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PREPARATION OF THE DEAD (يتDتجهيز ا) 

It’s	 important	 for	a	person	 to	prepare	 for	death	by	 increasing	 in	good	deeds	
and	 staying	 away	 from	 the	 prohibitions.	 A	 person	 should	 always	 remember	
death	as	the	Prophet	(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)	said:		

 اكXوا من ذكِر هادِم اللذاِت
Increase in remembering the destroyer of delights ie: death  

‒ Irwaa Al Ghaleel 682, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih 

When	a	Muslim	dies	then	those	around	him	should	do	the	following:		

1. Close	his	eyes.	When	the	soul	departs	the	body,	the	eyes	see	it	going	out.	 
ِ̂ َسلََمَة َوقَْد َشقَّ بََرصُُه  عْن أُمِّ َسلََمَة، قَالَْت َدَخَل رَُسوُل اللَِّه ـ صىل الله عليه وسلم ـ َعَىل أَ

 فَأَْغَمَضُه ثُمَّ قَاَل  " إِنَّ الرُّوَح إَِذا قُِبَض تَِبَعُه الْبََرصُ 
It was narrated that Umm Salamah said: “The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) entered 
upon Abu Salamah (after he had died), and his eyes were wide open. He closed 

his eyes, then he said: ‘When the soul is taken, the sight follows it.’”  
‒ Sunan Ibn Majah Book 6, Hadith 1521 

2. The	 body	 becomes	 Firm	 so	 it’s	 important	 to	 soften	 the	 limbs,	 similar	 to	
massaging	it	so	it’s	easier	for	washing.	Something	should	be	placed	on	the	
stomach	so	it	doesn’t	expand.	

3. To	cover	the	corpse	entirely.	May	Allah	(هلالج لج)	conceal	us	all	our	private	parts.	

Ameen.	 In	 this	 life,	 be	 keen	 on	 covering	 on	 your	 ‘awraat	 so	 we	 may	 be	
covered	after	death.		

4. Hasten	 in	preparing	the	dead,	praying	on	 it	and	burying	 it	as	 the	Prophet	
 :said	(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

 أرسعوا بالجنازة
Hasten to the burial of the dead 

 ‒ Sahih Al Bukhari 1315 
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5. To	 be	 buried	 in	 the	 land	 the	 person	 dies	 because	 the	 Prophet	 	(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

commanded	for	the	dead	from	the	Battle	of	Uhud	to	be	buried	there.			

	

GHUSL OF THE CORPSE (يتDغسل ا) 

▪ Washing	the	corpse	is	sufFicient	for	few	(ةQQQفايQQQك	رضQQQف),	it’s	not	obligatory	upon	

all,	but	if	no	one	does	it	then	all	are	sinful.		

▪ The	foremost	who	should	wash	the	corpse	are	the	ones	whom	the	person	
instructed	 previous	 to	 his	 death.	 If	 no	 one	 is	 instructed	 then	 family	
members	who	are	near.		

1. For	the	male:	his	father	First,	then	son,	then	those	closer.		

2. For	the	female:	her	mother	First,	then	daughter,	then	those	closer.	

3. For	the	husband	to	wash	the	wife:	the	husband	can	wash	his	wife,	as	
Ali	(نهQQQQع	ا!	ىQQQQرض)	washed	Fatima	(نهاQQQQع	ا!	ىQQQQرض)	and	Abu	Bakr	(!ا	ىQQQQرض	

		.him	wash	to	wife	his	instructed	(عنه

pَِعْن َعائَِشَة، قَالَْت رََجَع رَُسوُل اللَِّه ـ صىل الله عليه وسلم ـ ِمَن الْبَِقيعِ فََوَجَد 

 َوأَنَا أَِجُد ُصَداًعا ِيف رَأِْيس َوأَنَا أَقُوُل َوارَأَْساُه فََقاَل " بَْل أَنَا يَا َعائَِشُة َوارَأَْساُه " . ثُمَّ
ْنتُِك َوَصلَّيُْت َعلَيِْك َوَدفَْنتُِك  لْتُِك وَكَفَّ  قَاَل " َما َرضَِّك لَْو ِمتِّ قَبِْيل فَُقْمُت َعلَيِْك فََغسَّ

It was narrated that ‘Aishah (ra) said: “The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) came 
back from Al-Baqi’ and I had a headache and was saying: ‘O my head!’ He 
said: ‘Rather, I should say, O my head, O ‘Aishah!’ Then he said: ‘It will 
not matter if you were to die before me, for I will take care of you, wash 
you, shroud you, offer the funeral prayer for you and bury you.’”)  

‒ Sunan Ibn Majah 1206, Authenticated by Al Alabani as Hasan 

▪ If	 a	 man	 or	 woman	 dies	 and	 there	 are	 no	 men	 for	 the	 male	 corpse	 nor	
women	 for	 the	 female	 corpse,	 then	 tayyamum	 is	 done	 because	 the	 awra	
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should	 not	 be	 exposed.	 Tayyamum	 is	 performed	 by	 striking	 the	 hands	 in	
sand	and	wiping	the	corpses’	face	and	hands.		

▪ It	is	not	permissible	for	a	Muslim	to	perform	ghusl	upon	a	disbeliever	or	to	
bury	him	as	Allah	(هلالج لج)	says:		

 
And never pray (funeral prayer) for any of them who dies  

‒ Surah At Tawbah 84 

▪When	 washing	 the	 corpse,	 it ’s	
important	 to	 cover	 the	 ‘awraat	 (see	
image	1).	Note:	the	corpse	is	placed	on	
a	tiled	table	for	washing.		

▪Then	 his	 head	 is	 lifted	 as	 if	 he’s	 in	 a	
seated	 position.	 The	 stomach	 should	 be	
gently	 pressed	 to	 remove	 any	 wastes	
inside.	 The	 person	 cleaning	 should	
continue	to	pour	water	as	the	wastes	are	
coming	out	(see	image	2).		

	

▪The	one	cleaning	should	wrap	a	piece	of	
cloth	 over	 his	 hand	 (or	 glove)	 and	wash	
the	 private	 part	 without	 looking	 at	 the	
‘awra	or	touching	it	if	he's	seven	years	or	
older	(see	image	3).		

▪Then	 the	 cleaner	 says	 ‘In	 the	 Name	 of	
Allah’	(!ا	مQQQسQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQب)	and	does	wudhu	for	the	corpse	similar	 to	the	wudhu	for	

1
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prayer.	

 قَاَل النَِّبيُّ صىل الله عليه وسلم لَُهنَّ ِيف ُغْسِل ابَْنِتِه  " ابَْدأَْن Äَِيَاِمِنَها َوَمَواِضعِ الُْوُضوِء ِمْنَها ".
The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) at the time of washing his deceased daughter had said to them, 
"Start from the right side beginning with those parts which are washed in 

ablution." 
- Sahih al-Bukhari 167   

 

▪However,	the	water	should	not	be	
poured	 into	 the	 mouth	 or	 nose,	

rather	the	cleaner	wraps	his	Finger	

with	cloth	and	wipes	between	his	

lips	and	wipes	his	teeth.	He	should	

a l so	 c lean	 h i s	 nos tr i l s .	 I t ’ s	

recommended	 to	 clean	 the	 hair,	 beard	 and	 rest	 of	 the	

body	with	water	that	has	sidr.	(see	images	4	and	5).	

▪Then	he	washes	the	right	front	side	of	the	body	by	
pouring	water.	(see	image	6).	

	

▪Then	 does	 the	 same	 to	 the	 backside.	 He	 does	
the	same	to	the	left	side	as	well	(see	image	7).	

▪Then	he	repeats	this	process	three	times	as	the	
Prophet	(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)	said:  

الَثًا  اْغِسلَْنَها ثـَ
Wash her three times 
- Sunan an-Nasa'i 1890.   

▪ Each	time	the	cleaner	should	pass	his	hands	over	the	corpse’s	stomach	in	
case	wastes	come	out	so	he	may	clean	it.		

4 5

6

7

Foam of sidr and water used to 
wash the head of the deceased.
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▪ If	 the	corpse	requires	much	cleaning,	 then	 it	 can	be	repeated	up	 to	seven	
times	max.		

▪ In	the	last	wash,	camphor	(وراQQQQQافQQQQQك)	is	placed	which	is	a	strong	cool	scent	that	

repels	insects.		

 َواْجَعلَْن ِيف اآلِخرَِة كَافُوًرا
and in the last (washing) add camphor  

- Jami` at-Tirmidhi 990 (see image 8) 
 

 

▪ It’s	recommended	to	wash	the	dead	with	cold	water,	but	if	cold	water	is	not	
removing	 the	 impurities	 then	warmer	water	with	 soap	 is	 used.	 A	 person	
should	not	rub	harshly	in	order	for	the	skin	to	not	get	scratched.		

▪ It’s	recommended	to	shorten	the	moustache	and	cut	the	nails	if	they’re	very	
long.	As	for	the	hair	of	the	armpits	or	private	part	then	these	should	not	be	
removed	since	these	are	‘awraat.	

▪ It’s	 not	 recommended	 to	 brush	 the	 hair	 otherwise	 it	 will	 fall.	 For	 the	
woman,	her	hair	 is	braided	into	three	braids;	two	on	the	sides	and	one	in	
the	back	and	all	three	braids	are	tied	back	together.		

▪ It’s	recommended	to	dry	the	dead	body	after	washing.		

▪ If	urine,	wastes	or	blood	exit	the	corpse	after	seven	washes,	then	whichever	
part	still	has	waste	exiting	should	be	covered	with	cotton,	the	area	should	
be	washed,	and	wudhu	done	again.	 If	waste	comes	out	after	 the	corpse	 is	

5

8 (From	right	to	left)		

1. White	musk,		

2. Black	musk,		

3. Camphor,		

4. Sidr,		

5. Hunoot,		

6. Two	squares	of	camphor	for	
every	four	litres	of	water,		

7. Small	cup	of	sidr	for	every	4	
litres	of	water

12
3

4
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already	 shrouded,	 then	 ghusl	 should	 not	 be	 done	 again	 since	 this	will	 be	
burdensome.	

▪ If	 a	 person	 dies	 in	 a	 state	 of	 ihram	 then	 the	 same	 is	 done	 as	mentioned	
previously,	however	no	scent	is	placed	and	his	head	is	not	covered	if	he’s	a	
male.	

 َعِن ابِْن َعبَّاٍس ـ رىض الله عنهم ـ قَاَل بَيَْنáَ رَُجٌل َواِقٌف ِبَعرَفََة إِْذ َوقََع َعْن َراِحلَِتِه فََوقََصتُْه ـ أَْو
، َوالَ ِãَُْنوُه ِيف ثَْوب  قَاَل فَأَْوقََصتُْه ـ قَاَل النَِّبيُّ صىل الله عليه وسلم  " اْغِسلُوُه Äَِاٍء َوِسْدٍر، وَكَفِّ

ُروا رَأَْسُه، فَِإنَُّه يُبَْعُث يَْوَم الِْقيَاَمِة ُملَبِّيًا ”.  تَُحنِّطُوُه َوالَ تَُخمِّ
Narrated Ibn `Abbas (ra): While a man was riding (his Mount) in `Arafat, he fell 
down from it (his Mount) and broke his neck (and died). The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, 
"Wash him with water and Sidr and shroud him in two pieces of cloth, and 

neither perfume him, nor cover his head, for he will be resurrected on the Day of 
Resurrection saying, 'Labbaik,' (i.e. like a pilgrim)." 

- Sahih al-Bukhari 1265 
-
▪ When	a	fetus	dies	after	four	months	then	it’s	considered	a	human	because	
the	soul	enters	after	120	days.	If	it’s	before	4	months	then	it’s	considered	a	
piece	of	Flesh	and	is	buried	anywhere	without	washing,	shrouding	or	being	
prayed	upon. 

 حدثنا رسول الله صىل الله عليه وسلم، وهو الصادق املصدوق:  "إن أحدكم يجمع خلقه يف
 بطن أمه أربعã يوماً نطفًة، ثم يكون علقة مثل ذلك، ثم يكون مضغًة مثل ذلك، ثم يرسل

 امللك، فينفخ فيه الروح
 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of 
Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), the truthful and the receiver of the truth informed us, saying, "The 
creation of you (humans) is gathered in the form of semen in the womb of your 
mother for forty days, then it becomes a clinging thing in similar (period), then it 
becomes a lump of flesh like that, then Allah sends an angel who breathes life 

into it; 
‒ Riyadh As Saliheen, Al Bukhari & Muslim, : Book 1, Hadith 396  
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▪ The	 fetus	 after	 four	 months	 is	 given	 a	 name,	 washed,	 shrouded,	 prayed	
upon,	and	buried.		

▪ If	a	corpse	cannot	be	washed	due	to	lack	of	water,	or	the	body	is	torn	apart,	
or	burnt,	 then	 tayamum	 is	done	 for	him.	One	of	 those	present	 strikes	his	
hands	on	sand	and	wipes	the	corpse’s	face	and	hands.	May	Allah	(هلالج لج)	grant	

us	well-being.	Ameen.		

THE	ONE	DOING	GHUSL	MUST	CONCEAL	WHAT	HE	SEES	SUCH	AS	
DARKNESS	IN	THE	CORPSES’S	FACE	OR	UGLY	MARKS	ON	THE	BODY.	 

 عن أ^ رافع أسلم مويل رسول الله صىل الله عليه وسلم أن رسول الله صىل الله عليه وسلم
 قال:  " من غسل ميتاً فكتم عليه ، غفر الله له أربعã مرة”

Abu Rafi` Aslam (May Allah be pleased with him), the freed slave of the 
Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) reported: The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "He who 

washes a dead body and conceals what he notices of physical defects, then Allah 
will forgive him forty times.'' 

‒ Riyadh As Saliheen, Al Hakim, Book 7, Hadith 928 

 

SHROUDING THE CORPSE (يتDا Jتكف) 
▪ The	shroud	should	be	paid	from	the	dead	person’s	wealth.	If	a	person	had	
debt	 and	needs	 to	be	 shrouded,	 the	 shroud	 should	be	paid	 for	 First,	 even	
before	distribution	of	 the	 inheritance.	 If	 he	 has	no	wealth,	 then	 someone	
from	the	 family	should	pay	 for	 it,	and	 if	 that’s	not	possible,	 then	 they	can	
take	from	a	state	fund	and	alhamdulilah	Muslim	countries	have	this.	If	this	
is	not	possible,	then	someone	who	has	knowledge	about	his	condition	from	
the	Muslims	can	cover	this	cost.		

▪ It’s	obligatory	to	shroud	the	dead	with	a	sheet	that	covers	the	entire	body.		
Note:	 the	 corpse	 is	 transferred	 to	 another	 table	 for	 shrouding	 without	
exposing	the	'awra.		

▪ It’s	recommended	to	shroud	the	man	in	three	white	sheets.	 
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الَثَِة أَثَْواٍب ِبيٍض َن ِيف ثـَ  عْن َعائَِشَة ـ رىض الله عنها ـ أَنَّ رَُسوَل اللَِّه صىل الله عليه وسلم كُفِّ
 َسُحولِيٍَّة

Narrated Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her): Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was 
shrouded in three pieces of cloth which were made of white cotton.  

- Sahih al-Bukhari 1273  

 
▪The	 sheets	 are	 scented	 with	
bukhoor	 and	 placed	 above	 one	
another.	 Then	 a	 scented	 towel	 is	
placed	 in	 order	 to	 cover	 the	 private	
parts	 from	 front	 and	 back.	 Hunoot	
	for	used	is	which	perfume	a	is	(حQQQQQQQQنوط)

the	dead.	See	image	9.	

▪Then	 the	 corpse	 is	 placed	 above	
these	 sheets	while	 lying	 down	 on	 his	
back.	 See	 image	 10.	 He	 should	 be	
covered	at	all	times.		

▪ Sheets	are	placed	below	and	the	corpse	should	be	covered	at	all	times.	The	
scented	 towel	 is	 then	wrapped	 around	 the	 private	 parts	 in	 order	 that	 no	
foul	odor	comes	out.	

▪ Then	hunoot	scent	is	placed	behind	the	ears,	eyes,	nose,	lips,	and	the	place	
of	sujood.	There’s	no	harm	to	place	scent	over	the	entire	body	as	some	of	
the	Companions	did.	

▪For	wrapping	 the	 corpse,	 the	 right	 side	
of	 the	 sheet	 is	placed	over	 the	 right	 side	
of	the	body	see	image	11.	

▪Then	 the	 same	 is	 done	 to	 the	 left	 side.	
see	image	12.	

9

10

A towel with cotton on to wrap the private parts  
of the deceased
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▪ 	 This	 is	 repeated	 for	 the	 second	 and	 third	 sheets	 then	 remove	 the	 towel	
which	was	covering	the	private	parts.	See	image	12.	

	

▪Then	it’s	 twisted	from	the	end	see	image	
13	 knotted	 and	 tied	 around	 up	 to	 seven	
times,	 it’s	 permissible	 to	 tie	 it	 less	 than	
seven	 times.	 See	 images	 14	 and	 15.	 The	
knots	are	undone	while	being	placed	in	the	
grave.		

	

	

▪For	 the	 female,	 Five	 sheets	 are	 used,	 an	
izar,	similar	to	a	slip	is	used,	in	addition	to	
a	piece	which	covers	her	head,	similar	to	a	
hijab.	

	

PRAYER ON THE DEAD (ص3ة الجنازة) 

▪ This	is	sufFicient	for	one	(ةQQQQQQفايQQQQQQك	رضQQQQQQف).	The	imam	should	stand	at	the	head	of	

the	male	corpse	and	at	the	middle	of	the	female	corpse.	See	images	16	and	
17.	

12
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▪The	
imam	

says	four	takbeerat	in	total.		

1. 1st	 takbeer	 he	 seeks	 refuge	 with	 Allah	 from	 the	 shaitan	 and	 then	
recites	Surah	Al	Fatiha	

2. 2nd	takbeer	he	recites	the	Final	tashahud: 
ٍد كáََ َصلَّيَْت َعَىل إِبْرَاِهيَم َوَعَىل آِل إِبْرَاِهيَم ، إِنََّك َحِميٌد ٍد َوَعَىل آِل ُمَحمَّ  اللَُّهمَّ َصلِّ َعَىل ُمَحمَّ
ٍد كáََ بَاَركَْت َعَىل إبْرَاِهيَم َوَعَىل آِل إِبْرَاِهيَم ، إِنََّك ٍد َوَعَىل آِل ُمَحمَّ  َمِجيٌد اللَُّهمَّ بَارِْك َعَىل ُمَحمَّ

 َحِميٌد َمِجيٌد
Allaahum-ma sallee ‘alaa muhammad wa ‘alaa aali muhammad kamaa sal-layta ‘alaa ibraaheem 
wa ‘alaa aali ibraaheem, innaka hameedum majeed, Allaahum-ma baarik ‘alaa muhammadi wa 
‘alaa aali muhammad kamaa baa-rakta ‘alaa ibraaheem wa ‘alaa aali ibraaheem, innaka 

hameedun majeed 
O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and the followers of Muhammad, just as 
You sent prayers upon Ibraheem and upon the followers of Ibraheem. Verily, You 
are full of praise and majesty. O Allah, send blessings upon Muhammad and upon 
the family of Muhammad, just as You sent blessings upon Ibraheem and upon the 

family of Ibraheem. Verily, You are full of praise and majesty. 

3. 3rd	takbeer	he	makes	dua	for	the	dead.	 

16 17QIBLA
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 اللَُّهمَّ اغفر له، وارحمه، وعافه، واعف عنه، وأكرم نزله، ووسع مدخله واغسله باملاء والثلج
 والربد ونقه من الخطايا، كá نقيت الثوب األبيض من الدنس، وأبدله داراً خöاً من داره، وأهالً
 خöاً من أهله، وزوجاً خöاً من زوجه، وأدخله الجنة، وأعذه من عذاب القرب، ومن عذاب النار

Allahummaghfir lahu, warhamhu, wa 'afihi, wa'fu 'anhu, wa akrim nuzulahu, wa wassi' 
mudkhalahu, waghsilhu bil-ma'i wath-thalji wal-baradi, wa naqqihi minal-khataya, kama 

naqqaytath-thawbal-abyada minad-danasi, wa abdilhu daran khairan min darihi, wa ahlan khairan 
min ahlihi, wa zawjan khairan min zawjihi, wa adkhilhul-Jannata, wa a'idh-hu min 'adhabil- qabri, 

wa min 'adhabin-nar  
[if the dead person is a woman, one should change the ending of 

certain words in this supplication from hu to ha] 
O Allah! Forgive him, bestow mercy upon him, pardon him, accord him a noble 
provision and make his grave spacious, wash him with water, snow and hail, 
purify him from sins as You have purified the white garment from soiling, give 
him a better abode in place of his present one, and a better family in exchange of 
his present one, and a better spouse in place of his present wife; admit him to 
Jannah and protect from the trial in the grave and punishment in the Hell  

- Riyadh As Saliheen, Muslim, Book 7, Hadith 935 
-
For	 the	 fetus	 (after	 four	 months)	 that’s	 being	 prayed	 upon,	 the	 people	
should	make	dua	asking	Allah	 	(هلالج لج) to	have	 forgiveness	 and	mercy	on	 the	

parents	as	the	fetus	has	no	sins.		

Part of longer hadith: The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said:  
ْقُط يَُصىلَّ َعلَيِْه َويُْدَعى لَِوالَِديِْه ِبالَْمْغِفرَِة َوالرَّْحَمِة  َوالسِّ

Prayer should be offered over the fetus after four months and forgiveness and 
mercy supplicated for its parents  

- Sahih Muslim 963 
-

4. 4th	takbeer	nothing	is	said	then	the	imam	says	salam	to	the	right	
only.	It’s	sunnah	to	raise	the	hands	for	every	takbeer.			

Note:	 if	a	person	misses	some	of	 the	 takbeerat	 then	he	 follows	whatever	 the	
imam	reached.	For	example,	if	the	imam	said	the	3rd	takbeer,	then	the	person	
should	make	dua	for	the	deceased	then	after	the	4th	takbeer,	he	recites	Surah	
Al	Fatiha,	then	does	takbeer,	then	says	the	Final	testimony,	then	makes	salam.		
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CARRYING THE CORPSE AND BURYING IT (حمل الجنازة و دفنها) 

▪The	 corpse	 should	 be	 carried	 from	 the	 four	
sides	on	the	shoulders.	See	image	18.	

▪	 It’s	 important	 to	 hasten	 the	 burial.	 Of	 course	
only	men	carry	the	corpse	and	follow	the	funeral	
procession,	not	women.		

▪It’s	 permissible	 for	 men	 to	 walk	 ahead	 of	 the	
corpse,	behind	it	or	to	its	right	or	left.		

▪ It’s	disliked	for	those	following	the	corpse	to	sit	before	the	corpse	is	placed	
down.		

▪ It’s	disliked	to	bury	the	dead	in	three	timings: 
، يَُقوُل ثـَالَُث َساَعاٍت كَاَن رَُسوُل اللَِّه صىل الله عليه وسلم   قَاَل َسِمْعُت ُعْقبََة بَْن َعاِمٍر الُْجَهِنيَّ
ْمُس بَازَِغًة َحتَّى تَرْتَِفَع َوِحãَ يَُقوُم َ ِفيِهنَّ أَْو أَْن نَْقُربَ ِفيِهنَّ َمْوتَانَا ِحãَ تَطْلُُع الشَّ  يَْنَهانَا أَْن نَُصيلِّ

ْمُس لِلُْغُروِب َحتَّى تَْغرَُب ْمُس َوِحãَ تََضيَُّف الشَّ  قَائُِم الظَِّهöَِة َحتَّى َ†ِيَل الشَّ
Uqba b. 'Amir said: There were three times at which Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 

forbade us to pray, or bury our dead: When the sun begins to rise till it is fully up, 
when the sun is at its height at midday till it passes over the meridian, and when 

the sun draws near to setting till it sets.  
- Sahih Muslim 831 
-
▪ It’s	sunnah	to	cover	the	grave	of	the	female	while	placing	her	as	a	means	of	
not	exposing	her.		

▪ There	are	two	types	of	graves,	one	is	(قQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQش)	which	is	a	grave	with	a	narrow	

hole	dug	in	the	center	and	(دQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQحQQل)	which	is	a	grave	with	a	narrow	hole	and	

then	 another	 hole	 is	 dug	 on	 the	 side	 of	 it	 so	 the	 corpse	 is	 tucked	 while	
facing	the	qibla,	similar	to	an	L	shape.	The	(لحد)	is	better	than	the	(شق).	
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عَنِ ابْنِ عَبَّاسٍ, قَالَ قَالَ رَسُولُ الَِّ صلى ال عليه وسلم  " اللَّحْدُ لَنَا وَالشَّقّ 
لِغَيْرِنَا " .  

Narrated Abdullah ibn Abbas (ra): The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: The niche in the side of 
the grave is for us and the excavation in the middle is for others. 

- Sunan Abi Dawud 3208, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih See images 22 and 23 

▪The	Sunnah	is	to	put	the	deceased	
into	 the	 grave	 from	 the	 end	 see	
image	22.	

	

▪If	that’s	not	possible	then	to	place	
him	 from	 the	 direction	 of	 the	 qibla.	
See	image	23.	
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▪ It’s	sunnah	to	have	a	deeply	dug	grave	to	protect	the	dead	from	any	beasts	
and	for	the	odor	to	not	spread.	

▪ The	one	who’s	placing	the	corpse	inside	the	grave	should	say:		

 بسم الله و عىل ُسنة أو ملة رسول الله
Bismillaahi wa ‘ala sunnat Rasool-Allaahi or ‘ala millat Rasool-Allaahi  

In the name of Allah and according to the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah or 
according to the religion of the Messenger of Allah 

- At Tirmidhi 1046 

▪ Those	whom	were	instructed	First,	then	relatives,	should	place	the	dead	on	
his	right	side,	facing	the	qibla.	See	image	19.	

▪ A	 stone	 should	 not	 be	 placed	 under	 his	 head	 nor	 is	 the	 face	 uncovered	
unless	he	dies	in	ihram.	Then	the	opening	which	the	corpse	is	tucked	inside	
is	closed	off	with	pieces	of	brick	and	the	gaps	are	sealed	off	with	mud.	See	
image	21.	

▪After	 he’s	 placed	 in	 the	 grave,	 it’s	
sunnah	 for	 those	present	 to	place	 three	
handfuls	 of	 sand	 over	 the	 grave.	 See	
image	25.	

	

▪It’s	 sunnah	 to	 place	 the	 sand	 until	 it	
reaches	 about	 a	 hand	 span	 above	 to	
recognize	 it’s	 a	 grave	 and	 is	 not	
disrespected.	See	image	26.	

▪Then	gravel	is	placed	above	to	recognize	
it’s	 a	 grave	 and	 water	 is	 sprinkled	 as	
mentioned	in	the	Sunnah.		

▪A	stone	is	placed	at	the	head	to	recognize	

14
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it’s	a	grave.	The	grave	should	not	have	things	built	on	it,	or	writing,	or	sat	
upon,	trampled	or	leaned	upon.		

▪ It’s	disliked	to	bury	two	or	more	in	the	same	grave	except	if	necessary.		
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CONDOLENCES (التعزية) 

▪ It’s	sunnah	to	send	food	to	the	family	of	the	deceased	and	not	for	the	family	
to	provide	food	and	drinks	to	others.	

 قَاَل رَُسوُل اللَِّه ـ صىل الله عليه وسلم ـ  " اْصَنُعوا آلِل َجْعَفٍر طََعاًما فََقْد أَتَاُهْم َما يَْشَغلُُهْم أَْو
  أَْمٌر يَْشَغلُُهْم " .

The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: ‘Prepare food for the family of Ja’far, for there 
has come to them that which is keeping them busy  

‒ Sunan Ibn Majah Book 6, Hadith 1678  

▪ It’s	bida’a	to	play	Quran	or	recite	it.	A	person	simply	offers	dua	and	leaves,	
and	shouldn’t	sit	down	because	the	family	of	the	dead	is	too	shy	to	ask	for	
people	 to	 leave.	 They’re	 already	 in	 a	 difFicult	 state	 so	 a	 person	 shouldn’t	
burden	them	by	remaining.		

▪ It’s	 sunnah	 for	men	 to	 visit	 the	 graveyard	 because	 it	 reminds	 one	 of	 the	
hereafter	but	it’s	not	permissible	for	the	women	to	visit	the	graves	because	
they	are	weak	in	heart	and	it	will	lead	them	to	do	things	which	can	be	Fitna	
and	which	 are	 haram	 such	 as	wailing,	 striking	 the	 face,	 etc.	 The	 Prophet	
 .graves	the	visits	who	woman	the	cursed	(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

  لََعَن رَُسوُل اللَِّه صىل الله عليه وسلم زَائِرَاِت الُْقبُوِر 
The Messenger of Allah cursed women who visit graves  

- Sunan an-Nasa'i 2043  

▪ If	men	knew	women	are	coming	then	it	makes	a	Fitna	between	them	so	how	
will	the	man	remember	the	hereafter.	

▪ The	one	who	visits	the	grave	says:		

َالِحُقوَن ، نَْسأَُل اللَه يَاِر ِمَن الُْمْؤِمِنãَ َوالُْمْسلِِمãَ ، َوإِنَّا إِْن َشاَء اللُه ِبُكْم لـَ الُم َعلَيُْكْم أَْهَل الدِّ  السَّ
 لََنا َولَُكُم الَْعاِفيََة
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As-salaamu ‘alaykum ahl-ad-diyaari mi-nal-mu’mineena wal-muslimeena, wa in-naa in shaa’-
allaahu la-laahiqoona, nas’al-ullaaha lanaa wa-lakumul-‘aafiyah 

Peace be upon you all, O inhabitants of the dwellings (i.e. the graves), amongst 
the believers and the Muslims. Indeed we are, Allah willing, soon to follow (to die 

also), we ask Allah for well-being for us and for you 
- Sunan Ibn Majah Book 6, Hadith 1614 

A	person	should	beware	of	magnifying	the	graves,	or	wiping	over	them	
thinking	it	can	have	barakah	because	all	of	this	is	shirk	and	bid’ah.	

CONDOLENCES 

▪ It’s	sunnah	to	say:	 
 لِلَِّه َما أََخَذ، َولِلَِّه َما أَْعطَى، كُلٌّ ِبأََجٍل، فَلْتَْصِربْ َولْتَْحتَِسْب

 It is for Allah what He takes, and it is for Allah what He gives, and everything 
has its fixed time (limit). So (she should) be patient and hope for Allah's reward 
- Sahih al-Bukhari 6602 
▪ It’s	also	permissible	to	also	say:	 

 عظم الله أجرك
May Allah magnify your reward 

 أحسن الله عزاك
May Allah make your solace better 

▪ It’s	permissible	to	cry	because	the	Prophet	(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)	cried	for	his	son	Ibrahim,	

but	wailing	or	exaggerated	crying	is	not	permissible.		A	person	can	leave	his	
work	or	not	go	out,	but	no	more	than	three	days,	except	for	the	wife	for	her	
husband	when	the	‘iddah	period	is	4	months	and	10	days.	But	if	she	gives	
birth	in	that	period	of	time	then	her	‘iddah	ends.		
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▪ A	person	shouldn't	wail	or	over-praise	the	dead	to	make	others	cry.	All	of	
these	are	signs	of	not	accepting	the	decree.		

▪ It’s	not	permissible	to	tear	the	clothes,	strike	the	face,	or	pull	out	the	hair.	

 عْن َعبِْد اللَِّه ـ رىض الله عنه ـ قَاَل قَاَل النَِّبيُّ صىل الله عليه وسلم  " لَيَْس ِمنَّا َمْن لَطََم 
 الُْخُدوَد، َوَشقَّ الُْجيُوَب، َوَدَعا ِبَدْعَوى الَْجاِهلِيَِّة 

 Narrated `Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him): The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "He 
who slaps his cheeks, tears his clothes and follows the ways and traditions of the 

Days of Ignorance is not one of us."  
- Sahih al-Bukhari 1294 
-

And	Allah	(هلالج لج)	knows	best.		

Peace	and	blessings	upon	our	Prophet	Mohammed,		

his	family	and	all	his	companions.		
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