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I N T R O D U C T I O N  
 

 

o We all want to see Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and we do 

not want to be distracted from loving Him, 

loving the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) and loving each other 

for Allah (سبحانه وتعالى).  

o The book (مدارج  السالكين) is not just about a path of 

what we see in life. We may assume the book 

is only about actions of the heart, but there is 

something very important to begin with and 

that is (لا إله الا الله محمد رسول الله). We cannot go on in 
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life without (الله رسول  محمد  الله  الا  إله   It is not just .(لا 

something said without believing in it.  

o We say (أشهد) – “I bear witness” – even if we see 

and witness many scenes in our life, but the 

scene that we always want to witness in every 

situation is (الله رسول  محمد  الله  الا  إله   And this .(لا 

testimony brings us together and gathers us.  

o To love the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) protects us from our 

desires and that is why those who believe in 

Allah (وتعالى  and the messengers are the (سبحانه 

ever-truthful ones. This is because the person 

gives his love to Allah (وتعالى  and the (سبحانه 

Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) and not to his desires or the desire 

of others. 
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ذِينَ 
َّ
وا وَال

ُ
ِ  آمَن

ئِكَ   وَرُسُلِهِ  بِاللَّّ
ٰ
ـ
َ
ول
ُ
  هُمُ  أ

َ
ون

ُ
يق دِِّ   الصِِّ

And those who have believed in Allah and His 

messengers - those are [in the ranks of] the 

supporters of truth 
 

o And this shows us that it is a journey of love. It 

cannot be that someone is travelling and they 

hate the path. But when there is no love or 

something affects the love, then the path 

becomes unclear.  

o Our worship needs to be sincere to Allah (  سبحانه

 from the inside and it cannot be (وتعالى

separated from following the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم). 

 

S U R A H  A L  ‘ A S R  
 

 

الرحيم  الرحمن الله بسم  

1 

عَصْرِ 
ْ
 وَال
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By time, 

2 

  إِنَّ 
َ
نسَان ِ

ْ
فِي الْ

َ
سْر    ل

ُ
خ  

Indeed, mankind is in loss, 

3 

 
َّ
ذِينَ  إِلا

َّ
وا ال

ُ
وا آمَن

ُ
الِحَاتِ  وَعَمِل وَاصَوْا الصَّ

َ
حَقِِّ  وَت

ْ
وَاصَوْا  بِال

َ
  وَت

بْرِ   بِالصَّ

Except for those who have believed and done 

righteous deeds and advised each other to 

truth and advised each other to patience. 
 

 

o As humans we want to succeed, and Allah 

 has given us the definition of success (سبحانه وتعالى)

that does not change – this definition gives us 

completion of ourselves and completion with 

others. Success is to believe and perform good 

deeds and to enjoin others to truth and to be 

patient.  



P A T H  O F  T H E  T R A V E L L E R  ‘ 

 

o Complete faith is when we unconditionally 

love Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), love the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) and 

love each other for Allah (سبحانه وتعالى).  

o The meaning of (وَاصَوْا
َ
 to advise and to ,(وَت

enjoin is an exchange to be open to say what 

we think, even if it is not right or we may hear 

what we do not like, but to remain patient, and 

then it is to fill the gaps with truth.  

o To have a companion in life allows us to share 

what we feel which we would be unable to if it 

is just a group of people.  

o Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) sees our hearts and to have a 

companion keeps us united. A person does not 

want to leave himself with his own desires.  
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S U R A H  A L  F A T I H A  
 

 

الرحيم  الرحمن الله بسم  

1 

ِ  بِسْمِ  نِ  اللَّّ
ٰ
حْمَـ حِيمِ   الرَّ الرَّ  

In the name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the 

Especially Merciful. 

2 

حَمْدُ 
ْ
ِ  ال

  رَبِِّ  لِلَّّ
َ
ين ِ

َ
عَالَ

ْ
ال  

[All] praise is [due] to Allah, Lord of the worlds - 

3 

نِ 
ٰ
حْمَـ حِيمِ  الرَّ الرَّ  

The Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful, 

4 

ينِ  يَوْمِ  مَالِكِ  الدِِّ  

Sovereign of the Day of Recompense. 

5 

اكَ  عْبُدُ  إِيَّ
َ
اكَ  ن إِيَّ   وَ

ُ
عِين

َ
سْت

َ
ن  

It is You we worship and You we ask for help. 

6 

ا
َ
  اهْدِن

َ
رَاط قِيمَ  الصِِّ

َ
سْت

ُ ْ
الَ  
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Guide us to the straight path - 

7 

 
َ
ذِينَ   صِرَاط

َّ
  ال

َ
عَمْت

ْ
ن
َ
يْهِمْ  أ

َ
يْرِ  عَل

َ
ضُوبِ  غ

ْ
غ
َ ْ
يْهِمْ  الَ

َ
  عَل

َ
  وَلا

َ
ين
ِّ
الِ الضَّ  

The path of those upon whom You have 

bestowed favor, not of those who have evoked 

[Your] anger or of those who are astray. 
 

 

o Surah Al Fatiha is a connection and the entire 

prayer will be invalid if the surah is not recited 

in every unit of prayer. Surah Al Fatiha is all 

about tawheed and we will not find any surah 

like this in the previous books.  

 

LOFTY GOALS IN SURAH AL FATIHA 
 

1. TO KNOW WHO IS THE ONE WORTHY OF 

WORSHIP 

o We praise Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) because He is One 

and perfect so we attach to Him alone. We 

praise Him because He did not leave us 
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without nurturing us. And we praise Him 

because He is so merciful to us despite our 

many faults and weaknesses. 

 

2. CONFIRMATION WE WILL RETURN TO ALLAH  

 

3. CONFIRMATION OF MESSENGERS  

 

4. GUIDANCE  

S U R A H  A L  F A T I H A  6  
 

 

ا
َ
  اهْدِن

َ
رَاط قِيمَ  الصِِّ

َ
سْت

ُ ْ
الَ  

Guide us to the straight path 
 

 

 

o We are all misguided and we all need 

guidance. Previously we talked about the 

types of guidance. 
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TYPES OF GUIDANCE 
 

1. GUIDANCE OF BEING SHOWN WITH EVIDENCE ( يةنن هدا

 (البياننننوالدلالةن

o We need guidance to know and understand it, 

that it is made clear with evidence. So Allah 

 .sends the messengers (سبحانه وتعالى)

 

2. GUIDANCE OF ACTING AND WHILE AT PEACE ( يةننن هدا

 (التوفيقنننوالألهامن

o Then there is guidance to act on it and Allah 

 ,will inspire what to do. For example (سبحانه وتعالى)

the mother of Musa (عليه السلام) knew her son was 

in danger but did not know what to do, so Allah 

وتعالى)  inspired her of the action she (سبحانه 

needed to take. 

 

3. GUIDANCE TO REMAIN FIRM (هدايةنننالثباتن) 

o There is guidance to remain firm and constant.  
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4. GUIDANCE TO BE SAFE AND PROTECTED ( يةنننالسلامةننن هدا

 (والحفظن

5. GUIDANCE TO PARADISE (  (هدايةنننإلنننالجنةن

o There is guidance to remain safe and 

guidance to paradise.  

 

5. THE STRAIGHT PATH  

o We could easily ask Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) to guide 

us, but here we specify what we want to be 

guided to – and that is the Straight Path.  

o We need guidance to the Straight Path 

because there are many paths in this life.  

o Once the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) was sitting with the 

Companion and he drew in the sand a straight 

line and then drew other crooked lines around 

it. And he pointed to the straight line that will 

save us. There is balance for us in the Straight 

Path and everything will be in its place.  



P A T H  O F  T H E  T R A V E L L E R  ‘ 

 

 

F O L L O W  T H E  S T R A I G H T  P A T H  
 

 

، عَبْدِ  بْنِ  جَابِرِ   عَنْ  ِ
الَ  اللَّّ

َ
ا ق

َّ
ن
ُ
دَ  ك

ْ
بِيِِّ  عِن

َّ
   ـ وسلم عليه الله  صلى   ـ الن

 
َّ
ط

َ
خ
َ
ا ف

ًّ
ط
َ
  خ

َّ
ط

َ
يْنِ   وَخ

َّ
ط
َ
  يَمِينِهِ  عَنْ   خ

َّ
ط

َ
يْنِ   وَخ

َّ
ط
َ
مَّ  يَسَارِهِ  عَنْ   خ

ُ
 ث

ِ  فِي يَدَهُ  وَضَعَ 
ِّ
ط

َ
خ
ْ
وْسَطِ  ال

َ
الَ  الأ

َ
ق
َ
ا "  ف

َ
ِ   سَبِيلُ  هَذ مَّ  . "   اللَّّ

ُ
  ث

َ
لا
َ
 ت

  هَذِهِ 
َ
نَّ } الآيَة

َ
ا وَأ

َ
قِيمًا  صِرَاطِي هَذ

َ
بِعُوهُ  مُسْت

َّ
ات
َ
  ف

َ
بِعُوا وَلا

َّ
ت
َ
  ت

بُلَ    السُّ
َ
رَّق

َ
ف
َ
ت
َ
مْ  ف

ُ
. { سَبِيلِهِ  عَنْ  بِك  

We were with the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم), and he drew a 

line (in the sand), then he drew two lines to its 

right and two to its left. Then he put his hand on 

the middle line and said : 'This is the path of 

Allah. Then he recited the Verse: And verily, this 

(i.e. Allah's Commandments) is My straight path, 

so follow it and follow not (other) paths, for they 

will separate you from His path..."1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Sunan Ibn Majah 11, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE STRAIGHT PATH 
 

 

1. STEADFAST 

o When we are on the Straight Path, we feel we 

are upright and steadfast. This means it is a 

Straight Path that does not shake us. 
 

M Y  L O R D  I S  A L L A H  A N D  R E M A I N  

S T E A D F A S T  
 

 

نَّ 
َ
  أ

َ
يَان

ْ
ِ   عَبْدِ  بْنَ  سُف ، اللَّّ فِيَّ

َ
ق
َّ
الَ  الث

َ
  ق

ُ
ت
ْ
ل
ُ
ِ   رَسُولَ  يَا ق نِي اللَّّ

ْ
ث ِ
  حَدِّ

مْر  
َ
صِمُ  بِأ

َ
عْت
َ
الَ  .  بِهِ  أ

َ
لْ  " ق

ُ
يَ  ق ِ

ُ   رَبِّ مَّ  اللَّّ
ُ
قِمْ  ث

َ
"   اسْت  

“I said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, tell me of 

something that I can adhere to.’ He said: ‘Say: 

“Allah is my Lord,” then stand straight (adhere 

steadfastly to Islam).’2  
 

 

S U R A H  H U D  1 1 2  
 

 

قِمْ 
َ
اسْت

َ
مَا ف

َ
  ك

َ
مِرْت

ُ
   أ

So remain on a right course as you have been 

commanded 
 

 
2 Sunan Ibn Majah 3972 
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o Surah Hud is about reforming ourselves before 

reforming others. It is important to have 

istaqamah and be on the Straight Path as Allah 

  .commanded us (سبحانه وتعالى)

o Allah (وتعالى  commands what to do and (سبحانه 

what not to do. The messengers could not act 

without inspiration from Allah (وتعالى  For .(سبحانه 

example, the people would ask the Prophet 

 something and he would not answer on his (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

own until he receives inspiration from Allah 

  .(سبحانه وتعالى)
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َ
لِذ
َ
ادْعُ  لِكَ  ٰف

َ
قِمْ  ۖ   ف

َ
مَا وَاسْت

َ
  ك

َ
مِرْت

ُ
  ۖ   أ

َ
بِعْ  وَلا

َّ
ت
َ
هْوَاءَهُمْ   ت

َ
لْ  ۖ   أ

ُ
  وَق

 
ُ
نزَلَ  بِمَا آمَنت

َ
ُ   أ اب   مِن اللَّّ

َ
  ۖ   كِت

ُ
مِرْت

ُ
عْدِلَ  وَأ

َ
مُ  لِأ

ُ
ك
َ
ُ   ۖ   بَيْن ا اللَّّ

َ
ن   رَبُّ

مْ 
ُ
ك ا ۖ   وَرَبُّ

َ
ن
َ
ا ل

َ
ن
ُ
عْمَال

َ
مْ  أ

ُ
ك
َ
مْ  وَل

ُ
ك
ُ
عْمَال

َ
  ۖ   أ

َ
  لا

َ
ة ا حُجَّ

َ
ن
َ
مُ  بَيْن

ُ
ك
َ
 ۖ   وَبَيْن

 ُ ا يَجْمَعُ  اللَّّ
َ
ن
َ
يْهِ  ۖ   بَيْن

َ
صِيرُ  وَإِل

َ ْ
الَ  
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So to that [religion of Allah] invite, [O 

Muhammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم)], and remain on a right course 

as you are commanded and do not follow their 

inclinations but say, "I have believed in what 

Allah has revealed of the Qur'an, and I have 

been commanded to do justice among you. 

Allah is our Lord and your Lord. For us are our 

deeds, and for you your deeds. There is no 

[need for] argument between us and you. Allah 

will bring us together, and to Him is the [final] 

destination." 
 

o Sometimes we tell ourselves, “I will not eat 

sugar for a week” and we remain firm on it. 

And if asked why, we may say, “we read an 

article or the doctor told us”.  

o But here it is what Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) commands 

us and this is what will help us to remain upright.  
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30 

ذِينَ  إِنَّ 
َّ
وا ال

ُ
ال
َ
ا ق

َ
ن ُ   رَبُّ مَّ  اللَّّ

ُ
امُوا ث

َ
ق
َ
لُ  اسْت زَّ

َ
ن
َ
ت
َ
يْهِمُ   ت

َ
  عَل

ُ
ة
َ
ئِك

َ
لا
َ ْ
  الَ

َّ
لا
َ
  أ

وا
ُ
اف
َ
خ
َ
  ت

َ
وا وَلا

ُ
حْزَن

َ
بْشِرُوا  ت

َ
أ ةِ  وَ

َّ
جَن

ْ
تِي بِال

َّ
مْ  ال

ُ
نت
ُ
  ك

َ
وعَدُون

ُ
ت  

Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah " 

and then remained on a right course - the 

angels will descend upon them, [saying], "Do 

not fear and do not grieve but receive good 

tidings of Paradise, which you were promised. 

31 

حْنُ 
َ
مْ   ن

ُ
ك
ُ
وْلِيَاؤ

َ
حَيَاةِ  فِي أ

ْ
يَا ال

ْ
ن خِرَةِ  وَفِي الدُّ

ْ
مْ  ۖ   الآ

ُ
ك
َ
 مَا فِيهَا وَل

هِي
َ
ت
ْ
ش
َ
مْ  ت

ُ
سُك

ُ
نف
َ
مْ  أ

ُ
ك
َ
  مَا فِيهَا وَل

َ
عُون دَّ

َ
ت  

We [angels] were your allies in worldly life and 

[are so] in the Hereafter. And you will have 

therein whatever your souls desire, and you will 

have therein whatever you request [or wish] 

32 

 
ً
زُلا

ُ
نْ  ن ور    مِِّ

ُ
ف
َ
حِيم   غ

رَّ  

As accommodation from a [Lord who is] 

Forgiving and Merciful." 
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o We all want to be on the Straight Path to what 

Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) commands us and to what He 

has nurtured us. The istiqamah for someone in 

grade 1 is different for someone in grade 12.  

o When Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) nurtures us to love Him, 

love the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) and love each other for 

Allah (وتعالى  then we want to have (سبحانه 

istaqamah and remain steadfast on it.  

o When we say, “our Rabb is Allah” and we 

remain steadfast on what Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) has 

nurtured us then we will feel firm and it will 

make us not fear or panic.  

o And then the angels will come down and tell 

us, “to not fear or be sad and receive glad 

tidings of paradise, that which you were 

promised”.  
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o The one seeking the truth always wants these 

feelings. He does not want to be restless in 

what he is doing.  

o Then the angels say, “we were your close 

beloved friends in this life and the next”.  
 

S U R A H  A L  A H Q A A F  1 3  
 

 

ذِينَ  إِنَّ 
َّ
وا ال

ُ
ال
َ
ا ق

َ
ن ُ   رَبُّ مَّ  اللَّّ

ُ
امُوا ث

َ
ق
َ
  اسْت

َ
لا
َ
   ف

 
وْف

َ
يْهِمْ  خ

َ
  عَل

َ
  هُمْ  وَلا

 
َ
ون

ُ
 يَحْزَن

Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah," 

and then remained on a right course - there will 

be no fear concerning them, nor will they 

grieve. 
 

o We always want to remain steadfast on the 

nurturing of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى).  
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REMAINING CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 

STRAIGHT PATH 

o The remaining characteristics of the Straight 

Path which we will look into in the upcoming 

classes in sha’a Allah: 

2. It will reach the destination (الْيصال  إلى  الَقصود): the 

Straight Path will take us to paradise. 

3. The Straight Path is not something far away 

from us, it is near to us.  

4. Its capacity can handle all, but only a few will 

go on the Straight Path  

5. It is the path chosen to reach paradise 

 

 

 

 

ALLAH AL ‘ALEEM (THE ALL-KNOWER) 
 

o The knowledge of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is vast and 

deep. We did not even know there will be a 

class today. 
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o The knowledge of Allah (وتعالى  is not (سبحانه 

preceded with ignorance nor is it followed with 

forgetfulness. Unlike ourselves who came out of 

the wombs of our mothers not knowing 

anything.  

S U R A H  A N  N A H L  7 8  
 

 ُ م وَاللَّّ
ُ
رَجَك

ْ
خ
َ
ن أ ِ

ونِ  مِّ
ُ
مْ  بُط

ُ
هَاتِك مَّ

ُ
  أ

َ
  لا

َ
مُون

َ
عْل
َ
يْئًا ت

َ
 ش

And Allah has extracted you from the wombs of 

your mothers not knowing a thing, 
 

o We did not know about matters of faith either. 

S U R A H  A S H  S H U R A  5 2  
 

  مَا
َ
نت

ُ
دْرِي  ك

َ
ابُ  مَا ت

َ
كِت
ْ
  ال

َ
  وَلا

ُ
يمَان ِ

ْ
  الْ

 You did not know what is the Book or [what is] 

faith,  
 

o It is only Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) Who taught us. 

o We forget and we need Allah (وتعالى  to (سبحانه 

forgive us. 
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S U R A H  A L  B A Q A R A H  2 8 6  
 

ا
َ
ن   رَبَّ

َ
ا لا

َ
ن
ْ
اخِذ

َ
ؤ
ُ
ا إِن ت

َ
سِين

َّ
وْ  ن

َ
ا أ

َ
ن
ْ
أ
َ
ط
ْ
خ
َ
    ۚأ

 "Our Lord, do not impose blame upon us if we 

have forgotten or erred. 
 

o The knowledge of Allah (وتعالى  is the first (سبحانه 

stage of the decree. 

o He knows everything that will happen to us. He 

knows every single possibility and impossibility. 

He knows who will be our parents, siblings, 

spouse and children and He chooses the best 

for us. 

o This makes us trust the knowledge of Allah 

وتعالى)   Whatever He chose for us is the .(سبحانه 

best way to have the best connection to Him. 

o At the same time to never think ‘why did this 

happen?',  ‘I know this way would have been 

better’. 
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o There are many kinds of knowledge but the 

knowledge about Allah (وتعالى  is the (سبحانه 

greatest because there is no subject greater 

than Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). 

o The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) asked to be increased in 

knowledge. 
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ل
ُ
ِ  وَق

بِّ مًا زِدْنِي رَّ
ْ
  عِل

 and say, "My Lord, increase me in knowledge.” 
 

o Knowledge is the first condition of Laa Ilaaha 

illa Allah ( الله  إلا   إله  لا  ) There is no one worthy of 

worship except Allah. 

o Then comes the other conditions of certainty, 

acceptance, submission, truthfulness, sincerity 

and love. Notice that the end is with love. This 

greatest knowledge is what leads us to the 
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feeling of love. Loving Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) leads to 

loving the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) and the believers. 

Everything will be in line. 
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مْ 
َ
اعْل

َ
هُ  ف

َّ
ن
َ
  أ

َ
هَ  لا

َٰ
  إِل

َّ
ُ  إِلا فِرْ  اللَّّ

ْ
غ
َ
نبِكَ  وَاسْت

َ
 لِذ

 So know, [O Muhammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم)], that there is no 

deity except Allah and ask forgiveness for your 

sin  
 

o With knowledge we can feel we know and feel 

less connected to Allah (وتعالى  But the .(سبحانه 

more we know Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), His actions, His 

nurturing and how He deals with us, the more 

we seek forgiveness. This is the balance. 

o They keys of the knowledge of the unseen 

belongs to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). 
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َ  إِنَّ  مُ  عِندَهُ  اللَّّ
ْ
اعَةِ  عِل ِلُ  السَّ

زِّ
َ
  وَيُن

َ
يْث

َ
غ
ْ
مُ  ال

َ
رْحَامِ  فِي مَا وَيَعْل

َ ْ
 وَمَا   الأ

دْرِي 
َ
س   ت

ْ
ف
َ
ا ن

َ
اذ سِبُ  مَّ

ْ
ك
َ
دًا ت

َ
دْرِي  وَمَا   غ

َ
س   ت

ْ
ف
َ
ِ  ن يِّ

َ
رْض   بِأ

َ
  أ

ُ
مُوت

َ
  ۚت

َ  إِنَّ  بِير   عَلِيم   اللَّّ
َ
 خ

Indeed, Allah [alone] has knowledge of the 

Hour and sends down the rain and knows what 

is in the wombs. And no soul perceives what it 

will earn tomorrow, and no soul perceives in 

what land it will die. Indeed, Allah is Knowing 

and Acquainted.  
 

o Only Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) knows when the Day of 

Judgement will take place. 

o Only Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) knows where rain will fall, 

how many drops and with what intensity. 

o Only Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) knows what we will earn 

tomorrow even from feelings and  

connections. 
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o Only Allah (وتعالى  knows what will be our (سبحانه 

final place. A person can be at home and end 

up in the hospital. A person can be at the 

hospital and ends at home. A person can be 

from one land but dies in another. The 

knowledge of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is vast.  

o Only Allah (وتعالى  knows what is in our (سبحانه 

hearts. 

o Only Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) knows what we feel and 

think, so judgment only belongs to Him. 

o Knowledge can purify a person and make 

them better or make a person arrogant and 

proud. With knowledge, it is very important to 

be humble to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). 

 

 اهْدِناَ الصِِّرَاطَ الْمُسْتَقِيمَ 
G U I D E  U S  T O  T H E  S T R A I G H T  P A T H .  
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