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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

o While we are in the kingdom of Allah (  سبحانه

 it does not mean we do not do anything ,(وتعالى

and say, “He owns everything so I don’t need 

to do anything.” 

o We all have to take means. We cannot say, “I 

won’t work, Allah will give me money”. “I’m 

sick and I will not take means, Allah will cure 

me”, or “I won’t study when I have an exam, 

Allah will make me pass”.  
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o When Ibrahim (عليه السلام) left his wife Haajar and 

Ismael in the desert, there was no food or 

water. But she still took the means by running 

back and forth, then Zamzam water gushed 

forth. Afterwards a tribe named Jurhum 

passed by and asked if they can inhabit the 

place since it had water. And this shows how 

Allah (وتعالى  gave the honor of ownership (سبحانه 

of the land to Hajar and Ismael (عليه السلام) since 

there was water.  

o Then Jurhum taught Ismael the Arabic 

language and so he became an Arab. And 

Mohammed (صلى الله عليه وسلم) is from the line of Ismael (  عليه

 .(عليه السلام) and he looks like Ibrahim ,(السلام

o The word (عربي) means expressive, it is both 

logical and emotional. We can talk logically 
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but it’s dry, and we can talk emotionally but it 

doesn’t make sense. But Arabic uses both. We 

learn the Arabic language as a means to 

understand the Qur’an. And we ask Allah 

وتعالى)  to bring us the means to learn the (سبحانه 

Arabic language.  
 

L I V E  W I T H  T H E  Q U R ’ A N  –  

S U R A H  A A L  I M R A A N  
 

T A K I N G  T H E  L E G I S L A T E D  M E A N S  
 
 

o To take the means Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) brings to us 

is a way of firmness. Dhul Qurnain would not 

have succeeded if he did not take the means 

brought to him.  

o When Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) gives us means that we 

do not use then it shows we do not 

appreciate it. For example, to have eyes is 

different from someone who does not have 
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eyes. We are responsible to use the means 

given to us. If we have jewelry, then why do 

we not use it.  
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Say, "O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give 

sovereignty to whom You will and You take 

sovereignty away from whom You will. You 

honor whom You will and You humble whom 

You will. In Your hand is [all] good. Indeed, You 

are over all things competent. 
 

o When we take means, they must be right 

means legislated by Allah (وتعالى  For .(سبحانه 

example, if we want to become wealthy, 

stealing is not a means to become wealthy. 

Or if we want protection, hanging an eye or 
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hanging the Names of Allah or the Qur’an are 

not means.  

o If we want to be strong, then we eat good 

food, exercise and make istighfaar. To be 

strong is not by wearing certain bracelets.  
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[Solomon] said, "O assembly [of jinn], which of 

you will bring me her throne before they come 

to me in submission?" 
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A powerful one from among the jinn said, "I will 

bring it to you before you rise from your place, 

and indeed, I am for this [task] strong and 

trustworthy." 

40 



L I V E  W I T H  T H E  Q U R ’ A N 

 

 

الَِ
َ
يِق ذ 

َّ
ندَهُِِال مِ ِع 

م
ل نَِِع   

ِِم  اب 
َ
ت ك 

م
اِِال

َ
ن
َ
يكَِِأ ِِآت  ه  لَِِب  بم

َ
نِق

َ
ِِأ دَّ

َ
ت كَِِيَرم يم

َ
ل ِِإ 

رمِ
َ
كَِط

ُ
اِِۚف مَّ

َ
ل
َ
اِرَآهُِِف رًّ ق 

َ
ت ندَهُِِمُسم الَِِع 

َ
اِق

َ
ذ
 
نِِهَـ ِِم  ل 

ضم
َ
يِف  

يِِرَب  وَن 
ُ
ل يَبم ِِل 

رُِ
ُ
ك

م
ش

َ
أ
َ
ممِِأ

َ
رُِِِأ

ُ
ف
م
ك
َ
رَِِوَمَنِِۖأ

َ
ك

َ
مَاِش

َّ
ن إ 
َ
رُِِف

ُ
ك

م
ه ِِيَش س 

م
ف
َ
ن رَِِوَمَنِِۖل 

َ
ف
َ
ِِك نَّ إ 

َ
ِف

ي  
يِ ِرَب  ن 

َ
ر يمِ ِغ

َ
ك  

Said one who had knowledge from the 

Scripture, "I will bring it to you before your 

glance returns to you." And when [Solomon] 

saw it placed before him, he said, "This is from 

the favor of my Lord to test me whether I will be 

grateful or ungrateful. And whoever is grateful - 

his gratitude is only for [the benefit of] himself. 

And whoever is ungrateful - then indeed, my 

Lord is Free of need and Generous." 
 

o Suleiman (عليه السلام) is a king and he said, “who 

will bring me her throne before they become 

Muslims?”. And this shows how he already 

knew they will become Muslims.  

o Ifreet are “intermediate” jinn because there 

are levels of jinn. The ifreet said “I will bring it to 
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you before you rise from your council”. The 

jinn can enter opened doors, that’s why the 

Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said to close open windows and 

doors at night.   

o And the one with knowledge of the book said 

“I will bring it to you in the blink of an eye”, 

and it is said he was a human with knowledge 

of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and knew the greatest dua. 

And surely the Names of Allah (وتعالى  are (سبحانه 

powerful.  

o When the throne was brought to him in the 

blink of an eye, he said that is from the favor 

of my Lord.  

o People think in order to reach Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), 

it means we have to be sad or refuse taking 

means, but this is not the way. A person will be 

shaky in situations if he says, “I do not need to 
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take means, Allah will provide me”. Taking 

means which Allah (وتعالى  has given us (سبحانه 

makes us true slaves of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى).  

 

MEANING OF THE WORD “MEANS”  ( ب  ب (س  
 

o (سبب) means rope and taking means are like a 

“rope” to reach something.  

o (سبب) also means a path or way. It also means 

knowledge and knowledge is a means to 

become better and improve.  

o (سبب) also means device or equipment, so a 

car or phone is a means to reach.  

o And tomorrow in sha’a Allah, we will recite 

Surah Al Kahf on Friday, and (سبب) is 

mentioned in the Story of Dhul Qarnain. 
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And they ask you, [O Muhammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم)], about 

Dhul-Qarnayn. Say, "I will recite to you about 

him a report." 
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Indeed We established him upon the earth, and 

We gave him to everything a way. 
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So he followed a way 
 

o Allah (وتعالى  made him established as a (سبحانه 

king and He gave him all types of means from 

knowledge, people, resources and 

equipment. And this indicates it is important to 

use the means given in order to be protected 
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from trials. May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) help us use all 

the means given to us. Ameen.  

o As for Firaoun, he used also used means, but 

for a wrong purpose. 
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And Pharaoh said, "O Haman, construct for me 

a tower that I might reach the ways - 
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The ways into the heavens - so that I may look 

at the deity of Moses; but indeed, I think he is a 

liar." And thus was made attractive to Pharaoh 

the evil of his deed, and he was averted from 

the [right] way. And the plan of Pharaoh was 

not except in ruin. 
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o Firaoun wanted Haman to build a tower for 

him so that he may see Allah (وتعالى  ,(سبحانه 

subhan Allah. So we find an example of two 

kings, one using means for a correct purpose 

and another for a wrong purpose.   
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