musa [Moses (peace be upon him)] said to his people: ‘Seek help in Allah and be patient. 
Verily, the earth is Allah's. He gives it as a heritage to whom He wills of His slaves, and the 

(blessed) end is for the Muttaqun.’”403 
 
 
Paradise is the abode of dignity which He causes whomever He wills from amongst 
His slaves to inherit. In Surah Az-Zukhruf, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“This is the Paradise which you have been made to inherit because of your deeds which you 
used to do (in the life of the world).”404 

 
 
The Book of Allah is a Book of guidance, honor and success. Allah causes it to be 
inherited by those whom He has chosen to be favored out of His generosity. In 
Surah Fatir, Allah says: 
 

 

	
402 Surah Al-Hadid [57:10] 
403 Surah Al-A'raf [7:128] 
404 Surah Az-Zukhruf [43:72] 
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“Then We gave the Book (the Qur'an) for inheritance to such of Our slaves whom We chose 
[the followers of Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]. Then of them are 
some who wrong their ownselves, and of them are some who follow a middle course, and of 
them are some who are, by Allah's Leave, foremost in good deeds. That (inheritance of the 

Qur'an) is indeed a great grace.”405 
 
 
In Surah Maryam, Allah mentions what Zakariya [Zachariah (peace be upon him)] said 
when he called out to the Most Merciful Lord: 
 

 
 

“And Verily! I fear my relatives after me, since my wife is barren. So give me from Yourself, 
an heir,”406 

 

 
 

“who shall inherit me and inherit (also) the posterity of Ya'qoob [Jacob (peace be upon him)] 
(inheritance of the religious knowledge and Prophethood, not the wealth, etc.). And make 

him, my Lord, one with whom You are Well-pleased!”407 
 
 
The inheritance mentioned here is the inheritance of knowledge, Prophethood, and 
calling to Allah, not the inheritance of wealth. This blessed inheritance is similarly 
mentioned in Surah An-Naml: 
 

	
405 Surah Fatir [35:32] 
406 Surah Maryam [19:5] 
407 Surah Maryam [19:6] 
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“And Sulayman [Solomon (peace be upon him)] inherited (the knowledge of) Dawoud [David 
(peace be upon him)].”408 

 
 
MEANING: 

Sulayman (peace be upon him) inherited prophethood from his father 
Dawoud (peace be upon him). 

 
The matter belongs wholly to Allah in the beginning and end, and He Alone is the 
Bestower of Favors. To Him is the return and final abode, and He is the Best of 
inheritors. 
 
 
 

	
408 Surah An-Naml [27:16] 

{	
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AL-MUTAKABBIR ( ربكتملا ):  
The Supreme 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L -
M U T A K A B B I R  is mentioned once in the Qur'an. In Surah Al-Hashr, 
Allah says: 
 

 
 

“He is Allah, Whom there is La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He) 
the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, the Watcher over His 
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creatures, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (High is He) above 
all that they associate as partners with Him.”409 

 
 
Al-Mutakabbir is a Name that denotes Allah’s being attributed with greatness and 
supremacy. The letter ‘Taa’ in Al-Mutakabbir is a ‘Taa’ of singling Him out and 
particularizing Him Alone for supremacy. For this reason, there are severe threats of 
punishment mentioned for the arrogant. 
 
He is the One Who is supreme over everyone besides Him, and He is supreme over 
evil, so nothing comes from Him except good. 
 
Allah is Al-Mutakabbir from every evil, injustice, and shortcoming, and this entails 
the affirmation of His perfection in His Names, Attributes, and Actions. 
 

Supremacy befits none except Him because He Alone is the 
Owner while everything besides Him is owned. He Alone is the 
Nurturer while everything besides Him is nurtured. He Alone is 
the Creator while everything besides Him is created. He Alone is 
singled out with Attributes of perfection, beauty, grandeur, and 
majesty, as the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) would say when he glorified his Lord in his bowing and 
prostrating: 

 

ةِمَظََعلْاوَ ، ءِاَیرِبْكِلْاوَ ،تِوُكَلمَلْاو ،تِورَُبجَلْا يذِ نَاحَبُْس  
 

Subhaana dhil-jabarooti wal-malakooti wal-kibriyaa’i wal-'adhamah 
 

How far from imperfections He is, The Possessor of total power, sovereignty, 
magnificence and grandeur.410 
 
 
Regarding the created slave: his place is servitude, humility, brokenness, bowing, 
and prostration before the Most Great, Most High, Owner of Majesty. Perhaps, in 
this is a secret from the many secrets of remembering Allah with the Takbeer 
(proclaiming the Greatness of Allah) when bowing down and prostrating and 
remembering His supremacy and greatness. 

	
409 Surah Al-Hashr [59:23] 
410 Sunan Abi Dawoud, no. 873, and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih 

{	

{	
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If the slave is arrogant, especially regarding the purpose he was created to fulfill 
(which is the worship of Allah Alone), Allah will punish him with the greatest 
punishment and disgrace him in this life and the next.  Allah mentions the various 
types of punishments for the arrogant in many places in the Qur'an: 
 
In Surah Ghafir, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And your Lord said: ‘Invoke Me, [i.e. believe in My Oneness (Islamic Monotheism)] (and ask 
Me for anything) I will respond to your (invocation). Verily! Those who scorn My worship 
[i.e. do not invoke Me, and do not believe in My Oneness, (Islamic Monotheism)] they will 

surely enter Hell in humiliation!’”411 
 
 
In Surah Az-Zumar, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And on the Day of Resurrection you will see those who lied against Allah (i.e. attributed to 
Him, sons, partners, etc.); their faces will be black. Is there not in Hell, an abode for the 

arrogant ones?”412 
 
 
Allah gives examples of arrogant people and nations in His Book, and how He 
punished them in this world, and what He has prepared for them in the next. This is 
to make the path of the criminals clear and to serve as an admonition for those who 
take admonitions. 
 

	
411 Surah Ghafir [40:60] 
412 Surah Az-Zumar [39:60] 
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Allah mentions the leader of the arrogant: Iblees, the enemy of Allah, the enemy of 
His Religion, and the enemy of His believing slaves. In Surah Saad, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Except Iblees (Satan); he was proud and was one of the disbelievers.”413 
 
 
He mentions Fir'aun (Pharoah) and his soldiers’ arrogance towards the truth in 
Surah Al-Qasas: 
 

 
 

“And he and his hosts were arrogant in the land without right, and they thought that they 
would never return to Us.”414 

 
 
He also mentions the arrogance of the previous nations to the truth [Allah mentions 
what Nuh (peace be upon him) said to Him regarding his people] in Surah Nuh: 
 

 
 

“But all my calling added nothing but to (their) flight (from the truth).”415 
 

 
 

	
413 Surah Saad [38:74] 
414 Surah Al-Qasas [28:39] 
415 Surah Nuh [71:6] 
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“And verily! Every time I called unto them that You might forgive them, they thrust their 
fingers into their ears, covered themselves up with their garments, persisted (in their refusal), 

and magnified themselves in pride.”416 
 
 
It is indeed wondrous how these possessors of foolish minds and fantasies are 
pleased to have arrogance over the slaves of Al-Waahid, Al-Qahhaar and arrogantly 
turn away from Al-'Aziz, Al-Ghaffar. They direct their worship, humility, and 
submission to a stone or a tree or a creation which is not attributed with anything 
but humility and poverty. Allah says in Surah Az-Zumar: 
 

 
 

“And when Allah Alone is mentioned, the hearts of those who believe not in the Hereafter are 
filled with disgust (from the Oneness of Allah) and when those (whom they obey or worship) 
besides Him [like all false deities other than Allah, it may be a Messenger like 'Eesa (Jesus) - 

son of Maryam (Mary) or 'Uzair (Ezra), an angel, a pious man, a Jinn, or any other creature, 
even idols, graves of religious people, saints, priests, monks, etc.] are mentioned, behold, they 

rejoice!”417 
 
 
How foolish are their minds! We seek refuge in Allah from misguidance and ask 
Him to provide us with humility before Him. We ask Him to grant us refuge from 
the path of the arrogant, for He Alone, the Most Blessed and Exalted is the 
Supporter and Helper. 
 

	
416 Surah Nuh [71:7] 
417 Surah Az-Zumar [39:45] 
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AN-NUR ( رونلا ): The Light 
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  N A M E  is mentioned in the Qur'an in Surah An-Nur: 
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“Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The parable of His Light is as (if there were) 
a niche and within it a lamp, the lamp is in glass, the glass as it were a brilliant star, lit from 

a blessed tree, an olive, neither of the east (i.e. neither it gets sun rays only in the morning) 
nor of the west (i.e. nor does it get sun rays only in the afternoon, but it is exposed to the sun 
all day long), whose oil would almost glow forth (of itself), though no fire touched it. Light 

upon Light! Allah guides to His Light whom He wills. And Allah sets forth parables for 
mankind, and Allah is All-Knower of everything.”418 

 
 
From this and other mentioned texts, we learn that this Name has been mentioned 
in the following four contexts: 
 
NO. 01 As a Name of Allah 
 
NO. 02 As a description attributed to Him 
 
Allah says in Surah Az-Zumar: 
 

 
 

“And the earth will shine with the light of its Lord (Allah, when He will come to judge among 
men) and the Book will be placed (open) and the Prophets and the witnesses will be brought 
forward, and it will be judged between them with truth, and they will not be wronged.”419 

 
 
NO. 03 The linkage of His Light to the Heavens and Earth 
 

In Surah An-Nur, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth.”420 

	
418 Surah An-Nur [24:35] 
419 Surah Az-Zumar [39:69] 
420 Surah An-Nur [24:35] 
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NO. 04 The mentioning of His veil being Light 
 

In an excerpt of a longer Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him)], he said: 
 

ھِقِلْخَ نْمُِ هرُصََب ھِیَْلإِ ىھََتنْا امَ ھِھِجْوَ تُاحَُبُس تَْقرَحَْلأ ُ ھَفشَكَ وَْل رُوُّنلاُ ھُباجَحِ  
 

“His Veil is Light, and if He were to remove it, the glory of his Face would burn 
everything of His creation as far as His gaze reaches.”421 
 
 
Shaikh As-Sa’di (may Allah have mercy on him) said in comprehensive wording that 
clarifies the meaning of this Name: 
 
AN-NUR IS ONE OF HIS ATTRIBUTES AND IT IS OF TWO 

TYPES: 
 

NO. 01 Tangible Light: 
This is what He has been attributed with of great light. His veil is light, 
and if He were to remove it from His Face, the glory of His Face and the 
light of His Magnificence would burn everything of His creation as far 
as His gaze reaches.  This light cannot even be further explained except 
through what this Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him)] explains to us. All the lights in the upper heavens 
are from His light. The light of Paradise is from His light and the light 
of the Throne and the Footstool are from His light, in addition to the 
light of the sun, the moon, and the stars.  

 
NO. 02 Intangible Light: 

This is the light which enlightens the hearts of His Prophets, Chosen 
Ones, Special Believing Slaves, and Angels. It is the light of knowing 
Him and loving Him; for verily, the knowledge of Him in the hearts of 
His special believing slaves is a light in accordance to how much they 
know of His majestic and beautiful Attributes. Each one of His 
Attributes affects their hearts, for the knowledge of Allah is the greatest 
and noblest knowledge. 

 

• The meanings of magnificence, grandeur and majesty fill the hearts with 
the light of reverential fear, magnification, and greatness. 

	
421 Sunan Ibn Majah, Book 1, no. 195  
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• The meanings of beauty, goodness, and generosity fill the hearts with 
the light of love and longing. 

• The meanings of mercy, compassion, and gentleness fill the hearts with 
the light of goodness, gratitude and praise.  

• The meanings of divinity fill the hearts with the light of servitude and 
drawing near. It fills the hearts with the freedom of being totally 
attached to Allah out of hope and fear.  

• The meanings of knowledge, encompassment, and special witnessing 
and nearness fill the hearts with the light of His observation. It takes them 
to the level of Ihsan (excellence) to worship Allah as if you see Him, for 
if you cannot see Him, verily He sees you.  

 
 
The light mentioned in Surah An-Nur (24:35) is the light of belief in Allah, His 
Attributes, and signs. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
would invoke Allah to attain this light: 
 

وَ ارًوُن يعِمْسَ يفِوَ ارًوُن يبِلَْق يفِ لَْعجْا َّمھَُّللا نْعَوَ ارًوُن يرِصََب يفِ ارًوُن ينِیمَِی

 لَْعجْاوَ ارًوُن يتِحَْتوَ ارًوُن يقِوَْفوَ ارًوُن يفِلْخَوَ ارًوُن يمِامََأوَ ارًوُن يلِامَشِ نْعَوَ

ارًوُن يلِ  
 

O Allah! place light in my heart, light in my hearing, light in my sight, light on my 
right, light on my left, light in front of me, light behind me, light above me, light 
below me, make light for me.422 
 
 
When the heart is filled with this type of light, it overflows to the face and lights it 
up. Accordingly, the limbs surrender to His obedience and it prevents the slave from 
committing sins. 
 
Since An-Nur is one of Allah’s Names and Attributes, His Religion is light, His 
Messengers are light, His Speech is light, His Paradise is light, and light is kindled in 
the hearts of His believing slaves. It flows on their tongues and appears on their 
faces, and Allah will perfect this light for them on the Day of Judgement, as He says 
in Surah At-Tahrim: 
 

	
422 Sahih Muslim, Book of Supplications, no. 763j (English version) 
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“Their Light will run forward before them and with (their Records - Books of deeds) in their 
right hands they will say: ‘Our Lord! Keep perfect our Light for us [and do not put it off till 

we cross over the Sirat (a slippery bridge over the Hell) safely] and grant us forgiveness. 
Verily, You are Able to do all things.’”423 

 

	
423 Surah At-Tahrim [66:8] 
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AL-MUHSIN ( نسحمل  The Good-Doer :(ا
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  N A M E  has been mentioned in the Qur'an as a verb rather than a 
Name, such as in Surah Al-Qasas: 
 

 
 

“and do good as Allah has been good to you”424 
 
 
This Name is affirmed in three Hadiths [sayings of the Prophet (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him)]. He said: 
 

نینسِحملا ُّبحی نٌسحمُ اللهَ َّنإف ، اونسِحَأف مُتلتق اذإو ،اولدِعاف مُتمكح اذإ  
 

	
424 Surah Al-Qasas [28:77] 
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“If you judge, then be just and if you kill, then do it with excellence, for verily Allah 
is Muhsin and loves the Muhsineen.”425 
 
 
The Name of Allah, Al-Muhsin refers to favors, blessings, giving, generosity, and 
benevolence. Al-Ihsan (excellence) is an Attribute that is essential to Allah; nothing 
that exists is void of His Ihsan (excellence) even for a blink of an eye, by His 
bringing them into existence, bestowing favors upon them, and providing for them.  
In Surah At-Taghabun, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“and He shaped you and made good your shapes, and to Him is the final Return.”426 
 
 
The greatest Ihsan (excellence) is guidance to this religion, expansion of the chest to 
the obedience of Allah, and being kept firm on the truth and guidance until death, 
until that leads to entering Paradise on the Day of Judgement and seeing Allah. 
 
Allah loves for His slaves to seek nearness to Him through what His Names entail of 
meaning; so He is Ar-Rahman and loves the merciful, and He is Al-Kareem and 
loves those who are generous, and He is Al-Muhsin and He loves the Muhsineen. He 
says in Surah Al-Baqarah: 
  

 
 

“and do good. Truly, Allah loves Al-Muhsinun (the good-doers).”427 
 
 
The Ihsan (excellence) of the slave is the highest level of the religion as is mentioned 
in the famous Jibreel Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him)], where Ihsan is described as: “Worshipping Allah as if you see Him, for 
verily if you do not see Him, He sees you.” This is Ihsan (excellence) in the worship 
of Allah. 

	
425 Sahih Al-Jami’ no. 494, and authenticated by Al-Albani as Hasan 
426 Surah At-Taghabun [64:3] 
427 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:195] 
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There is also another type of Ihsan (excellence) with regards to dealing with the 
slaves of Allah, such as dutifulness to parents, maintaining relations between kith 
and kin, fulfilling the rights of others, helping those in need, preventing harm from 
reaching people and striving hard to bring goodness to them. Allah promises a great 
reward in return. 
 

 From the great impacts of Ihsan (excellence) in this world is 
expansion of the chest and the heart being at rest. Ibn Al-Qayyim 
(may Allah have mercy on him) said when mentioning the means 
to expansion of the chest: “And of them (i.e. the means) is Ihsan 
(excellence) to the creation and benefitting them through what 
one has of wealth, position, and physical strength. For indeed the 
generous good-doer has the broadest chest, best soul, and most 
delighted heart, whilst the miserly person who does not do any 
Ihsan (excellence) has the most constricted chest, difficult life, 
and the greatest of concerns and worries.”428 

 
Allah combined both immediate and delayed rewards (in this world and the next) 
for the Muhsineen (the good-doers). In Surah Aal-‘Imran, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“So Allah gave them the reward of this world, and the excellent reward of the Hereafter. And 
Allah loves Al-Muhsinun.”429 

 
 
May Allah, out of His favor and generosity, make us among them. 
 

	
428 (25-26\2 ( داعملا داز  Zaad al-Ma’ad 

429 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:148] 

{	

{	
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AD-DAYYAAN ( ناّیدلا ):  
The Recompenser 

 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  N A M E  has been affirmed to Allah in the Sunnah: 
 

نغلب نم ھعمس لجر نع ثیدح ى : " لاق امھنع الله ىضر  الله دبع نب رباج نع 

ىلحر ھیلع تددش مث ، ، ترسف ًاریعب تیرتشاف ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص  الله لوسر 

ھنع الله ىضر  لاقف سینأ نبا الله دبع  اذإف : ماشلا ھ : یلع تمدق ىتح ، ًارھش ھیلإ

تلق ؟الله دبع نبا : ،ھبوث أطی جرخف ،معن لاقف ،بابل : ا ىلع رباج ھل لق باوبلل :

الله لوسر نم ھتعمس كنأ كنع ىنغل  الله ىلص بً اثیدح تلقف ،ھتقنتعاو ىنقنتعاف :

لاق ،ھعمسأ نأ لبق تومأ و : أ تومت نأ تیشخف صاصقلا ىف ، ملسو ھیلع 

لا : ق وأ ،ةمایقلا موی سانلا رشحی : " لوقی ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص  الله لوسر تعمس 
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ءىش مھعم سیل مث ، : " لاق ؟امھب امو انلق : لاق :  "، ًامھبً لارغ ةارع  ((  (( دابعلا

ناید ، لاو لا انأ كلملا انأ ، برق نم ھعمسی امك دعب نم ھعمسی ت وصب مھیدانی

أ دنع ھلو رانلا لخدی نأ رانلا لھأ نم دحلأ ىغبنی ىتح قح ةنجلا لھأ نم دح

لھأ نم دحلأو ةنجلا لخدی نأ ة  رانلا نجلا لھأ نم دحلأ ىغبنی لاو ، ھنم ھصقأ

انلق : لجو زع الله ىتأن امنإو فیك لاق : ةمطللا ىتح ،  ھنم ھصقأ ىتح قح هدن ع

" تائیسلاو تانسحلاب : " لاق ؟ " ًامھب ً،لارغ ،ةارع  –" 
 

Jabir ibn 'Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “I purchased a camel and 
rode it hard for a month until I reached Syria. 'Abdullah ibn Unays (may Allah be 
pleased with him) was there, and I sent word to him, saying: ‘Jabir is at the door.’ 
The messenger returned and said: ‘Jabir ibn 'Abdullah?’ ‘Yes,’ I replied. So 'Abdullah 
came out and embraced me. I said: ‘A Hadith reached me which I had not heard 
before and I feared that one of us might die.’” He went on, “I heard the Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, say: ‘Allah will gather His slaves naked, 
uncircumcised, without anything.’ We asked: ‘What is meant by “without anything”’? 
The Prophet said: ‘They will have nothing with them.’ (The Prophet went on,) ‘They 
will be called by a voice that is heard from afar (and I think that he said, ‘as if it was 
from close at hand’), saying: “I am the King. I am The One Who Recompenses. None 
of the people of the Garden will enter the Garden while any of the people of the Fire 
are seeking him for some injustice he did to him. None of the people of the Fire will 
enter the Fire while any of the people of the Garden are seeking him for an injustice 
he did to him.” I asked: ‘How is this? We come to Allah naked and without any 
worldly goods?’ He said: ‘This applies to good actions and evil actions.’”430 
 
 
Ad-Dayyaan is the One Who recompenses and accounts. Allah will gather the first 
and last of the people on the Day of Judgement. They will be naked, barefoot, and 
uncircumcised, having nothing with them from this world, and they will be 
accounted and recompensed for what they brought of deeds in their life in the 
Dunya (worldly life); if it is good, they will be rewarded with good, and if it is evil, 
they will be rewarded with evil. Allah says in Surah Al-Anbiya’: 
 

	
430 Al-Adab Al-Mufrad no. 970 
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“And We shall set up balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt 
with unjustly in anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. 

And Sufficient are We as Reckoners.”431 
 
 
The Day of Judgement is called “Yawm ad-Deen” because it is the Day of 
Recompense and account. Allah says in Surah Al-Fatihah: 
 

 
 

“The Only Owner (and the Only Ruling Judge) of the Day of Recompense (i.e. the Day of 
Resurrection)”432 

 
MEANING: 

The Owner of the Day of Recompensing deeds and accounting them.  
 
 
When the intelligent person knows that His Lord is Ad-Dayyaan, 
and that the Day of Judgement is a day of recompense and 
accounting, and that He will definitely meet Allah on that Day 
and see all his deeds displayed before him, both the good and evil, 
then he should take himself into account for that Day and prepare 
for it. 

 
Imam Ahmad narrated in “Az-Zuhd”433 that Abu Ad-Dardaa’ (may Allah be pleased 
with him) said: “The good deed does not wear out, and the sin is not forgotten, and 

	
431 Surah Al-Anbiya’ [21:47] 
432 Surah Al-Fatihah [1:4] 
433 No. 764 
 

{	

{	 {	



C H A P T E R  5 2   P A G E  2 6 0  

Ad-Dayyaan does not sleep, so do what you please, for what goes around comes 
around.”  
 
The intelligent person is the one who accounts himself while he is in the abode of 
action and the incapable is the one who procrastinates and persists in his 
misguidance and follows his desires until he is suddenly overtaken with regret. 
 
'Umar ibn Al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “Account yourselves 
before you are accounted and weigh your deeds before you will be weighed. The 
accounts will be easier for you tomorrow if you take yourself into account today. 
Adorn yourself for the great display; on that Day you will be presented, and nothing 
will be hidden from you.”434 
 
When the Companions asked the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) how the accounting will be when people will come to Allah on the Day of 
Judgement naked, barefoot, having nothing with them, he (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) said: 
 

ّیَّسلاوَ تِاَنسَحَلْابِ تِاَئِ  

 

“With good deeds and bad deeds.”435 
 
 
MEANING:

 
Allah will take the good deeds of the oppressor for the oppressed, and if he 
does not have any good deeds, Allah will take from the bad deeds of oppressed 
and they will be entered into his (the oppressor’s) account and he will be 
admitted into the Hell-Fire. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said in a Hadith: 

 

:  سلفملا نإ لاقف عاتم لاو ھل مھرد لا نم انیف سلفملا  : اولاق ؟  سلفملا نم نوردتأ

 اذھ فذقو ،اذھ متش دق يتأیو ،ةاكزو مایصو ةلاصب ةمایقلا موی يتأی يتمأ نم

 نم اذھو ،ھتانسح نم اذھ ىطعیف ،اذھ برضو ،اذھ مد كفسو ،اذھ لام لكأو

	
434 (2)  by Abi Ad-Duniya (Muhasabet An Nafs)  'سفنلا ةبساحم' ایندلا يبأ نبا
435 Sahih At-Targheeb no. 3608, and Al-Albani authenticated it Hasan 

{	
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م ذخأ ،ھیلع ام يضقی نأ لبق ھتانسح تینف نإف ،ھتانسح تحرطف مھایاطخ ن

رانلا يف حرط مث ،ھیلع  
 

“Do you know who is the bankrupt?” They said: “The bankrupt among us is one who 
has neither money with him nor any property.” He (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said: “The real bankrupt of my Ummah would be he who would come on 
the Day of Resurrection with Salat, Saum and Sadaqah (charity), but (he will find 
himself bankrupt on that Day as he will have exhausted the good deeds) because he 
reviled others, brought calumny against others, unlawfully devoured the wealth of 
others, shed the blood of others and beat others; so his good deeds would be credited 
to the account of those (who suffered at his hand). If his good deeds fall short to 
clear the account, their sins would be entered in his account and he would be 
thrown in the (Hell) Fire.”436 
 
 
And from the perfection of Allah’s recompensing on that Day is that He Himself 
will come to judge between the slaves, as He says in Surah Al-Fajr: 

 

 
 

“And your Lord comes with the angels in rows,”437 
 

 
 

“And Hell will be brought near that Day. On that Day will man remember, but how will 
that remembrance (then) avail him?”438 

 

 
 

“He will say: ‘Alas! Would that I had sent forth (good deeds) for (this) my life!’”439 

	
436 Sahih Muslim no. 2581 
437 Surah Al-Fajr [89:22] 
438 Surah Al-Fajr [89:23] 
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Therefore, O slave, reflect over that Day and remember that Allah is Ad-Dayyaan, 
and that all the rights will be returned to their people on that Day, and there will be 
nothing thereafter on that Day except good deeds and evil deeds. 
 
O Allah! Protect us from disgrace on the Day of Regret and from being exposed on 
the Day of Standing; the Day when neither wealth nor children will benefit, except 
for the one who brings Allah a pure heart. 
 

	
439 Surah Al-Fajr [89:24] 
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AL-MUQADDIM, 
AL-MU'AKHKHIR  

( رخؤملا مدقملا ):  
The Expediter, The Delayer 

 
 
 
 
 

T H E S E  T W O  N A M E S  have been mentioned in many Hadiths 
[sayings of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]; of them is the 
following supplication: 
 

ىنم ھب ملعأ تنأ ا . ،ىرمأ ىف ىف وم ارسإو ، ىلھجو ىتئیطخ ىل رفغا مھللا

.  ىل رفغا مھللا ىدنع كلذ لكو ،ىدمعو  ىئطخو ،ىلزھو ىّدج ىل رفغا مھللا

 تنأ ،ىنم ھب ملعأ تنأ امو ،تنلعأ امو تررسأ امو ،ترخأ امو تمدق ام

ریدق ءىش لك ىلع تنأو ، رخؤملا تنأو ،مدقملا  
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O Allah forgive my sins, my mistakes, my excessiveness in my affairs, and that which 
You know better than myself. O Allah grant me forgiveness (for the faults which I 
committed) in earnest or in jest, and which I committed inadvertently or 
deliberately; and indeed, all of these (failings) are in me. O Allah forgive me for 
what has come to pass of my sins and what will come to pass, and those I have 
committed in secret as well as those I have committed in public, and those which 
You know better than myself, You are Al-Muqaddim (the Expediter) and Al-
Mu'akhkhir (the Delayer), and You are Able to do all things.440 
 

These two Names are coupled Names which cannot be mentioned 
separately because their completion is in them being joined 
together. Bringing forward and delaying are two Attributes of 
Allah which indicate His perfect ability and implementation of 
His will, in addition to His perfect wisdom. 

 
This bringing forward and delaying can be universal, such as the bringing forward of 
some creations over others and delaying some creation over others and bringing 
forward the means before their consequences and the conditions before their results, 
and the like. It can also be religious, such as favoring the Prophets over the rest of 
creation and favoring some Prophets over others. Allah favored some slaves over 
others and brought them forward in knowledge, faith, deeds, and manners, and 
delayed those whom He delayed with some of that. All of this is in accordance to 
His wisdom; He brings forward those whom He wills of His creation to His mercy 
by His guidance and favor, and He keeps back those whom He wills from that by 
His justice. 
 
These two Names mentioned in the Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upn him)] are in the context of seeking forgiveness for all sins; the past 
and future, the secret and open, the unintentional and intentional. Sins delay a slave 
and Allah’s forgiveness brings him forward and elevates him. 
 
All matters belong to Allah and are in His Hands; He debases and elevates, He 
honors and humiliates, He gives and withholds. For whomever Allah writes honor, 
elevation and advancement, no one can prevent him from that. Similarly, for 
whomever Allah writes humiliation, disgrace, and delay, no one can rid him of that. 
 
The slave is in dire need of striving towards what benefits him and taking righteous 
paths which will bring him forward and attain Allah’s pleasure, as well as staying 

	
440 Muslim no. 2719 

{	 {	
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away from the evil paths which will push him back and make him fall into Allah’s 
anger. Allah says in Surah Al-Muddathir: 
 

 
 

“To any of you that chooses to go forward (by working righteous deeds), or to remain behind 
(by committing sins),”441 

 
MEANING: 

He will go forward by an action which brings him closer to his Lord, His 
pleasure and the Abode of Dignity, or be pushed back by committing a sin 
which will distance him from the pleasure of Allah and bring him closer to 
His Anger and the Hell-Fire. There is no sufficiency for the slave from Allah, 
Al-Muqaddim, Al-Mu'akhkhir in performing what brings him forward and 
distancing himself from what delays him. He needs Him in all his affairs, is 
poor to Him in all his needs and He is not sufficient from (capable without) 
His Lord and Patron for a blink of an eye. 

 
 
The belief of the slave that Allah Alone is Al-Muqaddim, Al-Mu'akhkhir with no 
partners results in complete humility towards Him, a strong desire for what is with 
Him, as well as fear of Him, lack of despairing of His mercy, lack of feeling safe from 
His plot and being keen in competing to perform good deeds. Allah says in Surah 
Al-Hadid: 
 

 
 

“Race one with another in hastening towards Forgiveness from your Lord (Allah), and 
towards Paradise, the width whereof is as the width of heaven and earth, prepared for those 

	
441 Surah Al-Muddathir [74:37] 

{	
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who believe in Allah and His Messengers. That is the Grace of Allah which He bestows on 
whom He pleases. And Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty.”442 

 
 
It is incumbent upon us to bring forward what Allah has brought forward and delay 
what Allah has delayed, and love what He loves and hate what He hates, for that is 
the stronghold of faith. 

	
442 Surah Al-Hadid [57:21] 
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AT-TAYYIB ( ّیطلا بِ ): The Good and Pure 
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  N A M E  has been mentioned in the following Hadith [saying of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: 
 

bََّا َّنإِ سُا  َّنلا اھَُّیَأ " اللهِ لُوُسرَ لَاَق لَاَق َ،ةرَ ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص  یْرَُھ يبَِأ نْعَ

{  اھَُّیَأ اَی ّیطَ ّیطَ َّلاإِ لَُبقَْیَ لا بٌِ  لَاَقَف نَیلِسَرْمُلْا ھِبِ رَمََأ امَبِ نَینِمِؤْمُلْا رَمََأ bََّا َّنإِوَ اًبِ

{  اھَُّیَأ اَی مٌیلِعَ نَوُلمَعَْت امَ }  لَاَقوَ ّیَّطلا نَمِ اوُلُك لُُسُّرلا ّنإِ احًلِاصَ اوُلمَعْاوَ تِاَبِ بِ يِ

".  ثََعشَْأ رََفَّسلا لُیطُِی لَجَُّرلا رَكََذ َّمُث ّیطَ نْمِ اوُلُك اوُنمَآ نَیذَِّلا } مُْكاَنقْزَرَ امَ تِاَبِ

ُ ھُسَبلْمَوَ مٌارَحَُ ھُبرَشْ مَوَ مٌارَحَُ ھمَُعطْمَوَ بِّرَ اَی بِّرَ اَی ءِامََّسلا ىَلإِ ھِیَْدَی ُّدمَُی رََبغَْأ

". كَلَِذلِ بُا جََتسُْی ىَّنَأَف مِارَحَلْابِ يَذُِغوَ  مٌارَحَ

 

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) as saying: “O people, Allah is Good and He 
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therefore, accepts only that which is good. And Allah commanded the believers as 
He commanded the Messengers by saying: ‘O Messengers, eat of the good things, and 
do good deeds; verily I am aware of what you do’. And He said: ‘O those who believe, 
eat of the good things that We gave you’. He then made a mention of a person who 
travels widely, his hair disheveled and covered with dust. He lifts his hand towards 
the sky (and thus makes the supplication): ‘O Lord, O Lord,’ whereas his diet is 
unlawful, his drink is unlawful, and his clothes are unlawful, and his nourishment is 
unlawful. How then can his supplication be accepted?”443 
 
 
Allah, At-Tayyib is the One Who is Pure and Free from all shortcomings and faults. 
This is because the original meaning of the word is purification and soundness from 
filth. Allah does not cease to be perfect in His Essence, His Attributes, His Actions 
and His Speech. He says and does what His perfection and greatness necessitate, and 
He does not say or do what opposes that. 
 

We affirm this meaning and what it indicates of the Name At-
Tayyib in the first Tashahhud of prayer when we say “ تابیطلا ,” 
(Tayyibaat) refering to Allah.  

 
Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “At-Tayyibaat (good and pure) 
in speech, actions, attributes, and names belong to Allah Alone, for He is Tayyib, 
and His Actions are Tayyib, and His Attributes are the best, and His Names are the 
best names, and His Name is At-Tayyib. Nothing comes from Him except good, and 
nothing is raised to Him except good, and nothing comes near to Him except good. 
His speech is good, and all good speech is raised to Him. His actions are good and 
only good actions ascend to Him. Goodness in its entirety belongs to Him, and it is 
connected to Him, sourced from Him, and ends with Him. 
 
Only the good and pure can be in His vicinity in Paradise, as it is said to the people 
of Paradise in Surah Az-Zumar: 
 

 
“Salamun 'Alaikum (peace be upon you)! You have done well, so enter here to abide 

therein.”444 

	
443 Sahih Muslim no. 1015 
444 Surah Az-Zumar [39:73] 

{	

{	
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Nothing becomes good except by the goodness of Allah, for the goodness of 
everything besides Him is from the impact of His goodness, and this good salutation 
is not suitable for anyone except Him. 
 
The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said in the following 
Hadith: 
 

ّیطَ  ّیطَ َّلاإِ لَُبقَْیَ لا بٌِ اًبِ اللهَ َّنإِ  
 

“Allah is Good and He therefore, accepts only that which is good.”445 
 
 
This means that Allah does not accept any deeds or words except those that are 
good. Therefore, the believer does not do except good and he does not say except 
good and he does not earn except good and he does not spend except from what is 
good. Deeds, words, and convictions can thus be described as Tayyib and they are 
divided into Tayyib (good and pure) or Khabith (evil and impure). Allah says in 
Surah Al-Maa’idah: 
 

 
 

“Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: ‘Not equal are Al-
Khabith (all that is evil and bad as regards things, deeds, beliefs, persons, foods, etc.) and At-
Tayyib (all that is good as regards things, deeds, beliefs, persons, foods, etc.), even though the 

abundance of Al-Khabith (evil) may please you.’”446 
 
 
The monotheistic Religion is entirely good and pure in its beliefs, rulings, and 
manners. Its beliefs go back to belief in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His 
Messengers, the Last Day, and the Pre-Ordained Decree; both good and bad. It is the 
correct creed which gives rest to the hearts, purifies the souls, and takes the one who 
believes and holds fast to it to the noblest goal. 
 
Allah divided speech into both good and evil. He says in Surah Ibrahim: 

	
445 Sahih Muslim no. 1015 
446 Surah Al-Maa’idah [5:100] 
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“Allah sets forth a parable - A goodly word as a goodly tree”447 
 

 
 

“And the parable of an evil word is that of an evil tree”448 
 
 
He says in Surah Fatir: 
  

 
 

“To Him ascend (all) the goodly words, and the righteous deeds exalt it.”449 
 
 
He described the believers with goodness in Surah An-Nahl: 
 

 
 

“Those whose lives the angels take while they are in a pious state.”450 
 
 
The angels will say at the time of death: 
 

ّیَّطلا دِسَجَلْا يفِ  بِِ ّیَّطلا سُفَّْنلا اھَُتَّیَأ يجِرُخْا تَْناكَُ ةَبِ  
 

“Come out, O good soul that was in a good body”451 
 
 

	
447 Surah Ibrahim [14:24] 
448 Surah Ibrahim [14:26] 
449 Surah Fatir [35:10] 
450 Surah An-Nahl [16:32] 
451 Sunan Ibn Majah, Vol 5, book 37, no. 4403 (English version) 
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They will greet them when they enter Paradise and say to them: 
 

 
 

“You have done well, so enter here to abide therein.”452 
 
 
The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) mentioned that if a believer 
visits his brother for the sake of Allah, the angels say to him: 
 

ًلازِنْمَ ةَِّنجَلْا   نَمِ تَْأَّوَبَتوَ كَاشَمْمَ بَاطَوَ تَبْطِ

 

May you be good, may your walking be good, and may you occupy a dignified 
position in Paradise.453 
 
 
The believer is all good in his heart, his tongue, and his body because of what resides 
in his heart of faith, which is made apparent on his tongue by remembrance of Allah 
and on his limbs by good deeds. 
 
When the believer becomes good and pure in this abode in terms of his belief, 
actions, and words, Allah honors him in the next life by entering Him into the 
Abode of the Pure which no one enters except the pure. Allah says in Surah An-
Nahl: 
 

 

 
 

“Those whose lives the angels take while they are in a pious state (i.e. pure from all evil, and 
worshipping none but Allah Alone) saying (to them): Salamun 'Alaikum (peace be on you) 

enter you Paradise, because of (the good) which you used to do (in the world).”454 
 

	
452 Surah Az-Zumar [39:73] 
453 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 2008, and Al-Albani authenticated it as Hasan 
454 Surah An-Nahl [16:32] 
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MEANING: 

Because of their goodness it is said to them: “Enter it!” 
 

Therefore, whomsoever of the believers comes on the Day of Judgement carrying 
sins whose traces they did not remove in this abode by repentance or seeking 
forgiveness, if Allah does not pardon them, He will prevent them from entering 
Paradise until they are purified from them. If they are not purified by the horrors 
and difficulties of the standing on the Day of Judgement, then they must be 
admitted into the Hell-Fire to be purified from the filth. Only then will they leave 
and enter Paradise. 
 
As for the disbelievers, there is nothing for them on the Day of Judgement except 
the Hell-Fire, where they will abide therein forever. It is the abode of evil and filthy 
speech, actions, food, and drink, and it is the abode of the filthy and evil. Allah says 
in Surah Al-Anfal: 
 

 
 

“In order that Allah may distinguish the wicked (disbelievers, polytheists and doers of evil 
deeds) from the good (believers of Islamic Monotheism and doers of righteous deeds), and put 

the wicked (disbelievers, polytheists and doers of evil deeds) one on another, heap them 
together and cast them into Hell. Those! It is they who are the losers.”455 

 
 
THE ABODES ON THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT ARE THREE: 
 

NO. 01 The abode of the purely good, and it is the abode of those who come 
with good which is not tainted with evil; these are the complete 
believers. 

 

NO. 02 The abode of the purely evil, and it is the abode of those who come with 
evil without any good; these are the disbelievers. 

 

	
455 Surah Al-Anfal [8:37] 

{	
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NO. 03 The abode of those who have both evil and good, and these are the 
disobedient amongst the monotheists. When they enter the Hell-Fire 
they will not remain forever therein; rather, they will be punished in 
accordance to their deeds, then they will leave and enter Paradise.  

 
After that, there will not remain except two abodes: the abode of the purely good 
and the abode of the purely evil. 
 
O Allah, make us of Your good and pure slaves to whom it will be said on the Day of 
Judgement: 
 

 
 

“Enter Paradise, no fear shall be on you, nor shall you grieve.”456 
 

	
456 Surah Al-A'raf [7:49] 
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ASH-SHAFFEE ( يفاشلا ): The Curer 
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  N A M E  is affirmed in the Prophetic Sunnah [practice of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: 
 

لُوُقَیوَ ىَنمُْیلْا هِدَِیبِ  حُسَمَْی ،ھِلِھَْأ ضَعَْبُ ذوَِّعُی نَاكَ ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص َّيبَِّنلا َّنَأ 

َ لا ءًاَفشِ ،كَؤُاَفشِ َّلاإِ ءَاَفشَِ لا ،يفِاَّشلا تَنَْأوَ ھِفِشْا ،سَاَبلْا بِھِذَْأ سِاَّنلا َّبرَ َّمھُ  َّللا "

" امًَقسَ رُدِاَغُی  
 

'Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated that the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to treat some of his wives by passing his right 
hand over the place of ailment and saying: “O Allah, the Lord of the people! Remove 
the trouble and heal the patient, for You are the Healer. No healing is of any avail 
but Yours; healing that will leave behind no ailment.”457 
 
 

	
457 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 5743 
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 ASH-SHAFFEE IS THE ONE FROM WHOM IS THE CURE:  
 

• Cure of the breasts from doubts, envy, hatred, and so forth of the sicknesses of the 
hearts, and 

 

• Cure of the bodies from sicknesses and ailments  
 
There is no cure except Allah’s cure and no curer except Him, as Ibrahim [Abraham 
(peace be upon him)] said in Surah Ash- Shu’araa: 
 

 
 

“And when I am ill, it is He Who cures me.”458 
 
 
MEANING: 

He Alone is singled out with curing and no one else. Therefore, it is 
incumbent upon every responsible person to believe with firm belief that 
there is no one who cures except Allah. The Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) clarified this in his statement: 

 

تَنَْأ َّلاإِ يفاش لا ،يفاَّشلا تَنَأ فِشْا ،سِأَبلا بَھِذْمُ ،سِاَّنلا َّبرَ َّم لا ءًافشِ ، ھَُّللا

ًامَقسَ ردِاغُی   
 

“O Allah, the Lord of Mankind, the Remover of distress, cure, for You are the Curer; 
there is no Cure but Yours, a cure that will leave behind no ailment.”459 
 
 
The greatest means to Allah in seeking His cure from diseases and sickness is to 
implore Him by singling Him out in His Ruboobiyah (Lordship) and that cure is in 
His Hands Alone; there is no cure for anyone except by His permission. This is 
because the command is His command, the creation is His creation, and everything 
is by His management. What He wills happens and what He does not will does not 
happen, and there is no ability or might to move from situation to situation except 
with Him. 
 

	
458 Surah Ash-Shu’araa [26:80] 
459 Al-Bukhari no. 5743 

{	
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The belief of the slave that cure is in Allah’s Hands Alone should not prevent him 
from taking beneficial means such as medication and seeking treatment. The 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) mentioned different types of 
beneficial remedies and they do not negate reliance on Allah or the belief that the 
cure is in His Hands: 
 

مَْل   اللهَ َّنِإَف اوْوَاَدَت  اللهَِ داَبعِ اَی مَْعَن " اللهِ لَاَق ىوَاَدَتَنَ لاَأ   لَوُسرَ اَی بُارَعَْلأا تَِلاَق

اللهِ لَوُسرَ اَی اوُلاَق امَوَ   اًدحِاوَ ءًاَد َّلاإِ ءًاوََد لَاَق وَْأ ءًاَفشُِ ھَل عَضَوَ َّلاإِ ءًاَد عْضََی 

" مُرَھَلْا "   وَُھ لَاَق
 

Usamah ibn Sharik said: “Some bedouins asked: ‘O Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) shall we treat (our ill)?’ He said: ‘Yes, O worshipers 
of Allah! use remedies. For indeed Allah did not make a disease but He made a cure 
for it - or - a remedy. Except for one disease.’ They said: ‘O Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)! what is it?’ He said: ‘Old age.’”460 
 
 
This is because the reality of Tawakkul (reliance on Allah) is the reliance of the 
heart upon Allah in attaining what benefits it and repelling all that harms it in its 
religious and worldly affairs. However, along with this, one should take the available 
beneficial means. Repelling hunger and thirst with eating and drinking does not 
negate faith, as Allah says in Surah Ash- Shu’araa: 
 

 
 

“And it is He Who feeds me and gives me to drink.”461 
 
 
Similarly, repelling sicknesses with beneficial treatments and medication does not 
negate belief. 
 
 
 

	
460 At-Tirmidhi, Vol. 4, book 2, no. 2038 (English version)  
461 Surah Ash- Shu’araa [26:79] 
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IT IS INCUMBENT FOR THE SLAVE TO KNOW THREE 

MATTERS REGARDING THE MEANS: 
 

FIRST: 
To only take means which are confirmed in the Islamic Law or are universally tested 
and known. 
 
SECOND: 
To not depend on the means but to depend on the One Who created the means. 
 
THIRD: 
To know that no matter how great and strong the means may be, they are tied to the 
decree of Allah. This is in order for the slave to not depend on them and to know 
the perfection of Allah’s Ability. 
 
We ask Allah, The Great, The Lord of mankind, The Remover of sickness, The 
Curer, to cure our sick and the sick among our Muslim brethren. 
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AL-JAMEEL ( لیمجلا ):  
The Most Beautiful 

 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  N A M E  is affirmed in the following Hadith [saying of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: 
 

" نْمََ ةَّنجَلْا لُخُدَْیَ لا اللهِ دِبْعَ نْعَ لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلصِ يّبَِّنلا نِعَ ،دٍوُعسْمَ نِبْ 

ُبوَْث نَوُكَی نَْأ ُّبحُِی لَجَُّرلا َّنإِ لٌجُرَ لَاَق اًنسَحَُ ھ  ". رٍبْكِ نْمٍِ ةَّرَذ  لُاَقْثمِ ھِبِلَْق يفِ نَاكَ

" سِاَّنلاُ طمْغَوَ قِّحَلْا رُطََب رُبْكِلْا لَامَجَلْا ُّبحُِی لٌیمِجَ  اللهَ َّنإِ " .  لَاَق ًةَنسَحَُ ھُلعَْنوَ  
 

It Is narrated on the authority of 'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with 
him) that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
“He who has in his heart the weight of a mustard seed of pride shall not enter 
Paradise.” A person (amongst his hearers) said: “Verily a person loves that his dress 
should be fine, and his shoes should be fine.” He (the Prophet) remarked: “Verily, 
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Allah is Beautiful, and He loves beauty. Pride is disdaining the truth (out of self-
conceit) and contempt for the people.”462 
 
 
This noble Name affirms the beauty of Allah in His Names, Attributes, Actions, and 
Noble Self. If a slave witnesses anything of the beauty of Allah’s Actions it serves as 
proof for the beauty of His Attributes, and the beauty of His Attributes are 
evidence of the beauty of His Noble Self. 
 
The true God is the One Who is loved and praised for His Noble Self. Therefore, it 
is incumbent upon the slave to know that there is no one who deserves to be 
worshipped except Allah, then loves Him and praises Him for His Noble Self and 
perfection. In addition to that, He should know that there is no true good doer in all 
categories of blessings, both outer and inner, except Allah; therefore, he loves Him 
for His benevolence and favors. 
 
Knowing Allah by His Beauty is of the mightiest and greatest types of knowledge. 
Those who are most complete in their knowledge are those who know Allah by His 
perfection. The Prophet’s (peace and blessing be upon him) statement: 
 

لامَجَلْا ُّبحُِی لٌیمِجَ اللهَ َّنإِ

  

 

“Verily, Allah is Beautiful, and He loves Beauty”463 
 
 
THIS COMPRISES TWO GREAT FOUNDATIONS: 
 
NO. 01 Knowledge 
 

NO. 02 Action  
 
The slave firstly knows Allah by His Beauty of which nothing is comparable to, then 
he worships Him by the beauty that He loves of utterances, deeds, and manners. For 
indeed, Allah loves for His slaves to beautify their tongues with truthfulness, their 
hearts with sincerity, love, repentance, and trust, and their limbs with obedience. He 
also loves for them to make His blessings upon them apparent by wearing clean 
garments, cutting their nails, and so forth. Therefore, they know Him by His 

	
462 Sahih Muslim, Book 1, no. 171 
463  Riyad as-Salihin, Vol. 5, book 41, no. 2819 (English version) 
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Attribute of beauty, and worship Him by beauty which He legislated. The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessing be upon him) said: 
.
 " هدبع ىلع ھتمعن رثأ ىری نأ بحی الله نإ " 
“Allah loves to see the sign of His Bounties on his slave.”464 
 
 
Allah loves to see the impact of His blessings upon His slaves. Making Allah’s 
blessings apparent constitutes gratitude to Allah, and gratitude is an inner beauty. 
Allah loves to see the outer beauty of His slaves through His favors and the inner 
beauty which is showing gratitude for them. Due to of His love for beauty, Allah 
sent down garments and adornments for His slaves to beautify themselves outwardly 
and He commanded them to have Taqwa (piety/fear) to beautify themselves 
inwardly. He says in Surat Al-A'raf: 
 

 
 

“O Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon you to cover yourselves (screen your 
private parts, etc.) and as an adornment, and the raiment of righteousness, that is better.”465 

 
 
He says regarding the people of Paradise in Surah Al-Insan: 
 

 
 

“So Allah saved them from the evil of that Day, and gave them Nadratan (a light of beauty) 
and joy.”466 

 

 
 

“And their recompense shall be Paradise and silken garments, because they were patient.”467 
	

464 At-Tirmidhi, Vol 5, book 41, no. 2819 (English version) 
465 Surat Al-A'raf [7:26] 
466 Surah Al-Insan [76:11] 
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Allah adorned their faces with a light of beauty and their inner selves with 
happiness and their bodies with silk. And the perfection of all favors upon the 
people of Paradise and the greatest delight for them is to see their God, their Lord, 
their Patron; The Most Beautiful, The Most Majestic. The Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
 

ُالله لُوُقَی نَوُدیرُِت ىَلاَعَتوَ كَرَاَبَت  مُْكُدیزَِأ اًئیْشَ لَاَق  َةَّنجَلْا ةَِّنجَلْا لُھَْأ لَ  خََد اَذإِ

لَاَق  بَاجَحِلْا فُشِكَْیَف رِاَّنلا نَمِ اَنجَِّنُتوََ ة  ّیَبُت مَْل َّنجَلْا اَنلْخِدُْت مَْلَأ اَنھَوجُوُ ضِْ َأ نَوُلوُقَیَف

". ّبرَ ىَلإِ رِظََّنلا نَمِ مْھِیَْلإِ َّبحََأ اًئیْشَ اوُطعُْأ امََف َّلجَوَ َّزعَ مْھِِ  
 

When those deserving of Paradise would enter Paradise, the Blessed and the Exalted 
would ask: “Do you wish Me to give you anything more?” They would say: “Hast 
Thou not brightened our faces? Hast Thou not made us enter Paradise and saved us 
from the Fire?” He (the narrator) said: He (God) would lift the veil, and of things 
given to them, nothing would he dearer to them than the sight of their Lord, the 
Mighty and the Glorious.468 
 
 
O Allah, we ask You for the delight of looking at Your Noble Face and the longing 
to meet You, without a calamity that will bring about harm, nor a trial that will 
cause deviation. 
 

	
467 Surah Al-Insan [76:12] 
468 Sahih Muslim no. 181a 
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AL-QAABIDH, AL-BAASIT  
( طسابلا ضباقلا ):  

The Restrainer, The Expander 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E S E  N A M E S  are mentioned in a Hadith [saying of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: 
 

و ھیلع الله ىلص ـ  ـ ملس اللهِ لِوُسرَ دِھْعَ ىَلعَ رُعْ سِّلاَ لاغَ لَاَق ،كٍلِامَ  نِبْ سَِنَأ نْعَ

ّعسََف رُعْسِّلاَ لاغَ دَْق  اَنَل رِْ اللهِ لَوُسرَ اَی اوُلاَقَف ّعسَمُلْا وَُھ   اللهَ َّنإِ ضُبِاَقلْا رُِ لَاَقَف "

ّبرَ َ لاوَ مٍَد يفِ ةٍمََلظْمَبِ ينُِبُلطَْیٌ دحََأ سَیَْلوَ يِ ّنإِ قُزِاَّرلاُ طسِ ىَقلْ َأ نَْأ وجُرَْلأ يِ اَبلْا

" لٍامَ  
 

It was narrated that Anas ibn Maalik (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “Prices 
rose during the time of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him), and they said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, prices have risen, so fix the prices for us.’ 
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He said: ‘Indeed Allah is the Musa’iir (The One Who sets prices), the Qaabidh, (The 
Restrainer), the Baasit, (The Expander). And I am hopeful that I meet my Lord and 
none of you are seeking (recompense from) me for an injustice involving blood or 
wealth.’”469 
 
 

Al-Baasit is the One Who stretches forth provision for 
whomsoever He wills from among His slaves and Al-Qaabidh is 
the One Who tightens or deprives whomsoever He wills from His 
provision, and this is because of what He knows of the benefit 
therein for them.  Allah says in Surah Ash-Shura: 

 

 

 
 

“And if Allah were to enlarge the provision for His slaves, they would surely rebel in the 
earth, but He sends down by measure as He wills.”470 

 
 
Withholding is constriction in provision and stretching forth is expansion and 
increase in provision, and all these matters are in the Hands of Allah. He is the One 
Who withholds and expands, the One Who brings down and elevates, the One Who 
gives and prevents, the One Who honors and humiliates, and He has no partner 
with Him. 
 
Whomsoever Allah has extended wealth, knowledge, or position should spend what 
Allah has given him for His sake and be good to the slaves of Allah as Allah has been 
good to him. For whomever Allah has constrained, should turn to Allah Alone and 
ask Him for help and expansion in his provision. 
 
Allah stretches forth wealth, well-being, life, and knowledge to whomever He wills, 
and He tightens it, as He is The All-Wise, The All-Aware. Allah’s constriction is a 
blessing for the believing slave because it prevents him from transgression, 
oppression, and wrongdoing. 
 

	
469 Sunan Ibn Majah, Vol. 3, book 12, no. 2200 (English version) 
470 Surah Ash-Shura [42:27] 

{	 {	
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The expansion of provision is in the Hands of Allah and one of the means of its 
expansion is by joining relations between kith and kin. The Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
 

َ أسَنُْیوَ ،ھِقِزْرِ يفُِ ھَل طَسَبُْی نَْأ َّبحََأ نْمَ " اللهِ لَوُسرَ َّنَأ لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص 

" ُھمَحِرَ لْصَِیلَْف   ،هِرَِثَأ يفُِ ھَل
 

“Whoever loves that he be granted more wealth and that his lease of life be 
prolonged, then he should keep good relations with his kith and kin.”471 
 
 
May Allah stretch forth upon us His blessings, mercy, favors and provision. 
 

	
471 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 5986 
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AL-MANAAN ( نانملا ):  
The Bestower of Favors 

 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  N A M E  is confirmed in the following Hadith [saying of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: 
 

 - اسًلِاجَ ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص اللهِ لِوُسرَ عَمَ تُنُْك لَاَق  ينِعَْی ،كٍلِامَ   نِبْ سَِنَأ نْعَ

ّلصَُی مٌئِاَق لٌجُرَوَ  كَُلَأسَْأ ّنإِ َّمھَُّللا ھِئِاعَُد يفِ لَاَقَف اعََدَ دَّھشََتوََ دجَسَوَ عَكَرَ اَّمَلَف يِ يِ

اَّنمَلْا تَنَْأ َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لاَ دمْحَلْا كََل َّنَأبِ لَِلاجَلْا اَذ اَی ضِرَْلأاوَ تِاوَمََّسلا عُیدَِب نُ

.  ھِبِاحَصَْلأ ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص ُّيبَِّنلا لَاَقَف ّنإِ مُوُّیَق اَی كَُلَأسَْأ يِ ُّىحَ اَی مِارَكْلإِاوَ 

اللهَ اعََد دَْقَل هِدَِیبِ  فَْن يذَِّلاوَ يسِ " .  لَاَق مَُلعَْأُ ھُلوُسرَوَ  ُالله اوُلا َق  ". اعََد امَبِ نَورُدَْت "

" ىطَعَْأ ھِبِ لَئُِس اَذإِوَ بَا جََأ ھِبِ يَعُِد اَذإِ يذَِّلا مِیظَِعلْا ھِمِسْابِ  
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It was narrated that Anas ibn Maalik (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “I was 
sitting with the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and a 
man was standing and praying. When he bowed, prostrated and recited the 
Tashahhud, he supplicated, and in his supplication, he said: 
 

Allahumma inni as'aluka bi-anna lakal-hamd, la ilaha illa ant, Al-Mannaanu, Badi’us-
Samawaati wal-ard, ya Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam! Ya Hayyu, ya Qayyum! Inni as'aluka. 
 

“O Allah, indeed I ask You since all praise is due to You, there is none worthy of 
worship but You, the Bestower, the Creator of the heavens and earth, O Possessor of 
majesty and honor, O Ever-living, O Eternal, I ask of You.” 
 

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: ‘Do you know what he 
has supplicated with?’ They said: ‘Allah and His Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) know best.’ He said: ‘By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, he 
called upon Allah by His Greatest Name, which, if He is called by it, He responds, 
and if He is asked by it, He gives.’”472 
 
 

 Al-Mannaan is the One Who is abundant in giving, great in 
gifting, vast in benevolence. His bestowals encircle His slaves and 
He successively grants them blessings out of His generosity. There 
is no absolute Mannaan except Him. He initiates blessings before 
being asked and He has favors upon His slaves while they have no 
favors upon Him, Exalted be He. 

 
From His great favors is His guidance of His chosen slaves to the path which leads to 
the Abode of Peace and His defending them with the best defense and protecting 
them from falling into sins. He made faith beloved to them and beautified it in their 
hearts and He made disbelief, rebellion, and disobedience hated to them. He made 
them of the rightly guided and called them Muslims before He created them. He 
remembers them before they remember Him and gives them before they ask Him, 
and He makes Himself known to them by His Names. He commanded them with 
what He commanded them with out of His mercy and benevolence and forbade 
them from what He forbade them from as a protection for them. He addressed them 
with the gentlest address and advised them with the best advice. He commanded 
them with the noblest of characteristics and forbade them from the most despicable 
utterances and actions. He made the way to knowing Him vast and He opened the 
doors of guidance for them. He made the means which bring them closer to His 

	
472 Sunan An-Nasaa'i no. 1300 

{	 {	



C H A P T E R  5 8   P A G E  2 8 7  

pleasure and farther away from His anger known to them, in addition to His many 
other types of blessings and categories of favors. He says in Surah An-Nahl: 
 

 
 

“And if you would count the graces of Allah, never could you be able to count them. Truly! 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”473 

 
 
Allah reminded His slaves of His favor of guiding them to this Religion and 
removing them from the darkness of Shirk (associating partners with Allah) and 
disbelief. In Surah Al-Hujurat, Allah says: 
 

 

 
 

“And know that, among you there is the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). If he were to obey you (i.e. follow your opinions and desires) in much of the 
matter, you would surely be in trouble, but Allah has endeared the Faith to you and has 

beautified it in your hearts, and has made disbelief, wickedness and disobedience [to Allah 
and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] hateful to you. These! 

They are the rightly guided ones,”474 
 

 
 

“(This is) a Grace from Allah and His Favor. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.”475 
 
 
And He mentioned His favor of sending the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) and honoring this nation by sending the best of all Messengers. In 
Surah Aal-‘Imran, Allah says: 

	
473 Surah An-Nahl [16:18] 
474 Surah Al-Hujurat [49:7] 
475 Surah Al-Hujurat [49:8] 
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“Indeed Allah conferred a great favor on the believers when He sent among them a Messenger 
[Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] from among themselves, 

reciting unto them His Verses (the Qur'an), and purifying them (from sins by their following 
him), and instructing them (in) the Book (the Qur'an) and Al-Hikmah [the wisdom and the 
Sunnah of the Prophet (i.e. his legal ways, statements, acts of worship, etc.)], while before 

that they had been in manifest error.”476 
 
 
He mentioned His favor of establishing His Prophets and believing slaves on earth. 
In Surah Al-Qasas, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And We wished to do a favor to those who were weak (and oppressed) in the land, and to 
make them rulers and to make them the inheritors,”477 

 

 
 

“And to establish them in the land, and We let Fir'aun (Pharaoh) and Haman and their hosts 
receive from them that which they feared.”478 

 

	
476 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:164] 
477 Surah Al-Qasas [28:5] 
478 Surah Al-Qasas [28:6] 
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He mentions His favor upon His believing slaves by entering them into Paradise and 
saving them from the Hell-Fire. In Surah At-Tur, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“Saying: "Aforetime, we were afraid with our families (from the punishment of Allah).”479 
 

 
 

“But Allah has been gracious to us, and has saved us from the torment of the Fire.”480
 

 

 
 

“Verily, We used to invoke Him (Alone and none else) before. Verily, He is Al-Barr (the Most 
Subtle, Kind, Courteous, and Generous), the Most Merciful.”481 

 
 
Whoever knows his Lord by this great Name and knows that He Alone is the One 
Who grants favors should then praise Him for His blessings. In Surah Al-Ahqaf, 
Allah says: 
 

 
 

“He says: ‘My Lord! Grant me the power and ability that I may be grateful for Your Favor 
which You have bestowed upon me and upon my parents,’”482 

 
 
Allah commanded His slaves with gratitude and forbade them from its opposite. He 
praised His grateful slaves and promised them the best reward. He made gratitude a 
means of increase of his bounties and a protection for existing blessings. He says in 
Surah Ibrahim: 
 

	
479 Surah At-Tur [52:26] 
480 Surah At-Tur [52:27] 
481 Surah At-Tur [52:28] 
482 Surah Al-Ahqaf [46:15] 
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“And (remember) when your Lord proclaimed: "If you give thanks (by accepting Faith and 
worshipping none but Allah), I will give you more (of My Blessings), but if you are thankless 

(i.e. disbelievers), verily! My Punishment is indeed severe.”483 
 
 
He also commanded them not to use His blessings in disobeying Him and not to 
attribute His blessings to anyone but Him. He says in Surah An-Nahl: 
 

 

 
 

“They recognize the Grace of Allah, yet they deny it (by worshipping others besides Allah) 
and most of them are disbelievers [deny the Prophethood of Muhammad (peace and blessings 

of Allah be upon him)].”484 
 
 
Thus, all praise and thanks is due to Allah. All praise is due to Him for Islam, for 
faith, and for the Qur'an. 
 

	
483 Surah Ibrahim [14:7] 
484 Surah An-Nahl [16:83] 
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AL-HAYIYY ( يیحلا ): The Modest One 
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  N A M E  is mentioned in two Hadiths [sayings of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: 
 
NO. 01   
 

َ دعِصََف رٍازَإَِ لابِ زِارََبلْابِ لُسَِتغَْیً لاجُرَ ىَأرَ ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص  اللهِ لَوُسرَ َّنَأ

اللهَ َّنإِ ٌّيیِحَ َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  " َق َّمُث ھِیَْلعَ ىَنْثَأوَ bََّاَ دمِحََف رََبنْمِلْا ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص لَا

". رْتَِتسَْیلَْف مُْكُدحََأ ّتسِ  لَسََتغْا اَذِإَف رَْتَّسلاوَ ءَاَیحَلْا ُّبحُِی رٌیِ  
 

Narrated Ya'la: The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
saw a man washing in a public place without a lower garment. So he mounted the 
pulpit, praised and extolled Allah and said: “Allah is Al-Hayiyy and As-Sitteer 
(characterized by modesty and concealment). So when any of you washes, he should 
conceal himself.”485 

	
485 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 4012 and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih 
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NO. 02   
 

لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلصِ يّبِ " مٌیرِكَ ٌّيیِحَ اللهَ َّنإِ َّنلا نِعَ ِ،يّسِرِا َفلْا نَامَلْسَ نْعَ

" نِیَْتَبئِاخَ ارًفْصِ امَُھَّد رَُی نَْأ ھِیَْدَی ھِیَْلإِ لُجَُّرلا عََفرَ اَذإِ يحَِتسَْی  

 
Salman Al-Farsi (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Indeed, Allah is Hayiyy, Generous. When 
a man raises his hands to Him, He feels shy to return them to him empty and 
rejected.”486  
 
 
This noble Name affirms shyness as an Attribute of Allah in a way that befits His 
majesty. 
 
Shyness is also mentioned in the Qur'an and Hadith in the form of a verb. Allah says 
in Surah Al-Baqarah: 
 

 
 

“Verily, Allah is not ashamed to set forth a parable even of a mosquito or so much more 
when it is bigger (or less when it is smaller) than it.”487 

 
 
None from among Allah’s creation resembles Him in any of His Attributes. Thus, 
speaking of this Attribute is like speaking about the rest of Allah’s Attributes. Just 
as we affirm that Allah’s knowledge is not like ours, His seeing is not like ours, His 
hearing is not like ours, His will is not like ours, similarly, His modesty and shyness 
is not like ours. 
 

 Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “As for the 
shyness of the Lord from His slaves, Exalted is He, that is 
something which our understanding cannot comprehend, and the 
mind cannot fathom. For indeed, His shyness is nobility, 
goodness, generosity, and magnificence.”488 

	
486 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3556, and it is authenticated by Al-Albani as Sahih 
487 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:26] 
488 Ibn al Qayyim 2/261  (Madarij as-Salikeen)  نیكلاسلا جرادم

{	 {	
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Allah loves His Names and Attributes and He loves to see the effects of these on His 
creation. He is Al-Hayiyy and He loves the modest, Al-Kareem and He loves the 
generous, Ash-Shakoor and He loves the grateful, Al-Muhsin and He loves the good-
doers, Al-‘Afuww and He loves those who pardon, Al-Haleem and He loves those 
who are forbearing. Due to His love for His Names and Attributes, He commanded 
His slaves with what they necessitate and entail. He thus commanded them with 
modesty, benevolence, mercy, generosity, and pardoning.  He loves His slaves who 
strive to be attributed with the attributes He loves and hates those who are 
attributed with the attributes that He hates. 
 
Modesty is one of the branches of faith and is comprised of all good. The Prophet 
(peace and blessing be upon him) said: 
 

". نِامَیلإِا نَمٌِ ةَبعُْش ءُاَیحَلْاوًَ ةَبعُْش نَوُعبْسَوَ عٌضْبِ نُامَیلإِا " 
 

Faith has over seventy branches, and modesty is a branch of faith.489 
 
 
The Prophet himself (peace and blessing be upon him) was the shyest of all people. 
 

 دٍیعِسَ يبَِأ نْعَ ىضر ـِ يّرِدْخُلْا ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص ُّيبَِّنلا نَاكَ لَاَق ـ ھنع الله

. اھَرِدْخِ يفِ ءِارَذَْعلْا نَمِ ءًاَیحَ َّدشََأ  
 

Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: “The Prophet (peace 
and blessing be upon him) was shier than a veiled virgin girl.”490 
 
 
Modesty and shyness in a slave are beautiful qualities to have. It results in the 
avoidance of all despicable matters and prevents a person from falling into 
shortcomings in giving each right its due right. 
 
The greatest shyness required from us is shyness of Allah. 

 

	
489 Sahih Muslim no. 35a 
490 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 3562 
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."  اَی اَنلُْق لَاَق ءِاَیحَلْا َّقحَ bَِّا نَمِ اوُیحَْتسْا " اللهِ لُوُسرَ لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص 

اللهِ نَمِ ءَاَیحْتِسْلاِا َّن َّقحَ  كَِلوَ كَاَذ سَیَْل " .  لَاَق bُِِ دمْحَلْاوَ يیِحَْتسَْنَل اَّنإِ  اللهِ لَوُسرَ

نَطَْبلْا ظََفحَْتوَ ىعَوَ امَوَ سَْأ  ىَلبِلْاوَ تَوْمَلْا رََّكَذَتَتوَ ىوَحَ امَوَ َّرلا ظََفحَْت نَْأ ءِاَیحَلْا

" ءِاَیحَلْا َّقحَ  اللهِ نَمِ اَیحَْتسْا دَِقَف كَ لَِذ لََعَف نْمََف اَینُّْدلاَ ةَنیزِ كَرََتَ ة رَخِلآاَ دارََأ نْمَوَ  
 

'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessing be upon him) said: “Have Haya’ for Allah as is His due.” 
[He said:] We said: “O Prophet of Allah! We have Haya’, and all praise is due to 
Allah.” He said: “Not that, but having Haya’ for Allah which He is due is to protect 
the head and what it contains and to protect the insides and what it includes, and to 
remember death and the trial, and whoever intends the Hereafter, he leaves the 
adornments of the world. So, whoever does that, then he has indeed fulfilled Haya’, 
meaning the Haya’ which Allah is due.”491 
 
 
Guarding the head and what is in it entails guarding the hearing, sight, and tongue 
from the prohibitions. Guarding the stomach and what is in it entails guarding the 
heart from sins and the stomach from unlawful food and drinks entering it. 
Guarding the private parts entails guarding it from indecency and unlawful sexual 
relations. 
 
May Allah grant us shyness of Him, and may He grant us success in actualizing fear 
of Him in public and private. 
 

	
491 Sahih Aj Jami’e 935, and it is authenticated by Al-Albani as Hasan 
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AS-SITEER ( ریتسلا ): The Concealer 
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  N A M E  is mentioned in the following Hadith [saying of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: 
 

َ دعِ صََف رٍازَإَِ لابِ زِارََبلْابِ لُسَِتغَْیً لاجُرَ ىَأرَ ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص   اللهِ لَوُسرَ َّنَأ

اللهَ َّن ٌّيیِحَ َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص لَاَق َّمُث "إِ ھِیَْلعَ ىَنْثَأوَ   اللهََ دمِحََف رََبنْمِلْا

 " رْتَِتسَْیلَْف مُْكُدحََأ لَسَ ّتسِ َتغْا اَذِإَف رَْتَّسلاوَ ءَاَیحَلْا ُّبحُِی رٌیِ  
 

Ya'la narrated that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) saw a man washing in a public place without a lower garment. So he ascended 
the pulpit, praised and extolled Allah and said: “Allah is Al-Hayiyy and As-Siteer 
(characterised by modesty and concealment). So, when any of you washes, he should 
conceal himself.”492 
 

	
492 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 4012, and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih 
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Allah, As-Siteer, is the One Who conceals His slaves much and does not expose 
them. He loves that His slaves conceal themselves from what exposes and humiliates 
them. And this is from Allah’s mercy, forbearance and generosity. 
 
Along with Allah’s complete richness from His creation, and from their worship and 
obedience, He honors and conceals His slave and brings forth the means of 
concealment of his sins. He guides him to feel remorse and repent, and He pardons 
and forgives him. This is out of Allah’s gentleness and mercy with His creation. In 
Surah Ash-Shura, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And He it is Who accepts repentance from His slaves, and forgives sins, and He knows what 
you do.”493 

 
 

Allah hates for His slave to announce to others if he falls into a 
sin. Rather, Allah invites him to repent to Him. Of the most 
hated slaves to Allah are the ones who sin at night whilst Allah 
conceals them, and they wake up in the morning and lift Allah’s 
concealment upon them. 

 
If Allah conceals a slave in this world, He will not expose him in the Hereafter. 
 

" نْمِ مُْكُدحََأ وُندَْی اللهِ لَوُسرَ تَعْمِسَ لَاَق ىوَجَّْنلا يفِ لُوُقَی ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص 

.  اَذكَ تَلْمِعَ لُوُقَیوَ مَْعَن لُوُقَیَف  . اَذكَوَ اَذكَ تَلْمِعَ لُوُقَیَف ّبرَ  ھِیَْلعَُ ھَفَنكَ عَضََی ىَّتحَ ھِِ

ّنإِ لُوُقَی َّمُث  ُهرُرِّ كََل اھَرُفِغَْأ اَنَأَف ،اَینُّْدلا يفِ كَیَْلعَ تُرَْتسَ يِ َقُیَف  . مَْعَن لُوُقَیَف  . اَذكَوَ

". مَوَْیلْا  
 

Safwan ibn Muhriz narrated that a man asked Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with 
them): “What did you hear Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) say regarding An-Najwa (secret talk between Allah and His believing 

	
493 Surah Ash-Shura [42:25] 
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worshipper on the Day of Judgement)?” He said that [the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said:] “One of you will come close to his Lord till He 
will shelter him with His screen and say: ‘Did you commit such-and-such sin?’ He 
will say: ‘Yes.’ Then Allah will say: ‘Did you commit such and such sin?’ He will say: 
‘Yes.’ So Allah will make him confess (all his sins) and He will say: ‘I screened them 
(your sins) for you in the world, and today I forgive them for you.’”494 
 
 
For this reason, it is obligatory upon the slave to strive against himself to stay far 
away from sins. If he happens to commit a sin, he should conceal himself, hasten to 
repent to Allah, and increase in performing good deeds. 
 

اللهُِ دبْعَ لَاَقَ لااَق ،دِ ملسو ھیلع الله ىلصِ يّبَِّنلا ىَلإِ لٌجُرَ ءَاجَ  وَ سَْلأاوَ َ،ةمََقلْعَ نْعَ

ّنإِ لَاَقَف  اَنَأَف اھََّسمََأ نَْأ نَوُد امَ اھَنْمِ تُبْصََأَف ةَِنیدِمَلْا ىصَقَْأ نْمًِ ةَأرَمْا تُجَْلاعَ يِ

.  مَْلَف كَسِفَْن ىَلعَ تَرَْتسَ وَْل كَ یَْلعَ  ُالله رََتسَ دَْق رُمَُع لَاَقَف  تَ.  ْئشِ امَ َّىَلعَ مْقَِأَف اَذھَ

 الله ىلص ُّيبَِّنلاُ ھَعَبْتَأَف لُجَُّرلا قََلطَنْاَف اًئیْشَ ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص ُّيبَِّنلا ھِیَْلعَ َّدرَُی

 { زُوَ رِاھَ لِیَّْللا نَمِ اًفَل َّنلا ىَِفرَطََ ة َلاَّصلا مِقَِأوَ  }  ھِیَْلعََ لاَتَفُ هاعََدَفً لاجُرَ ملسو ھیلع

اللهِ لَوُسرَ اَی مِوَْقلْا نَ لَاَقَفً ةَّفاكَ سِاَّنللِ مَْأً ةَّصاخَُ ھَلَأ  مِ لٌجُرَ لَاَقَف ةَِیلآا رِخِآ ىَلإِ

". ًةَّفاكَ سِاَّنللِ لَْب " 
 

'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) said: A man came to the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: “I contacted directly a 
woman at the furthest part of the city (i.e. Madinah) and I did everything with her 
except sexual intercourse. So here I am; inflict any punishment you wish.” 
Thereupon ’Umar said: “Allah has concealed your fault; it would have been better if 
you also had concealed it yourself.” The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) sent a man after him. (When he came) he recited the verse: “And 
establish regular prayers at the two ends of the day and at the approaches of the 
night…” up to the end of the Ayat. A man from the people got up and asked: “Is it 
particular to him, Messenger of Allah, or for the people in general?” He replied: “It is 
all the people.”495 

	
494 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6070 
495 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 4468, and Al-Albani authenticated it Hasan Sahih 
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From this we also learn that a person should conceal the faults of others and not 
follow up on their wrongs. 
 

ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص اللهِ لُو " نُامَیلإِا لِخُدَْی مَْلوَ ھِنِاسَلِبِ نَمَآ نْمَ رَشَعْمَ اَی ُسرَ لَاَق

ُاللهِ عبِ  َّتَی مْھِتِارَوْعَ عَ َبَّتا نِمَُ ھَّنِإَف مْھِتِارَوْعَ اوُعبَِّتَتَ لاوَ نَیمِلِسْمُلْا اوُباَتغَْتَ لاُ ھَبلَْق

". ھِتِیَْب يفُِ ھحْضَفَْیُ ھَترَوْعَ  ُاللهِ ع بَِّتَی نْمَوَُ ھَترَوْ  عَ
 

Abu Barzah al-Aslami narrated that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said: “O community of people, who believed by their tongue, and belief 
did not enter their hearts, do not back-bite Muslims, and do not search for their 
faults, for if anyone searches for their faults, Allah will search for his fault, and if 
Allah searches for the fault of anyone, He exposes him in his house.”496 
 
 
And in an excerpt of a longer Hadith, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said: 
 

ةِمَاَیقِلْا مَوَْی  ُاللهُ هرََتسَ امًلِسْمُ رََتسَ   نْمَوَ
 

“and he who did not expose (the follies of a Muslim) Allah would conceal his follies 
on the Day of Resurrection.”497 
 
 
We ask Allah to conceal us in the following supplication: 
 

َ ةَیفِاَعلْاوَ وَفَْعلْ ّنإِ َّمھَُّللا ةِرَخِلآاوَ اَینُّْدلا يفَِ ةَیفِاَعلْا ا كَُلَأسَْأ يِ وَ وَفَْعلْا كَُلَأسْ ّنإِ َّمھَُّللا َأ يِ

 نْمِ ينِظَْفحْاوَ يتِاعَوْرَ نْمِآوَ يتِارَوْعَ رُْتسْا َّمھَُّللا يلِامَوَ يلِھَْأوَ ىَاَینُْدوَ ينِیدِ يفِ

وَ يفِلْخَ نْمِوَ َّىَدَی نِیَْب لَاَتغُْأ نَْأ كَبُِ ذوُعَأوَ يقِوَْف نْمِوَ يلِامَشِ نْعَوَ ينِیمَِی نْعَ

يتِحَْت نْمِ  
 

Allahumma inni as'alukal-'afwa wal-'afiyah fid-dunya wal-akhirah. Allahumma inni 
as'alukal-'afwa wal-'afiyah fi dini wa dunyaya wa ahli wa mali. Allahum-mastur 'awrati, 

	
496 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 4880, and Al-Albani authenticated it Hasan Sahih 
497 Sahih Muslim no. 2580 
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wa amin raw'ati wahfazni min bayni yadayya, wa min khalfi, wa 'an yamini wa 'an 
shimali, wa min fawqi, wa 'oudhu bika an ughtala min tahti 
 

“O Allah, I ask You for pardoning and well-being in this world and in the Hereafter. 
O Allah, I ask You for pardoning and well-being in my religious and worldly affairs. 
O Allah, conceal my faults, calm my fears, and protect me from before me and 
behind me, from my right and my left, and from above me, and I seek refuge in You 
from being taken unaware from beneath me.”498 
 
 
The statement: يتِارَوْعَ رُْتسْا َّمھَُّللا  “O Allah, conceal my faults” is seeking concealment 
from Allah and the ‘Awraat are the faults of man, his shortcomings, and anything 
that he hates to be exposed to others. Also included in this concealment are the 
bodily ‘Awraat, which, for the man is from his navel to his knees and for the woman 
is her entire body. It is especially important for the Muslim woman to take heed of 
this supplication and conceal herself with the legislated Islamic covering.  
 
O Allah, conceal our faults, forgive our sins and slips, and end our deeds and life 
with righteous good deeds. 

	
498 Sunan Ibn Majah no. 3871 
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AS-SAYYID ( دیسلا ): The Master 
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  N A M E  is mentioned in the following Hadith: 
 

اللهِ لِوُسرَ ىَلإِ الله ىلص   رٍمِاعَ ينَِب دِفْوَ يفِ تُقَْلطَنْا يبَِأ لَاَق لَاَق ،فٍرِّطَمُ نْعَ

ً لاضَْف اَنُلضَفَْأوَ اَنلُْق  . ىَلاَع ّیَّسلا َتوَ كَرَاَبَتُ اللهُ دِ " .  لَاَقَف ّیسَ تَنَْأ اَنلُْقَف ملسو ھیلع اَنُدِ

". نُاطَیَّْشلا  مُُكَّنَیرِجَْتسَْیَ لاوَ مُْكلِوَْق ضِعَْب وَْأ مُْكلِوَْقبِ اوُلوُق " .  لَاَقَف ًلاوْطَ اَنمُظَعَْأوَ  
 

Narrated Muttarif that his father said: I went with a deputation of Banu Amir to the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and we said: “You 
are our master (Sayyid).” To this he replied: “The Master is Allah, the Blessed and 
Exalted.” Then we said: “…and the one of us most endowed with excellence and 
superiority.” To this he replied: “Say what you have to say, or part of what you have 
to say, and do not let the devil make you his agents.”499 
 

	
499 Sunan Abi Dawud no. 4806 and Al Albani authenticated it as Sahih 
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Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) said regarding the following verse: 
 

 
 

“Say: ‘Shall I seek a lord other than Allah, while He is the Lord of all things?’”500 
 
 
“He is the Ilah (The One Who is deified out of love and magnification) and the 
Sayyid (The Master)” 
 
And he said regarding the verse: 
 

 
 

“Allah-us-Samad (The Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need, He neither eats nor 
drinks).”501 

 
 
“He is the Sayyid (Master) Who is complete and perfect in His Mastership” [End 
Quote]502 
 
The true Master is Allah. He is the Owner, the Patron, the Rabb. All of the creation 
are slaves to Him; owned and subdued by Him. They need Him in all their affairs 
and are poor to Him for all their needs. There is no one who is sufficient from Him 
for a blink of an eye. All matters belong to Him alone. The entire creation is under 
His management of affairs.  
 
He gives and withholds, humiliates and elevates, honours and disgraces, gives life 
and causes death, commands and prohibits, constricts and extends, guides and 
misguides, causes to laugh and causes to cry, enriches and impoverishes. The 
command is His command, the dominion is His dominion, and the slaves are His 
slaves. Just as He is the Master Who manages the affairs of the creation without 
partners, He is the Master Who should be worshipped alone without partners. How 
can a weak created being rival the Great Master, the Majestic Creator, The All-Able 
Lord? Exalted is He from all they associate with Him. Allah says: 

	
500 Surah Al-An’am [6:164] 
501 Surah Al-Ikhlas [112:2] 
502 Tafsir At Tabarai (763/24) 
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“Do they attribute as partners to Allah those who created nothing but they themselves are 
created?”503 

 

 
 

“No help can they give them, nor can they help themselves.”504 
 

 
 

“And if you call them to guidance, they follow you not. It is the same for you whether you 
call them or you keep silent.”505 

 

 
 

“Verily, those whom you call upon besides Allah are slaves like you. So call upon them and 
let them answer you if you are truthful.”506 

 

 
	

503 Surah Al-A'raf [7:191] 
504 Surah Al-A'raf [7:192] 
505 Surah Al-A'raf [7:193] 
506 Surah Al-A'raf [7:194] 
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“Have they feet wherewith they walk? Or have they hands wherewith they hold? Or have 
they eyes wherewith they see? Or have they ears wherewith they hear? Say (O Muhammad): 
"Call your (so-called) partners (of Allah) and then plot against me, and give me no respite!”507 
 

 
 

“Verily, my Waliy (Protector, Supporter, and Helper, etc.) is Allah Who has revealed the 
Book (the Qur'an), and He protects (supports and helps) the righteous.”508 

 

 
 

“And those whom you call upon besides Him (Allah) cannot help you, nor can they help 
themselves.”509 

 
 
People take masters besides Allah, whether they are living or dead, thinking they 
can bring them benefit or avert harm. They attach their needs and requests to them 
and direct their invocations to them. Yet how can they be made equal to the Lord of 
the lords? How can a slave be equal to the Owner of the slaves? How can someone 
who does not own himself or others, nor an atom’s weight from the heavens and the 
earth be equal to the Great Master, Who owns the treasures of the heavens and the 
earth? 
 
The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is the master of the 
Children of Adam (peace be upon him), the best of the slaves of Allah, and the 
leader of the pious, yet he disliked for them to say that because it is a means which 
leads to exaggeration and excessiveness. 
 

	
507 Surah Al-A'raf [7:195] 
508 Surah Al-A'raf [7:196] 
509 Surah Al-A'raf [7:197] 
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ـ ھنع الله ىضر   ىلص َّيبَِّنلا تُعْمِسَ رَِبنْمِلْا ىَلعَ لُوُقَی ـ رَمَُع عَمِسَ ،سٍاَّبعَ نِبْا  

" اَنَأ امََّنِإَف ،مََیرْمَ نَبْا ىرَاصََّنلا تِرَطَْأ امَكَ ينِورُطُْتَ لا ُ،هُدبْعَ  لُوُقَی ملسو ھیلع الله

" ُھُلوُسرَوَ اللهُِ دبْعَ   اوُلوُقَف
 

’Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: “I heard the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) saying: ‘Do not exaggerate in praising me as the 
Christians praised the son of Mary, for I am only a slave. So, call me the slave of 
Allah and His Messenger.’”510 
 
 
He forbade over-praising and exaggeration in speech: 
 

ِيبَِّنلاَ دنْعِ لٍجُرَ ىَلعَ لٌجُرَ ىَنْثَأ لَاَق ھِیبَِأ  ّ  نْعََ ةرَكَْب يبَِأ نِبْ نِمَحَّْرلا دِبْعَ نْعَ

ارًارَمِ كَبِحِاصَ قَُنُع تَعْطََق كَبِحِاصَ قَُن ُع تَعْطََق كََلیْوَ لَا َقَف مََّلسَوَ ھِیَْلعَ  ُالله ىَّلصَ  

 

Abu Bakra (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that a man praised another 
man in front of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). The 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to him: “Woe to you, you 
have cut off your companion's neck, you have cut off your companion's neck,” 
repeating it several times.511 
 
 
Knowing this Name guards the Tawheed (attributing Oneness to Allah) of a person 
from being corrupted or weakened by any form of Shirk (associating partners with 
Allah) and the means which lead to it. It protects the heart from being diverted 
towards any type of attachment to the creation, from submission to them, or being 
broken before them, which should only be directed to Allah, Al-Waahid Al-
Qahhaar. 
 

	
510 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 3445 
511 Sahih Al-Bukhari no 2662 
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AR-RAFEEQ ( قیفرلا ): The Most Gentle 
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  I S  F R O M  the Beautiful Names of Allah, which are found in 
the Hadiths [sayings of the Prophet [peace and blessings be upon him)]. 
 

ّلسَُیُ دوھَُیلْا نَاكَ تَْلاَق ـ اھنع الله ىضر ـَ ةشَئِاعَ نْعَ  الله ىلصِ يّبَِّنلا ىَلعَ نَومُِ

.  مُاَّسلا مُُكیَْلعَ تَْلاَقَف مْھِلِوَْق ىَلإُِ ةشَئِاعَ تَْنطَِفَف كَیَْلعَ مُاَّسلا نَوُلوُقَی ملسو ھیلع

اللهَ َّنإِ ُ،ةشَئِ يفِ قَفْرِّلا ُّبحُِی  اعَ اَیً لاھْمَ " ع الله ىلص ُّيبَِّنلا لَاَقَف ملسو ھیل  . ُةَنعَّْللاوَ

ّنَأ يعِمَسَْت مَْلوََأ " ُّدرَُأ يِ اللهِ َّيبَِن ا لَاَق نَوُلوُقَی امَ عْمَسَْت مَْلوََأ  َی تَْلاَقَف  ." ّلُك رِمَْلأا ھِِ

". مُْكیَْلعَوَ لُوُقَأَف مْھِیَْلعَ كَلَِذ  
 

'Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated that the Jews used to greet the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) by saying: “As-Samu 'Alaika (i.e. 
death be upon you),” so I understood what they said, and I said to them: “As-Samu 
'alaikum wal-la’na (i.e. Death and Allah's Curse be upon you).” The Prophet (peace 
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and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Be gentle, O 'Aishah, as Allah likes 
gentleness in all affairs.” I said: “O Allah's Prophet! Didn't you hear what they said?” 
He said: “Didn't you hear me answering them back by saying, 'Alaikum (i.e. the same 
be upon you)?”512 
 
 

اللهَ َّنإِ قٌیفِرَ  " اللهِ لَوُسرَ َّنَأ ،لٍَّفَغمُ  لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص  نِبْ  اللهِ دِبْعَ نْعَ 

 " فِنُْعلْا  ىَلعَ يطِعُْیَ لا امَ ھِیَْلعَ يطِعُْیوَ قَفْرِّلا ُّبحُِی

 

 

'Abdullah ibn Mughaffal reported the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) as saying: “Allah is Gentle, likes gentleness, and gives for 
gentleness what he does not give for harshness.”513 
 
 
This Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] is a 
clear confirmation of the Name of Allah, Ar-Rafeeq and His Attribute Ar-Rifq 
(Gentleness).  
 
Rifq means gentleness, ease, and deliberation in all matters, and its opposite is 
harshness and severity. Allah is Rafeeq in His decrees, ordainments, and actions. He 
is Rafeeq in His commands, rulings, religion, and legislation. 
 

Of the Rifq in His actions is that He created the creation in stages 
according to His wisdom and gentleness, although He is able to 
create everything at once in a single moment. This is an 
indication of Allah’s forbearance, wisdom, knowledge and 
subtleness. 

 
From Allah’s Rifq to His slaves is His gentleness with them in His rulings, 
commands, and prohibitions. He does not burden His slaves beyond their capacity. 
 
From Allah’s Rifq is that He gives respite to the one who has sinned and does not 
hasten the punishment upon him in order that he returns to his Lord, repents from 
his sin, and returns to the rightly guided way. Allah says in Surah Al-Kahf: 
 

	
512 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6395 
513 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 4807, and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih 

{	 {	
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“And your Lord is Most Forgiving, Owner of Mercy. Were He to call them to account for 
what they have earned, then surely, He would have hastened their punishment. But they 

have their appointed time, beyond which they will find no escape.”514 
 
 

Had Allah seized the people for what they earned of sins of 
disbelief and disobedience, He would have hastened the 
punishment for the despicableness of what they commit. 
However, He is Forbearing and Gentle; He respites them and does 
not neglect them.  

 
From His Rifq is that His entire religion is gentleness, ease, and mercy. Gentleness is 
not in any matter except that it beautifies it and whoever is deprived of gentleness is 
deprived of much good. For this reason, it is important for every Muslim to be 
gentle in all his affairs, away from hastiness, recklessness, and acting on impulse, for 
hastiness is from the devil and only causes loss and disgrace. 
 
 

 لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلصِ يّبَِّنلا نِعَ ملسو ھیلع الله ىلصِ يّبَِّنلاِ جوْزَ َ،ةشَئِاعَ نْعَ 

". ُھَناشَ َّلاإِ ءٍىْشَ نْمُِ عزَنُْیَ لاوَُ ھ َنازَ َّلاإِ ءٍىْشَ يفِ نُ وُكَیَ لا قَفْرِّلا َّنإِ " 
 

'Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her), the wife of Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) reported Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) as saying: “Gentleness is not to be found in anything but that it 
adds to its beauty and it is not withdrawn from anything but it makes it defective.”515 
 
 

" رَیْخَلْا مِرَحُْی قَفْرِّلا مِ رَحُْی نْمَ لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلصِ يّبِ " َّنلا نِعَ  
 

	
514 Surah Al-Kahf [18:58] 
515 Sahih Muslim no. 2594  

{	 {	
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Jarir reported from Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): 
He who is deprived of gentleness is in fact deprived of good.516 
 
 
The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was the gentlest of people. 
Examples of his gentleness are apparent in his Sunnah [practice of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)], and evidence of his forbearance and 
tolerance are clear in his biography, especially in his dealings with others, in his 
manner of inviting them to Islam, and his dealings with sinners. 
 

اُ ھَلوَاَنَتَف دِجِسْمَلْا يفِ لَاَبَف ٌّيبِارَعَْأ مَاَق لَاَق َ،ةرَیْرَُھ اَبَأ َّنَأ ُّيبَِّنلا مُھَُل لَاَقَف ،سُاَّنل

" ،ءٍامَ نْمِ اًبوُنَذ وَْأ ،ءٍامَ نْمًِ لاجْسَ ھِلِوَْب ىَلعَ اوُقیرِھَوَُ هوُعَد  ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص

". نَیرِسَِّعمُ اوُثَعبُْت مَْلوَ ،نَیرِسَِّیمُ مُْتْثعُِب   امََّنِإَف

 

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that a bedouin stood up 
and urinated in the mosque. The people caught him but the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) ordered them to leave him and to pour a bucket or a 
tumbler of water over the place where he had passed the urine. The Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) then said: “You have been sent to make things 
easy and not to make them difficult.”517 
 
 
Our Lord is Rafeeq and He loves gentleness. Our religion is all gentleness and ease, 
our Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is the leader and role model 
for the people of gentleness, and it is obligatory upon us to adorn ourselves with 
gentleness in our affairs. 
 

	
516 Sahih Muslim no. 2592  
517 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 220 
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AL-WITR ( رتولا ): The Odd (The One) 
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  N A M E  is confirmed in the following Hadith [saying of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: 
 

مًسْا نَوُعسْتِ اھَُظَفحَْیَ لا ،اًدحِاوَ َّلاإٌِ ةَئامِ ،ا وٌَ ةَعسْتِ  bِِ" ِلَاَقً ةَیاوَرِ َ،ةرَیْرَُھ يب َأ نْعَ

." رَْتوَلْا ُّبحُِی رٌْتوَ وَھْوَ َ،ةَّنجَلْا لَخََد َّلاإٌِ دحََأ  
 

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with Him) narrated: “Allah has ninety-nine 
Names, one hundred minus one, no one preserves (i.e. believes in their meanings and 
acts accordingly) them but will enter Paradise. And Allah is Witr (one) and loves the 
Witr (i.e. odd numbers).”518 
 
 

	
518 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6410 
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Al-Witr is the One, with no partners or counterparts. This Name is indicative of the 
Oneness of Allah and His being singled out with perfect Attributes. Allah says in 
Surah Ash-Shura: 
 

 
 

“There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.”519 
 
 
In Surah Al-Ikhlas, Allah says: 
 

 
 

“And there is none co-equal or comparable unto Him.”520 
 
 
Belief in Allah, Al-Witr entails the negation of associating partners with Him in any 
way; whether in His Noble Self, His Attributes, or His Actions. It affirms His being 
singled out with greatness, perfection, majesty, grandeur, and honor. It affirms His 
being singled out with creating all of creation, bringing them into existence, and 
managing their affairs as He wills; for there is no rival, no comparable, no 
counterpart, no equal to Him. 
 
There are many verses in the Qur'an which affirm that Allah is singled out with 
providing, owning, managing affairs, causing life and death, guiding, and so forth. 
This affirmation necessitates that we single Him out with humility, submission, 
love, hope, trust, and all types of worship. 
 

 Al-Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Al-Witr means 
Tawheed (attributing Oneness to Allah). Therefore, it means that 
Allah is One in His Noble Self, in His perfection, in His actions, 
and He loves monotheism.”521 

 
 

	
519 Surah Ash-Shura [42:11] 
520 Surah Al-Ikhlas [112:4] 
521 (18/7) (Al Mufhim) مھفملا  

{	

{	
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Allah says in Surah Yusuf: 
 

 
 

“Are many different lords (gods) better or Allah, the One, the Irresistible?”522 
 
 
Allah singled Himself out with managing the affairs of the creation and this is the 
clearest evidence of His being singled out with divinity and that He deserves to be 
worshipped Alone without any partners. 
 
Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Every Surah in the Qur'an is 
comprised of two types of Tawheed (attributing Oneness to Allah). Rather, even 
more comprehensively, every verse in the Qur'an comprises Tawheed (attributing 
Oneness to Allah), is an evidence for it, and calls to it. 
 
This is because the Qur'an is primarily news about Allah and His Names, Attributes, 
and Actions; this is called يربخلا يملعلا دیحوتلا  (Tawheed of Knowledge and News). Or 
it calls His slaves to worship Him Alone and rid themselves from everything that is 
worshipped besides Him, and this is called يبلطلا يدارلإا دیحوتلا  (Tawheed of Want 
and Request). 
 
Regarding commands and prohibitions: they are the rights of Tawheed (attributing 
Oneness to Allah) and what completes it. As for the news about the generosity of 
Allah with the people of Tawheed (attributing Oneness to Allah) and obedience, 
and what He does with them in this world, and what He honors them with in the 
Hereafter, this is the reward of Tawheed (attributing Oneness to Allah). As for the 
news about the people of Shirk (associating partners with Allah) and what He 
punishes them with in this world and what becomes incumbent of torment for them 
in the Hereafter, this is news about the one who exits Tawheed (attributing Oneness 
to Allah). The entire Qur'an is therefore all about Tawheed (attributing Oneness to 
Allah), its rights, and its reward.”523 
 
The true believer and monotheist is the one who takes Allah Alone as his Rabb, 
worships Him, loves Him, hopes from Him, fears Him, draws closer to Him Alone, 

	
522 Surah Yusuf [12:39] 
523 (450/3) (Madaraj as-Salikeen) نیكلاسلا جرادم  
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all while seeking His pleasure and staying away from His wrath. For him is the 
praiseworthy end and happiness and success in this world and the next. 
 

Al-Witr also includes Allah’s love for every odd-numbered deed 
and act of worship that He ordained in His legislation. For 
example, the five daily prayers, the Witr at night, shrouding the 
dead an odd number of times, and so forth. 

 
Our Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) would incorporate odd 
numbers in his affairs as well.  For example, he would eat seven dates in the 
morning, drink water with three breaths, seek forgiveness three times after every 
obligatory prayer, and many of the supplications are recited one, three, or seven 
times. 
 
From Allah’s love for odd numbers is that He singled out ninety-nine of His most 
Beautiful Names from the Qur'an and Sunnah [practice of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him)]. Therefore, whomsoever memorizes them, 
understands them, and acts upon them will enter Paradise. 
 
We ask Allah to grant us success in actualizing this and to make us, by His favor and 
generosity, of the dwellers of the eternal gardens. 

{	

{	
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AL-MU’TEE ( يطعملا ): The Giver 

AL-JAWAAD ( داوجلا ): The Most Giving 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  N A M E  O F  A L L A H ,  A L - M U ' T E E  is found 
in the following Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him)]: 
 

ّقَف  ّدلا يفُِ ھھِْ ُاللهوَ ،نِیِ ُی ُالله دِرُِی نْمَ ھِبِ  ارًیْخَ " اللهِ لُوُسرَ لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص 

َ لاوَ ،مُسِاَقلْا اَنَأوَ يطِعْمُلْا رُمَْأ يَتِْأَی ىَّتحَ مْھَُفَلاخَ نْمَ ىَلعَ نَیرِھِاظَُ ةَّمُلأا هِذِھَ لُازََت

". نَورُھِاظَ مُْھوَ bَِّا  
 

Mu'awiyah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “If Allah wants to do good for somebody, 
he makes him comprehend the Religion (i.e. Islam). Allah is the Giver and I am Al-
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Qasim (i.e. the distributor), and this (Muslim) nation will remain victorious over 
their opponents till Allah’s Order comes and they will still be victorious.”524 
 
 
The Name Al-Jawaad is mentioned in the following excerpt of a Hadith Qudsi: 
 

ّنَأبِ كَلَِذ ءٍيْشَلِ يرِمَْأ امََّنإِ  مٌَلاكَ يبِاَذعَوَ مٌَلاكَ يئِاطَعَُ دیرُِأ امَ لَُعفَْأٌ دجِامٌَ داوَجَ يِ

نُوُكَیَف   نُْكُ ھَل لَوُقَأ نَْأُ ھُتدْرََأ اَذإِ

 

“That is because I am the Most Generous, the Most Majestic, doing as I will. I give 
by My speech and I punish by My speech. Whenever I will something I only say: ‘Be’ 
and it shall be.”525 
 
 
Al-Mu'tee is the One singled out with true giving. None can prevent what He gives 
and none can give what He prevents. His giving is by a word and His prevention is 
by a word and His command if He wills a matter is to say “Be” and it is. Everything 
that the slaves have of blessings is from His favor and bestowal, and His giving 
extends to all His slaves in this world; the believer and the disbeliever, the good-doer 
and the evil-doer. However, on the Day of Judgement, it is exclusively for His special 
believing slaves. Allah says in Surah Al-Isra’: 
 

 
 

“To each these as well as those We bestow from the Bounties of your Lord. And the Bounties 
of your Lord can never be forbidden.”526 

 

 
 

	
524 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 3116 
525 At-Tirmidhi, Vol. 4, book 11, no. 2495 (English version)   
526 Surah Al-Isra’ [17:20] 
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“See how We prefer one above another (in this world) and verily, the Hereafter will be 
greater in degrees and greater in preference.”527 

 
 
Al-Jawaad is the One Who gives in abundance. His giving extends to all creatures 
and He fills them with His favor, generosity, and various types of blessings. The 
creation is not void of His benevolence even for a blink of an eye.  
 
Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “He is the Most Giving of the 
giving, the Most Generous of the generous, the Most Merciful of the merciful. His 
mercy precedes His anger, His forbearance precedes His punishment, and His 
pardoning precedes His taking to account. He has flooded His creation with 
blessings and prescribed mercy upon Himself. He loves benevolence, generosity, 
giving, and goodness. All favors are in His Hands, all goodness is from Him, and all 
generosity belongs to Him. He loves to give His slaves and expand His favors upon 
them. He immerses them in benevolence and giving, completes His blessings upon 
them, and multiplies His favors for them. He makes Himself known to them by His 
Names and Attributes and makes Himself beloved to them by His favors and 
blessings.”528  
 

He is Al-Jawaad in His Being, thus there is no absolute giver 
except Him, and the giving of every giver is a result of His giving. 
His love for giving, benevolence, goodness, and bestowing 
blessings and favors is beyond what crosses the mind of the 
creation and encircles their imagination. Pardoning is more 
beloved to Him than revenge, showing mercy is more beloved to 
Him than punishment, dealing with His favor is more beloved to 
Him than dealing with justice, and giving is more beloved to Him 
than prevention. 

 
Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) continued to say: "And He, far from 
imperfection is He, loves from His slaves to have hope in Him and ask Him of His 
favors, for He is The True King, The Most Giving. He is The Most Giving of those 
asked and the Most Vast of those who give, and the most beloved matter to Al-
Jawaad is to have hope in Him and ask Him. The Hadith [saying of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] states: 
 

	
527 Surah Al-Isra’ [17:21] 
528 (212_211/1) Madaraj as-Salikeen نیكلاسلا جرادم  

{	

{	
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ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص اللهِ لُو " مَْل نْمَ ُسرَ لَاَق لَاَق ھنع الله  ىضر َ،ةرَیْرَُھ يبَِأ نْعَ

" ھِیَْلعَ بْضَغَْی اللهَ لَِأ سَْی  
 

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Indeed, he who does not ask Allah, 
He gets angry with him.”529 "530 
 
 
Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) further said: “If it was not for His 
love for His slaves and His goodness towards them, He would not have created for 
them all that is in the heavens and the earth, and all that is in this world and the 
Hereafter. He honored them and sent Messengers to them, revealed books for them, 
and legislated His laws for them. He allowed them to call on Him anytime they 
wanted, and He wrote for one good deed they perform, the reward of ten of its like 
to seven hundred to abundant multiplication, and He wrote for one sin they 
commit, one bad deed. If they repent from their sin, He erases it and replaces it with 
a good deed. If a person’s sins were so many that it reached the sky, then he sought 
Allah’s forgiveness, Allah would forgive him. And if he met Allah with an earthful of 
sins yet he did not associate partners with Allah, Allah would meet him with an 
earthful of forgiveness. He legislated repentance for them which destroys sins and 
He guides them to repent and then accepts their repentance from them. He 
legislated Hajj upon them which destroys all past sins; He grants them success to 
perform it and expiates their sins by it. Similarly, every act of worship He legislated 
for them. He is the One Who commanded them with it, He is the One Who created 
it for them, He is the One Who gave it to them, and He is the One Who made its 
reward subsequent to it. Thus, from Him is the reason and from Him is the reward 
and from Him is the guidance and from Him is the bestowal from the beginning 
until the end. He gives His slaves wealth and says: Draw closer to me with this and I 
will accept it from you. So the slave is His, the wealth is His and the reward is from 
Him; thus He is The Giver from the beginning to the end. How can someone not 
love whose matter is this and how can he not feel ashamed for diverting the smallest 
bit of his love to someone else? Who is more deserving of praise and love than Allah? 
And who is more superior in generosity, giving, and goodness than Him? Far from 
imperfection is He, all praises belong to Him. There is no one worthy of worship 
except Him, The All-Mighty, The All-Wise."531 

	
529 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3373 
530 (50/2) Madaraj as-Salikeen نیكلاسلا جرادم  
531 (468) Tareeq Al Hijratain ( نیترجھلا قیرط ) 
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We hope from Allah, Al-Jawaad, Al-Kareem, far from imperfection is He, to bestow 
all the ability upon us to take the means that lead to His giving and generosity, and 
to protect us from any means which lead us to His wrath and punishment. The 
giving is His giving, the favors are His favors, and the matter belongs solely to Him 
before and after. 
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DHUL-JALAALI WAL-IKRAAM  
( ماركلإا و للاجلا وذ ):  

Owner of Majesty and Honor 
 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  N A M E  is mentioned twice in the Qur'an in Surah Ar-Rahman: 
 
NO. 01  
 

 
 

“And the Face of your Lord full of Majesty and Honor will abide forever.”532 
 
 
 
 

	
532 Surah Ar-Rahman [55:27] 
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NO. 02  
 

 
 

“Blessed be the Name of your Lord (Allah), the Owner of Majesty and Honor.”533 
 
 
The virtue of supplicating by this Name is also mentioned in the Hadith [saying of 
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: 
 

" مِارَكْلإِاوَ لَِلاجَلْا اَذ ا َیبِ اوُّظلَِأ لَاَق ملسو ھیلع الله " َّنلا َّنَأ ،سٍَنَأ ىلص َّيبِ   نْعَ
 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Be constant with: ‘O Possessor of Majesty and 
Honor (Yaa Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam).’”534 
 
MEANING: 

Adhere to, be firm, and increase in saying “Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam” in your 
supplications. 

 
 
In another Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him)]: 
 

 - اسًلِاجَ ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص   ينِعَْی اللهِ لِوُسرَ عَمَ تُنُْك لَاَق ،كٍ  لِامَ نِبْ سَِنَأ نْعَ

ّلصَُی مٌئِاَق لٌجُرَوَ   ھِئِاعَُد يفِ لَاَقَف اعََدَ دَّھشََتوََ دجَسَوَ عَكَرَ اَّمَلَف يِ

دَِب اَذ اَی ضِرَْلأاوَ تِاوَمََّسلا عُی ّنإِ َّمھَُّللا  نُاَّنمَلْا تَنَْأ َّلاإَِ ھَلإَِ لاَ دمْحَلْا كََل َّنَأبِ كَُلَأسَْأ يِ

 . ّنإِ مُوُّیَق اَی ُّىحَ اَی مِارَكْلإِاوَ لَِلاجَلْا كَُلَأسَْأ يِ  

	
533 Surah Ar-Rahman [55:78] 
534 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3525 
 

{	
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ُ ھُلوُسرَوَ  ُالله اوُلاَق  ." اعََد امَبِ نَورُدَْت "  ھِبِاحَصَْلأ ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص ُّيبَِّنلا لَاَقَف

اللهَ اعََد دَْق بَاجََأ ھِبِ يَعُِد اَذإِ يذَِّلا مِیظَِعلْا ھِمِسْابِ  َل هِ دَِیبِ " يسِفَْن يذَِّلاوَ .  لَاَق مَُلعَْأ

 ". ىطَعَْأ ھِبِ لَئُِس اَذإِوَ  
 

It was narrated that Anas ibn Maalik (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “I was 
sitting with the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and a 
man was standing and praying. When he bowed, prostrated and recited the 
Tashahhud, he supplicated, and in his supplication, he said: 
 

Allahumma inni as'aluka bi-anna lakal-hamd, la ilaha illa ant, al-Mannaanu, Badi'us-
Samawati wal-ard, ya Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam! Ya Hayyu, ya Qayyum! Inni as'aluka. 
 

‘O Allah, indeed I ask You since all praise is due to You, there is none worthy of 
worship but You, the Bestower, the Creator of the heavens and earth, O Possessor of 
majesty and honor, O Ever-living, O Eternal, I ask of You.’ 
 

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: ‘Do you know what he 
has supplicated with?’ They said: ‘Allah and His Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) know best.’ He said: ‘By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, he 
called upon Allah by His greatest Name, which, if He is called by it, He responds, 
and if He is asked by it, He gives.’”535 
 
 
After the obligatory prayers, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
would seek forgiveness three times, then he would say: 
 

مِارَكْلإِاوَ لَِلاجَلْا اَذ اَی تَكْرَاَبَت مَُلاَّسلا كَنْمِوَ مَُلاَّسلا تَنَْأ َّمھَُّللا  
 

Allahumma anta as-Salaam wa minka as-Salaam tabaarakta ya Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam. 
 

“O Allah, You are the source of peace (or the One free from all faults) and from You 
comes peace. Blessed are You, O Possessor of Majesty and Honor.”536 
 
 
This Name is one of the Possessive or Added to Names of Allah ( ةفاضملا ءامسلأا ), as 
mentioned by some scholars of the Names of Allah. 
 

	
535 Sunan An-Nasaa'i no. 1300 
536 Sunan An-Nasaa'i no. 1338 
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Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “…Similarly His Possessive 
Names, such as: The Most Merciful of the merciful ( نیمحارلا محرأ ), The Best of those 
who forgive ( نیرفاغلا ریخ ), Lord of the Universe ( نیملاعلا بر ), Owner of the Day of 
Judgement ( نیدلا موی كلام ), Best of the creators ( نیقلاخلا نسحأ ), Gatherer of the people 
on a Day of which there is no doubt ( ھیف بیر لا مویل سانلا عامج ), Turner of the hearts 
( بولقلا بلقم ), and so forth of Names which are affirmed in the Book and Sunnah 
[practice of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)].”537 
 
It is also one of the Names which are indicative of many descriptions; not having 
just one meaning, as mentioned by Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) 
in his book ‘Badaa’i Al-Fawaaid’. 
 
The possession in Surah Ar-Rahman is an addition of one of the Attributes of Allah 
to Him, such as in His statement in Surah Al-An'am: 
 

 
 

“Full of Mercy”538 
 
 
Majesty, Honor, and Mercy are all Attributes of Allah, which are exclusive to Him 
and indicate His greatness and perfection. 
 
This is contrary to the possession mentioned in Surah Al-Burooj, which is adding a 
creature to the Creator for the purpose of honoring the creature: 
 

 
 

“Owner of the throne, the Glorious”539 
 
 
 
 
 

	
537 (475/22) (Majmoo’ Al Fatawa) ىوتفلا عومجم  
538 Surah Al-An'am [6:133] 
539 Surah Al-Burooj [85:15] 
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 Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Allah is the 
Owner of Majesty and Honor, and this is the meaning of the 
slave’s statement: الله لاا ھلا لا  (There is no one who deserves to be 
worshipped except Allah) and ربكأ الله  (Allah is the Greatest). ھلا لا 

الله لاا  is indicative of His being singled out with divinity which 
necessitates complete love for Him, and ربكأ الله   is indicative of 
His majesty and greatness which necessitate magnification and 
exaltation of Him.”540 

 
Al-Khattabi (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “The meaning is that Allah Alone 
is worthy of being magnified and honored, therefore one should not deny or 
disbelieve in Him. Another possible meaning is that He honors His believing slaves 
and elevates their ranks by guiding them to His obedience in this world and 
honoring them by accepting their actions and elevating their ranks in Paradise.”541 
 
Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy on him) commented that the first meaning is 
more indicative of what is intended. 
 
Majesty comes from magnification and honor comes from love and praise. The slaves 
cannot enumerate the praises of Allah; He is as He praises Himself. Similarly, He 
deserves to be magnified and honored and the slaves cannot enumerate His majesty 
and honor. He is as He magnified and honored Himself. 
 
 
 
 
 

	
540 (217-216) (Jalaa’ Al ‘Afhaam) ماھفلأا ءلاج  
541 (92_91) (Sh’an Ad Dua’) ءاعدل ا نأش  

{	
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F I N A L  N O T E  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Lord, to You belongs all praise, an abundant beautiful blessed praise. 
 

نِعْزِوَْأ بِّرَ احًلِاصَ لَمَعَْأ نَْأوَ َّيَدلِاوَ ىَٰلعَوَ َّيَلعَ تَمَْعنَْأ يتَِّلا كََتمَعْنِ رَُكشَْأ نَْأ ي

نَیحِلِاَّصلا كَدِاَبعِ يفِ كَتِمَحْرَبِ ينِلْخِدَْأوَُ هاضَرَْت

 

 

“My Lord! Inspire and bestow upon me the power and ability that I may be grateful 
for Your Favors which You have bestowed on me and on my parents, and that I may 
do righteous good deeds that will please You, and admit me by Your Mercy among 
Your righteous slaves.”542 
 
 

 How far from imperfections You are, O Allah, and we praise 
You. We bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped 
except You. We seek Your forgiveness and turn to You in 
repentance. 

 
Peace and blessings of Allah upon our Prophet Muhammad, his 
family and companions. 

	
542 Surah Al-Ahqaf [46:15] 

{	

{	
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