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I N T R O D U C T I O N  
  

 

TEN DAYS OF DHUL HIJJAH 
 

STORY OF IBRAHIM ( يه   السلام   (عل
 

o When we think of the ten days of Dhul Hijjah, 

we remember the hajj, and we remember the 

story of Ibrahim (عليه السلام) and Ismael (عليه السلام), 

and the story of Hajar and Ismael (عليه السلام). 

o Rituals of hajj did not come about until they 

went through trials, and the foundations of the 

house were not raised by them until they went 

through trials as well. 
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o And in this shows in general, a person cannot 

be honored with something great in the 

religion without going through trials and tests to 

prove the truthfulness of the person. 
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ِِوَإِذِِ ى 
َ
ل
َ
هِ ِإِبْرَاهِيمَِِابْت ِِرَبُّ لِمَات 

َ
ِِبِك نَّ ه  مَّ

َ
ت
َ
أ
َ
الَِِِۖف

َ
يِق

ِّ
كَِِإِنِ

 
اسِِِجَاعِل

َّ
ِِلِلن

الَِِِۖإِمَامًا
َ
تِيِوَمِنِق يَّ رِِّ

 
الَِِِۖذ

َ
ِِق

َ
الِ ِل

َ
ِِعَهْدِيِيَن

َ
ين الِِِ

َّ
 الظ

And [mention, O Muhammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم)], when 

Abraham was tried by his Lord with commands 

and he fulfilled them. [Allah] said, "Indeed, I will 

make you a leader for the people." [Abraham] 

said, "And of my descendants?" [Allah] said, "My 

covenant does not include the wrongdoers." 
 

 

o Ibrahim (عليه السلام) was tried with: 

o Being thrown in the fire 

o Leaving his family 
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o Sacrifice of Ismael (عليه السلام) 

o And each trial was a foundation for the next 

step. Each one had an impact and each one 

was elevation. 

o The benefit and lesson from: 

o Being thrown in the fire: freedom from shirk 

and complete trust in Allah (سبحانه وتعالى).  
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مِْ ه  إِنَّ
َ
وِ ِف يِعَد 

ِّ
ِِلِ

َّ
ِِإِل ِِِرَبَّ

َ
ين ِ

َ
عَالِ

ْ
 ال

Indeed, they are enemies to me, except the 

Lord of the worlds, 
 

 

o Leaving his family: this was a command 

from Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and this shows trials 

can come as a decree or command. 
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Ibrahim (السلام  left his family for Allah (عليه 

 .(سبحانه وتعالى)

o Sacrifice of Ismael (السلام  which was :(عليه 

also a command from Allah (سبحانه وتعالى).  

o We see with each trial, Ibrahim (السلام  was (عليه 

made a leader of the deen. And this shows the 

position of leadership comes with trials – 

whether through decrees or commands.  

o And for us, it is not about leaving our family or 

slaughtering, but to leave something for Allah 

وتعالى)  and to slaughter our desire. And (سبحانه 

when we leave something for Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) 

and slaughter our desire, He will replace what 

we love with what He loves and the Prophet 

 loves. And this makes it even easier for us (صلى الله عليه وسلم)
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so that our desires are in line with what Allah 

  .loves (سبحانه وتعالى)

o And to be established in the land is a blessing 

so that a person is in a stable place, and can 

be a lantern who inspires others. May Allah 

 make us established because it is not (سبحانه وتعالى)

in our hands. For example, Allah (وتعالى  (سبحانه 

made Ismael (عليه السلام) established in the land 

until the time of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم).  

o Allah (وتعالى  loves His creation and He (سبحانه 

makes them go through decrees – whether 

good or bad – in order to bring out the best 

from them. He never makes us go through 

decrees to break or challenge us.  

o It is important to trust Allah (وتعالى  and (سبحانه 

believe in Him, and we find many stories in the 
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Qur’an confirming this, and even with those 

around us. Those who submit get better than 

those who do not. For example, we can have 

children where one listens and accepts and 

another always argues and does not take it 

easy. The one who listens gets it easier and 

moves on faster than the one who does not.  

o Islam is to submit to the decree of Allah (  سبحانه

 without arguing or complaining because (وتعالى

we believe in Allah ( وتعالىسبحانه   ). We will not 

question why does Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) command 

us to pray or fast or go to hajj. Everything He 

commands us is good for our reforming so that 

we may be worthy to go to paradise. And how 

can we be worthy? When we submit to Allah 
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وتعالى)  believe in Him and trust His mercy ,(سبحانه 

and knowledge.  

o Islam is to live in peace and harmony with 

ourselves and with others. A real Muslim does 

not harm others, himself, nor does he cause 

corruption. If we are not in peace with 

ourselves then we cannot be peaceful with 

others.  

o Ibrahim (السلام  – ”called us “Muslims (عليه 

submitting to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) alone.  

o Ibrahim (عليه السلام) is Khalil Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) – the 

close friend of Allah (وتعالى  and when – (سبحانه 

Allah (وتعالى  loves someone, He will make (سبحانه 

them go through trials because it will show their 

truthfulness and to others, and there will be 

elevation.  
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o Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) wrote all good for us and sends 

guidance to us. If we accept it then our decree 

will be the best, and if do not then we get 

whatever is there.  

o Allah (وتعالى  loves His slaves and wants to (سبحانه 

elevate them, but surely there are trials, 

otherwise it would be unfair.  

 

TAKBEER –  PROCLAIMING THE GREATNESS OF 

ALLAH 
 

o Also what is special about the Ten Days of Dhul 

Hijjah is when there is a great amount of 

takbeer and everyone hears it. 

o During Ramadan, there are twenty days of 

preparation before the last ten nights, but in 

the Ten Days of Dhul Hijjah, right before it, many 

things may come up, but then we remember 
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Allah (وتعالى  is Greater. We may be (سبحانه 

magnifying other things, but we will not know 

the meaning of magnifying Allah (وتعالى  (سبحانه 

until we find oureslves magnifying other things.  

o In Ramadan, we see forgiveness, and in Dhul 

Hijjah is the love of Allah (وتعالى  because (سبحانه 

anything we do in that time is to attain the love 

of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى).  

o For the last ten nights in Ramadan, we do not 

know when the Night of Decree will take place. 

And on that night, the angels will descend by 

the permission of Allah (وتعالى  But on the .(سبحانه 

Day of ‘Arafah, it is known, and He will descend 

during the day for all to know.  
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A L L A H  D E S C E N D S  T O  T H E  L O W E S T  

H E A V E N  I N  A  M A N N E R  T H A T  S U I T S  H I S  

M A J E S T Y  O N  T H E  D A Y  O F  A R A F A H  
 

ِِمِنِما رَِِيَوم 
َ
ث
ْ
ك
َ
ِِمِنِِأ

ْ
ن
َ
عْتِقَِِأ ِ ِِي  ارِ،ِمِنَِِعَبْدًاِفيهِِاللَّّ

َّ
ِِيَومِِِمِنِِالن

،
َ
ة
َ
هِِعَرَف

َّ
و،ِِوإن

 
يَدْن

َ
مَِِّل

 
بَاهِيِث ،ِِبهِمِ ِي 

َ
ة
َ
ئِك

َ
لَ
َ
رَادَِِما:ِِفيَقولِ ِالِ

َ
ِِأ

ءِ؟ِ
َ

ل
 
 هَؤ

'A'isha (Allah be pleased with her) reported 

Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) as saying: There is no day 

when Allah sets free more servants from Hell 

than the Day of 'Arafa. He draws near, then 

praises them to the angels, saying: What do 

they want?1 
 

 

o We know that Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) descends in the 

last third of the night, and this shows with Allah 

 it is known, clear and accessible for ,(سبحانه وتعالى)

 
1 Sahih Muslim 1348 
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all. He does not say, “search for the time I will 

descend.”. 

o In Ramadan, the devils are chained, the doors 

of paradise are open and doors of the fire are 

closed, but in Dhul Hijjah, everything is open, so 

there is a greater struggle to attain the love of 

Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). 

 

S U P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  G U I D A N C E  
 

ِِأسألكِإنيِاللهم"ِِ:يقولِِكانِوسلمِعليهِاللهِِصلىِالنبيِأن

 ِِ"والغنىِِوالعفافِوالتقىِالهدى

'Abdullah bin Mas'ud (May Allah be pleased 

with him) reported that the Prophet ( وسلم عليه الله  صلى) 

used to say: "Allahumma inni as'alukal-huda 

wat- tuqa wal-'afafa wal-ghina  

(O Allah! I ask You for guidance, piety, chastity 

and self- sufficiency)2." 
 

 
2 Riyadh As Saliheen, Muslim, Book 1, Hadith 71 
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L I V E  W I T H  T H E  Q U R ’ A N  –  

S U R A H  A A L  I M R A A N  
 
 

o The theme of Surah Aal Imraan is about 

firmness, but what type of firmness? Firmness 

with mercy and flexibility. It does not mean we 

lose our foundation or values, nor does it mean 

that we become harsh with the people.  

o However, the challenge can be: 

o To not be firm on our values and always 

change to please others, thus losing our 

identity. They want to be kind with others, 

but they start losing the essentials.  

o To be so firm on rituals and worship, but the 

person is harsh and judges others. It 

cannot be that someone prays and fasts, 

but they are rude and harsh to others 
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because this will make them slip and 

make others slip. 

o Balance is to be firm on the religion, but still kind 

and merciful to others, and how can we attain 

this? The following ayah: 
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ا
َ
ن ِِرَبَّ

َ
ِِل

ْ
زغِ

 
اِت

َ
وبَن

 
ل
 
ِِبَعْدَِِق

ْ
اِِإِذ

َ
ن
َ
اِوَهَبِِْهَدَيْت

َ
ن
َ
نكَِِمِنِل د 

َّ
ِِل

ً
كَِِِۚرَحْمَة

َّ
ِِإِن

ِ
َ
نت

َ
ِِأ اب  وَهَّ

ْ
ال  

[Who say], "Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate 

after You have guided us and grant us from 

Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are the Bestower. 
 

 

 

o For example, we can be so busy at home, and 

have so many errands to get done, but at the 

same time, there are souls in the home, there 

are children as well. So when people come 

along the way, we need to show mercy.  
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o And to Allah (سبحانه و تعالى) is the best example, He 

disposes the affairs of everyone and 

commands the people. It is not about 

something being already decreed and 

nothing is being done by Allah (وتعالى  ,(سبحانه 

Exalted is He.  
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هِ 
 
ل
َ
مَاوَاتِِِفِيِمَنِيَسْأ رْضِِِالسَّ

َ ْ
لَِِِِّۚوَالْ

 
ِِك وَِِِيَوْم  ِِفِيِه  ن 

ْ
أ
َ
 ش

Whoever is within the heavens and earth asks 

Him; every day He is bringing about a matter. 
 

o And at the same time, He is The Most 

Compassionate and The Most Merciful. He will 

attain to everyone and their requests; He will 

attain to us even if we do not speak because 

He knows what is inside our hearts.  
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o Worship should make us gentle, and 

knowledge should make us humble and more 

forbearing. Even the angels glorify Allah ( سبحانه

 by saying, “glory be to Your forbearance (وتعالى

though You are All-Knowing” (   بعد  حلمك   على  سبحانك 

 .(علمك 

o Sometimes we can have knowledge, but show 

no mercy by expecting others to understand it 

and apply it as well. Though there should be a 

great amount of forbearance.  

o It shouldn’t be that someone who increases in 

worships ends up becoming dry and rigid, or 

someone knows too much and starts to 

categorize and judge the people.  

o A person should not look at others, but look at 

themselves. We should remember how we 

were before and did not have knowledge. 
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o With worship and knowledge, we need mercy 

so that we can be tolerant.  

o The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said the people of paradise 

are kind, gentle and accommodating. Surely 

they worship Allah (وتعالى  but they are ,(سبحانه 

gentle.  
 

H E L L F I R E  I S  F O R B I D D E N  T O  T O U C H  T H E  

O N E  W H O  I S  G E N T L E  T O  O T H E R S  
 

ِِيحرمِبمنِأخبركمِِألِ“ِ:وسلمِعليهِِاللهِِصلىِِاللهِرسولِِقال

ِِهينِِقريبِكلِعلىِتحرمِ-؟النارِِِعليهِتحرمِبمنِأوِِ-ِالنارِِعلى

 .سهلِ”ِلين

The Messenger of Allah ( وسلم عليه الله صلى ) said, "Shall I 

not tell you whom the (Hell) Fire is forbidden to 

touch? It is forbidden to touch a man who is 
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always accessible, having polite and tender 

nature."3 
 

o (ِ
ً
ِرَحْمَة نكَِِ د 

َّ
ِل ِمِنِ اِ

َ
ن
َ
ِل  and grant us from) (وَهَبِِْ

Yourself mercy): the meaning of (ِْهَب) is “to gift 

me”. And the meaning of gift is something we 

do not own and do not have. But when 

someone gifts us, they make us the owner of it 

so no one can take it away.  

o So when Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) gifts us, do we think He 

will take it away from us? Never.  

o It is not good manners to take a gift and then 

give it back. The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) would accept the 

gifts of people, and this shows humbleness. 

 

 
 

 
3 Riyadh As Saliheen, At Tirmidhi, Book 1, Hadith 642 
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G I V E  G I F T S ,  L O V E  O N E  A N O T H E R  
 

واِوَتَهَادَوْا حَابُّ
َ
 ت

Give presents to each other and you will love 

each other4 
 

 

o And when we give gifts to others, it is a sign of 

love. Someone who gifts us loves us, and we 

should love them too. 

o People may gift one another, but imagine the 

kind of gifts from Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). These are gifts 

which no human can give like it.  

o Allah Al Wahaab (The Bestower) gifts:  

o Guidance 

o Wisdom  

o A ready-made righteous child  

o Good companions 

 
4 Muwatta Malik, Book 47, Hadith 1651 
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o Spouses, children and offspring who are 

coolness of eyes 

o Mercy 

o Dominion  

o These are gifts which no one can give except 

Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and when we know Allah (  سبحانه

 has written good for all, what should we (وتعالى

do? We should make dua to Allah ( وتعالى  (سبحانه 

and ask Him to gift us. We ask Allah Al Wahaab 

to give us gifts from Him.  

o The meaning of (ا
َ
ن
َ
 is “for us”, so no one can (ل

take it away from us. Thus we have to be 

assured that whatever Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) gifts us 

from mercy, children and companions then He 

will keep it for us all the time.  
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o The meaning of (َِنك د 
َّ
 is “exclusively from You (ل

(Allah)”. And this is more exclusive than just 

 .with You – (عندك)

 

 

 

THE WORD (  IN THE QUR’AN (لدنك 
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ِ
ْ
وَىِِإِذ
َ
ِِأ

 
يَة

ْ
فِت

ْ
ىِال

َ
هْفِِِإِل

َ
ك
ْ
واِال

 
ال
َ
ق
َ
اِِف

َ
ن اِرَبَّ

َ
نكَِِِمِنِآتِن د 

َّ
ِِل

ً
ئِِِْرَحْمَة ِِوَهَيِِّ

ا
َ
ن
َ
اِِمِنِِْل

َ
مْرِن

َ
دًاِِأ

َ
 رَش

[Mention] when the youths retreated to the 

cave and said, "Our Lord, grant us from Yourself 

mercy and prepare for us from our affair right 

guidance." 
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وَجَدَا
َ
نِِْعَبْدًاِف اِمِِّ

َ
اهِ ِعِبَادِن

َ
يْن
َ
ِِآت

ً
نِِِْرَحْمَة اِِمِِّ

َ
اهِ ِعِندِن

َ
مْن

َّ
ِِمِنِوَعَل

ا
َّ
ن د 

َّ
مًاِِل

ْ
 عِل



L I V E  W I T H  T H E  Q U R ’ A N 

 

And they found a servant from among Our 

servants to whom we had given mercy from us 

and had taught him from Us a [certain] 

knowledge. 
 

o It it is said the knowledge of Al Khidr is (لدني) 

which means purely from Allah (سبحانه وتعالى); it is 

not something found in the books. Al Khidr 

learned from the decrees. May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) 

grant us this knowledge.  

o Some scholars also said the meaning of (لدن) is 

softness.  
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الَِ
َ
كَِِإِنِق

 
ت
ْ
ل
َ
يْءِ ِعَنِسَأ

َ
ِِِبَعْدَهَاِش 

َ
لَ
َ
صَاحِبْنِيِف

 
دِِِْۖت

َ
ِِق

َ
ت

ْ
غ
َ
ِِمِنِبَل

ي
ِّ
نِ د 

َّ
رًاِِل

ْ
ذ  ع 

[Moses] said, "If I should ask you about anything 

after this, then do not keep me as a 
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companion. You have obtained from me an 

excuse." 
 

o And surely the mercy of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is far 

softer than mercy from people.  
 

D I V I N E  N U R T U R I N G  L E S S O N S  

o Allah (وتعالى  loves His creation and He (سبحانه 

makes them go through decrees – whether 

good or bad – in order to bring out the best 

from them. He never makes us go through 

decrees to break or challenge us.  

o Islam is to submit to the decree of Allah (  سبحانه

 without arguing or complaining because (وتعالى

we believe in Allah (وتعالى  We will not .(سبحانه 

question why does Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) command 

us to pray or fast or go to hajj. Everything He 

commands us is good for our reforming so that 
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we may be worthy to go to paradise. And how 

can we be worthy? When we submit to Allah 

( وت عالىسبحانه  ), believe in Him and trust His mercy 

and knowledge.  

o Islam is to live in peace and harmony with 

ourselves and with others. A real Muslim does 

not harm others, himself, nor does he cause 

corruption. If we are not in peace with 

ourselves then we cannot be peaceful with 

others.  

o Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) wrote all good for us and sends 

guidance to us. If we accept it then our decree 

will be the best, and if do not then we get 

whatever is there.  

o Allah (وتعالى  loves His slaves and wants to (سبحانه 

elevate them, but surely there are trials, 

otherwise it would be unfair.  
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o Sometimes we can have knowledge, but show 

no mercy by expecting others to understand it 

and apply it as well. Though there should be a 

great amount of forbearance.  

o It shouldn’t be that someone who increases in 

worships ends up becoming dry and rigid, or 

someone knows too much and starts to 

categorize and judge the people.  

o These are gifts which no one can give except 

Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and when we know Allah (  سبحانه

 has written good for all, what should we (وتعالى

do? We should make dua to Allah ( وتعالى  (سبحانه 

and ask Him to gift us. We ask Allah Al Wahaab 

to give us gifts from Him.  
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