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INTRODUCTION

DEEDS ARE BASED ON INTENTIONS
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‘Umar bin Al Khattab reported the Messenger of
Allaah (&) as saying “Actions are to be judged

/

only by infentions and a man will have only
what he intended. When one's emigration is to
Allaah and His Messenger, his emigration is to



LIVE WITH ALLAH AL "ALEEM

Allaah and His Messenger but his emigration is
to a worldly end at which he aims or to a
woman whom he marries, his emigration is to
that for which he emigrated.!

- This is a foundational hadith which we should
always return and refer back to. Intentions are
very important because we can be quick to
jump to actions or can get impressed with
actions.

- However, before thinking how to present
ourselves to others, we should think how we

want to present our heart 1o Allah (Jtasg wile) .

- An intenfion is a subftle feeling inside the heart

that we want to do something for Allah ( alew

Jlis) and want our reward from Him, and not

1 Sunan Abi Dawud 2201, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih



LIVE WITH ALLAH AL "ALEEM

someone else. The intfention is not something
uttered or for others to hear.

- The Prophet (&) said deeds wil not be

rewarded unless there are intentions. So for
example, imagine doing work without @
confract or without being informed of what do,
then the foundation is wrong.

o Only Allah (Jwsy wil=es) is wWorthy of our actions

and this shows utmost respect. Sometimes we
think, “I can do whatever | want”, but before
we do, the intention is similar to asking

permission from Allah (Jis «l=w) that we will do

this.
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And it is not righteousness to enter houses from
the back, but righteousness is [in] one who fears
Allah. And enter houses from their doors. And
fear Allah that you may succeed.

- If we want to enter any deed, the right door is
with a sincere intention because the deeds are

for Allah (Jtass ailec).

- If we want to do good deeds without an
intention then it becomes similar to doing
something as a habit orroutine, and this kills the
feelings and makes us heedless of what we are
doing. Our intentions make us aware of what
we are doing and protect us from blindly
following anyone. For example, sometimes we
may do something only because others are
doing, though before entering a deed, we

want our heart o have a sincere intention for
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Alloh (Jwss wlew) SO that this action is blessed,

beneficial and rewarded by Him.

Our reward is based on our intention and our
actions will be deeds when fthere is an
intention. It is not quantity, but quality with Allah

(Jlazy dilmew).

Allah (Juss slee) honored the human being

because they are a creation that can become
beftter with learning, and that's why
knowledge can be a frial for them. Knowledge
is a blessing, but it can be a trial if a person uses
their knowledge to judge others. Only Allah

(Jlass wilee) KNOWS What is inside our hearts and
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only He knows our infentions, so only He can
judge.

We do not want fo show off with our

|O

knowledge, so it is important to show a great
amount of tfagwa. Those who are established
in knowledge have a great amount of

knowledge in the Names of Allah (Jty ailee),

the Qur'an, the sunnah, and the ways of Allah

(Jsy wlee) . BUT When any trial comes, or they

hear something they do not understand, they
do not go deep into it or fry to make

connections. Rather they say:

SURAH AAL IMRAAN 7/
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But those firm in knowledge say, "We believe in
it. All [of it] is from our Lord." And no one will be
reminded except those of understanding.

When a scholar is asked a question and he
answers, "l do not know” then he has answered
the question. But many times we do not like to
show that we do not know, so we will say
something.

And even if the scholars know something and

they answer if, they end it with (i <f) — Allah

knows best.
Knowledge is a blessing, and it is not wrong to

say, “Allah knows best”.
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ALLAH AL "ALEEM — THE ALL-KNOWER

o Allah (Jss wlew) IS Al ‘Aleem — The All-Knower

and we need to resign from assuming we know
the intentions of people.

Sometimes we see someone doing something,

|O

we cannot say, “this one will go to paradise
and this one will go to fire” because we do not
know the intfentions.

Even if we have a great deal of knowledge, we

|O

still do not know the people because we are

not a creator. Only Allah (Jusy wlew) IS The
Creator and only He knows.

SURAH AL MULK 14
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Should not He Who has created knowe And He

is the Most Kind and Courteous (to His slaves),
All-Aware (of everything).
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For example, we may see someone for the first
time, and we see them reacting in a bad way,
but we do not know the reaction they are
showing could be milder than before.

And this shows each person is different, the
patience of each is different, the gratitude of
each is different, and how someone shows
love is different.

And even when hearing this hadith, everyone
will fake in differently, react with it differently

and apply it differently, and only Allah ( alz
Jlass) knows.

If we want our deeds fto be beneficial,
rewarded and blessed, then we should have
an intention.

We can be anywhere doing something, but

our heart is always connected to Allah (alew

10
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Jlsg). For example, we could be cooking, but
our heart is with Allah ( Jtasg <ilee) .

- Someone ca be at the masjid the whole day,
but their heart is not there. And someone can

be at work, but their heart is with Allah ( alec

Jlais) .

MIGRATION FOR ALLAH OR FOR WORK AND
MARRIAGE

- Here we find a specific deed mentioned in the

hadith which is to migrate for Allah (Jlais 4ilew).

Thisis a great deed because a person changes
homes, changes countries, changes their job

all for Allah (Jtass ailec).

- Theyleave what they are familiar with because

it is not in line with the pleasure of Allah ( alxw

11
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Jss), and they go somewhere that is not their

comfort, but there is the pleasure of Allah ( alec

Jlads) .
And migration also means to leave what Allah

(Jss sz ) hates to what He loves. For example,

a person leaves shirk and goes to tawheed, a
person leaves disobedience and goes to
obedience, but it is important to have the right
intention.

People can be moving or changing jobs or
lifestyles, but it depends on what their intention.

The one whose migration is for Allah (Jlais alew),

then they will be rewarded. We do not change

places or position except for Allah (Jlass alew) SO

that we can worship Him in good way.

12
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And whoever’'s migration is only for a job,
marriage or money, then their migration is only
for that reason.

So this hadith reminds us that if we want to
make changes in our life, we should make our

intention for Allah (Jtss «lew), then our path will

be constant and remaining.

But if we change for the sake of someone, then
it will not remain because whatever or
whoever the reason we changed for will also
change. And then we think, “l changed for
you, but you're not the same anymore” and
then we feel we have no identity.

That's why we want to do everything for Allah

(Jss slee) DeCause He knows what can bring

us down. He wants to protect our feelings, our

emotions and our money.

13



LIVE WITH ALLAH AL "ALEEM

o When we do anything for Allah (Jtass aitec), 1T Will

always be a good relationship, it will always be
a good result, it will always be a good move.

But with people, Allah (Jis wlew) WiIll always

show us something contrary or variable with
the people, and then we wonder whye

Because Allah (Jlsy «lews) WaNTs to save us and

not feel like, “we know"” or give position to
ourselves or others. And this will protect us from

saying things that are misleading and off.
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- The knowledge of Allah (Jwis «lxw) precedes

the decree and it not only includes what will
happen, but it includes all the scenarios,

possibilities and impossibilities.

14
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To live with Allah Al ‘Aleem protects our feelings
from wrong judgements. And to live with Allah
Al ‘Aleem makes us accept when is the right
time to learn and know something.

For example, someone might have important
news to tell us, but they forget. And when they
tell us, we wonder, “why did you not tell me
before?”. But the time we are told is the best

because Allah (Juis wsl=w) knows when we
need to hear it. Similar to the story of Musa (e
i) and his servant boy who forget fo fell him

when he saw the fish come to life and jump
back into the sea.

Or sometimes we have to create a new
password and we tell ourselves, “I'll remember

it" but we forget it. And then after some time,

15
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Allah (Jlss «l=e) reminds us, so there is wisdom

in forgetting as well.

SURAH AT TALAQ 12
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It is Allah Who has created seven heavens and
of the earth the like thereof (i.e. seven). His

Command descends between them (heavens

and earth), that you may know that Allah has

power over all things, and that Allah surrounds
all things in (His) Knowledge.

o Allah (Jwsyalec) is The All-Knower and He knows

when is the right time for us to know something.

16
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DIVINE NURTURING LESSONS

- Before thinking how to present ourselves to
others, we should think how we want fo present

our heart to Allah ( flais itze).

- And migration also means fo leave what Allah

( Jlvis ilzews) hates to what He loves. For example,

a person leaves shirk and goes to tawheed, a
person leaves disobedience and goes to
obedience, but it is imporfant fo have the right

intention.

17
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RELATED RESOURCES

1. LIFE RULES FROM THE SUNNAH — DEEDS ACCORDING TO INTENTIONS
2. LIFE RULES FROM THE QUR'AN — ENTER FROM THE RIGHT DOORS

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

PAST CLASS NOTES AND NEW POSTS ON TELEGRAM
THIS IS OPEN TO BOTH WOMEN AND MEN

FOR STUDENTS OF KNOWLEDGE, TEACHERS AND DA'EES IN ENGLISH

https://t. me/markazalsalampublicationsENG

FOR STUDENTS OF KNOWLEDGE, TEACHERS AND DA'EES IN ARABIC

https://t. me/markazalsalampublicationsAR

FOR CHILDREN CLASS NOTES

https://t.me/dropletsofdew

FOR BEGINNERS TO ISLAM
https://t. me/truthfulentry
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