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INTRODUCTION
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Allah Al Fattaah (The Opener) grants victory by
giving us true victory and that is by going back

to (s=s) —to What is solid and clear. We all want

openings with truth because there can be false
openings, for example, an opening fto
innovation in the religion is not truth.

Allah (Jwis slew) grants us insight to see the truth

and falsehood as it is. Insight is not a sixth sense

or just feelings, but based on what is real from
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the Qur'an and Sunnah. May Allah (Jis 4ilee)

grant us to see truth as truth and to see

falsehood as falsehood.

LIVE WITH ALLAH AL '"ALEEM -
THE ALL-KNOWING

o Previously we mentioned how by following the

commands of Allah (Jwsy «lew), it Will conceadl

our weakness and strengthen us. And by
turning away from the commands of Allah

(Jss wlees), i will only further reveal our

weakness.

o Another important matter that is (=) — solid -

Is ikhlaas and itiba’, being sincere to Allah

(Jss wlze) and following the Sunnah of the

Prophet (g).
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SURAH AL BAYYINAH
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Those who disbelieved among the People of
the Scripture and the polytheists were not to be
parted [from misbelief] unftil there came to them

clear evidence -
2
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A Messenger from Allah, reciting purified
scriptures

Within which are correct writings.
4
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Nor did those who were given the Scripture
become divided until after there had come to

them clear evidence.
5
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And they were not commanded except to
worship Allah, [being] sincere to Him in religion,
inclining to truth, and to establish prayer and to
give zakah. And that is the correct religion.
6
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Indeed, they who disbelieved among the
People of the Scripture and the polytheists will
be in the fire of Hell, abiding eternally therein.
Those are the worst of creatures.
/
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Indeed, they who have believed and done

righteous deeds - those are the best of

creqatures.
8
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Their reward with Allah will be gardens of
perpetual residence beneath which rivers flow,
wherein they will abide forever, Allah being
pleased with them and they with Him. That is for
whoever has feared his Lord.

- After Surah Al Qadr and the decrees comes
Surah Al Bayyinah, when matters are clear.

- Before clarification, everyone appears the
same, but separation between good and bad,
believer and disbeliever is after the Qur'an is

revealed, the Prophet (#) is sent and the
decree comes from Allah (Jls «lzw), and that

is opening.

When Allah (Jwis slees) brings clarity, do we

|O

want to accept or reject the nurturinge Do we

want to believe in Allah (Jlss alew) Or disbelieve

in HiM?@
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When the bayyinah comes, it is not to separate
the people, but an opening to see who is on
the truth and who is on falsehood.

We need a messenger who recites a purified
and divine book. And then it will show who wiill
follow the bayyinah and who will not.

No one will force us and no one will choose for

us, but we must choose. Allah (g wlews) Wil

not force us, but He will bring ayat and
reminders. The moment we respect Him, we will
take everything as nurturing from Him.

Everything that comes to us is for us.
SURAH AL FURQAN 73
Bliae Lo Lale 193 o oy Ty 1935 15) G

And those who, when reminded of the verses of
their Lord, do not fall upon them deaf and blind.
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The One Who is above us will not force us, but
we need to consider Him. For example, Allah

(Jss sz IS The MoOSt Rich, but we need to give

Him His rights, and we need to follow the

Prophet (&) by considering him.

For example, we should call our mother and be
considerate of this, unlike being told by her,
“callme”, and then we will do it, but by force.
We want Allah Al Fattaah to open for us truth
from falsehood and to open more truth for us
so we can have more insight. We should never
feel disconnected from the nurturing of Allah

(Jlass dilss)
We need Allah 4y «lzw) O Open for us deeds

with the right intention. We will never go wrong

when we go to the foundation.
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For example, when we innovate in the religion,
we will say, “what’s wrong to read this surah at
this time, what's wrong to fast on this day,
what's wrong to give charity on this day”, and
when there is anything wrong, the shaitan will
make it appear nice and appealing.

And with Quraish, they had 360 idols and they
would follow their forefathers, and now they

have the Messenger of Allah (&) to follow. This

does not appear appealing, but this is when a
person has to be truthful.

A believer will go through ftrials in order to be
purified. And because it is pure, the purity
needs to be maintained, otherwise we will not
benefit from it. For example, zakat needs to be

paid for pure gold, but no zakat on false
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jewelry. May Allah (Jlss slew) always purify us.

Ameen.

lkhlaas and ‘itibaa’ are essential, simple and

|O

this is what will strengthen us. It cannot be that
we overcome weakness with shirk and it
cannot be that we overcome weakness by
following different techniques, lifestyles and
schools of thought. But when we are sincere to

Allah (Jwss «l=e) and follow the Prophet (&)

then that will strengthen us.

NAME OF ALLAH AL '"ALEEM IN SURAH AN NISAA

- We will not know the truth if we are not doing

wrong, and Allah (Jtss slew) is The All-Knower to

correct us.
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The Prophet (&) said women are like vessels,

and if they are straightened then they will
break, so it is important to show mercy.
Previously we mentioned those who are stingy
and do not give. And another extreme are
people who give and spend, but there is no
sincerity, it is only to show off.

We can go straight fo deeds without intentions.

SURAH AN NISAA 38
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And [also] those who spend of their wealth to

be seen by the people and believe not in Allah
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nor in the Last Day. And he to whom Satan is a
companion - then evil is he as a companion.

Someone may overcome himself to give and

speak, so then he goes from holding back to

11
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giving, but for people. And this shows the
weakness of people.

Everyone likes to be praised, but instead of
seeking it from people, we should seek it from

Allah (Juss «lec). AN TO seek praise from Allah
(Jlass ailzecw) IS Q WOTIShIp.

If our deeds are not based on faith then it is not
accepted, but people love their deeds and
the praise they get from it.

It cannot be that we perform deeds for the

people and then believe in Allah (Jis aile).

That's why those who perform deeds to get the
praise of people or perform deeds so that
others do not dispraise them will not be
accepted.

Anyone who performs deeds for the people will

come on the Day of Judgement and will ask

12
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for his reward, but he will be told to search for
the people whom he sought their praise, and
let him get his reward from there. And each will
turn from the other on that Day.

- Anyone who gives without belief is from the

steps of the shaitan. So the shaitan will be his
friend, supporting him in riyaa (showing-off).
However, anyone doing ikhlaas and is pure,
then the shaitan is not his friend. He will be

unable to overcome him.

SURAH AL HIJR 39 TO 40

39
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[Iblees] said, "My Lord, because You have put
me in error, | will surely make [disobedience]
attractive to them on earth, and | will mislead

them all
40
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Except, among them, Your chosen servants.”

o Ikhlaas keeps us away from the shaitan. And if
the shaitan befriends us, will he not deceive us
and make us believe that we are doing is righte

- When we are praised, we need to remember
to struggle against ourselves and be sincere

that we want to do it for Allah ( Jtasg wilzee).
RIYAA — SHOWING-OFF

- Riyaa means a person wants to show-off his
good deeds to others or he will adorn his deeds
so that others will praise him for it, even if they
do not praise him.

- Riyaa is also to perform good deeds so that
one is not dispraised. For example, someone
might ask, “did you fast six days of Shawwale”,
and so a person may do it only to not be

dispraised by others.

14
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- At the same time, it does not mean we stop
performing good deeds, but to renew our

intention so that it is sincere for Allah ( Jtasg ailec).

SURAH AN NISAA 142
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Indeed, the hypocrites [think o] deceive Allah,
but He is deceiving them. And when they stand
for prayer, they stand lazily, showing

[themselves to] the people and not
remembering Allah except a little,

- The Prophet (#) said the matter he feared most
for us was minor shirk and that is riyaa.

THE PROPHET (#) FEARED MOST THAT WE
WOULD FALL INTO MINOR SHIRK

Al Jgdy Ll 3anal) &80 (e LB L Logai &)
QS Gl I 194231 e dlaely Lolidl (55 13) Al 39
£y padie gazd da l9,laild (Laddl § G als.
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The Messenger of Allah (&) said: “The thing |

fear most for you is the lesser shirk (polytheism),
showing-off (of good deeds). Allah will say on
the Day of Judgement, “recompense the
people according to their deeds, go to the
people whom you sought praise from, and see
if you find any reward from them.”!

- People cannot reward us, so we want the
praise from Allah Al Homeed — He is The Most
Praiseworthy. And when He praises us, it is truth,
and when He dispraises, it is truth. Allah Al
Hameed will praise whoever deserves praise.

When people praise us for our good deeds, it

|O

can make us arrogant and proud if we do not

conftrol it. But when Allah (Jtsg wslew) praises us,

He will give us, enrich us and make us happy,

and this is protection for us.

1 Sahih At Targheeb 32, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih

16
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When people praise us, it is just a temporary

moment, but praise from Allah (Jtasg alew) IS frue

and wholesome.

The first people who will be judged on the Day
of Judgement and will be thrown in the fire is a
martyr who said, “l fought for Your sake”, and
Allah will say, “you are a liar, you fought to be
called brave by the people”, and it was said.
Then he will be thrown into the fire.

Then another will come who sought
knowledge and taught the Qur'an for Allah,
but Allah will say, “liar, you did it to be called
knowledgeable, scholar”, and it was said, then
he will be thrown into the fire.

The third is someone who had a great amount
of money who said, "l spent it for Allah”, but

Allah will say, “liar, you did it to be called

17



“'VE WITH ALLAH AL "ALEEM

generous’” and it was said, and then he will be

thrown into the fire.

THE FIRST TO BE THROWN INTO THE FIRE
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| heard the Messenger of Allah (#)) say: The first

of people for whom judgment will be passed on
the Day of Resurrection are three. A man who
was martyred. He will be brought and Allah will
remind him of His blessings and he will
acknowledge them. He will say: What did you
do with them<¢ He will say: | fought for Your sake
until | was martyred. He will say: You are lying.
You fought so that it would be said that so-and-
so is brave, and it was said. Then He will order
that he be dragged on his face and thrown into
the Fire. And (the second will be) a man who
acquired knowledge and taught others,and
read Qur'an. He will be brought, and Allah will
remind him of His blessings, and he will
acknowledge them. He will say: What did you
do with them?2 He will say: | acquired
knowledge and taught others, and read the
Qur'an for Your sake. He will say: You are lying.
You acquired knowledge so that it would be
said that you were a scholar; and you read
Qur'an so that it would be said that you were @
reciter, and it was said. Then He will order that
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he be dragged on his face and thrown into the
Fire. And (the third will be) a man whom Allah
made rich and gave him all kinds of wealth. He
will be brought and Allah will remind him of His
blessings, and he will acknowledge them. he wiill
say: What did you do with them<e He will say: |
did not leave any way that You like wealth to
be spent - Abu 'Abdur-Rahman (An-Nasa'i) said:
| did not understand "what You like" as | wanted
to [1] - "but | spent it." He will say: "You are lying.
You spent it so that it would be said that he was
generous, and it was said." Then he will order
that he be dragged on his face and thrown into
the Fire."

- And this shows people can seek praise for
spending, knowledge, to be devoted or
appearing pious.

- Riyaa is minor shirk, but it is a major sin. The soul
of the religion is ikhlaas — we do not want to
perform deeds for reputation, position, duniya

or praise.

2 Sunan an-Nasa'i 3137

20
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SURAH AN NISAA 39
53 L 19l 3 5801 321y Ul 193al 3 pele 1303
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And what [harm would come] upon them if
they believed in Allah and the Last Day and
spent out of what Allah provided for them?¢ And
Allah is ever, about them, Knowing.

o SO Allah (Jlss alees) SQYS, “What's wrong if you

believe?”. To go to shirk and riyaa is difficult
because a person tries so hard to impress the

people, but Allah (Jws slew) Will accept the
little we do with ikhlaas.
INTENTIONS ARE BASED ON DEEDS
Sl 3]s Jodi iy e 4l o il Jgdy Eiaeia
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| heard Allah's Messenger (&) saying, "The
reward of deeds depends upon the intentions

and every person will get the reward according

©
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to what he has infended.3
And to believe in the Last Day because that is

when we will truly be rewarded. So we spend

from what Allah (Jss «lew) has granted us. And
Allah (Jwis alew) IS The All-Knower of our

intentions, what we seek and our struggles.
Praise of the people is not a measure because
the messengers were speaking the best and
people dispraised them.

The nurturing for riyaa is people will take him
out so he may be purified since he is always

seeking to place himself in the picture.

3 Sahih al-Bukhari 1

22
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ALLAH IS IN NO NEED TO BE JOINED WITH
PARTNERS

oo syl A2T Gl Jlas il JB " :Jgdy pluws dels
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The Messenger of Allah (&) said, "Almighty Allah

says, ' am the One Who is most free from want

of partners. He who does a thing for the sake of

someone else beside Me, | discard him and his
polytheism.."

o If a person wants praise from the people and

praise from Allah (Jis «lee), then Allah ( alec
Jis) will leave that partnership because He is
The Most Rich. Allah (Jsy =) deals with us

exclusively and in a customized way, and then

4 Riyadh As Saliheen, Muslim, Book 17, Hadith 106
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we go and join Him with everyone else?

Subhan Allah. It is unjust.

ALLAH AL GHANIY ( &&))) — THE MOST RICH

- Knowing Allah Al Ghaniy — The Most Rich —
makes us want to seek praise from Him. Our
worships and deeds are good for us, it does not

benefit Allah (Jss slew). If we are not doing

deeds with ikhlaas then He will take the deeds
of those who want to be pure for Him. He will
take the deeds of those who want to be
enriched by Him, and not the deeds of those
who want to be enriched by shirk.

- The one with tawheed will be enriched by Allah

(Jss slee) QlONe. Those who want praise from

people are lacking in tfawheed.

24
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- The praise and dispraise of people will not add
or decrease the value of the sincere one.
People are not a measure because they praise
you one day and dispraise you another.

o Allah (Jsg wilees) IS The Most Rich and nothing

can enrich us more than tawheed and more

than (¥ a1 %). Shirk does not enrich, it only

makes us crave more and it changes us our
thinking.
SURAH AL IKHLAAS
el e ] o
]
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Say, "He is Allah, [who is] One,
2
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Allah, the Eternal Refuge.
3
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SPSPNRIEN
He neither begets nor is born,
4
S 1368 4 oK 15
Nor is there to Him any equivalent.”
o Surah Al lkhlaas is equivalent to a third of the

Qur'an because a third of it is about the Names

of Allah (Jwis slee), another third is about the

commands and another third is about the
creation.

o The Names of Allah (Jsy wl=w) in Surah Al

lkhlaas grant us ikhlaas. He is Allah, Al Ahad, As

Samad.
ALLAH AL AHAD (.\.>SH) — THE ONE AND ONLY

- He is Al Ahad — The One and Only One; He is
unique in His qualities. He is Al Ahad and He

prevents anyone from being with Him.

26
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ALLAH AS SAMAD (4esall) — THE MOST SOLID

- Allah As Samad is The Most Solid, there are no
gaps or disconnections in His qualities. He does
not need food, drink or praise. Whether people
believe or do not believe in Him, it does not
affect Him. Unlike ourselves who are not solid;
we are hollow and we can quickly get
affected.

o Allah (Jwis sl=es) can handle everyone asking

Him, unlike ourselves who cannoft

accommodate all.
PROTECTION FROM SHIRK
¥ WL Ehaniids ol Bl g ol 1,21 1 dldgel il Rl

oL
Alldhumma inni a udhu bika an ushrika bika wa
and a lam, wa astaghfiruka lima 1a a'lam.
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O Allah, | seek refuge in You lest | associate
anything with You knowingly, and | seek Your
forgiveness for what | know not.?

SURAH AN NISAA 41 TO 42
4] }
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So how [will it be] when We bring from every
nation a withess and we bring you, [O
Muhammad] against these [people] as a

withess?e
42
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That Day, those who disbelieved and disobeyed

the Messenger will wish they could be covered

by the earth. And they will not conceal from
Allah a [single] statement.

- The Prophet (g&) will be withess over us on the

Day of Judgement, so the filter for the deeds is

5 Sahihut-Targhib wat- Tarhib 1/19
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to follow the Prophet (#&). Those who did not
follow the Prophet (g) will wish to be levelled

like the ground on the Day of Judgement.
- So the conditions for accepted deeds are:
1. Pure and sincere to Allah

2. Following the Prophet (&)

- And these are the essentials we need to return
to. We have fo ask ourselves, are we

performing our deeds sincerely for Allah ( alew

Jlss) and are we following the Prophet (&)<

SUPPLICATION TO SEE THE TRUTH AS
TRUTH

Lid31s Mol oLl Bylg dell Lidsylg Lim goell byl ol
L |

Allahumma arinal hagga haggaw warzugnat
tiba’ah, wa arinal bafila batilaw warzugnaqj
tinabah

29
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O Allah! show us the truth as true, and grant us
to follow it. Show us falsehood as falsehood,
and grant us to abstain from if.

MAY ALLAH GRANT US SINCERITY AND MAKE US FOLLOW

30
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RELATED RESOURCES

SINCERITY IS THE WAY TO SALVATION

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

LISTEN TO THE CLASS — FOR WOMEN

“'VE WITH ALLAH AL "ALEEM

https://vimeopro.com/markazalsalam/live-with-allah-al-aleem

TO REQUEST ACCESS TO THE RECORDING:
https://markazalsalam.com/recordings-notes

CLASS NOTES FOR WOMEN AND MEN

FOR STUDENTS OF KNOWLEDGE, TEACHERS AND DA'EES IN ENGLISH

https://t.me/markazalsalampublicationsENG

FOR STUDENTS OF KNOWLEDGE, TEACHERS AND DA'EES IN ARABIC

https://t.me/markazalsalampublicationsAR

FOR CHILDREN CLASS NOTES

https://t.me/dropletsofdew

FOR BEGINNERS TO ISLAM
https://t.me/truthfulentry
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