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LIVE WITH THE QUR'AN: SURAH AAL IMRAAN

All praises are due to Allah. Anything good is from Allah and any mistakes are
from ourselves and the shaitan. May Allah forgive us. ‘&
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INTRODUCTION

VIRTUES OF THE STUDY CIRCLES

- There is a great blessing in attending the study
circles and it is something we never want to
miss or leave. There is a story of an elderly lady
who has been attending study circles for forty
years, may Allah protect her and keep her firm.
She has a great love for it and is so adamant to
attend such to the point thirty years ago,
someone told her that her son was missing. And

back then, children would just normally go out
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and play and then come back. She said, “no
he's not missing, this is just from the shaitan, and
| will go to the Qur’'an class.” She went to class
and when she returned, she sfill did not find her
son.

Then she said, “he is not missing, Allah will bring
him.” Then they found a bunch of sandals,
including his, along the sea shore. So people
assumed the children must have gone to sea
and drowned, subhan Allah. She said, “no they
are alive and Allah will bring them.”

Then the children returned, and they wanted
to run along the sea shore so they removed
their sandals.

The way and path of knowledge is different
from the path of worship. What a person

reaches with knowledge is different from
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worship. That's why the similitude of the scholar
to the worshipper is like that of the moon to the

stars.

THE WORSHIPPER
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'
I heard the Messenger of Allah (elus dule < Js)

say: "Whoever follows a path in the pursuit of
knowledge, Allah will make easy for him a path
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to Paradise. The angels lower their wings in
approval of the seeker of knowledge, and
everyone in the heavens and on earth prays for
forgiveness for the seeker of knowledge, even
the fish in the sea. The superiority of the scholar
over the worshipper is like the superiority of the
moon above all other heavenly bodies. The
scholars are the heirs of the Prophets, for the
Prophets did not leave behind a Dinar or
Dirham, rather they left behind knowledge, so
whoever takes it has taken a great share.™

- The knowledge is the inheritance of the

prophets and Allah (Jwis =) €ven assigned

specific angels for the study circles unlike other
worships.
- Also franquility and mercy descends in the

study circles. Even if a person attends a study

1 Sunan Abi Dawud 3641, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih
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circle without then intention of knowledge,

Allah (Jlgs wsl=e) WIll still have mercy on him.
o If our concern is Allah (Jiy sl=w.) and what He

loves, then He will make all worries vanish and
He will take care of all other concerns. But if
anyone’s concern is the duniya, fame or
anything else, then they will only have what

Allah (Jlss «l=w) has decreed for them.

DO NOT MAKE THE DUNIYA OUR
GREATEST CONCERN
M%Yﬁa“ﬂfi\.ﬁﬂ‘d&qﬁ}b

Let not worldly affairs be our principal concern,
or the ultimate limit of our knowledge?

- Our soul and heart need to be dressed with

tagwa and faith, and it needs to be nourished

2 Riyadh As Saliheen, At Tirmidhi, Book 5, Hadith 834
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with what Allah (Jwi =) and the Prophet (&)

have said.
It is a great blessing to have a center and a
place to attend the study circles. We ask Allah

(Jis sleee) TO Make our heart always attached

to the study circles.
One of the people who will be shaded under

the Throne of Allah (Jsis 4lew) 1S The one whose

heart is attached to the masjid and this is to be

aftached to a place where Allah (Jlss ailew) 1S

worshipped. And the best worship is to seek
knowledge.

The angels make dua for the seekers of
knowledge and seek forgiveness for them.

That's why the Prophet (&) said if you pass any

garden of paradise, then sit and relax there.
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And they asked, “what are these gardense” He

said, “they are study circles”.

STUDY CIRCLES ARE GARDENS OF
PARADISE

‘C!.L/G:C\.“u‘qaﬁ‘d}w (J\ﬁ J‘ﬁ}“ ic\.\“_;\,a)wﬂ:,.ﬁj
iy a3 1918 «l5aiyls Bzl (al,s fdyya 130 splis
«)S:\J‘ S 03 ?é:::h
Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) reported
Allah’s Messenger as saying, “When you come
upon the pastures of paradise, then relax in
them.” On being asked what the pastures of

paradise, he replied that they were circles
where Allah is remembered.?

- There is tfranquility in the study circles because

Alloh (Jws sl=e) WIll Take care of everything.

However, our nafs places so many obstacles in

front of us.

3 At Tirmidhi 3510, Authenticated by Al Albani as Hasan
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In Surah Al Fatiha, it is not about me, but “us”.

SURAH AL FATIHA 5 TO 6
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It is You we worship and You we ask for help.
6

sudiidl blhsall Gaal
Guide us to the straight path -

When we do not associate with Allah (Jlass 4ile)

and are humble and not arrogant in seeking
help from Him, then we will be guided.

Our beauty is when we appreciate the beauty
of others, our goodness is when we appreciate
the goodness of others.

When we make dua for others, the angels say

and the same for you.
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Making dua for others is a great means of
purification. If we have anything against
anyone then we should make dua for them,
whether we are jealous of them, dislike them or
always show aggression to them.

And when anything negative happens to us,
we need to remember it is purification for us

and Allah (Juss slxw) Wants the best. It might be

that we think too much of ourselves, so things
happen to purify us from “I" and “me”".

And we have beautiful companions in the
study circles where we make dua for one
anofther.

And part of showing our respect to Allah ( 4lew
Jis) IS when we respect the elderly Muslim, the

ruler and the carrier of the Qur'an.

10
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RESPECT TO THE ELDERLY MUSLIM,

CARRIER OF THE QUR'AN, JUST RULER

$5 81 Al I3 Gro O U8 (gya Y1 2 LS 531 I
S ¥ cad JBII 2 (olaN Jaog it aial)
Aol plalidl 65 21815 ik
Al-Ash'ari said, "Part of respect for Allah is to
show respect to an old Muslim and to someone
who knows the Qur'an, as long as he does not

go to excess in it nor furn away from it, and to
respect a just ruler."

4 Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 357, Authenticated by Al Albani as Hasan

11
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LIVE WITH THE QUR'AN -
SURAH AAL IMRAAN

FIRMNESS

SUPPLICATION TO KEEP OUR HEARTS

FIRM

Ya muqallibal-qulubi thabbit galbr "ald dinik
O Turner of the hearts, keep my heart firm upon

Your religion.>

GLi) sy G oy U Gy LoOd 3) Jiaj Lisgld §535 G55
Llagll &al
[Who say], "Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate

after You have guided us and grant us from

Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are the Bestower.

5 Jami® at-Tirmidhi 3587

12
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- Surah Aal Imraan is about firmness on all that

Allah (Jss lxw) has tfaught us and has opened

for us. It Is not about being firm in the limbs, but
firm in the feelings.

- We might have something in front of us, but
we are not firm on it. We might have study circles,
but we are not firm on it, meaning we do not
have feelings for it. Or we might have faith or
knowledge, but our heart is not there. This is what
we fear.

o  Firmnessis not about outer firmness in actions,
but firmness in our feelings for it and being
excited, motivated and loving it.

o Firmness does not mean we need to be rigid

or selfish. Firmness is to be soft, gentle and

compassionate while sfill being firm. It is not

13
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possible to be both firm and harsh in the deen
because then we will lose all our connections.

o Firmness IS about being loving,
compassionate and caring, but what can
remove all of these feelingse The duniya and our
nafs.

o If a person is so selfish then it removes the
feelings and our connections to others. We do
not want to hate one another or to feel awkward
when we see each another.

o People think firmness is to force ourselves, but

the Prophet (&) is so genfle and

accommodating. There are people who scream
at others if they disturb them while reciting

Qur'an, but the Prophet (#) never told the

women to not bring their children. And if he

heard a child crying, he will hasten the prayer.

14
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- Someone who is firm is gentle and
compassionate, but someone who quickly gets
irritated does not show firmness.

- Surah Aal Imraan is an example to be firm on

faith and only Allah (Jwis «si=e) Ccan give us this

firmness.

- When we talk about maintenance of the
body, we see it as a checklist which we can
encompass, but to maintain our faith is about
keeping up our standard according to what

Allah (Jls vlew) has nurtured us and shown us.

o Faithdoesnotremainin asingle level, it either
goes up or down and we want to be firm on the
level we reach and not less. For example, before
coming to the study circle, we were at a certain

level of faith, but when attending the study circle

15
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and being shown ayat then it should increase us
in faith.
- Everyone gets nurtured differently — a man,
woman, a student, a teacher, child all get
nurtured differently.
- Faith cannot be seen, but we can sense it.
Feelings of faith are:

- Happiness

> Content

- No worries

o Taking things with ease

Tranquility

|O

- Vastness of the chest

- If we are stressed, worried or sad then it will

be difficult to bring our faith up.

16
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SURAH AL FAT'H 4
5 Gla] 1931350 a3l plB § B2 U3 o001 54
peelos]
It is He who sent down franquility into the hearts

of the believers that they would increase in faith

along with their [present] faith.

- People worry due to two reasons:

- They do not know everything, so they feel
they need to get a hold of everything.
Though it is not possible to encompass
every matter. We want 1o know
everything, but there are things we
cannot know.

To have full control and full authority over

|O

something. And people worry when they
feel they are incapable or do not have

control over someone.

17
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o So people worry when they lack in

knowledge and ability, though only Allah ( sl
Juis) encompasses all knowledge and has full

ability. These are two matters that are exclusively

for Allah (Jlais 4ilecs).

SURAH AT TALAQ 12

581 U585 Gidke g1 Gr0d lplade e G155 01
Ky oo 8 & (g3 b U6 e 1 G 15a 108 s
It is Allah who has created seven heavens and
of the earth, the like of them. [His] command
descends among them so you may know that

Allah is over all things competent and that Allah

has encompassed all things in knowledge.
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- Tawakkul is 1o believe Allah (Jwis wlew) Wil

teach us what we need to know and He will give
us the ability fo act when the time comes.

o Stress is the opposite of tawakkul. We can
stress about preparing for a party and make sure
everything is set and then it rains. And this is to
show us that things happen which we do not

expect so that we put our trust in Allah (s 4ilew)

and depend on Him.

o AS humans we worry, but we need to be
truthful with ourselves and ask ourselves when we
start to worry, "why do | worry, why am | am
stressed, why am | feeling like thise Do | feel like |
need to know everything or do | feel | need to

know how to do everything?”.

19
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SURAH AAL IMRAAN 7
SGST 31 b Skt ST 4 QUGS alile T3l 01 54
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It is He who has sent down to you, [O

Muhammad ()], the Book; in it are verses [that

are] precise - they are the foundation of the
Book - and others unspecific. As for those in
whose hearts is deviation [from truth], they will
follow that of it which is unspecific, seeking
discord and seeking an interpretation [suitable
to them]. And no one knows its [true]
interpretation except Allah. But those firm in
knowledge say, "We believe in it. All [of it] is from
our Lord." And no one will be reminded except
those of understanding.

20
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. There are ayat that are (&:.S4) — which are

clear and straightforward. And there are ayat

that are (&lLads) — which can have different

interpretations, why¢ To filter between the

people, to see who fruly believes in Allah ( 4lew.
Jlis) or who deviates.

o Misguidance and deviation take place when
people follow the unclear ayat. And similarly for
any relationship in life, it will end if judgement is
based on what is unclear instead of on
something solid.

- For example, we think, “why did she do
something like thise Why did she say thate” and
then we start to have thoughts of why she did it,
and then we start to believe it and then our

actions change, our body language changes

21
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and our words change towards that person. And
this is happening all based on assumptions.

o That's why it is important to place an
“Yaccount” of all that is solid and we are certain
about with our family members and friends.

- Situations can take place, or there can be
actions, utterances or behavior that take place
which we do not understand why. And then we
start thinking about it, though it is important to
not surrender to these thoughts because it can

lead to separation.

SURAH AL BAQARAH 237
- pSGG (il 1525 ¥

And do not forget graciousness between you.

- This ayah is mentioned in the context of a

marriage and then there is a divorce though no

22
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relation took place between them. Even in such

a situation, Allah (Jwis «l=w) SQYs do not forget the

good between you, though they did not live with
each other, so what about people we live with
and are with all the time?¢ It is so important to not
forget the good between us.

- And we need to remember that people go
through difficult situations, they are weak,
imperfect, they can be are under medication or
the shaitan overcomes them, so we do not want
to forget all the good things.

- Unfortunately, we are quick to go to
something doubtful and forget all the good. But
it is our duty and responsibility fo be firm on what
Is solid and to always activate it when we go

through any doubtful situation.

23
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- Who will follow what is doubftfule Anyone

whose heart is (gj) — tilted — they want to make @

fitna and a big issue when something doubtful
happens. Or they want to make their own
interpretation of it. They listen to their nafs.

- When these doubftful matters or unclear

matters take place, it is a test because Allah

(Jis =) WANTS people who are pure and firm

on the Qur'an and knowledge.

o Itisimportant to confront and clarify than just
to assume because we cannot go into the hearts
and intentions of the people. And most conflict
happens between people due to the unclear
maftters.

o We want to think good of others because our

mind can think too much about the actions of

others, though we are crossing our boundaries.

24
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- Also, it iIs important to not try to interpret

things about the Being of Allah (Jwis alew.). FOr

example, Allah (Jls sl=w.) tells us:

SURAH AL QALAM 42
Osiaelatied S 39kl 3] 32 15 Sl oo ad&S 252
(Remember) the Day when the Shin shall be laid
bare (i.e. the Day of Resurrection) and they shall

be called to prostrate themselves (to Allah), but
they (hypocrites) shall not be able to do so.

- Itis clear that it is the Shin of Allah (Jtas wile),

but some will say, how can it be a “Shin”, so they
will interpret is as something else as power or
dominance. Or when it mentions the “Face of
Allah”, they say, “a face is only for humans”, so

they will say, it is pleasure or reward.

25
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o OrAllah (i ¢l rose over the Throne so we

do not need to think, “*how did He rise over The
Throneg".
- After mentioning the group of people whose

hearts are titled to the unclear and doubtful,

Allah (4w vlew) Tells us about another group of

people, who are they?
° (el,jt E] Z;jéa,fu\j.ﬂj) (But those firm in

knowledge): those who are firmly rooted in

knowledge. (@\j) is similar to the roots of

mountains. So they are deeply rooted in
knowledge such that even if people say doubtful
or strange fthings, they remain solid in their

knowledge and solid about their relationships.

26
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- Ifwe are firm on the Qur'an and Sunnah then
we will not get affected when others say things
that are doubtful.

- There are people who reflect, but if they
reflect without knowledge then they will get lost
and become deviated, that's why the
foundation of knowledge is very important.

o A person does not start reflecting without

knowledge otherwise it will be a big mess. (,j;i

gt,ji?!) — the people of understanding are those

who are firmly rooted in knowledge and they

reflect.

o (T ol 91585 gl e (3 I 4y ial rgde)

(say, "We believe in it. All [of it] is from our Lord."
And no one will be reminded except those of

understanding.): to be continued in sha'a Allah.

27
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DIVINE NURTURING LESSONS
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The way and path of knowledge is different
from the path of worship. What a person
reaches with knowledge is different from
worship. That's why the similitude of the scholar
to the worshipper is like that of the moon to the
stars.

The knowledge is the Iinheritance of the

prophets and Allah (i «i=) €ven assigned

specific angels for the study circles unlike other
worships.

If our concern is Allah (s <t=) and what He

loves, then He will make all worries vanish and
He will take care of all other concerns. But if
anyone's concern is the duniya, fame or
anything else, then they will only have what

Allah ( s 4it=) has decreed for them.

28
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Our beauty is when we appreciate the beauty
of others, our goodness is when we appreciate
the goodness of others.

When we do not associate with Allah ( Jies 4itze)

and are humble and not arrogant in seeking
help from Him, then we will be guided.

Making dua for others is a great means of
purification. If we have anything against
anyone then we should make dua for them,
whether we are jealous of them, dislike them or
always show aggression to them.

Firmness does not mean we need to be rigid or
selfish. Firmness is to be soff, gentle and
compassionate while still being firm. It is not
possible to be both firm and harsh in the deen

because then we will lose all our connections.

MAY ALLAH KEEP US FIRM ON OUR FAITH AND FEELINGS.
AMEEN.

29
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