
THE MUSLIM'S BELIEF



BELIEF IS LIKE

a firm knot in the heart
 

The firmness of our actions is
dependent on how tight is the 'knot'.

The pillars of faith should be 'knotted' 
in our heart so it cannot be undone. 



THE BELIEVER IS LIKE

a good tree
 
 

He has strong belief in the pillars of
faith. The roots, like faith cannot be
seen but they are the “secret” of the

firmness and strength of the tree.
These beliefs cause him to do

righteous accepted good deeds which
are like the branches. He would reflect

this by always showing excellence in
manners and these are the fruits.



FAITH IS BUILT ON

Six Pillars
 
 

The six pillars of faith are to believe in
ALLAH

HIS ANGELS

HIS BOOKS

HIS MESSENGERS

THE LAST DAY

THE DECREE- GOOD AND BAD OF IT.
 



THE FOUNDATION OF BELIEF IS

Tawheed
 

Tawheed is to believe in the Oneness of Allah . 
He is The Only Creator of the heavens and the Earth, the

only Sustainer of all that exists, the Ever-Living, Who never
dies, Who never tires looking after His creation, to Whom
belongs everything in the heavens and the Earth, The All

Mighty Who needs no one yet all of the creation need Him. 
THEREFORE HE ALONE IS WORTHY OF OUR WORSHIP.



This is a very powerful statement as we negate all others as
having any right of worship except the one who deserves it
due to His perfection. The first part purifies the heart from

any false attachment, and the second part places the
attachment where it deserves.

THERE IS NO ONE 
WORTHY OF WORSHIP

 

except Allah



KNOWLEDGE that banishes IGNORANCE
CERTAINTY that banishes DOUBT

ACCEPTANCE that banishes REJECTION
SUBMISSION that banishes its DESISTANCE 
TRUTHFULNESS that banishes FALSEHOOD

IKHLAS that banishes SHIRK 
LOVE that banishes HATRED

THE CONDITIONS OF 

Laa ilaaha illa Allah
ARE SEVEN



In Islam, worship is a collective name 
for all that Allah loves and is pleased with 

from speech and actions.
Worship is a harmony of the

 heart, body and limbs. The driving force 
for the worship is rooted within the heart. 
Love of Allah is the “head” of the worship 

without which an action cannot be
considered true worship.

ALLAH CREATED US TO

Worship Him



Imagine a bird, its head being the love, 
that is its main driving force. However 

in order to take flight, it needs two equal
wings, these represent hope and fear. 

These three components are all needed 
for the worship, and the absence of one 

will result in an imbalance. When one directs
all his love, hope and fear to Allah alone, 

he will be happy, motivated and balanced- 
THIS IS TRUE FREEDOM.

TO WORSHIP ALLAH ALONE IS

true freedom



SINCERITY TO ALLAH
The opposite of sincerity is shirk,
which means you do a deed for

other than Allah.

THERE ARE 

two Conditions

FOLLOWING THE SUNNAH
(Guidance shown by the Prophet

Muhammad صىل هللا عليه وسلم)
If we invent in the religion then 

it will not be accepted.

OF WORSHIP



WE ARE BORN ON

Fitrah

Every child is born with the belief in
the Oneness of Allah. This is part of
our natural disposition, with which

every child is born with, called Fitrah.

(NATURAL DISPOSITION)



BELIEVE IN ALLAH

not the means
Fitrah shows that a child is born inherently ready, when he
reaches an age of understanding, to choose the worship of

Allah alone. As we get older, this tawheed may begin to
decrease as we become surrounded by the tangible means.
For example, when we are sick, our heart should flee to Allah

for the cure before we think about other means, such as
doctors or medicine. These means are also given to us from

Allah but our attachments and hope should lie 
WITH THE OWNER OF ALL MEANS, NOT THE MEANS ITSELF.



Shirk is to associate partners with Allah. 
 When we truly believe in the Oneness of Allah,
we will worship Him alone, having love, hope

and fear of Him alone. However shaitan’s goal
is to disturb this belief, 

HE WANTS MAN 
TO COMMIT SHIRK.

THE GREATEST PROHIBITION IS

shirk



The categories have a strong connection and we need to
affirm our belief in all three to complete our tawheed.

THERE ARE THREE CATEGORIES OF

tawheed
#1

IN HIS ACTIONS 
TAWHEED AR RUBOOBIYAH

#2
IN HIS WORSHIP 

TAWHEED AL ULOOHIYA 

#3
IN HIS PERFECTION 

 TAWHEED IN NAMES 
AND ATTRIBUTES 



When we see the rain falling from the sky, we need to affirm that
this is from the actions of Allah. Not a leaf falls except by His

command. He alone controls the affairs of the universe. 
ALLAH ALONE IS THE CREATOR, SUSTAINER 

AND DISPOSER OF ALL AFFAIRS.

#1
ALLAH’S ONENESS IN HIS ACTIONS

Tawheed Ar Ruboobiyah



A Bedouin once approached the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and asked him, “Who
raised the skies?” the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said “Allah". 

Then he asked, “Who stretched the earth and mountains?” the
Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said “Allah”. Then he asked him, “Did the One Who did

all of this make you a Messenger? He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said “yes”. Then the
Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) told him about the pillars of Islam, and the man took

the shahada. Notice how clear his fitrah (natural disposition) is!
Then the man said I will perform only the pillars, nothing more or

less. 
The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) told the Companions this is a man of paradise 

THIS IS THE SIMPLICITY OF THE BELIEF OF A MUSLIM.
(Sahih Muslim 12, Book 1, Hadith 10).

BELIEF IS

simple



MEANS 
We comprehend the actions of

Allah through worldly means. But
we get attached to the means

because it’s tangible. We start to
give “power” to the means and
forget the Most Powerful Allah.

TWO THINGS THAT NEGATIVELY AFFECT OUR 

Belief in the Oneness of Allah's Actions

PLANNING
As humans we tend to plan out

our lives and when things don’t go
as we planned, we become

anxious and stressed, forgetting
that Allah is the One in charge 

of all affairs.



When we know the actions of Allah, it should make us direct 
our actions of love, hope, fear, and reliance towards Him alone. 
We need to increase in knowledge about Allah so that we may

worship Him alone. This is the main call of all the Prophets, 
TO WORSHIP ALLAH ALONE 

WITHOUT ASSOCIATING PARTNERS WITH HIM.

#2
ALLAH’S ONENESS IN HIS WORSHIP

Tawheed Al Uloohiya



ALL THE NAMES AND ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH ARE PERFECT; 
there is none comparable to Him. 

Allah is One, Unique in all His Names and Attributes. 
When we know about the perfection of Allah's names and

attributes it should lead us to worship Him alone, 
without associating partners with Him.

#3
ALLAH’S ONENESS IN HIS PERFECTION

Tawheed in Names and Attributes



the three types of tawheed
ONENESS

IN HIS PERFECTIONS
(Tawheed in His 

Names and Attributes)

ONENESS
IN HIS ACTIONS

(Tawheed 
Ar Ruboobiyah)

ONENESS
IN HIS WORSHIP

(Tawheed 
Al Uloohiyah)

RELATION BETWEEN

INPUT INPUT

OUTPUT



Nullify our Tawheed

MAJOR SHIRK
MAJOR DISBELIEF

MAJOR HYPOCRISY

ACTIONS THAT

When we have something precious, 
it is essential to protect it from any

potential harm. In light of this, we need to
know that increase in knowledge of Allah

will ultimately increase our tawheed.
 In addition, we need to protect our belief
in tawheed from what may decrease it 
OR EVEN WORSE, NULLIFY IT TOTALLY.



can be outward, such as shirk of those who worship
idols and graves or the dead. Or it may be hidden, like
those who put their trust in other gods or the shirk and

kufr of the hypocrites.

Major Shirk?

MAJOR SHIRK

WHAT IS

Where Tawheed is the belief in the Oneness of Allah,
shirk is associating a partner with Allah. 



Major Shirk

IN HIS NAMES &
ATTRIBUTES

It is to say anything that implies less than
perfection for Allah, for example saying that
He is part of a trinity.

IN HIS
WORSHIP

The object of worship is called an ilah (اله)
and it is anything that you are attached to
out of love, hope, and fear whilst
magnifying it - this can be his desires,
money, idols or beauty.

IN HIS
ACTIONS

To believe that someone with their own
ability and power can provide for you, or
guide you independent of Allah is shirk, as
these are the actions of Allah alone.



To believe that someone with their own
ability and power can provide for you, or
guide you independent of Allah is shirk, as

these are the actions of Allah alone.

TO ATTRIBUTE AN ACTION THAT BELONGS TO

to another is Major Shirk

Allah alone



An 'ilah' is anything that one is attached to
with love, hope and fear. 

Shaitan will make one think a certain object
or person is perfect, so that he begins to

magnify it, attach to it with love, hope and
fear. Slowly this attachment will grow until

one's actions and speech shows that 
he worships this “ilah”. 

WHAT IS

Shirk in worship?



Allah’s names are both names and attributes, when we say
for example, that Allah alone is the Khaaliq (Creator), 

Al Aleem (All-Knowing), these are names that have
attached attributes of creation and knowledge. So when a

person credits one of the creation to have these attributes, 

THIS IS SHIRK.

WHAT IS SHIRK IN THE

Names and Attributes of Allah?



KUFR MEANS TO COVER UP SOMETHING.
Kufr is every belief, saying, action or abstention that nullifies

the faith. It also includes the covering or concealing of the
truth whether by belief, words, actions, or to leave

something that is obliged.

WHAT IS

Major Disbelief (Kufr)



The truth is clear, but the kafir
conceals the clear truth in different
ways. Disbelief of denial is to either

deny in belief, deny in words, deny in
actions, or to deny it by leaving it.

TYPES OF DISBELIEF (KUFR)

Disbelief of Denial



A believer’s faith is based on certainty,
without any doubt. This kufr shows that the
person neither accepts the truth, nor does
he fully deny it, rather he sits on the fence
of doubt. This illustrates a lack of belief to

the extent that he doubts what is fully
apparent in the religion, hence this is kufr.

TYPES OF DISBELIEF (KUFR)

Disbelief of Doubt



This refers to a person who denies the
truth out of arrogance, following his

desires (هوى). For example, Iblis knew that
Allah (هلالج لج) is the Most Wise, Most

Knowledgeable; he knew that he should
prostrate to Adam, but he refused

because of his desires/his arrogance.

TYPES OF DISBELIEF (KUFR)

Disbelief of Arrogance



Mockery is the result of not elevating and magnifying
the religion in the heart. It includes To make fun of
the truth or the carrier of the truth, and it can be

both in words and actions. For example, to make fun
of paradise or the hellfire. the Day of Judgement, of
the symbols of Allah. For a believer there is nothing
that holds a higher rank than Allah and His deen, so

he would abhor the concept of making fun of it. 

TYPES OF DISBELIEF (KUFR)

Disbelief of Insulting and Mocking



To hate any aspect of the deen of Allah, 
His legislation or news. Such a person might love
everything, but hates one ayah, or he might love 

the legislation, but hates one aspect of it, 
or he may have hatred for the believers.

LOVE IS A CONDITION OF LAA ILAAHA ILLA ALLAH
TO BE A TRUE BELIEVER.

TYPES OF DISBELIEF (KUFR)

Disbelief of Hate



Such a person doesn’t want to hear the commands of
Allah. He doesn’t want to hear about Allah, about the

Quran or about His Laws. This includes the person who 
TURNS AWAY FROM SUBMITTING HIMSELF TO ALLAH.

TYPES OF DISBELIEF (KUFR)

Disbelief of Turning Away



This is the worst type of disbelief
and results in the worst of

punishments in the hellfire. This
disbelief is to show acceptance
and belief on the outside but
having rejection, hatred and

denial within the heart.

TYPES OF DISBELIEF (KUFR)

Disbelief of Hypocrisy



The definition of hypocrisy is to hide something, and
to show something opposite to what is hidden, it

therefore follows that a hypocrite is a liar. 
MAJOR HYPOCRISY IS HYPOCRISY IN BELIEF

WHAT IS

Major Hypocrisy?



They lack in obedience, display laziness and
heaviness while doing the obligations

the hypocrites
CHARACTERISTICS OF

Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allâh, but it is He Who deceives them. And when they
stand up for As-Salât (the prayer), they stand with laziness and to be seen of men, and they

do not remember Allâh but little (Surah An Nisa’a 142)



COWARDLY AND LADEN WITH FEAR

the hypocrites
CHARACTERISTICS OF

They swear by Allâh that they are truly of you while they are not of you, but they are a
(people (hypocrites) who are afraid (that you may kill them 

(Surah At Tawbah 56)



THEY CHANGE THEIR COLORS, CHEAT AND ARE UNSTABLE

the hypocrites

They are) swaying between this and that, belonging neither to these nor to those, and he
whom Allâh sends astray, you will not find for him a way (to the truth - Islâm). 

(Surah An Nisa’a 143)

CHARACTERISTICS OF

Their speech shows instability, lying so much that they have to
keep adding to their lies to cover up. The hypocrites change their

colours according to their situation and environment.



Being miserly towards you (as regards help and aid in Allâh's cause). Then
when fear comes, you will see them looking to you, their eyes revolving like
(those of) one over whom hovers death, but when the fear departs, they will
smite you with sharp tongues, miserly towards (spending anything in any)

good (and only covetous of booty and wealth). Such have not believed.
Therefore Allâh makes their deeds fruitless, and that is ever easy for Allâh)

(Surah Al Ahzab 19)

THEY LACK MODESTY AND POSSESS SHARP TONGUES

the hypocrites
CHARACTERISTICS OF



The hypocrites do not feel honoured with Islam,
rather they feel it makes them inferior and less.

THE HYPOCRITE FEELS INFERIOR
 IN FRONT OF THE DISBELIEVERS

the hypocrites
CHARACTERISTICS OF



the hypocrites
MOCKING ALLAH, HIS MESSENGER (PEACE BE UPON HIM),

THE QUR'AN & THE BELIEVERS

ACTIONS OF

If you ask them (about this), they declare: "We were only talking idly and joking." Say: "Was it at
Allah, and His Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) and His Messenger
(SAW) that you were mocking?" Make no excuse; you have disbelieved after you had believed. If

We pardon some of you, We will punish others amongst you because they were Mujrimun
(disbelievers, polytheists, sinners, criminals, etc.).

(Surah At Tawbah, 65, 66)



the hypocrites
INSULT ALLAH (هلالج لج), HIS MESSENGER (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) OR BELIE THEM

ACTIONS OF

And among them are men who annoy the Prophet (Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and say: "He is (lending his)
ear (to every news)." Say: "He listens to what is best for you; he believes in Allâh; has faith in the

believers; and is a mercy to those of you who believe." But those who hurt Allâh's Messenger
(Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) will have a painful torment (Surah At Tawbah 61)



the hypocrites
DIVERT THE PEOPLE AWAY FROM ALLAH 

AND FROM LEARNING

ACTIONS OF

And when it is said to them: "Come to what Allâh has sent down and to the Messenger
(Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)," you (Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) see the hypocrites turn away from you (Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

with aversion. (Surah An Nisa’a 61)



the hypocrites
THE HYPOCRITES PREFER THE JUDGEMENT 

AND RULINGS OF DISBELIEVERS

ACTIONS OF

Have you seen those (hypocrites) who claim that they believe in that which has been sent down to
you, and that which was sent down before you, and they wish to go for judgement (in their

disputes) to the Tâghût (false judges) while they have been ordered to reject them. But Shaitân
(Satan) wishes to lead them far astray. )Surah An Nisa’a 60)



Tawheed
MAJOR
SHIRK

ACTIONS THAT NULLIFY

MAJOR
DISBELIEF

MAJOR
HYPOCRISY

In the Actions of
Allah (هلالج لج)
In the worship of
Allah (هلالج لج)
In the Names
and Attributes
of Allah (هلالج لج)

Hypocrisy
Turning away
Hatred
Mockery
Arrogance
Doubt
Denial

Characteristics
of the
hypocrites
Actions of
Hypocrites



What is

These are matters that reduce our belief in the tawheed,
and if the symptoms go untreated, it may totally nullify

the belief in the tawheed. Similar to any sickness, if a
person does not seek treatment then the sickness will

continue to increase and eventually become fatal.
For example, if minor shirk such as riyaa (showing off) is

left untreated, then it can lead to major shirk.

NAWAAQIS AT TAWHEED?
DIMINISHERS OF TAWHEED



The literal meaning is ‘exaggeration’ in praise., For
example, the Christians exaggerated by saying Eisa
was the son of God instead of a prophet (عليه السالم)

and a slave . Another example of how people
exaggerate with the creation is by attributing to the
creation an ability that does not belong to them, for
example the stars were created to beautify the night

sky, and for  determining direction, but people use
them for fortune telling.

Nullifiers of Tawheed
#1

OVER-PRAISE OF RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE

THREE ACTIONS THAT CAN LEAD TO



ASSOCIATING WITH ALLAH IN SEEKING BLESSING: 
it is shirk when you believe that another person
can give you blessings (barakah) independently

of Allah. 
 

INNOVATIONS IN SEEKING BLESSINGS: 
to invent matters of having blessings while there

is no evidence for it, such as believing that by
touching someone  then you will get blessings. 

Or by touching the walls of the Ka’aba or wiping
cloth over it then it’s blessings (barakah).

Nullifiers of Tawheed
#2

SEEKING BLESSING IN A PROHIBITED WAY

THREE ACTIONS THAT CAN LEAD TO

(BELIEF IN THE ONENESS OF ALLAH)



In Islam when a person dies then his grave needs to be
leveled and flat, not elevated. However, shaitan enticed

man slowly with time, to elevate graves of the ‘righteous’,
embellish them, placing on them candles and flowers.

Nullifiers of Tawheed
#3

ELEVATING THE GRAVES

THREE ACTIONS THAT CAN LEAD TO

(BELIEF IN THE ONENESS OF ALLAH)



Decrease Tawheed

#1
MINOR SHIRK

ACTIONS THAT

NAWAAQIS AT TAWHEED

#1
MINOR DISBELIEF

#1
MINOR HYPOCRISY

If one persists in either of these three, it can lead to
major shirk or major disbelief or major hypocrisy.



Decrease Tawheed

#1
MINOR SHIRK

ACTIONS THAT

NAWAAQIS AT TAWHEED

heart: such as showing off
tongue: taking an oath by other than Allah
actions: wearing amulets

Minor shirk is a major sin, and the deed in
which minor shirk is committed will be nullified,
so the person has no reward for it. Minor shirk

requires expiation and purification prior to
entering paradise. Minor shirk can be by the:



Ingratitude for the blessings and denying goodness from others
Killing a Muslim
To insult someone’s lineage
Wailing over the dead
For a slave to escape from his master
To take a father’s name / family name other than yours

There are six practices which are categorized as minor disbelief, making
the person partially resemble a disbeliever.

Decrease Tawheed

#2
MINOR DISBELIEF

ACTIONS THAT

NAWAAQIS AT TAWHEED



To lie intentionally
To break a promise
To exaggerate when in conflict
To not fulfill the covenant
Betray  what you're entrusted with
showing-off in good deeds
Expressing affection and closeness for someone while hating
them, and talking behind their backs in manner they wouldn't like

Hypocrisy is the pretense of having a virtuous character, or religious
belief outwardly whilst one conceals contrary feelings in the heart. 
Types of Minor Hypocrisy are:

Decrease Tawheed
03 - MINOR HYPOCRISY

ACTIONS THAT

NAWAAQIS AT TAWHEED



Bida’ah means to invent something
new in the religion. 

Allah created us to worship Him and
He sent the Prophet (peace be upon

him) to show us how to perform these
acts of worship in a manner that Allah

is pleased with and accepts.

Bida’ah?
WHAT IS



Belief
Speech
Actions
or the leaving of something  

Bida’ah in the deen is every 
1.
2.
3.
4.

that is done as a worship for
Allah not following the Sunnah.

Bida’ah in the religion?
WHAT IS



Bida’ah in the foundational beliefs began to arise when Islam
spread outwards and started to adopt the philosophies of other

groups. Believers affirm exactly what Allah and the Prophet (peace
be upon him) affirm without changing or distorting the speech. For
example, Muslims believe that Allah is above the seventh heaven,

He rose over His throne in a manner that suits His majesty.
 IT IS A BIDA’AH IN THE BELIEF TO SAY THAT 

ALLAH IS EVERYWHERE.

Bida’ah in belief?
WHAT IS



Bida’ah in speech does not take a person out of Islam but it reduces
their tawheed while the action is considered haram. The deen is to
be followed in the path of the Prophet (peace be upon him), he is

the guide that Allah chose for mankind, if we do not follow this
straight path that Allah chose for us, then we will be misled. 

For example, repeating the names of Allah a certain number of
times, or saying the name over and over is considered a bida’ah.

Bida’ah in speech?
WHAT IS



These are actions which are done as a worship
but are not in accordance to the Sunnah of the

Prophet (peace be upon him). When one
bida’ah is practiced, it eliminates a Sunnah.

A commonly practiced bida’ah is to set aside a
day as special for specific forms of worship

when such a day which is not legislated in the
Sunnah, such as the 15th of Sha’ban, Isra’a and

Mi’raj or the birthday of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him).

Bida’ah in actions?
WHAT IS



This refers to abstaining from something 
that is permissible as part of a worship. For

example, to remain unmarried in order to be
devoted to the deen. This is not from the way

of the Prophet (peace be upon him), so it is not
considered a worship. Allah does not want

difficulty for man; rather Allah wants ease for
us, but when we leave the straight path, we

take the path of difficulty and one that goes
against our fitrah, and ultimately it does not

benefit us in the akhira.

Bida’ah in leaving something?
WHAT IS



Knowing the rights of the leader helps develop 
STRONG, STABLE SOCIETIES.

Leadership

O you who believe! Obey Allâh and obey the Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), and those of you
(Muslims) who are in authority. (Surah An Nisa’a 59)

Believers are instructed to listen and obey with goodness
Leaders should be advised if they fall into error but it must be in private: it is not
permissible to talk behind their back or to have open discussions with others, as
this does not bring about any benefit.
It is forbidden to go against the leaders even if they do injustice: Included here is
the obedience to a teacher, or a boss and not speaking ill of them to others.

Rights of the one in charge:



The believers need to hold tight to the rope of
Allah together, as this is their strength.  When
we separate, it will cause weakness within us.

Group

It is not permissible to cause division in the religion
Do not be a means of trial (fitna) between the Muslims
Believers should primarily deal with other Muslims with good
intentions
Similarly, we need to take the speech of others in its best meaning,
thinking the best of what is said
If someone has apparent stubbornness and bad intent, it is still not
permissible to delve deeply into their plots and to spy on them

What are the Rights of a Group?

And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allâh (i.e. this
Qur'ân), and be not divided among yourselves (Surah Al Imran 103)



The Companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him)
are those who met the Prophet (peace be upon him) in

his lifetime, believed in him and died on this belief

Companions of the Prophet

This is an important basic principle which the Muslims
should adhere to, namely loving and respecting the
Sahabah (companions), because that is part of faith.

Hating them or hating one of them is 
kufr and hypocrisy.



Awliya Allah are the ones who believe in Allah and have
taqwa (piety). Awliya are not saints and we do not know

who are awliya Allah. They don't know the unseen.

Awliya

No doubt! Verily, the Auliyâ' of Allâh [i.e. those who believe in the Oneness of Allâh and fear
Allâh much (abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which he has forbidden), and love
Allâh much (perform all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained)], no fear shall come

upon them nor shall they grieve, (62) Those who believed (in the Oneness of Allâh - Islâmic
Monotheism), and used to fear Allâh much (by abstaining from evil deeds and sins and by

doing righteous deeds) (63) (Surah Yunus 62-63)



COPYRIGHT © 2020 
BY AL SALAM ISLAMIC CENTER. 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
THIS BOOK IS NOT FOR SALE.


