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Overview of Al Salam Islamic Center

A non-profit Islamic Center under the supervision of the Department of
Islamic Affairs and Charitable Activities in the Emirate of Dubai.

Al Salam is One of the Names of the Most Beautiful Names of Allah. He is
The Giver of Peace, His Religion is Islam, His Greeting is Peace so that we
may live in peace and enter Paradise — the Home of Peace.

Our vision: And Allah invites to the Home of Peace (Paradise)

Our mission: To strive, by the permission of Allah, the spreading of peace
globally by knowing Allah and loving Him, to be a good, Islamic example
that is beneficial to others, and to build an Islamic platform which serves
the Noble Qur'an and the Prophetic Sunnah.

Our values: peace, truthfulness, love, excellence

Our goals:

1. To define to the people their goal in life and that is by knowing Allah and
loving Him in order to reach peace

2. To conduct faith-based classes, academic lectures and nurturing
programs about the Most Beautiful Names of Allah for all age groups,
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and to learn how to live with Allah, the Book of Allah and the Way of His
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)

. To instill Islamic manners and praiseworthy qualities through the Most
Beautiful Names of Allah and pondering the Noble Qur'an

. To produce books, curriculums and publications related to knowledge
about Allah and the Book of Allah, displayed in an easy and simple
manner for the student and teacher

. To build a digital platform which serves the Noble Qur'an and the
Prophetic Sunnah by providing easy access of knowledge to all age
groups and in different languages

. To spread the religion of Islam and its feachings in an easy and loving
way to the people through social media and in different languages
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What is the concept behind the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing
Program?

e The concept of the program is to extract nurturing from the Noble
Qur'an and Sunnah. Like the good ftree, its roots are faith, its branches
are knowledge and its fruits are good manners.

e The program aims to connect the individual with the Noble Qur'an and
Prophetic Sunnah so that it becomes a way of life for her by placing a
strong foundation and instilling Islamic values to build a confident and
active society.
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What are the goals of the program?

1.

o

To freat internal issues and problems which individuals face in their life
through pondering the Qur'an and learning the Prophetic Sunnah.

To develop the talents of individuals and help them discover themselves
and their noble goalin life by connecting them to Allah, and placing the
love of Allah in their hearts.

To protect them from changes and challenges which they face
externally, and from extremist views by showing them the tolerance of
Islam and its balanced beliefs.

To provide an attractive, distinctive, and safe environment.

To use modern and innovative methods in nurturing and teaching.

. To create a positive, enjoyable and comfortable environment.
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Overview of the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing Program
(Young Ponderer):

Al Salam Islamic Center offers a unique and distinguished program called
the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing Program. It is a program that aims to
connect the new generation to the Noble Qur'an and Prophetic Sunnah
so that it becomes a way of life for them.
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Age groups:
Girls aged six and older. The goal is to place a strong foundation of Islamic

values so the girl may grow and bloom to become a good and confident
woman who serves her household, society and religion.
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Program objectives:

Nurturing confident, balanced and effective role models that serves their
society, country, and religion.

1. Extracting the idea of the program from the Noble Qur'an, like the good
tree, its roots are faith, its branches are knowledge and its fruits are good
manners.
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2. Providing an attractive, distinctive and secure environment.

3. Use of innovative, modern means in nurturing and teaching.

4. Creating a positive and fun atmosphere to place and instilling the value
of tolerance between girls.

5. Instill Islamic manners in the new generation.

6. Bring forth an air of affinity and connection between the youth.

7. Plant the importance of family bonding through activities which support
this value.

8. Develop the girls’ talents and help them discover themselves and their
noble goal in life by connecting them to Allah, and placing the love of
Allah in their hearts.

9. Treat internal issues and problems which girls face in their life through
pondering the Qur'an and learning the Prophetic Sunnah.

10. To protect them from changes and challenges which they face

externally, and from extremist views by showing them the tolerance of
Islam and its balanced beliefs.
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‘The Good Tree’ (dulbJl 3 y=idl)
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See you not how Allah sets forth a parable? A goodly word as a goodly free,
whose root is firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky (i.e. very high).
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Giving its fruit at all times, by the Leave of its Lord, and Allah sets forth parables for
mankind in order that they may remember. — Surah Ibrahim 24-25
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‘The Good Tree’ (dudbJl b >idl)
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It was narrated that Jundub bin 'Abdullah said: We were
with the Prophet () and we were strong youths, so we
learned faith before we learned Qur'an. Then we
learned Qur'an and our faith increased there.

Sunan Ibn Majah Book 1, Hadith 64

Learned Faith (a3l Lv.oI.?.’i)

Learned Qur'an (aij.gjl L..o.'i'.s.?)

Faith increased ( Glasl a5 G33518)

*
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Good deeds (alall Jos=l) Good manners (EJ] )
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‘The Good Tree’ (dwlall 8 y=idl)

* Observation

(db>slo)

e Tafsir

(EPPYY)

eTaddabur
(325)

Iman (ylesl)

Before starting anything, the foundatfion needs to be correct.
Through this program, we hope to interact with the Qur'an from a
‘faith’ perspective by learning the names of Allah mentioned in the
Surah, Pillars of Faith, commands, characteristics of the people, and
to live by the ayat being learned. This includes observing, tafseer and
Tadabbur.

Qur'an (olsa)l)

After learning, understanding and pondering over the ayat, the
student becomes more proficient in reciting and memorizing the
ayat. The goalis to have the ayat imprinted in the heart and not the
mind.

Manners (ols31)

The result of a correct foundation of belief (roots) that's acted upon
(frunk and branches) will result in beautiful manners and values
(fruits). The ‘fruits’ of the tree is what will be shown and tasted by
others. Throughout this program, manners and values will be
emphasized. And any types of ‘insects’ that can spoil the fruits are
highlighted as well in order to keep the good tree intact.

e Manners
(wlsl)

*Tajweed *Values

*»

(33925) (ps9)

* Memorize ¢ Purification
(ba>) (dsS;35)

Trunk & Branches




Observation (db>skJl)

*Theme of Surah

e Connection between
beginning and end of
Surah

* Word repetition

Tafsir (suewas)

* Tafsir As Sa'ady
* Meaning of words

Tadabbur (s45)

* Names of Allah

e Pillars of Faith

e Commands &
Prohibitions

* Stories

* Promises and
Warnings

* How to act on what's

learned (good deeds,
dua, manners)
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Recite (3450)

e Listen and recite
* Improve makharij

Tajweed (s3923)

* Emphasize important
tajweed rules in the
Surah

Memorize (La>)

* Memorize the ayat
after learning about
them

18




Manners (ols3l)

e Good manners mentioned
in the surah

Values (p4ill)

* Morals mentioned in
the Surah

Manners

Purification (d.S;JI)

e Bad manners and
morals mentioned in
the surah in order to
avoid them

19




ally Sladeoll Olge>os
Teacher and
Classroom Guidelines

L N )
20




Olalzall Olgsss

Teacher Guidelines
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Our goal is Allah’s pleasure and His paradise.

(liske g xSig @83 le Licl ngll)
O Allah help us to remember You, be grateful to You and worship
You in excellence (with ihsaan).

Hadith: ( eSS gl oIS " :JB pluws agde dll Gho il o Logie dlll sy soc o9l s
SIS 095 L3 Cuas e el Blsally i Jal e gly J2slls (gls ssalls e e Jokuro

"aisey e Josuuo SIS (gly)

(Ibn 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with them) reported: The Prophet () aid, "All of
you are guardians and are responsible for your subjects. The ruler is a guardian of
his subjects, the man is a guardian of his family, the woman is a guardian and is
responsible for her husband's house and his offspring; and so all of you are
guardians and are responsible for your subjects.")

— Riyadh As Saliheen, Al Bukhari & Muslim, Book 1, Hadith 283

3835 ol ldssd .leghiog Sslalzas U Cug sill delbll Olgsl alacl (o diysg dl e slsall aylss
o)l Call maio glily Jlses dlll Ly 8% oz Lzsan Ldsn alss Lo JS e oralnn Ll
Aiedly Shall gLl onmg
Allah has opened a great door of worship to teach children. As a teacher
we are accountable for what we teach the children and our goal is to
teach what is pleasing to Allah which is according to the Qur'an and the
Sunnah.
agkizis dll e s l2all 35m ol8 3 £335 LS v 5 e Blol Wlely diysg alll e plall

Loaghiziy (3331 poully Juoylly cuiSly dSdlally lagls) lagdl OlSsls ol dag
Teaching about Allah, His religion and the unseen are a great amanah. It is
important to teach the children to both love and magnify Allah, and to
magnify the pillars of faith such as the angels, books, messengers, Last Day
and decree.

al=il Gybg s3lao pladiwl sic dodSy dlll pubisi pg})
When using teaching resources and methodes, it is important to
maintain the magnification of Allah and His Words, The Qur’'an.

21




(pelasll U5 dagall 1903l cso):

Matters to Consider before Teaching:

s Al &l paniwl

Renew the intention and make the heart present that it's being done for
Allah.

Al o &gi0llg 333l il @

Hope for the reward from Allah. i
Hadith: (3 3031 Jie 331 50 & G5B 538 JI €3 55 " JB pluwss age alll o &I Jouis5 S
Ui Gayodl bo U5 G425 d29)

(Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (£) as saying: He who called (people)
to righteousness, there would be reward (assured) for him like the rewards of

those who adhered to it, without their rewards being diminished in any respect.
- Sahih Muslim 2674

Al e Gudoil bl e
Ask Allah for the tawfeeg and success in what you're doing.
el adllp S35 e il 3] aeddS s
And my guidance cannot come except from Allah, in Him | frust and unto
Him | repent (Surah Hud 88)

wilewsd) @15 g (rai ¥ i) oo dRslgio wilitlb go Ysle 4S8 bapaxll G5 J25 o
2Bolls diSudly Jazis

Adorn yourself with praiseworthy morals such as being fair with the
students, humble, patient, gentle, do not get angry, and be franquil.

Adaoglly Golsdlly BN g Jamlly Gaualls LIS dudall @uill Goyel o
Plant important concepts such as honesty, truthfulness, being fair, good
morals, sharing, and moderation in everything.

3161Sallys dacudly cleslly of Glel pandls clitlly cLodls Sie daghall dalsIly elodlS j3e o

Make your voice clear, do no scream at the children, and adorn your
words with praise at times, or make dua for them, smile and reward them
when good.

ol caaliiil Lisy s il ey Jib Lales oegel sl lell Juidiwd L)l 5 @

Prepare the student to receive the knowledge by ensuring all are quiet
and by making them aware this is ‘Qur'an time’ for example.
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Matters to Consider while Teaching:

3ol ol Jahll (5583 ' @Sl> Ul Jaball Joiy 131 sia Ly oy il cabloall Jol dlll clowl Geba o

Al e by

Names of Allah are to be enforced through situations they go through
by reminding them to ask Allah. For example, if a child says, ‘I'm hungry’.
Tell them, ‘ask Allah first to give you food’.

Aol P dygudl 515 o
Always repeat the surah that has been taught to the children throughout
the day.

ISl dgio clezdl sic all saxlls Olyilly pleblly exdl sic Al g Job e sleall genis o

‘iadl adb
Encourage children to always say ‘Bism Allah’ (alll ewn) before eating

and drinking. To eat and drink with their right hand. To say ‘Alhamdulilah’
(aJ saxJl) after eating and drinking.

o298 3 daol 583 sie @l dale dlll Jlo Ll S slall Lle sleall g5 o
Encourage children to say (¥) after the Prophet’'s name is mentioned.

o)y salunall dblie sic (65189 dll dasyg @Sule astull) asluwdl dsi Lo pamenis o

s dlll @S> Jsy
Encourage children to say ‘Assalam alaykum’ (eSle a3lull) and ‘jazaka
Allah khair’ (s 4l Jlz>) to each other.

Encourage children to not speak when the Qur’'an is recited but fo listen
carefully.

380l dody Lo 1S5 lgiog O3 iw Ule pamunis @
Encourage children to repeat after the muedhin when adhaan is heard.
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W S
Avoid explaining attributes or actions of Allah with gestures. For example,
Allah has Hands and Eyes, do not show your hands or point to your eyes
as a way of explanation. It is important to tell the children ‘Allah has
Hands but it is not like ours, we cannot imagine how'. We cannot
imagine how Allah looks, Exalted is He. It's important to push away these
thoughts and say (sl olasidl o dlly 3s<l) and (all asiwl). These thoughts

are from the shaitan.

el & olall STy dlil clocol plssiwl pdiedl prc o o
Avoid using the names of Allah or the ayat of the Qur'an or the angels
or prophets as a coloring activity since this shows lack of magnification.

s9aall oo dll 533 paguaill o sy dde dll o Ll 351 o
Avoid using images of humans, animals and objects with facial features
as drawing activities. Use of the real images is permissible. The one who
draws or sculpts images with facial features will be told on the Day of
Judgment to bring them to life and he will be unable to. Only Allah is The
Creator.
Ologysgd ol youo (Sl panius dg Loads C)uu ol e olagdl S8y @
Avoid books or showing cartoons which show images of the prophets,
angels or the Last Day. This will disturb their belief in the unseen when
they see it as an image. As a teacher, you can tell them about these
matters verbally.

Jezias ol cow 3 sl JSo clisdly Giwgall @
Avoid music and sing along activities

Aol sl 33631 cpo SLidl Jund @
When children take naps, ensure girls sleep on one side and boys on
another side.

glotwdl o dend meiwn ¥ Jobll oIS I3l s Jem plall sie JbYl slilso

Al ol iims g s J=ay >l ool padiians 3
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When a child listens then reward them by saying ‘good job, well done,
or sticker’. When a child doesn’t listen then encourage them to listen
and not put them down. Do not use Allah’'s name or the Prophet’s to
make the children do or not so something, such as ‘Allah will love you
when you eat your food’, ‘Allah does not like those who don't listen’. The
name of Allah is to be magnified and not used to make the children
listen to you.

Jbil W9|y94mca.‘,.u2 )
Photography or recording of the children is not allowed.

May Allah guide us to what He loves and is pleased with. Ameen.
ol umdizgs uny lo I Lissgy of dlll Jlss
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Classroom Rules

| 1. Respect, respect, respect. Respect
the teacher, respect the students,

RESPECT

respect the property.

2. Studenis are not allowed to
photograph or record the teacher or
other students.

3. Please come regularly.

4. No seat reservation is allowed for
yourself or another student.

5. No talking while the teacher is
speaking.

6. Students should raise their hands
and wait to be called on before
speaking.

XX
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Lessons Overview
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Lesson Topics
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Infroduction (desss]l)

Note to Teacher: Allow the students to write down the information in their
notebook. Write on the board in a very simple way. What's in the manual is
explanation for the teacher, but do not write everything for the students.

Name of Surah: g8l 836

Order in the Qur'an: 109t Surah. There are 114 surahs in the
entire Qur'an.
Number of ayat: 6 ayat

Revealed in: Makkah

Note to Teacher: Explain to the students that surahs were revealed upon the
Prophet (¥8) either while he was in Makkah or Medina. Tell them the
difference between a Makkan and Medinian surah. Makkan surahs revolve
around establishing the faith (pillars of faith) / inner actions, while
Medininan surahs revolve around rules, regulations, halal/haram / outer
actions.

Name of Surah is mentioned : Once in the first ayah.

22 /,C,,
(OFSTF=N{[ELH"
Meaning of (:4,91sJ1): The word ‘kafara’ means ‘to hide’ - to

disbelieve in the pillars of faith.

Theme of the Surah: Freedom from shirk

30




What is special about this Surah?

The disbelievers, out of theirignorance, invited the Messenger
of Allah (¥) to worship their idols for one year and they would
then worship Allah for one year. This is the reason behind the
revelation of this surah where Allah commands His

Messenger (£) to free himself completely from their religion.

Virtues of Surah Al Kaafiroon:

1. The Prophet (¥) used to recite this surah in the sunnah of
the Fajr and Maghrib salah, and similarly in the two units
after tawaf behind Magaam Ibrahim and in the final
rak’ah before the witr.

L5140 5h U8} 5 {59301 A1 1 15} 201 G5 § 58 polans el bl oo bl ey 0
The messenger of Allah (£) used to recite in the two rak’ahs of the Fajr,
“Say O you disbelievers” and “Say He is Allah the one”.!

2. It is equal to one-fourth of the Qur’'an.

"ol y Juas "5 301 L G B "y o Tyal Euls Juas A5 Al 3h 15"
“Say He is Allah the one” equals one third of the Qur'an, and “Say O
you disbelievers” equals one fourth of the Qur'an.2
3. Freedom from shirk

"yl Cy Belys Lekd clalie e & 93301 LA G B 1,31
“Recite ‘Say o you disbelievers’ before you go sleep, for indeed itis a
freedom from shirk.”3

! Narrated by Abu Hurairah, Sahih Muslim, 726.
2 Narrated by Abdullah bin Abbas Sahih Targheeb, 1477, Graded Sahih Al Albani.
3 Narrated by Anas bin Malik, Sahih Al Jami’, 1161, Graded sahih by Al Albani.
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Observation (db>MaJl)

Note to Teacher: Allow the students to listen to the surah at least three times
and ask them to look out for the names of Allah.

@5.):\*’-;3\; i:.f—i?@ 6_,;.:’; ’]'\'@’t‘jﬁ
% P Bl = ’z'_,, ,1.'/’ . S
@?Mﬂ.@o‘;\&_,@_f\:p\bo)iép;g\ 5

- g

Names of Allah:

There are no names of Allah mentioned in this Surah.

Note to Teacher: Explain to the students that the names of Allah mentioned
within the Surah help us to understand the Surah better. It is also important
to point out the actions of Allah in the Surah. It should be clarified that Allah’s
actions are not like those of His creations and Allah is not in any way similar
to any of His creation.
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Other repeated words which have the same root:

Repeated Words Root Word Ayah number
s 3
s
O9le 2

« We see that the word “2=1” , “cs2e” and the other related
words “0sas” and “aias”, are all derived from the word
“sad)”. This indicates that the surah is speaking about

“saud)” — worship, to have sincerity in it, and to free the

worship from any shirk.
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Tafsir (sewsz)l)

Word Meaning
(’Jé Say (O Muhammad (peace and blessings

of Allah be upon them) to these Mushrikun
and Kafirun)

Ak o

YY) Al-Kafirun (disbelievers in Allah, in His

Oneness, in His Angels, in His Books, in His
Messengers, in the Day of Resurrection,
and in Al-Qadar, etc.)!

« Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions about this ayah:
Allah commands to say, declare and announce to the

disbelievers.

L N )
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Tadabbur (ssa2)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« The Qur'an is the speech of Allah, and He ordered His
Prophet () to read it upon others.

» Verily, Allah does not love disbelief, and He does not love
the people of disbelief.

« The Prophet (¥£) used to do all that Allah commanded him.

« The way of disbelief is one even if they are many

(disbelievers) in numbers and differ in their religions.

How do we act on the ayah?

 We should always do what we have been commanded by
Allah, just as the Prophet (¥) used to do everything that
Allah commanded him.

« We should hope from Allah alone to keep us away from
disbelief and its people.

« We should fear from falling into disbelief; thus, it is upon us
to acquire knowledge about it in order to stay away from
it.

« This surah was revealed in order to refute the disbelievers
after they suggested and put forward a plan to the Prophet
(¥) to worship their idols for a year, and in return they will

worship Allah for a year. This teaches us that we need to
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reject the ideas of those who follow falsehood and want us
also to leave the truth.

For example, if your friend comes and tells you, “l know
that you love to pray in congregation, but since we have a
party in the school today, | want all of us to be together. So,
can you please delay Salat Adh-Dhuhr until we finish the
party? | promise you that we will pray in congregation later
with you.” We should be wary of these suggestions that are
not based upon the truth, but upon following one’s desires.
Another instance can be where your friend might tell you,
"Tomorrow is the graduation ceremony, and since we are
getting dressed at the salon, let’s not wear our hijab. | know
there are male teachers and students, but it is our last day
after all, we can wear it later after the party.” All these
suggestions are out of one’s desires, so beware of following
them. The truth is always truth and falsehood will always

remain falsehood.
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DISBELIEF

What is disbelief?
It is the opposite of faith. The two types of disbelief are:
1. Major disbelief:
o Disbelief in the pillars of faith.
2. Minor disbelief:

o For example, denying the blessings of Allah; Allah is the
One Who provides us everything - health, money, a safe
and secure house to live in, but we deny, and say, “l do
not have clothes from so and so brand,” or say, “My
bedroom is not as big as my friend’s,” and so forth. All
this is from denying His blessings which come under
minor disbelief.

Another example is when we are sick, and the doctor

|O

writes a prescription for us; we thank the doctor but

forget to thank Allah Ash Shaafi Who actually cures us.

How do | prevent myself from disbelief (kufr)?
We should make du’a to Allah asking Him to protect us from
disbelief.

" yaally paSIH e tly Sae il A"

“O Allah | seek refuge in you from disbelief and poverty”4

4 Sahih An Nisa’ee, 5480, Graded Sahih by Al Albani
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FAITH

What is faith?

It is affirmation in the heart and actions on the limbs.

Pillars of faith:

Belief in Allah

1.

©

|O

|O

|O

Belief in the Existence of Allah — We believe that Allah is
present, and He is above the heavens, He rose over His
throne in a manner that suits His majesty.

Belief in the Lordship of Allah - We believe in the actions
of Allah; He is the only One Who created us, provides for
us, and disposes our affairs. He sent us messengers, and
He is the only One Who will gather us on the Day of
Judgement.

Belief in the Divinity of Allah - All our worships should be
sincerely for Allah alone. When we pray, it should be for
Allah, when we fast it should be for Allah, and we should
not put our trust in anyone else besides Allah.

Belief in the Names of Allah and His Atiributes - We
believe the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah. We
believe that Allah’s names are the most beautiful and

perfect, and we also believe that all His attributes are
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high and lofty. There is no one who can be similar to
Allah, in His names or His attributes. From the names of
Allah are Allah, Ar Rabb, Ar Rahman, Al Hayy, Al
Qayyum. And from His attributes are: Eyes of Allah, Shin
of Allah, Mercy of Allah, Hands of Allah.

. Belief in His Angels:

We believe the angels are the slaves of Allah.

|O

Allah has named them and given them defined jobs.

|O

Allah created them from light.

|O

They have wings.

|O

They worship Allah alone and do not disobey Him in any

|O

matter.
o They supplicate for the believers.
o The greatest of them is Jibril (3l 4de) and he is

responsible for the revelation. He has 600 wings.

. Belief in His Books:

o We believe in all the divine books that Allah sent down,
but we only follow the “Qur'an Al Kareem”.

o The Qur'an is the speech of Allah, and we worship Him
by reciting it and acting upon it.

o The Qur'anis not a creation; Allah revealed it upon Jibril,

and lJibril revealed it upon the Prophet (£).
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4. Belief in His Messengers:

©

|O

|O

|O

We believe in all the messengers, and Allah is the One
Who sent them to mankind.

The message of all the messengers was, “There is no god
who deserves to be worshipped except Allah”.

There are many prophets and messengers, and the most
important are the five who are called the - “Messengers
who possess determination”. They are: Muhammad (%),
Ibrahim (a3l 4de), Musa (p3d) 43ie), Nuh (a3l 432), and
‘Eisa (pdd) 43le),

We believe in all the messengers and we love them, but
we follow the way of the last messenger who is the best

among them - “Muhammad ()"

5. Belief in the Last Day:

©

©

We believe that Allah will gather us on the Day of
Judgement for account.

We believe that believers will go to paradise, and the
disbelievers will go to the hellfire. And Allah knows who
a believer is and who a disbeliever is. We cannot judge

this matter about others.
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. Belief in the Decree, the good and evil of it:

We believe that Allah knew everything that will happen.

|O

We believe that Allah has written every decree in the

|O

Preserved Tablet, fifty thousand years before the
creation of the heavens and the earth.

We believe that Allah wills for the decree to occur upon

|O

its time.

We believe that Allah creates the means for the decree

|O

to take place at the time of its occurrence. (All of the

above are the stages of the decree).
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MANNERS AND FRUITS
llc}éajlll 9 llacl > & "ll

“Courage/Bravery” and “Cowardice’

JAll (o el 92T (o] agl
odl (o el 3219

Praiseworthy Character - Courage/Bravery

Definition:

Firmness of the heart during difficulties

Encouragement for courage/ bravery:

1. It is one of the means for opening of the chest.

2. The possessor of this character receives dignity.

3. This character makes a person to think good of Allah.

4. It keeps the person firm.

Examples of courage/bravery:
o Courage of Prophet (£):
81 349 pliag il duf o ol Joy 3585 s 505 33 LTy ST U6 4 il (o (e (2

Loy Jid 33 Gl Gl e 185 3001 )
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It was narrated that ‘Ali (4= & 2)) said: | remember the day of Badr,
when we were seeking shelter with the Messenger of Allah (¥) and he
was the closest of us to the enemy and the most courageous of the
people on that day.5

o, &
- - a -

Ay« gulid) 33315 bl Giun T plaag e dll o bl Sy G JIB. die il (. il (52
38 e sy dale bl o {0l pALEES 5 Giso |yaas 2T 40,01 T £33 185 I Ll
asle bl Lo il sy 06 3 " 1558 3 sk A1 " U3 daice SR 347 ik Al Y

ol 5. 5 s s
Narrated Anas: Allah's Messenger (£) was the (most handsome), most
generous and the bravest of all the people. Once the people of Medina
got frightened having heard an uproar at night. So, the Prophet (¥) met
the people while he was riding an unsaddled horse belonging to Abu
Talha and carrying his sword (slung over his shoulder). He said (to them),

"Don't get scared, don't get scared.” Then he added, "l found it (i.e the
horse) very fast."

Regarding courage:

1. We should not follow the desires of the people, but follow

what Allah loves and what He commanded His

messenger ().

2. We should acknowledge our mistakes and not justify
with excuses.

3. We should not keep quiet when seeing any injustice. If
we are unable to change it, then we should inform the
matter to someone who has the authority to stop that

injustice.

5 Musnad Ahmad 654
¢ Sahih Al-Bukhari 3040
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Dispraised Character - Cowardice

Definition:

Weakness in the heart

Why is it dispraised?

1. It leads to humiliation of one’s self and poor living.
2. The person lacks firmness and patience.

3. It is one of the means for laziness.

4. The person with this character thinks bad of Allah.

Examples of the above characteristics in our daily lives:

o A believer should be courageous, he should fear nothing
but Allah. Also, he should not be afraid of the blame of the
people especially when he performs those actions that
Allah loves. He should prefer the pleasure of Allah over the
people.

o Example 1: If you are in the exam hall, and one of the
bullies in class asks you to show him the answers so he
could cheat from you, do you show him the answers
because you fear him? Are you afraid that you will be
blamed after the test if you refuse? Are you afraid of being
ridiculed in front of the class? A mistake is a mistake even
if it is done by all people; you must stand for the truth and

should not be afraid from the blame of the people. The
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Prophet (££) prevented us from cheating, and he said: “He
who cheats from us is not among us.”?

We should remember the hadith of the Prophet (£) and fear
Allah; He is watching us even before the teacher or anyone
else. Be brave and do not get deceived by the bully and
have faith that if you stand for the truth then Allah will
protect you from him and his harm.

Example 2: You see a group of girls hurting others by their
behavior and photographing them while they are crying.
You do not support them in their evil actions, but are you
being brave by remaining silent about their mistake? No.
You should not be afraid of them, instead advise them not
to do so, and if you are unable to do so, then inform
someone who is responsible about their actions.

Example 3: If a group of children bully you daily at school,
what do you do? Do you fear them and give in to their
abuse, or avoid going to school giving excuses, and stay
alone as you are afraid of them?

The right course of action would be to first remove their fear
from your heart, and be brave, then inform your parents or
the teacher about the matter, but do not remain silent on
that, because silence will help them to continue their

misbehavior and they may bully others too.

7 Narrator Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, Sahih Targheeb, 1768, Hasan Sahih by Al Albani
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Teacher’s Notes
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Qur’'an Recitation (3431)
Tajweed (ss=l)

Memorization (La=Jl)

Stretch
4 counts
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewsz)l)

s Osr L ARG
Word Meaning
Y not
Y | worship
& that
O guas which you worship

Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions:

(1 do not worship that which you worship!) - | disown that
which you worship instead of Allah, both inwardly and

outwardly.

Tadabbur (ssa2)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

» Freeing yourself from worshipping anyone other than Allah
is explained in this ayah.

» To free our heart and limbs from worshipping anyone rather
than Allah as the worship is not correct if it is not directed

to Allah alone.
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» Worship is humiliation for Allah alone.
(Love + Magnification = Worship).

o The disbelievers mix between the truth and the falsehood.
They are scattered with the worship of many gods. Some of
them worship the righteous, some worship the angels,
some worship the idols, and in doing so, all of them are

following their desires.

How do we act on the ayah?

« When we free ourselves from the worship of anyone rather
than Allah, then we will be able to follow the Qur'an and
the Sunnah. For example, your friend sends you a message
containing some remembrances and supplications. At the
end of it, the message reads: Send this to ten people, or
else something suspicious will happen to you. What do you
do? Ask yourself, “Does anyone other than Allah know the
unseen? Is this following the Sunnah of the Prophet (££)?”

« If you received a message claiming that reading the
names of Allah 10 times a day would make you enter
paradise, would you do it? You must make sure that the
news and information you receive is authentic, and that it
is from the Qur'an or the Sunnah. Do not start any deed

before you are sure about its authenticity.
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Worship of the heart is only for Allah; for example, love,
fear, hope and so forth.

Worship of the limbs are also for Allah; for example, prayer,
fasting, hajj and so forth.

The believer is truthful, clear in himself and with others. He
does not hide hypocrisy, nor does he follow his desires or
the desires of others, rather he chooses the truth and never
inclines to falsehood.

For example, your friends may like to go to gatherings that
Allah does not like. Do you follow their whims and leave
Allah’s pleasure? If you are a true believer, you will not do
that.

The believer does not humiliate himself in front of anyone
other than Allah. He treats the people with excellence and
helps them with their needs. He speaks to them in a very
good manner and is balanced with them. Humiliation and
humbleness are from the worships of the heart and it is
incorrect to direct them to anyone rather than Allah.
Humiliation tires the soul. For example, you love your
teacher a lot, and you always work hard to make her
happy. You bring presents for her, beautify your
handwriting for her, and even submit your work before the

deadline, yet she does not consider you as her favorite
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student, why does this happen? Because you directed an
act of worship that is only worthy for Allah, which is
humbleness, humiliation and being low, in order to seek
your teacher’s pleasure. People do not know what is in our
hearts; we must do good to them from the outside and

know that our hearts only belong to Allah.
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WORSHIP

Definition:

1. Itis a collective name for everything that Allah loves and is
pleased with.

2. It involves humiliation and submission to Him.

3. Love + Magnification = Worship.

4. Worship is the purpose of our creation.

Why did Allah create us?

Allah created us in order to worship Him alone and not to
associate any partners with Him. And He sent the messengers
for this great purpose. He said: “And | did not create the Jinn

and mankind except to worship me.”8

Pillars of worship:
1. Love
2. Hope

3. Fear

Types of worship and its examples:

1. Worship of the limbs - This includes prayer, fasting, haqjj,

zakat, smiling and so forth.

8 Surah Adh Dhariyaat: 56
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2. Worship of the tongue - This includes remembrance,

recitation of the Qur’'an, the good word and so forth.

3. Worship _of the heart - This includes love, fear, hope,

magnification and so forth.

What are the conditions of worship?
1. Sincerity: to do the deed only for the sake of Allah.
2. Following the Sunnah of the Prophet (£).

How do | worship my Rabb?
1. By seeking help from Allah:

il A5 duad SI6)
To you alone we worship, and to you alone we seek help.?

2. By following the Prophet (£):

frple Eaadl il bole
Path of those whom you bestowed your favors.10

9 Surah Al Fatiha: 5
10 Surah Al Fatiha: 7
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MANNERS AND FRUITS
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“Truthfulness” and “Lying
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Praiseworthy Character - Truthfulness

Definition:
It is the news of something of its reality, and it is the opposite
of falsehood. Truthfulness negates falsehood and it is from the

conditions of (4 ¥ 4 Y),

Encouragement to be truthful:

1. “As Saadiq” and “Al Mu’'min” are from the names of Allah,
and Allah loves to see the impacts of His names upon his
slave.

2. Verily, truthfulness leads to righteousness and

righteousness leads to paradise.
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3. Truthfulness makes the people be among As-Siddeeqeen
(the truthful ones) and win the highest level of paradise.

4. Truthfulness brings peace to the heart.

Examples of truthfulness:

o Truthfulness of Abu Bakr (4is & &a)):
Abu Bakr As-Siddiq (4= & ) was the companion of the
Prophet (¥)) and he also accompanied him in the cave. He
was called As-Siddiq for his belief in the Prophet (£8). On the
authority of Aisha (4= & a)) she said, “When the Prophet
(¥2) was taken to Al-Agsa Mosque, people talked about
that; there were people who apostatized after they
believed in him. Some of the polytheists went to Abu Bakr
(4= & ) and said to him, “Do you have to say anything
to your friend who claims that he travelled in a night’s time
to Jerusalem and returned before the morning?” He (Abu
Bakr) said, “Did he say that”? They said, “Yes”. He (Abu
Bakr) said, “If he said that, then he said the truth.” They said,
“Do you believe him that he went to Jerusalem in the night,
and returned before the morning?” He said, “Yes, and | do
believe him regarding what is farther than that. | believe
the news of heaven he brings, whether in the space of a
morning or in that of an evening journey.” For this reason,

he was called Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq (4 4 &).
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Dispraised Character - Lying

Definition:
It is to inform something that is opposite to what it is, whether

intentionally or unintentionally.

Evil effects of lying:

1.1t is from the characteristics of the disbelievers and
hypocrites.

2. It is from the major sins.

3. Allah promised helifire for the liars.

4. The liars will never be successful.

Why do people lie?

1. One may lie because he fears the consequences of his
wrongdoing.

2. He may lie to boast about something that is not with him.

3. He may lie to make people admire him.

4. He may also lie regarding someone as he hates the person,
and he does not want any good for him.

5. He may lie in order to pursue his desires, while truthfulness

is not based upon desires.
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Examples of lying and truthfulness in our daily lives:

©

|O

Example 1: You are spending a lot of time playing games
with your friends on the iPad, your mum takes it away from
you when your exams start. You wait for your mum to go
out and then get your iPad and start playing again with
your friends. When your mum returns, she asks whether you
have finished studying. What do you tell her? Do you feel
guilty about disobeying her and tell her the truth or lie to
her for fear of punishment? Remember that you have
already made a mistake in taking the device without her
permission, and now if you try to cover it up by lying, your
mistake will be greater, because lying is a great sin. The
right thing to do is to admit your mistake and tell her the
truth.

Example 2: You see a new girl in your class who is more
beautiful and smarter than you, and you do not want to
befriend her for the fear of the ill-feelings that you are
hiding within yourself. One day she comes to you with a
project that you have completed before her and asks you,
"What do you think of it?" Her project was very beautiful
and innovative, so what do you tell her? Will you tell the
truth and praise her efforts? Or you lie and find faults in her

project in order to discourage her and make her sad.
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Remember a Muslim does not hate another Muslim, if you
do not like any character in them, look for another
character that you like, and remind yourself about it.
Example 3: During an online class, when the teacher is
teaching and expecting you to concenirate, you
conveniently sleep during the lesson, as the camera is
switched off. Is this being truthful? You must remember that
Allah sees you even if the teacher cannot and we must fear
Allah the most.

L N )
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Qur’'an Recitation (3431)
Tajweed (ss=l)

Memorization (La=Jl)

Med (1»)

Stretch
4 counts
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszdl)

}}ob"’// }../T" -
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Word Meaning

p.%.»] }?3 Nor will you

O ji\.:sl.b worship

l’Lci s which | worship

o Sheikh As-Sa’'di mentions:
(Nor do you worship that which | worship) because you
lack sincerity to Allah in worship. Your worship of Allah is

mixed with polytheism and cannot be called “worship”.

Tadabbur (ssa2)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

» Sincerity is from the conditions of worship, and without its
presence, it cannot be termed as “worship”.

« Sincerity is one of the conditions of 4 ¥ 4} ¥.

o Allah loves those who are sincere.

« The shaitan will not be able to deviate the sincere people.
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» The deeds of the sincere people are accepted, only if they
follow the Sunnah of the Prophet (£). Thus, any worship
should be based upon the legislation of the Prophet (£).

« Shirk is the most dangerous sin; it nullifies the worship, and
the worship that is coupled with shirk is not accepted.

« We believe in the Prophet (£), that his message and the
religion is the most perfect, that he informed us about the
message, fulfilled the trust, and advised the nation to the
best of his ability.

o The ones who follow falsehood, it becomes their character
and description which is not easy to change except for the

ones whom Allah has mercy on them.

How do we act on the ayah?

- Before we do any deed, we should ask ourselves - “For
whom are we doing this action?”. And if the answer is for
the sake of Allah, then this is sincerity (Ikhlas). If not, then
we must return and correct ourselves and purify our
intentions. This should be done throughout the course of
action until it is completed.

» If we feel the shaitan whispering to us when we are doing
any righteous deed, then we must seek refuge in Allah from

the shaitan and his whisperings. For example, when you
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begin to recite the Qur'an, you want the reward from Allah,
but the shaitan comes and whispers to you, “What a
beautiful voice you have and what perfect
pronunciation!”. This makes you raise your voice a little, so
that the teacher can listen to you, and you are chosen for
the Tajweed competition. This is where the shaitan made
you slip and fall into shirk, as you sought the pleasure of
someone else other than Allah, thereby spoiling your
sincerity. It is important to purify our intention for Allah.

Or for example, you open an account on social media in
order to spread the supplications from the Qur'an and
Sunnah. But you choose not to display your real name iniit.
After a while, the followers increased. Your friend comes to
know that it's you who is behind this. And he tells you, “Look
at the number of followers you have for this account! Why
don’t you display your name and become famous and
gain some money from it?”. Beware of this test, as it is your
sincerity that is at risk.

A sincere believer only follows the Sunnah of the Prophet
().

For example, you know that the recitation of Surah Yaseen
has a reward like any other surah, as it is from the Qur’'an.

But if someone tells you to recite it 10 times every morning
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for seeking provision, then this is not mentioned in the
Sunnah of the Prophet (£)). Therefore, it is upon us to stay
away from such actions that are not worship but rather they
are sins.

We should learn the Sunnah of the Prophet (¥)), and read
his Seerah, and read the hadiths.

The more we know about the Prophet (), the more love

we will have for him.

L N )
66




SHIRK

Definition:

Shirk is worshipping anyone other than Allah.

Dangers of Shirk:
Verily, Allah does not forgive shirk if one does not repent while

alive.

Types of Shirk:
1. Shirk Ar Ruboobiyyah:

o Shirk in the actions of Allah: It is when one believes there
is a lord other than Allah, who created him, provides for
him, cures him, protects him, guides him, and attributes
to him all those actions that only belong to Allah.

2. Shirk Al Uloohiyyah:

o Shirk in the actions of the slave: It is when one calls upon
anyone else other than Allah or prays to anyone other
than Him or trusts anyone other than Him or directs any
form of worship to anyone other than Him.

3. Shirk in the Names of Allah and His Attributes:

o To make something or someone equal to Allah in His

names or attributes or describe Him with some attributes

of His creation.
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o For example, to believe that anyone other than Allah
knows the unseen, or to make Allah equal to anyone

from the creation. Glory be to Allah from all the above.

What should one do not to fall in shirk?
Supplicate to Allah and ask for His protection from it.

SleTY 0 daai iy Aled Gl ab ol &1 ol 352 it 2
“O Allah, | seek refuge in You lest | associate anything with You knowingly,
and | seek Your forgiveness for what | know not.”!

' Narrator: Abu Bakr As Siddeeq, Sahih Al Jami'e, 3731, Graded: Sahih Al Albani
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BELIEF IN THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD (%)

His name and lineage:

Muhammad bin Abdullah bin Abdul Mutallib bin Hashim, and
Hashim was from the tribe of the Quraysh, and Quraysh from
the Arabs, and Arabs were from the children of Ismail bin
Ibrahim Al Khaleel, peace be upon him, and upon our

Prophet, the best of the blessings and peace.

His age and his prophethood:

He lived for 63 years, 40 years before the prophethood, and
13 years after becoming a prophet and a messenger. He
became a Prophet with (Surah Al Alaq) and became a
Messenger with Surah Al Muddathir.

His country and his migration:

He was born in Makkah, and he migrated to Medinah.

His message:
Allah sent him to warn against Shirk and call the people to

Tawheed.

His religion:
He died but the religion remained. There is no goodness
except that it guides the people towards it, and there is no

evil except that it warns the people against it.
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Obligatory upon us is:
1. To believe in him.

2. To love him more than ourselves.

"ol ¥1 3 (313 e S (r " :(85) bl Jgan; JL5
The Messenger of Allah (£) said: “Whoever possesses the following three
qualities will have the sweetness (delight) of faith....”12

And one of the qualities mentioned in the hadith is to love

Allah and His Messenger (££) more than anything else.

3. To send blessings upon him.

Lok 15105 4l 5l 15347 G 12T G g1 o &gl 280005 b &)
Allah sends His Salat (Graces, Blessings, Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet
(Muhammad £) and also His angels too (ask Allah to bless and forgive
him). O you who believe! Send your Salat on (ask Allah to bless) him
(Muhammad %), and (you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic
way of greeting (salutation i.e. AsSalamu 'Alaikum).13

"olidas yde die Tas g e aele &l o Bty Lo o oo :(85) il Sy LB
The Messenger of Allah () said: “Whoever sends blessings upon me
once, Allah will send blessings upon him 10 times, and remove 10 errors
from him.”14

4. To follow him and make him our role model.

T3 2015835 5591 25215 4l 523 B8 L i Sl il Jgly § 40 (8 28
Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad £) you have a good
example to follow for him who hopes in (the Meeting with) Allah and the
Last Day and remembers Allah much.15

2 Sahih al-Bukhari 16

3 Surah Al Ahzaab: 56

4 Sahih al Adab Al Mufrad, 499
5 Surah Al Ahzaab: 21
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“Determination” and “Laziness”
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Praiseworthy Character - Determination

Definition:

To direct the heart and its purpose to the side of truth.

Encouragement to be determined:

1. Allah instructed His slaves to come forth to do good deeds
and hasten to join the ties of kinship.

2. ltis from the characteristics of the prophets and the people
who possessed determination.

3. The upper hand is always better than the lower hand.

4. It is from the characteristics of the believers.
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Examples of determination:

o Determination of the Prophet (£):

pal o sl i sloud yladts g Jell (0 pgdy o€ (88) e Sl (Les P @a)) adile e
1395 e GoSTIT 1 JL8 § 1515 Lag elisd oo putds Lo el ya2 U8y catll Jgmay s 1

'‘Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) reported: The Prophet () kept

standing (in prayer) so long that the skin of his feet would crack. | asked

him: "Why do you do this, while you have been forgiven of your former and
latter sins?" He said, "Should | not be a grateful slave of Allah?"1é

Dispraised Character - Laziness

Definition:
To feel burdened from something which is not befitting (for

anyone) to feel burdened (by it).

Dispraise of this character:

1. Laziness is from the characteristics of the hypocrites.

2. It makes one to delay in moving forward and seeking the
pleasure of Allah.

3. The slave also postpones and delays many acts of worship

that can bring him closer to Allah.

Remedy for laziness:

Supplicate to Allah and ask for His protection from: it.

" Jaukly Al e el 3gel I pell”
“O Allah, verily | seek refuge in you from the disability and from the
laziness.”?

¢ Sahih Al Bukhari 4836
7 Sahih al Bukhari, 2823
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Why do people feel lazy?

People feel lazy and lethargic because of many reasons:

1.
2,
3.

When they indulge in overeating.
When they have a love for relaxation.
When they depend on someone else, and believe that

they do not have to work for their livelihood.

. When they stay awake until late night, making them slow

and sluggish in the morning.

. When they postpone or delay matters saying, “We can get

it done tomorrow or some other time”.

Examples of the above characters in our daily lives:

©

Example 1: It is the first day of the month of Ramadan. As
soon as you break your fast, you eat and drink so much
that you are unable to even stand for the Maghrib salah.
And then you fall asleep and miss your Taraweeh prayers;
also, you are so full that you are not able to recite even a
page from the Qur'an. The month of Ramadan is the month
of obedience and racing forward to do good deeds. You
must be determined and learn to control your eating habits
or else you will be deprived of all the goodness of the

month.
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o Example 2: The final exams are approaching soon. You
have a week off to study for the exams. But you tend to
relax and enjoy thinking you have time and that you will
study two days before the exams. This is from laziness. It is
upon you to work hard during the study leave and not

procrastinate.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an

will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in

ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewsz)l)

Word Meaning

Lle G Y5 | And I shall not worship

PS..\.L:. & that which you are worshipping.

Tadabbur (ssa2))

So what do we learn from the ayah?
» The believer is always sure about his position.
« The believer is always strong and faithful to Allah and all his

worship is directed towards Him.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We must repeat the ayat that are being recited during the
recitation; indeed, it increases the person’s reward, his
understanding, his faith, his khushoo’, the feelings for the
ayat, as well as love for the Qur’'an.

o We must believe that trust in Allah comes with an increase
in faith.

« We as believers should honor our religion and should not

blind follow other religions.
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« For example, you see some girls who feel honored by the
family and fribes they belong to and look down upon
others who do not have the same lineage and origin. All of
this is from ignorance, and this is not a matter to feel
honored. But know that honor is with Allah alone, His
messenger and the believers.

« Another example is you see a group of famous students in
school who are wearing necklaces with strange symbols,
and this impresses you. You think it's fashionable, but find
out the symbols have pagan meanings. You want to blindly
follow them, but before this ask yourself, “Is this what Allah

and His Messenger love?”

L N )
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STRONG BELIEVER

Lo e Gays I 55 08 G - chuniall a3l Ga bl J) E5T555 Losall bl 1(85) bl Jgmay JI8
1305 45 (,ST5 (1385 138 GIS Edad 3T o JATMS (2o Sl3lial (g i Wg iy fyaielp (Sladis
"olaidll ok gl 1 HL (Jad 2L Lo
Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger
of Allah () said: “A believer who is strong (and healthy) is better and dearer
to Allah than the weak believer, but there is goodness in both of them. Be
keen on what benefits you and seek help from Allah, and do not give up. If
anything afflicts you do not say, ‘If | had done such and such things, such
and such would have happened.’ But say, ‘Allah decrees and what He wills
He does,’ for (the utterance) ‘If | had’ provides an opening for the deeds of
the devil.”18
Virtues of a strong believer:
1. He is better than the weak believer.

2. He is beloved to Allah.

Description of a strong believer:

1. He is firm in his obedience to Allah due to the strength and
sturdiness of his body. He increases in more good deeds,
makes his standings long in the prayer, increases in fasting,
and performing haijj.

2. He is highly determined and has the willpower to change
the evil, be patient upon the harms of the enemies, bear
the hardships and disliked things for the sake of Allah.

18- Sahih Muslim, 2664, Graded: Sahih
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3. He increases in charity and goodness when Allah provides
him with wealth, and he is self-sufficient making him less
inclined towards seeking the worldly matters, and the
greed to gather things from it.

4. He increases in seeking help from Allah.

5. He increases in submitting to the commands of Allah and
His decree and is pleased with whatever Allah has

decreed for him.

How to be a strong believer?
« We should learn about Allah, His names, attributes, and
actions, and experience it in our lives.

o Pondering over the names of Allah in our lives: For
example, when we see our own creation and everything
around us, we must remember that Allah is Al Khaliq, the
One Who created us and created everything else, He is
Al Musawwir, the One Who fashioned us, and He is Al
Jameel the One Who created everything beautiful.

Pondering over the attributes of Allah in our lives: For

|O

example, when we see the mercy of a mother towards
her children, we must remember the One Who put this
mercy in her heart. This includes the animals and how

much mercy they have for their little ones. When we
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81




reflect upon the generosity of a father towards his
children, and that nothing stops him from spending on
them, this should remind us about the One Who actually
provides this generosity. We must think and reflect on the
generosity of Allah, the One Who gives the entire
universe, including the believers and the disbelievers,
animals and the objects.

Pondering upon the actions of Allah in our lives: For

|O

example, when we look at the sky, we need to ask
ourselves, “Who makes the sunrise and set every day?”
“Who sends down the rain and gives life to the dead land
by making it green and lively again?”’ Also, we must
reflect, “Who provides for the child in the stomach of the
mother while no one can reach him?” “Who taught the
human to build his house, and cook his food, and protect

himself from many dangers?”

 We must know the pillars of faith.
 We must reflect upon the universe.

o« We must ponder upon the Qur’'an.
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“Honor” and “Imitating and Following”
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Praiseworthy Character: Honor

Definition:

Honor is the opposite of humiliation.

Encouragement to have honor:

1. From the names of Allah is Al ‘Azeez, o Whom belongs the
might and honor. And Allah loves to see the impacts of His
names upon His slave.

2. The honor is for Allah, the messenger and the believers.

3. The honor is by the religion and not by the worldly matters

or positions.
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4. Whoever likes to be honorable in this life and the hereafter

then it is upon him to obey Allah.

Role Models of honor:

o Honor of Umar bin Al Khattab (4is & &)
From Tariq bin Shihaab, he said, “Umar bin al Khattab left
for Sham, and Abu ‘Ubaidah Bin Al Jarrah, was with us. They
came upon a ford (water fording site). Umar who was upon
his camel, got down from it, removed his slippers and put
them upon his shoulders. And he took the reins of his camel
and embarked with it into the ford. Upon this Abu ‘Ubaida
said, “O commander of the believers, you are doing this,
taking your slippers and putting them over your shoulders,
and taking the reins of your camel and embarking with it
into the ford? What makes me happy is that people of this
country give you the honor. Umar said to him, “O Abaa
‘Ubaidah no one has said this other than you - and you
made it as an example for the nation of Muhammad, we
were the most disgraced of people. Allah then gave us
honor through Islam. If we ever seek honour in something
besides that through which Allah has honored us (i.e. if we
seek honor in the ways of the disbelievers), Allah will

disgrace us.”
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Dispraised Character - Imitating and Following

Dispraise of this character:

1. It is from the characteristics of the disbelievers that they
follow their forefathers without any evidence.

2. The ones followed will free themselves from their followers
on the Day of Judgement.

3. Imitating and following without any evidence can lead to
magnifying a person which can lead to shirk.

4. It is not from the characteristics of the believer to blindly
follow anyone, except that he follows the religion of Allah
and the Sunnah of the messenger with evidence and

insight.

Reasons for imitating and following:

1. To nurture and upbring a child by imitating the way of
others.

2. To be in ignorance.

3. To exalt someone and magnify them.

4. To follow one’s desires.

L N )
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Examples of imitating and depending upon others from our

daily lives:

o Example 1: You follow a celebrity on the social media who
posts about his lifestyle and his family. So, you start to like
his way of life, his dressing sense, his haircut and so forth.
You see him as a role model, and you desire to be like him
in the future. So, you start to imitate him in everything. But
have you reflected about his actions? Are they actions
loved by Allah? Is he doing any good deeds that lead to
paradise and safety from the hellfire?

Example 2: You receive a message saying if you read

|O

Surah Yusuf you will become beautiful. Do you follow the
message in ignorance? Or will you question the
authenticity of its source whether it is from the Qur'an, or
from the authentic hadith? It is upon you to confirm and not
follow others, and whatever they say without knowledge.

Example 3: You love doing makeup and anything related

|O

to beautification, and you follow a lot of famous people on
social media channels. You might get a thought, "l love this
field and | want to become famous like the rest, so why not
open an account without informing my mother and post
my pictures with makeup? People will see my photos and

then even | will become rich and famous." Wait, do not
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follow the mistakes of others, just because they go with
your desires. Before imitating anyone, think about Allah
and that you have to meet Him on the Last Day, and you
will see yourself leaving evil and hastening to do good. So,
believing in Allah and the Last Day is what will reform us in
this life.

L N )
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an

will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in

ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Word Meaning

p.%.»] }?3 Nor will you

O ji\.:sl.b worship

l’Lci s that which | worship.

o Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions:
(Nor do you worship that which | worship) because you
lack sincerity to Allah in worship. Your worship of Allah is
mixed with polytheism and cannot be called “worship”.

» Repeating the declaration here signifies the first instance
as negating the action, while the second instance makes

it a continual legacy (for the future).

Tadabbur (ssa2)

So what do we learn from the ayah?
o This ayah is similar to ayah 3. We should believe that
anything repeated in the Qur'an is not without any purpose.

For sure, there is a reason (benefit) behind its repetition.
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» The ayat (I worship not that which you worship, Nor will you
worship that which | worship), these are the actions, and
the ayat (And | shall not worship that which you are
worshipping, Nor will you worship that which | worship),
these are the acceptance, meaning to say - | will never
accept anything other than my worship, and | shall not
accept what you worship, and you shall not accept what |

worship.

How do we act on the ayah?

» If there is a matter that is important then we should repeat
it, in order to get its benefit.

 We should repeat the recitation of the Qur'an until we feel
it in our hearts. The same goes with the Tafseer, we must
repeat it when we do not understand something.

« We need to be pleased with Allah as our Lord, Islam as our
religion, and Muhammad () as our Prophet.

« The believer is pleased with Allah, His decree and His
worship.

« We should please our parents. For example, if your father is
upset about something you are doing, leave it and do not
do it. On the other hand, if he likes that you talk to him daily
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and greet him, then do that in order to gain his pleasure.
By this you will gain the pleasure of Allah too.

You have been waiting to buy the latest PlayStation, but
when you reach the store, the one that you wanted is out
of stock, and it will be available only after three weeks. Will
this make you upset and angry? Will you blame your
mother for getting you so late to the toy store? Or will you
be content with the decree of Allah for you?

The one who is pleased with Allah, He is pleased with them.
For example, your mother stops you from visiting your
friend’s house as she fears for you. So, when you accept
her decision, you will see that Allah will surely open for you
another door that will bring you happiness. For example,
you meet up with your family and enjoy your time with
them. Then Allah will be pleased with you for the fact that

you were pleased with the decision of your mother.
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V ALUE OF BEING PLEASED

1. We do not please people by (at the cost of) Allah’s wrath.

Loy Guatdl (rag e pulid] @isa il 8LaS . ol Jadeuwy il Uy Gl (3 ™ 2(#5) ll Jgay JU3
", obidl J) all 405 Ll dnd iy i

The Messenger of Allah (£8) said:” Whoever seeks Allah's pleasure by the
people's wrath, Allah will suffice him from the people. And who ever
seeks the people's pleasure by Allah's wrath, Allah will entrust him to the
people. And Peace be upon you.™"?

2. We should strive to seek knowledge about Allah and the
Qur’an, as the angels lower their wings being pleased with
the seeker of knowledge.

"ol Loy U, lall calllad Liomice| fuiard SSIOMLI " (85) bl gy JUS
The Messenger of Allah (£) said :“The angels lower their wings over the
seeker of knowledge, being pleased with what he does.”20

3. We should please our parents and especially our fathers,
as it is mentioned in the following hadith:

"ol ki § 2501 dadew g lgdl Liny § S Ly (85) bl Joay JB
The Messenger of Allah (£)) said: “The pleasure of the Lord lies in the

pleasure of the parent. The anger of the Lord lies in the anger of the
parent."2!

4. When we say this du’a upon hearing the adhaan, then our

sins will be forgiven:

19 Sahih Al Jami’e 6097, Graded Sahih Al Albani
20 Sahih Al Jami’e 1956, Graded Sahih Al Albani
2t Sahih Al Jami’'e 3506, Graded Hasan by Al Albani
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The Messenger of Allah (%) said: "Whoever says, when he hears the
Mvu'adhdhin: 'Ashhadu an la ilaha illallah wahdahu la sharika lahu wa
anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa Rasuluhu, raditu Billahi Rabban, wa bil-
Islami dinan was bi Muhammadin Rasula (I bear witness that there is
none worthy of worship except Allah alone, with no partner or associate,
and that Muhammad is the His slave and Messenger; | am content with
Allah as my Llord, Islam as my religion and Muhammad as my
Messenger),' his sins will be forgiven."22

5. We will taste the sweetness of the faith when we are
pleased, as mentioned in the hadith below:

" gy dadedng (Las ¥ Lig 55 ALy (5 04 GLes! palo (315" :(35) il Jgmny JU5
The Messenger of Allah (%) said: “He who is well-pleased with God as

Lord, with Islam as religion, and with Muhammad as messenger will
experience the savour of faith.”23

6. Paradise becomes due for those who are pleased.

@

" 4 ang i shmhy 9 s 5Ly 5 Uy il Euting U5 3" 1(85) bl Jgey JLB

The Messenger of Allah (£) said: “If anyone says "l am pleased with Allah
as Lord, with Islam as religion and with Muhammad () as Prophet,”
Paradise will be his due.”?4

22 Sahih Muslim 386
23 Sahih Muslim 34
24 Sahih Al Jamie’ 6428, Graded Sahih Al Albani
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“Acceptance” and “Arrogance”
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Praiseworthy Character - Acceptance

Meaning of acceptance and encouragement for this
character:

1. Acceptance negates rejection.

2. “Acceptance” is from the conditions of (& ¥\ 411 ¥),

3. Indeed, Allah saves those who accept His religion.
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Dispraised Character - Arrogance

Meaning of arrogance:
This is a state in which a person admires himself and sees
himself greater than others. An arrogant person rejects the

truth and puts others down.

Dispraising arrogance:

1. Arrogance is among the first sins through which Allah was
disobeyed, and it was the sin committed by Iblees.

2.1t is one of the main reasons for the destruction of the
previous generations, people of Nuh, people of Thamud,
people of ‘Aad, and Fir'aun.

3. Arrogance is the main reason for one to turn away from the
signs of Allah and refrain from them.

4. Having an atom’s amount of arrogance in the heart shall
deprive a person from entering paradise.

5. Arrogance is from the characteristics of the people of the
fire.

6. The arrogant people will be gathered on the Day of
Judgement like ants in the form of men, covered with

humiliation from all directions.
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Reasons for arrogance and lack of acceptance:

1.
2,
3.

Being amazed with oneself
Having feelings of hatred and jealousy

Showing off

Examples of arrogance and acceptance in our daily lives:

©

|O

Example 1: You have been winning gold medals for the
past three years in the school’s football matches. But this
year, someone else from the lower grades won the gold
medal. How do you feel? Do you get angry? Do you try to
harm that boy? Do you hate to face him? All these
reactions are due to arrogance, and though it is hidden in
the heart, the impacts of it are visible on the person.

Example 2: You like it when your friends praise you and
follow whatever you do, and therefore you do everything
in order to gain their pleasure. One day you plan to go to
the sports club with them, but your father requests you to
stay back at home in order to help him with some work. Do
you refuse his request so that your image is not put down in
front of your friends? Before you decide, be careful and
remember - Pleasure of your Rabb lies in the pleasure of

the father.25

25 Sahih Al Jami’e 3507, Graded Hasan Al Albani

L N )
98




Teacher’s Notes




100




dellal
G

>
hunna
Stretch (a:2) Stretch
4 counts 2 counts 4 counts

qh&‘@@‘&cu@&!@b)@w‘&gﬁ&@&h@&j
g Jiy S LS Jixg 3yl L3l olall csbial JI&" :JB plas

Ml §yas a4l 95 wie e G Lsod!
The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (seesszl)
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Word Meaning

2.9 $ -

oSs @8I To you be your religion

Cy Gj and to me my religion (Islamic

Monotheism)

o Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions:
Allah distinguishes between the two parties and separates
between the two groups (by ordering Muslims to say to the
disbelievers) - “To you be your religion and to me my
religion.”

o Just how Allah said in similar instances;
“Say, O Muhammad (aluys 4 & L1a) to the mankind: ‘Each
one does according to Shakilatih (his way; his religion; his
intentions)’"2¢
“Say, O Muhammad (plws 4= & 1<) ‘You are innocent of

what | do, and | am innocent of what you do!’”27

26 Surah Al Isra: 84
27 Surah Yunus: 41
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Tadabbur (ssa2)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

The believer frees himself from any other religion.

Verily, the religion with Allah is Islam. It is the religion of all
the prophets.

“What is your religion?” - is the second question of the
grave.

Everyone will be questioned about their religion in the

grave and on the Day of Judgement.

How do we act on the ayah?

We should learn about our religion.

We should learn about what will happen after death.

It is very important that we place matters in its correct
position. Faith is not like disbelief. For example, when you
accept the religion of Islam and you know that it is the truth,
then for sure you must not do the deeds of people of
disbelief.

For example, many times in social media you see matters
like disobedience to parents, not respecting the elderly
people, or verbally abusing others or using bad language,
or videos of singing and dancing, or spreading pictures

that are not decent. Ask yourself, whom are you with?
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Righteousness or corruption? Correct or wrong? Light or

darkness? Then leave it as it is not from your religion.

oo o
104




WHAT IS YOUR RELIGION?

Definition of Islam:
Surrendering to Allah with Tawheed, submission to Him by

obedience, and freedom from shirk and its people.

Levels of the religion:
1. Islam
2. Emaan

3. lhsaan

Pillars of Islam:

1. Shahadah - to bear witness there is no God except Allah
and that the Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.

2. Establishing the Prayer

3. Giving the Zakah

4. Fasting the month of Ramadan

5. Performing the hajj for the ones who are able to.

Pillars of Emaan:

Belief in Allah

Belief in the Angels

Belief in the Books

Belief in the Messengers

Belief in the Last Day

. Belief in the Decree, the good and the bad of it

ok wbd-

oo o
105




Pillar of lhsan:
lhsaan is to worship Allah as if you see Him, and even though

you do not see Him, He certainly sees you.
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Praiseworthy Character - Justice

Definition:

Justice is opposite of injustice/oppression.

Encouragement for justice:

1. Allah commands us and encourages us to establish justice.

2. Allah praises those who establish justice.

3. The just people will be on pulpits of light on the Day of
Judgement, on the right side of Allah Ar-Rahman.

4. Allah will shade them under His Shade on the Day of

Judgement when there will be no shade except His.
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Examples of justice:

o Justice of the Messenger of Allah (£):
The Messenger of Allah (¥) was straightening the rows of
his companions on the day of the Battle of Badr, and in his
hand was a vessel that (was used for drinking), with which
he was trying to adjust the row of the people. As he passed
by Suwad bin Ghazzayyah, who was a bit forward and out
of the row, the Prophet (¥) poked him slightly in his
stomach with the vessel in order to push him in the row, and
said: “Straighten up O Suwad”, so he said, “O Messenger
of Allah you (¥) hurt me, and indeed Allah sent you with
truth and justice, so | want to retaliate the same. So, the
Messenger of Allah (¥) revealed his stomach and said,
“Retaliate”. He then hugged him and embraced his
stomach. The Messenger of Allah (£) said, “What made
you do this?” He said, “I wanted that last moment of my
time with you and that my skin touches your skin. And so
he made dua’ of goodness for him and he said to him,

“Straighten up, O Suwad”.28

2% As Silsilah As Saheehiyah, 6/808, Isnad- Hasan, Graded Hasan by Al Albani
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Dispraised Character - Oppression

Definition:
Injustice and crossing one’s limits — to put something in a

place where it does not belong. Oppression is a sin.

Dispraise of this character:

1. Indeed, Allah has forbidden oppression upon himself, and
it is forbidden between us too.

2. Allah destroyed the wrongdoers - the ones who oppress.

3. Allah does not like the wrongdoers.

4. Allah will not guide the wrongdoers.

5. The oppression (injustice) is one of the darkness on the Day
of Judgement.

6. The du’a of the oppressed is accepted by Allah.

Examples of justice and oppression from our daily lives:

o Example 1: You see that establishing the Fajr prayer is
difficult for you, as you love to stay up late at night. But you
should remember that all sins are oppression and leaving
the salah is a great oppression (wronging ourselves).

o Example 2: You love your mother a lot, and you do not
want her to love your younger siblings or hug them. So, you
find their faults in front of her, and you lie about them saying

that they do not listen to you or obey you in her absence.
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Remember this is a kind of oppression you are doing to
them, and every oppression is darkness on the Day of
Judgement. Do not oppress them just because you are
older and more powerful than them. Allah is the Most High

and the Most Great.
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Qur’'an Recitation (3431)
Tajweed (ss=l)

Memorization (La=Jl)

O BN

@&‘@@M&cu@sdﬂ‘@b)&w\wgﬁsw&!m&%
é JSJS caS LS Ji9 ‘/_§3)|3 Lﬁ‘ :QB.E.” H}L@J Ja" o JLs P’L‘“ﬁ

Magyas a4l pa 1 wie idie ol Lol
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)

JJIAA;QGQ
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