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AL MUHSIN

(The Most Excellent)

> People love to get good things in life, to
improve and get better. What motivates us to
excellence is not to compete with others or

with ourselves but because Allah (ki 4sle )

shows excellence to us in everything.
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NAME OF ALLAH AL MUHSIN
IN THE SUNNAH

o This name is mentioned in the sunnah.
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Verily Allah is Al Muhsin (the doer of excellence),
He loves excellence Thus, if you kill, kill in the
least painful manner you can; and when you
slaughter an animal, do it in the best possible
way; and any of you should sharpen his blade
so that the animal may be spared from the
suffering of the slaughtering.!

> Even sacrifice is with excellence and not with
harshness. The blade is sharpened so the

slaughter is quick, and the animal is given rest.

Even these minute matters are considered.

1 Sahih Aj Jam’ie 1824
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> We want to end matters with ihsan. May Allah

grant us a good end. Ameen.
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If you judge, be just and if you kill, in the best
way. For Allah is The Most Excellent, (He) loves

the good-doers?
o> The opposite of justice is injustice and the

opposite of ihsan (excellence) is ugliness. The

opposite of goodness (auslls) IS evil (awu).

- The names of Allah are (s.=). They are peak in

beauty and excellence. Nothing can be
added to make it greater, more beautiful or
more perfect. He is Al Muhsin so He has done

everything with perfection.

2 Sahih Aj Jamie’ 494
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> Wisdom is to begin and end right. Everything is
wrapped up right. It is not excellence to do

something and not complete it.

o Al Muhsin shows us ihsan through His blessings.

> Ihsan of Allah is general and special. General
ihsan is to all creation - good & evil, believer &
disbeliever. He causes them to exist and
brought them as human beings to this life.
They are not created as animals or anything

else but as human beings.
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Has there [not] come upon man a period of

time when he was not a thing [even]
mentioned?
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This human was nothing before. Allah (« sl
~l_3s) INitiated our creation, He made us with

no example before and everything is in the
best form. He proportioned us and every part

of our body is in its right position.

Shaikh As Saadi (may Allah have mercy on
him) said if we take one body part and
change its position then it will not be
excellence. Everything would not look good

and this is for every creation.
Allah (ks «sle ) Showed us ihsan in hidden

and apparent blessings. He has subjected

everything around us for us.

If the earth was not subjected to us, we could

not walk or survive in life.
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and perfected your forms and provided you
with good things. That is Allah , your Lord; then
blessed is Allah , Lord of the worlds.

This is your how our Rabb takes care of us.

Out of the ihsan of Allah, He made us as
human beings. He made us humans with
intellect, minds and the ability to express their

feelings.

We can use logic, reasoning and see the
Actions of Allah. Other creations cannot do

this. Allah ( St <) made humans who are

distinguished from the rest of the creation.
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His special ihsan is to those who believe, have

tagwa and obey Him.

What Allah (Sl <sle) Shows them is beyond
the duniya but about the akhriah (hereafter).
He guides them to the way of the truth.

He takes them out from darkness to light. He
makes their affairs easy and keeps them away
from difficulty. He keeps them away from
difficult people and places that can cause

affiliation in their faith and decisions.

Allah (Jwss sl=w) Makes ease easy for them.

He makes matters easy by teaching the

religion to them.
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Allah (Sl «si= ) did not place us in life and

leave us but He made us aware of Who He is,

His Names and His qualities.

For instance, when we are in a new schooal,
we feel scared of the new teacher because

we do not know them. Allah (Jgs vlew.) Makes

It clear for us Who He is. This is all from the
insan of Allah.

From His ihsan, He keeps us firm on the truth fill
the end.

The greatest ihsan is when Allah ( Sty 4 sle )

makes us believe in Him, to single Him out in
worship, to obey Him and always return to Him

in worshipping Him as if we see Him.



LOVE OF ALLAH AND HIS MESSENGER (&)

o From the ihsan of Allah is fo make us know
Him, know the messenger He sent and the

Book He sent to him.
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Allah has sent down the best statement: a
consistent Book wherein is reiteration.
> The Qur'an is beautiful in the way it is

presented to us. It is the most excellent in its
speech. We will not find a speech that is
clearer, more beautiful and lofty in ifs

meaning. It is endless in its beauty. Allah (Gl
i) showed us the best and most truthful
stories in the Qur'an. They are not made up.

o His decrees, commands and prohibitions are

all based on justice, favor and mercy.
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Then is it the judgement of [the fime of]
ignorance they desire¢ But who is better than
Allah in judgement for a people who are
certain [in faith].
> What can be better than the judgment of

Alloh?e He made us to be a part of this

ummah. He has legislated the best way for us.
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[And say, "Ours is] the religion of Allah . And who
is better than Allah in [ordaining] religione And
we are worshippers of Him.”

o Can there be anyone more excellent than

Allah (Juwss wl=) tO CcOver and coat us with the

color of Islam, of submission, peace and

tawheed to Allah and goodness to others?

11
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° From the ihsan of Allah is fo grant from our
children and spouses those who praise Allah,

worship Him and are grateful for His blessings.
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Jibreel (»Ldi4le) asked the Prophet (&), "What is

lhsan (i.e. perfection or Benevolence)?" The
Prophet (&) said, "Ihsan is to worship Allah as if

you see Him, and if you do not achieve this
state of devotion, then (take it for granted that)
Allah sees you.”3

> The second level is more about observing.
Seeing Allah is not with the eyes but with the
heart. It is to see His Actions, how He nurtures
us and to connect everything back to Him. It is

to not look at anything else.

3 Sahih al-Bukhari 4777
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> Even if an unexpected chocolate comes to
us, or someone sneezes, return to Him in
everything. This is so much ihsan and may

Allah (Jlis sl=w) help us to have ihsan.

> The more a person shows ihsan, the closer he
will be to the mercy of Allah so all goodness

comes to him and he is averted from all evil.

Sl e 2y Ll Eaad
Indeed, the mercy of Allah is near to the doers
of good.

> This person is constantly looking at the mercy

of Allah ( Iy +sl= ) and is Not distracted by

looking at himself or others. The recompense is

in line with the deed.

> The more a person shows ihsan, the more

insan of Allah comes to him.

13
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Is the reward for good [anything] but good?

The one who truly worships Allah (St 4 sl )

alone, will be good to the creafion. A person

cannot say he is worshipping Allah ( Sty aslecw)
alone and be bad to others.

If a person shows ihsan to Allah, then surely

Allah (s slee) Will make him show ihsan to
others and complete his ihsan.
If a person is worshipping Allah ( iy alew) YET is

bad to others then it shows there is something
lacking. There could be shirk which causes his

connection with people to not be right.

From the greatest ihsan of Allah is to show

much goodness to those who do bad. He still

14
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pardons and forgives when they sin. He opens
for them to return back to Him even though

they went far away from Him.

> When we see this ihsan of Allah, we want to

also show ihsan.

235 4Lid o Gl e (3 il
A Muslim is the one who avoids harming Muslims
with his tongue or his hands.4
> A Muslim shows goodness to those who show
evil. His goodness puts off the fire of any kind
of enmity, jealousy and transgression. The
more the enemies show evil, the more ihsan

he shows.
- The best example is that of the Prophet (#).

The people of Taif showed so much evil to

4 Sahih al-Bukhari 6484
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him, yet he showed ihsan to them. The
children also threw stones at him, making him
bleed, the foolish were told to throw stones at

him. As he was wiping away his blood, he
SAid, ‘Gealad ¥ afld Le3at a2l a0’ (O Allah, forgive
my people, for they do not know).

The Prophet (&) pardoned over his rights. He

did not take revenge even when the angels
came to him and said they could crush the

people between the mountains.
Instead the Prophet (#) asked for forgiveness

for them. They did bad to him and he made

dua for them - this is ihsan. May Allah (« stec .

Jlis) forgive anyone who harmed us.

16
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- The Prophet (#&) gave them excuses saying
they did not know. They did not know Allah
(Jass wlee) and His kindness.

- The Prophet (&) also showed so much

gentleness and kindness by saying ‘my
people’. If someone hurts us, we are quick to
disassociate ourselves from them. ‘My people’

shows us the kindness of the Prophet ().

- When a person wants Allah (, Jta_sg 4 sle ) TO

overlook what is between him and Allah (wle.
i), then he overlooks what the people do.
We overlook the shortcomings of others so

that Allah (Jlgy wlxw.) Overlook our mistakes.

o Allah (2l 4« sl=c ) NOT ONly forgives, but He

elevates and opens more to know Who He is.
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Indeed, Allah is with those who fear Him and
those who are doers of good.

> The accompaniment of Allah is with tagwa.
o Allah (Jbay wlxcw) IS above the seven heavens,

yet He is close to us by how He takes care of
us, how He loves us, brings support to us and

how He guides us.

18
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anyone can do this thsan by

saying a kind word, helping and giving.

this is not done by all except the
special ones. This is ihsan to those who show
harm and evil especially if it comes from those
who have a greater right from the near ones,

family and friends.
If he cuts him off, he goes to him.
If he wrongs him, he pardons him.

If he prevents him from something, he gives

him.
If he abandons him, he speaks good to him.

When he faces harm with ihsan, he atftains

much benefit in both worlds.

19
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And not equal are the good deed and the
bad. Repel [evil] by that [deed] which is better;
and thereupon the one whom between you
and him is enmity [will become] as though he
was a devoted friend.

> How can a person show ihsan in the face of

evile

SURAH FUSSILAT 35
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But none is granted it except those who are

patient, and none is granted it except one
having a great portion [of good].

> This person is submitting himself to Allah (4 see

Slais). T IS not easy because is in our nature to

not show good when shown evil. It is difficult

20
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for us to forgive and show kindness to those

who harm. Only belief can help us do this.
lhsan is to worship Allah (Jkis vl=c) QS if We see
Him. This is not easy.

The peak of ihsan is not fo those who show

good to us, but to those who show bad to us.

lhsan is the greatest level of religion. Islam
involves the apparent pillars- from prayer,
fasting, zakat and hqj. Iman (faith) are the

hidden pillars about belief in Allah ( Sy 4slew)

and all the pillars of faith. Whereas ihsan is to
make excellent both the apparent and the
hidden.

lhsan to excel in one’s prayer, fasting, hajj and

other rituals. It is also o have ihsan in our belief

in Allah (S35 « sl=c ). TO have ihsan in one’s

21
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belief in the angels is to do good even if no
one is around. lhsan in belief in the Book is to
take it as the Word of Allah and notf think
something else will guide better. hsan in belief

in the Prophet (&) is to take his way as the

best way and to take him as an example. Also
to also have ihsan in the belief in the Last Day

and in the decree - the good and bad of it.

lhsan enters every part of life. A person does
good for the Face of Allah. The level goes
beyond being patient for victory or having
tagwa to get a way out but it is all about the

Face of Allah.

The one who depends on himself and carries

out his affairs in his own way, Allah (s aslecw)

will let him go forward. But he will not be able

to see Allah (S «sl=.) and he will only see

22
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himself. When a person returns back to Allah

(Jlags wlew), Then Allah ( Jlss wlec.) Will show him

more of Who He is.
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For them who have done good is the best
[reward] and extra. No darkness will cover their
faces, nor humiliation. Those are companions of
Paradise; they will abide therein eternally
> In the duniya, the more ihsan a person does,

the more Allah ( Jgy lec..) Will sShow him more

of His beauty, majesty, greatness and wisdom.

Everything becomes a beautiful picture.

,m&¢mg\dw\34@ J\M\a_u_u Tl a
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O Allah, I ask You for the sweetness of looking
upon Your Face and a longing to encounter
You in a manner which does not entail a
calamity which will bring about harm, nor a trial
which will cause deviation.s

SUPPLICATION TO BE GUIDED TO THE BEST
DEEDS AND MANNERS
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O Allah, guide me to the best of deeds and the
best of manners, for none can guide to the best
of them but You. And protect me from bad
deeds and bad manners, for none can protect
against them but You.é

SUPPLICATION FOR IHSAAN
S 0 G e s ¥ 3lan b Clomol @ LY il dily c3las L
"elisle cpug (2] SChg 2SS e @:.T o 1985 8o
The Messenger of Allah (elus e <l LLs) held my
hand and said, "O Mu'adh, By Allah, | love you

5 An-Nasa'i No# 1305, 1306

6 Sunan an-Nasa'i 896
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and advise you not to miss supplicating after
every Salat (prayer) saying: 'Allahumma a'inni
‘ala dhikrika wa shukrika, wa husni
badatika,’ (O Allah, help me remember You,
expressing gratitude to You and worship You in
the best manner)”.”

> We cannot see ihsan in big matters if we

cannot see ihsan in small matters.

MAY ALLAH HELP US LIVE WITH IHSAN. AMEEN.

7 Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and An- Nasa'i , Book 1, Hadith 384
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