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() ا&%$#م!  1!س-م! اهللا# ا&%ح-,ٰ+
 4َ ح+و-لَ و+ 4َ ق;و9ة7 إ45% ب!اهللا# 

ُد بُْن  ثََنا َح'َّ ثََنا وَكِيٌع، َحدَّ ٍد، َحدَّ ثََنا َعِيلُّ بُْن ُمَحمَّ َحدَّ
نَِجيٍح، - وَكَاَن ثَِقًة - َعْن أFَِ ِعْمرَاَن الَْجْوِ?ِّ، َعْن ُجْنُدِب 

بِْن َعبِْد اللَِّه، قَاَل كُنَّا َمَع النَِّبيِّ ـ صىل الله عليه وسلم ـ 
َونَْحُن ِفتْيَاٌن َحزَاِورٌَة فَتََعلَّْمَنا اِإل\َاَن قَبَْل أَْن نَتََعلََّم الُْقرْآَن 

ثُمَّ تََعلَّْمَنا الُْقرْآَن فَازَْدْدنَا ِبِه إِ\َانًا " . 

It was narrated that Jundub bin 
‘Abdullah said: "We were with the 
Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), and we were strong 
youths, so we learned faith before we 
learned Qur'an. Then we learned 
Qur'an and our faith increased 
thereby.” (Sunan Ibn Majah Book 1, Hadith 64)  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إِنَّ الَْحْمَد لِلَِّه نَْحَمُدُه َونَْستَِعيُنُه ونستغفره 
ونعوذ بالله من رشور أنفسنا ومن سيئات 

أع'لنا َمْن يَْهِدِه اللَُّه فََال ُمِضلَّ لَُه َوَمْن يُْضلِْل 
فََال َهاِدَي لَُه َوأَْشَهُد أَْن َال إِلََه إِالَّ اللَُّه َوْحَدُه َال 

ًدا َعبُْدُه َورَُسولُُه.   يَك لَُه َوأَنَّ ُمَحمَّ َرشِ
قال الله تعاىل: 

 
(سورة آل عمران 103) 

وقال تعاىل: 

 
(سورة النسآء 1) 

وقال تعاىل: 

 
 (سورة األحزاب 70-71) 

فإن أَْصَدُق الَْحِديِث كِتَاُب اللَِّه تََعاَىل َوأَْحَسُن الَْهْدِي 
ٍد صىل الله عليه وسلم َوَرشُّ األُُموِر  َهْدُي ُمَحمَّ

ُمْحَدثَاتَُها وَكُلُّ ُمْحَدثٍَة ِبْدَعٌة وَكُلُّ ِبْدَعٍة َضاللٌَة وَكُلُّ 
َضاللٍَة ِيف النَّاِر. 
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Preface
All thanks and praise is due to Allah, we seek 
His help and forgiveness. We seek refuge in 
Allah from the evil within ourselves and the 
consequences of our evil deeds. Whoever Allah 
guides will never be led astray, and whoever 
Allah leads astray will never find guidance. I 
bear witness there is no God but Allah, alone 
without any partners, and I bear witness that 
Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger. 

Allah the Exalted said, “O you who have 
believed, fear Allah as He should be feared 
and do not die except as Muslims in 
submission to Him.” (3:102) 

And the Exalted said, “O mankind, fear your 
Lord, who created you from one soul and 
created from it its mate and dispersed from 
both of them many men and women. And fear 
Allah, through whom you ask one another, 
and the wombs. Verily, Allah is ever watching 
over you.” (4:1) 

And the Exalted said, “O you who have 
believed, fear Allah and speak words of 
appropriate justice.  He will then amend for 
you your deeds and forgive your sins, and 
whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger has 
c e r t a i n l y a t t a i n e d a g r e a t 
attainment.” (33:70-71) 

Verily, the most truthful speech is the Book of 
Allah, the best guidance is the guidance of 
Muhammad, and the worst affairs are newly 
invented matters. Every newly invented matter 
is a religious innovation, and every religious 
innovation is misguidance, and every 
misguidance is in the Hellfire.



Introduction (المقدمة) 

Belief is like a firm knot in the heart. The firmness of our actions is dependent 
on how tight is the 'knot'. The pillars of faith should be 'knotted' in our heart so 
it cannot be undone. The pillars of faith are belief in Allah, His Angels, His 
Books, His Messengers, The Last Day, and His Decree, both good and bad.  

Allah (هلالج لج) gives us a parable of the importance of these firm roots in Surah 
Ibrahim.   

 

 
See you not how Allâh sets forth a parable - A goodly word as a goodly tree, whose root 
is firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky (i.e. very high). (24) Giving its fruit at 

all times, by the Leave of its Lord and Allâh sets forth parables for mankind in order that 
they may remember. (25)) (Surah Ibrahim 24-25) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This tree is like a believer, with strong belief in the pillars of faith, these beliefs 
will cause such a person to do righteous accepted good deeds, and he would 
reflect this by always showing excellence in manners. 
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A Goodly Word

Roots

Branches

Fruits

There is none worthy of worship except Allah 
 , اله ا, ا[ (هلالج لج)

Faith (ا\يمان) 

Accepted righteous good deeds (اعمال صالحة) 

Good manners (أخ_ق حميدة)



The roots, like faith cannot be seen but they are the “secret” of the firmness 
and strength of the tree. So, when a trial comes to such a believer, due to his 
strong belief, he is able to confront the situation with fortitude, and he is left 
standing tall after the storm. 
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Pillars of Faith (أركان ا?يمان) 

The Pillars of Faith are to believe in:  

The evidence is found in Surah Al Baqarah 285 and Hadith Jibreel. 

 

  

The Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) believes in what has been sent down to him from his Lord and (so 

do) the believers. Each one believes in Allâh, His Angels, His Books, and His 
Messengers. (They say), "We make no distinction between one another of His 

Messengers" and they say, "We hear, and we obey. (We seek) Your Forgiveness, our 
Lord, and to You is the return (of all). (Surah Al Baqarah 2:285) 
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Allah (هلالج لج) (الله)

His Angels (ئكتهFم)

His Books (كتبه)

His Messengers (رسله)

The Last Day (خرIاليوم ا)

Decree – good and bad (القدر خيره و شره)



عـن عـمر بـن الخـطاب، ريض الـله عـنه ، قـال  " بين' نـحن جـلوس عـند رسول الـله، صىل الـله عـليه وسـلم ذات يوم إذ طـلع 
عـينا رجـل شـديـد بـياض الـثياب ، شـديـد سـواد الـشعر، ال يـرى عـليه أثـر الـسفر، وال يـعرفـه مـنا أحـد، حـتى جـلس إىل 
الـنبي ،صىل الـله عـليه وسـلم ، فـأسـند ركـبتيه إىل ركـبتيه، ووضـع كـفيه عىل فخـذيـه وقـال: يـا محـمد أخرب? عـن اإلسالم، 
 êفـقال: رسول الـله صىل الـله عـليه وسـلم: اإلسالم أن تشهـد أن ال إلـه إال الـله ، وأن محـمداً رسول الـله وتـقيم الـصالة، وتـؤ
الزكـاة ، وتـصوم رمـضان ، وتـحج الـبيت إن اسـتطعت إلـيه سـبيالً. قـال صـدقـت. فـعجبنا لـه يـسألـه ويـصدقـه! قـال : فـأخرب? 
عـن اإل\ـان. قـال أن تـؤمـن بـالـله، ومـالئـكته، وكـتبه ورسـله، والـيوم اآلخـر، وتـؤمـن بـالـقدر خïه ورشه. قـال صـدقـت. قـال 
راك. قـال: فـأخرب? عـن الـساعـة. قـال: مـا  راه فـإنـه يـ راه؛ فـإن ö تـكن تـ فـأخرب? عـن اإلحـسان . قـال أن تـعبد الـله كـأنـك تـ
املـسؤول عـنها بـأعـلم مـن الـسائـل. قـال : فأخرب? عـن أمـاراتـها قـال: أن تـلد األمـة ربـتها، وأن ترى الـحفاة الـعراة الـعالـة رعـاء 
الـشاء يـتطالـون يف الـبنيان. ثـم انـطلق، فـلبثت مـلياً، ثـم قـال: يـا عـمر أتـدري مـن الـسائـل؟ قـلت: الـله ورسـولـه أعـلم. قـال: 

فإنه جربيل أتاكم يعلمكم أمر دينكم" 

Umar bin Al-Khattab (May Allah (هلالج لج) be pleased with them) said: Once we were 
sitting in the company of the Messenger of Allah (هلالج لج) (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) when there appeared a 
man dressed in extremely white clothes and having extraordinary black hair. No 
signs of fatigue of journey appeared on him and he was known to none of us. He 
sat down facing the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) leaning his knees against the knees of the 
Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and placing both of his palms over his two thighs and said, "O 
Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)! Tell me about Islam". He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) replied, "Islam is to testify that 
none has the right to be worshipped but Allah (هلالج لج), and that Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) is 
the Messenger of Allah (هلالج لج); that you observe Salat (prayers), pay Zakat, observe 
Saum (fasting) of Ramadan and perform Hajj (pilgrimage) of the House of Allah 
 provided you have resources of making the journey to it." He replied: "You ,(هلالج لج)
have spoken the truth." We were surprised to see that he had asked him and 
confirmed the correctness of the answers. He then enquired: "Tell me about 
Iman." He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: "It is to believe in Allah (هلالج لج), His Angels, His Books, His 
Messengers and the Last Day and that you believe in Qadr (preordainment/
destiny), its good and bad consequences." He said, "You have spoken the truth." 
He then enquired: "Tell me about Ihsan." He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "It is to worship Allah (هلالج لج) 
as if you are seeing Him; and although you do not see Him, He sees you." He 
enquired: "Inform me about the Hour (i.e., the Day of Resurrection)." He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 
replied, "I have no more knowledge thereof than you". He said, "Inform me about 
some of its signs." He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "They are - that a bondswoman gives birth to her 
own master, and that you will find the barefooted, naked, poor shepherds 
competing one another in the construction of tall buildings." Then he departed. 
The Messenger of Allah (هلالج لج) (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) kept silent for a while then he said to me, "O 
'Umar! Do you know who the questioner was?" I replied, "Allah (هلالج لج) and His 
Messenger know better." The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "He was Jibreel (Gabriel); he 
came to you to teach you your religion.” (Muslim Book 1, Hadith 60) 
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Foundation of Tawheed 
 (أساس التوحيد) 

The foundation of a Muslim’s belief is the belief in the Oneness of Allah (هلالج لج); 
this is called “tawheed” (التوحيد). 

A believer is firm in his faith that none has the right to be worshipped except 
the One true God, Allah (هلالج لج). This is the first declaration made by someone who 
enters Islam “]اشهد ان , اله ا, ا”. 

This is to bear witness, without doubt that the only One worthy of attachment 
with magnification and love is Allah (هلالج لج) (]عظيما ا, اcccccحبة و تcccccتعلق مcccccتحق الcccccد يسcccccأح ,). The 
Only Creator of the heavens and the Earth, the only Sustainer of all that exists, 
the Ever-Living, Who never dies, Who never tires looking after His creation, to 
Whom belongs everything in the heavens and the Earth, The All Mighty Who 
needs no one yet all of the creation need Him. Therefore He alone is worthy of 
our worship. 

When the Prophet ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was asked by the disbelievers ‘Who is Allah (هلالج لج), Whom 
you worship”, the reply to the answer was revealed by Allah (هلالج لج) in Surah Al 
Ikhlas: 

 
Say (O Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)): "He is Allah, (the) One, The Unique 

 
"“The Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need, He neither eats nor drinks” 

 
"He begets not, nor was He begotten; 

 
"And there is none co-equal or comparable unto Him.“ 
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Two Pillars of the statement  
“There is no One worthy of worthy of 

worship except Allah (هلالج لج)”  

 (ركنا هذه الكلمة) (? اله ا? الله)

Grammatically, this is a very powerful statement as we negate all others as 
having any right of worship except the one who deserves it due to His 
perfection. This is the purification of the heart from attachment to other than 
Allah (هلالج لج), prior to its beautification by tawheed. Hence the first part purifies 
the heart from any false attachment, and the second part places the 
attachment where it deserves. 

Therefore, a believer in the Oneness of Allah (هلالج لج), makes dua to Allah (هلالج لج) alone, 
seeks provision from Allah (هلالج لج) alone, flees to Allah (هلالج لج) alone for his every need 
and avoids seeking fulfillment from the creation. 
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Except Allah (هلالج لج) (ا? الله) 
You confirm that divinity is for Allah (هلالج لج) alone.  
You only turn to Him and go to Him (اثبات ا,لوهية).

There is no One worthy of worship (اله ?) 
You negate all divinity from anyone  
besides Allah (هلالج لج)(]نفي ا,لوهية غير ا). 



The importance of this word (مكانة هذه الكلمة) 

It’s the first pillar of Islam and Iman (مانQQم و ا?يFQQان ا?سQQن أركQQن مQQأول رك). It’s 

a prerequisite to any form of worship and the cornerstone of belief. 

First obligation (أول واجب): we enter Islam by these words  (]اله ا, ا ,). 

Last obligation (بQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQر واجQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQآخ): a believer needs to live and die on these 

words (]ه ا, اccccccccccccccccccال ,). The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said the one whose last words are (, 
  .will enter paradise (اله ا, ا[

َعْن ُمَعاِذ بِْن َجبٍَل، قَاَل قَاَل رَُسوُل اللَِّه صىل الله عليه وسلم  "َمْن كَاَن آِخُر كَالَِمِه الَ إِلََه إِالَّ اللَُّه َدَخَل الَْجنََّة ". 

Narrated Mu’adh bin Jabal : The Messenger of Allah (هلالج لج) (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) as saying: 
If anyone's last words are "There is no god but Allah (هلالج لج)" he will enter 
Paradise. (Sunan Abi Dawud 3116, Book 21,Hadith 28) 

Acceptance of deeds is dependent on it (قبول ا$عمال متوقف عليها): (]ه ا, اcال ,) 

belief in the oneness of Allah (هلالج لج) (tawheed) is a prerequisite for any deed 
to be accepted. Good deeds are only rewarded in the hereafter for the 
one who declares “There is no one worthy of worship except Allah (هلالج لج)”( , 
 (.اله ا, ا[

The difference between  
a believer, disbeliever and a hypocrite 

believes in (]ه ا, اccccccccccccccccccال ,) in the heart and acts upon it. (Same 
inside and out). 

doesn’t believe in it – (same inside and out).  

might be acting on it from the outside but doesn’t believe in 
it inside his heart. So his inside is not the same as his 
outside. 
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1

2

3

4

Believer

Disbeliever

Hypocrite



Conditions of اله ا? الله ?  

Having understood the significance of these words, it is incumbent upon each 
of us to acquire deep knowledge about them, so that the tongue utters what is 
affirmed by the heart. Only then, will these words be our key to paradise. 

Throughout our lives, we are tested by Allah (هلالج لج) to see who is best in deeds: 

 
that He may test you which of you is best in deed. (Surah Al Mulk 67:2) 

The quickest answer to every test is ]ه ا, اccccccccccccccccccال ,. The believers who live by these 
words are those who have fully understood the conditions they entail and 
hence they are able to say these precious words as their last. 

The conditions of اله ا? الله ? are seven 
 

#1 
Knowledge 

Knowledge that banishes ignorance 
 (العلم منافي للجهل)

We need to have knowledge of Allah (هلالج لج) so that we may attach to Him. When 
we truly know Allah (هلالج لج) by His names and attributes, then He will suffice our 
every need. We will flee to Him for mercy, for guidance, to Ar Razzaq for 
provisions, to Ash Shaafi for cure, Al Ghafoor for forgiveness, Ar Rabb to 
reform and nurture. Our hearts will attach to and love the Only One Who 
deserves such magnification. This is the foundation of our deen. 
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#2 
Certainty 

Certainty that banishes doubt  
  (اليقQ منافي للشك)

Once we have gained knowledge, we need to affirm it in our heart, and have no 
doubt in it. Allah (هلالج لج) gives us knowledge first, and then He places us in 
situations to give us certainty of this knowledge. When we have certainty, we 
see the actions of Allah (هلالج لج) in the decree around us. Nothing of the changing 
situations around us should waver our belief in Allah (هلالج لج). Hence we will always 
be certain of His Mercy, His Forbearance, His Wisdom, no matter which tests 
or trials we go through. 

 

#3 
Acceptance 

Acceptance that banishes rejection  
 (القبول ا&نافي للرد)

When we have knowledge of the laws, legislation, and decree, then it is 
incumbent on every believer to accept them from Allah (هلالج لج), without 
questioning the wisdom, or reasoning behind it. We are given the most perfect 
examples of the Prophets in the Quran who accepted the decree of Allah (هلالج لج), 
such as Ibrahim م_cليه السcع Musa م_cليه السcع and Yusuf م_cليه السcع. On the other hand, 
there were the people of Quraish, who knew about the Oneness of Allah (هلالج لج), 
but could not submit to the laws of Islam. Acceptance necessitates a change 
from the person, for it to become visible in his dealings, manners and outlook. 
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#4 
Submission 

Submission that banishes its desistance  
 (ا,نقياد ا&نافي للترك)

The focus of all our worship is for Allah (هلالج لج) alone; we bow to Him, prostrate to 
Him, swear by Him, and call upon Him, following the Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) in 
obedience to Allah (هلالج لج). Submission needs to follow once we accept the truth. 
The uncle of the Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) Abu Taalib knew the truth but did not verbally 
submit with the tongue. Acceptance without submission will not avail a person. 
Submission comes from a heart that is completely attached to Allah (هلالج لج); 
therefore it cannot be forced upon anyone. 

#5  
Truthfulness 

Truthfulness that banishes falsehood  
 (الصدق منافي للكذب)

Before we do a deed, we need to check our intention behind it. We need to be 
truthful to Allah (هلالج لج) before doing any deed. A hypocrite might be physically 
submitting in prayer or fasting but he is not truthful in his intention, as he is 
acting for reasons other than the pleasure of Allah (هلالج لج).  

#6 
Ikhlas 

Ikhlas that banishes shirk  
  (ا,خ_ص ا&نافي للشرك)

When a believer does any deed it should be done sincerely for Allah (هلالج لج) alone. 
A believer is truthful before doing the deed and is sincere to Allah (هلالج لج) 
throughout the deed.  
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#7 

Love 
Love that banishes hatred  

 (ا&حبة ا&نافية للبغض)

The final condition is to love it. Love is the crown of all the conditions – you are 
a true slave when you love ]اله ا, ا ,. 

The conditions of اله ا? الله ? are seven 

Knowledge that banishes ignorance 
Certainty that banishes doubt 

Acceptance that banishes rejection 
Submission that banishes its desistance  
Truthfulness that banishes falsehood 

Ikhlas that banishes shirk  
Love that banishes hatred  
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Worship (العبادة) 

Allah (هلالج لج) says in Surah Ad Dhariyat 56: 

 
And I (Allâh) created not the jinn and mankind  

except that they should worship Me (Alone). 

Allah (هلالج لج) created us for the sole purpose of worshipping Him alone.  

Linguistically ادةcccccبcccccعccccccccccccccccccال  (worship) means (لccccccccccccccccccذلcccccتccccccccccccccccccال) – surrendering, submission, 
humiliation. It also means a paved road, a path that is walked upon or 
something smooth.  

In Islam, worship is a collective name for all that Allah (هلالج لج) loves and is pleased 
with from speech and actions. (فعالCقوال و اCاسم جامع لكل ما يحبه ا[ و ريضاه من ا).  

Worship is therefore a harmony of the heart, body and limbs. The driving force 
for the worship is rooted within the heart. It is love. Love of Allah (هلالج لج) is the 
“head” of the worship (عبادةcccccccccccccرأس ال) without which an action cannot be considered 
true worship.  
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Pillars of worship (اركان العبادة) 

Worship should be built upon pillars, the utmost being the love of Allah (هلالج لج), 
and its support is fear and hope in Allah (هلالج لج). 

Imagine a bird, its body being the love, that is its main driving force. However 
in order to take flight, it needs two equal wings, these represent hope and fear. 
These three components are all needed for the worship, and the absence of one 
will result in an imbalance. 

Love (المحبة) 

 
A slave of Allah (هلالج لج) loves His Rabb with knowledge of Him. His heart is 
attached to Allah (هلالج لج) out of love and magnification of Him and His Perfections. 
He worships his Lord with happiness, as he is pleased to be doing the task he 
was created for. 

Hope (الرجاء) 

 
We worship Allah (هلالج لج) out of love, hoping for His Acceptance, hoping for His 
Pleasure, and hoping for His Forgiveness and Reward.  Hope should be a 
feeling that motivates a slave to keep striving. Allah (هلالج لج), the All Knowing 
Creator knows that man needs to feel a sense of hope, so He (هلالج لج) gave us many 
ayaat in the Quran to motivate us. However with too much hope, we may lose 
balance; this is why we need something else to balance our flight. 

Fear (الخوف) 

 
We need to have enough fear to keep us away from doing anything that 
displeases Allah (هلالج لج). We need to fear the Day we will stand before Allah (هلالج لج), 
fear His Punishment, and fear that He is a witness over all our actions.  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Fear and hope need to be in perfect balance, an extreme in either 
would cause a detrimental imbalance in our worship. 

In conclusion, it can be said that if a person falls short in their worship, they 
need to look at these three pillars to determine where their shortfall lies. For 
example, if the worship seems like a heavy burden on you, then you need to 
gain knowledge and increase in the love of Allah (هلالج لج). If you are feeling secure 
without worshipping Allah (هلالج لج), then perhaps you are in need of  increasing 
your fear of Allah (هلالج لج), fear Him accounting you, and fear His recompense. If 
you have negative whispers from shaitan that your worship will not be 
accepted, or feel that you have wronged yourself greatly, then don’t give up in 
the mercy of Allah (هلالج لج), rather increase your hope in Allah (هلالج لج), hope for His 
forgiveness, and hope for His pardoning. Be a doctor for your own symptoms.  

Messengers were sent with both glad tidings and warning, this is another 
example of the balance present in Islam. Too much fear paralyzes a person so 
they cannot move forward in worship, whereas too much hope fills a person 
with false security, and such a person does not account himself. 
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Conditions of Worship (شروط العبادة) 

In order for worship to be accepted, it needs to fulfill all the conditions. If one 
condition is missing then it will not be acceptable.  
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Following the Sunnah (ا?تباع) 
We need to follow the sunnah of 
the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) in worship. If 

we invent in the religion then it 
will not be accepted. Worship is  
obedience to Allah (هلالج لج), following 

the way of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص).

Sincerity (صFا?خ) 
Worship needs to be done sincerely for the sake of Allah (هلالج لج). If 

any action lacks sincerity, then the worship will not be accepted. We 
need to have sincerity throughout an act of worship. The opposite of 
sincerity is shirk, which means you do a deed for other than Allah 

 We need to constantly struggle to achieve sincerity in our deeds .(هلالج لج)
and abstain from having any goal other than the Pleasure of Allah 
 Other ulterior motives for good deeds could be the desire of .(هلالج لج)

praise from people or to gain any worldly benefits.



Tawheed  
Oneness of Allah (هلالج لج) (التوحيد) 

The word tawheed comes from دccccccccccccccccccوح   which means to make something “one”. 

Believing in the Oneness of Allah (هلالج لج) was the call of all the Prophets. To believe 
in the Oneness of Allah (هلالج لج) is the first and the greatest of the commands of 
Allah (هلالج لج). On the other hand, the first and the greatest of prohibitions is shirk, 
associating partners with Allah (هلالج لج). Tawheed means being one slave for One 
Master.  The One Who created us, sustains us and will recompense us, hence  
He alone deserves our attachment and worship. 

Every child is born with the belief in the Oneness of Allah (هلالج لج). This is part of 
our natural disposition, with which every child is born with, called Fitrah. 

َدانِِه  َعْن أFَِ ُهَريْرََة قَاَل قَاَل رَُسوُل اللَِّه َصىلَّ اللَُّه َعلَيِْه َوَسلََّم َما ِمْن َمْولُوٍد إِالَّ يُولَُد َعَىل الِْفطْرَِة فَأَبََواُه يَُهوِّ
وَن ِفيَها ِمْن َجْدَعاَء ثُمَّ قَاَل أَبُو ُهَريْرََة  َسانِِه كََ' تُْنتَُج الْبَِهيَمُة بَِهيَمًة َجْمَعاَء َهْل تُِحسُّ َانِِه َوُ\َجِّ َويَُنرصِّ

َواقْرَُءوا إِْن ِشئْتُْم ِفطْرََة اللَِّه الَِّتي فَطََر النَّاَس َعلَيَْها َال تَبِْديَل لَِخلِْق اللَِّه 

Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah (هلالج لج), peace and blessings be upon 
him, said, “No one is born except upon natural instinct, then his parents turn him 
into a Jew or Christian or Magian. As an animal produces their young with 
perfect limbs, do you see anything defective?” Abu Huraira said, “Recite the 
verse if you wish: So set you (O Muhammad SAW) your face towards the religion 
of pure Islâmic Monotheism Hanifa (worship none but Allâh Alone) Allâh's Fitrah 
(i.e. Allâh's Islâmic Monotheism), with which He has created mankind. No change 
let there be in Khalqillâh (i.e. the Religion of Allâh Islâmic Monotheism), that is 
the straight religion, but most of men know not"” (30:30) (Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 1292, 
Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 2658) 

Fitrah shows that a child is born inherently ready, when he reaches an age of 
understanding, to choose the worship of Allah (هلالج لج) alone. As we get older, this 
tawheed may begin to decrease as we become surrounded by the tangible 
means. For example, when we are sick, our heart should flee to Allah (هلالج لج) for 
the cure before we think about other means, such as doctors or medicine. 
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These means are also given to us from Allah (هلالج لج) but our attachments and hope 
should lie with the Owner of all means, not the means itself.  

As the Day of Judgment approaches, the tests we face from the means are 
increasing. Science, for example makes a person believe that they can now 
“tailor-make” a baby, such means disturb the belief in the Oneness of Allah 
 s actions. The greatest trial man will face before the Day of Judgment is the’(هلالج لج)

trial of the Dajjal, the greatest trial of the means. May Allah (هلالج لج) protect us. 

The Quran narrates stories of the Prophets, and how strong their belief was in 
the Oneness of Allah (هلالج لج). For example, Zakkariya م_cccccليه السcccccعmade dua for a child 

in his old age, whilst his wife was also old and barren. Yet he  م_ccccccccccccccccccسcه الcيcلccccccccccccccccccع still 

made the dua for a child, as he was not looking at the means, rather his belief 
was in Allah (هلالج لج). The dua was therefore the result of his belief in Allah (هلالج لج). 

When we truly believe in the Oneness of Allah (هلالج لج), we will worship Him alone, 

having love, hope and fear of Him alone. However shaitan’s goal is to disturb 
this belief, he wants man to commit shirk. There are three categories of 
Tawhheed and it follows that shirk is also divided by the same categories. We 
will look at each one in detail ]ان شاء ا. 
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Categories of Tawheed (أقسام التوحيد) 

#1 
In His Actions  

   (في أفعاله)
Tawheed Ar Ruboobiyah 

 (توحيد الربوبية)

 

#2 
In His Worship  

   (في عبادته)
Tawheed Al Uloohiya  

 (توحيد ا$لوهية)

 

#3 
In His Perfection  

  (في كماله)
 Tawheed in Names and 

Attributes  
 (توحيد ا?سماء و الصفات)

 
The categories have a strong connection and we need to affirm our belief in all 
three to complete our tawheed. 

 

 #1 

Tawheed in His Actions (في أفعاله)   

Tawheed Ar Ruboobiyah (توحيد الربوبية) 

When we see the rain falling from the sky, we need to affirm that this is from 
the actions of Allah (هلالج لج). Not a leaf falls except by His command. He alone 
controls the affairs of the universe. Allah (هلالج لج) alone is the Creator, Sustainer 
and Disposer of all affairs. 

 
“And We send the winds fertilizing (to fill heavily the clouds with water), then 

caused the water (rain) to descend from the sky, and We gave it to you to drink, 
and it is not you who are the owners of its stores [i.e. to give water to whom you 

like or to withhold it from whom you like].” (Surah Al-Hijr 15:22) 

- -19



 
Is it you who cause it from the rainclouds to come down, or are We the Causer of 

it to come down? (Surah Al-Waqia 56:69) 

When we believe in tawheed ar ruboobiyah we will realize that it is Allah (هلالج لج) 
alone Who honors, promotes, grants victory, gives provisions, guides and so 
forth. Therefore our attachment will be to the Bestower of all.  It will free our 
hearts from any negativity towards those who may have more than us, and also 
from attaching to other than Allah (هلالج لج). 

Although the mushrikeen of the past believed in tawheed ar ruboobiyah, they 
believed that Allah (هلالج لج) was the only Creator and Sustainer, they still 
worshipped other than Him. 

 
And if you ask them who created them, they will surely say: "Allâh". How then 

are they turned away (from the worship of Allâh, Who created them)?  
(Surah Az Zukhruf 43:87) 

A Bedouin once approached the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and asked him, “Who raised the 
skies?” the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said “Allah (هلالج لج)”. Then he asked, “Who stretched the 
earth and mountains?” the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said “Allah (هلالج لج)”. Then he asked him, 
“Did the One Who did all of this make you a Messenger? He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said “yes”. 
Then the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) told him about the pillars of Islam, and the man took the 
shahada. Notice how clear his fitrah is! Then the man said I will perform only 
the pillars, nothing more or less. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) told the Companions this is 
a man of paradise (Sahih Muslim 12, Book 1, Hadith 10). This is the simplicity 
of the belief of a Muslim, yet we are deluded by the means and science around 
us. 
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Two things that negatively affect our belief in 
Tawheed Ar Ruboobiyah 

Life and death are creations of Allah (هلالج لج); Allah (هلالج لج) chooses when a 
woman conceives, the child she carries and the life span of the child.   

 
Who has created death and life, that He may test you which of you is best in 

deed. And He is the All-Mighty, the Oft-Forgiving  (Surah Al Mulk 67:2) 

Even when a person dies, the loved ones are asked, “How did he die?” Though 
it’s Allah (هلالج لج) who gives life and causes death.  

 
 Verily, We it is Who give life and cause death; and to Us is the final return. 

(Surah Qaf 50:43) 

We comprehend the actions of Allah (هلالج لج) through worldly means. His provision 
comes to us through means but we get attached to the means because it’s 
tangible. We start to give “power” to the means and forget the Most Powerful 
Allah (هلالج لج), Al Muqtadir, behind every means. 

As humans we tend to plan out our days, weeks, month and sometimes 
we think about years ahead. When things don’t go as we planned, we 
become anxious and stressed, forgetting that Allah (هلالج لج) is the One in 
charge of all affairs. 

 

And Allâh has full power and control over His Affairs, but most of men know not. 
(Surah Yusuf 12:21 (part of the ayah)) 
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Planning (تخطيط) 

Means (ا?سباب)



It is not wrong however, to plan ahead, rather, what is referred to here is the 
attachment and reliance we develop to the planning, attributing the success of 
a situation to our planning. So it’s the feeling of the heart that is the focus 
here; rather than the action itself. 

It is at a time of utter despair and desperation that a person’s true fitrah 
resurfaces again. For example, when an atheist is stuck in the middle of the 
sea, he will call on the one true God, as he no longer has any means to hang on 
to. Allah (هلالج لج) out of His Mercy and Forbearance saves him, but when he goes 
back on land, the tainted heart that associates partners with Allah (هلالج لج) returns. 

 

 
And when a wave covers them like shades (i.e. like clouds or the mountains of 
seawater), they invoke Allâh, making their invocations for Him only. But when 
He brings them safe to land, there are among them those that stop in between 

(Belief and disbelief). But none denies Our Signs except every perfidious ingrate. 
(Surah Luqman 31:32) 
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#2 

Oneness in His Worship (في عبادته)  

Tawheed Al Uloohiya (توحيد ا?لوهية) 

When a slave realizes that Allah (هلالج لج) alone is the One who gives life and causes 
death, that He alone is the Protector and the Guardian, that Allah (هلالج لج) alone is 
the One in charge of all affairs, He is the only Provider and the Giver of 
Bounties, it should be clear to him that Allah (هلالج لج) alone is therefore worthy of 
all worship. 

Verses of the Quran that command us to worship Allah (هلالج لج) alone always come 
with ayaat regarding His actions upon His creation. It is as if to say, worship 
Allah (هلالج لج) alone, and then Allah (هلالج لج) tells us why He is worthy of our worship. 
So verses about Ruboobiyah come with verses about Uloohiya. 

 

 
O mankind! Worship your Lord (Allâh), Who created you and those who were 

before you so that you may become Al-Muttaqûn. (21) Who has made the earth a 
resting place for you, and the sky as a canopy, and sent down water (rain) from 
the sky and brought forth therewith fruits as a provision for you. Then do not set 
up rivals unto Allâh (in worship) while you know (that He Alone has the right to 

be worshipped). (22) (Surah Baqarah 21-22) 

When we know the actions of Allah (هلالج لج), it should make us direct our actions of 
love, hope, fear, and reliance towards Him alone. We need to increase in 
knowledge about Allah (هلالج لج) so that we may worship Him alone. This is the main 
call of all the Prophets, to worship Allah (هلالج لج) alone without associating partners 
with Him.  

 
And I (Allâh) created not the jinn and mankind except that they should worship 

Me (Alone). (Surah Adh-Dhariyat 51:56) 
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#3 

Tawheed In His Perfection (في كماله) –  
Tawheed in Names and Attributes  

 (توحيد ا?سماء و الصفات)

All the names and attributes of Allah (هلالج لج) are perfect; there is none comparable 
to Him. Allah (هلالج لج) is One, Unique in all His Names and Attributes. His 
knowledge is perfect, His Wisdom is perfect, His seeing, hearing, and mercy is 
perfect. A believe attaches to Allah (هلالج لج) out of love and magnification due to His 
perfection in His names and attributes. 

 
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.  

(Surah ash-Shura 42:11) 

He is the Creator of all, and He alone is the One Who sustains His creation 
with generosity and wisdom. He is perfect in His nurturing, reforming His 
creation with mercy and knowledge.  

When we know about the perfection of Allah (هلالج لج)’s names and attributes it 
should lead us to worship Him alone, without associating partners with Him. 

 

 Types of Tawheed (اقسام التوحيد) 

 

 

Output 
The result is action aligned with the three types of Tawheed. 
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In His Perfections 
               (في كماله)

  توحيد ا?سماء و الصفات                             

In His 
Worship 
             (في عبادته)

توحيد ا?لوهية           

In His Actions 
       (في أفعاله)

توحيد الربوبية

Input Input



Actions that  
nullify our Tawheed 

    (نواقض التوحيد) 

When we have something precious, it is essential to protect it from any 
potential harm. In light of this, we need to know that increase in knowledge of 
Allah (هلالج لج) will ultimately increase our tawheed. In addition, we need to protect 
our belief in tawheed from what may decrease it or even worse, nullify it totally. 

If a person commits any of these actions, these remove the tawheed completely 
and it takes the person out of Islam. 

#1 
Major Shirk 

 (الشرك ا$كبر)

 

#2 
Major Disbelief  

 (الكفر ا$كبر)

 

#3 
Major Hypocrisy  

 (النفاق ا$كبر)

 
    

   

 

#1 

Major shirk (الشرك ا$كبر)   

Shirk means to ascribe a partner or rival to Allah (هلالج لج) in either His Lordship, in 
His worship or in His names and attributes (Note that a rival is a peer or 
counterpart). The texts of the Quran and Sunnah indicate that shirk may or 
may not put the person outside the tenet of Islam and this depends on the type 
of shirk that is committed. If it is major shirk, the person has left Islam, 
sometimes even without realising it. On the other hand, even though minor 

- -25



shirk is a major sin, it does not drive the Muslim out of the tenet of Islam. 
However if a person is always committing minor shirk without repenting then 
this can lead to major shirk.  

So where Tawheed is the belief in the Oneness of Allah (هلالج لج), shirk is associating 
a partner with Allah (هلالج لج). Major shirk can be outward, such as shirk of those 
who worship idols and graves or the dead. Or it may be hidden, like those who 
put their trust in other gods or the shirk and kufr of the hypocrites. 

The decree and provision come from Allah (هلالج لج), though the means for them are 
provided by Allah (هلالج لج) on earth. Shirk is to believe that the means are the cause 
of our provision and not Allah (هلالج لج). Tawheed is to know that all means are from 
Allah (هلالج لج) and He brings the best means to us.  

As Tawheed has three categories, the shirk 
committed also comes in these categories. 

 

 
To attribute an action that belongs to Allah (هلالج لج) alone to another is major shirk. 
To believe that someone with their own ability and power can provide for you, 
or guide you independent of Allah (هلالج لج) is shirk, as these are the actions of Allah 
 .alone (هلالج لج)

It’s fundamental in a Muslim’s life to know about Allah (هلالج لج) and His actions, so 
we do not fall prey to the traps of shirk. When we know about Allah (هلالج لج)’s 
actions with certainty, we will not fear the harm of anything such as magic, as 
we will be certain that nothing can happen without the permission of Allah (هلالج لج). 
We will not look at the stars to determine our future, as we will be certain that 
the unseen is only known by Allah (هلالج لج). The believer will not wear amulets, 

  Shirk in the actions of Allah (هلالج لج) (الشرك في الربوبية)
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charms, stones, or crystals for good luck or protection, knowing without doubt 
that Allah (هلالج لج) alone is the Protector and the One Who grants success in a 
matter. A believer knows that magicians, stars, and jinn’s have no power by 
themselves, so his heart is attached to Allah (هلالج لج), hoping and fearing Him 
alone. The means are a test for the believer; to see if he will become attached to 
the means or to the Bestower of all the means. 

 

 
This is to believe that something other than Allah (هلالج لج) is worthy of worship.  

The object of worship is called an ilah (هccccccccccccccccccال) and it is anything that you are 
attached to out of love, hope, and fear whilst magnifying it. Therefore a 
person’s ilah can be his desires, money, idols or beauty,  in fact anything that 
he is attached to with love, hope and fear. 

However a believer attaches only to Allah (هلالج لج) with love, hoping for His pleasure 
and paradise, fearing his punishment. When you have this triangle of feelings, 
then you will worship Allah (هلالج لج) alone, invoke Him alone, prostrate to Him 
alone. 

Shirk in worship (Uloohiya ) is to direct these feelings to other than Allah (هلالج لج), 
invoking other than Allah (هلالج لج), magnifying other than Him. Shaitan is not going 
to come to a believer and tell him to worship an idol, but rather he will make 
him think a certain object or person is perfect, so that you begin to magnify it, 
attach to it with love, hope and fear. Slowly your attachment will grow until 
your actions and speech shows that you worship this “ilah”. This type of shirk 
may start as praise and exaltation, but over and beyond what is deserved. For 
example, people over praised Isa م_ccccccccccccليه السccccccccccccع until they raised him to such a level 
that they made him equal to Allah (هلالج لج).   

Shirk in worship (الشرك في ا$لوهية)
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The shaitan’s aim is for the man to worship anything and anyone besides Allah 
  .from the moment of birth to death. His enmity is clear ,(هلالج لج)

A believer attaches to the Creator of the heavens and the earth, the One Who 
sustains all that exists, the only One Who is Self-Sufficient, free of all needs, 
knowing without any doubt that He alone is deserving of worship. 

 

 
Tawheed in Names and Attributes of Allah (هلالج لج) is to believe that only Allah (هلالج لج) 
is perfect and only He has the Most Beautiful Names and Attributes.  

Shirk in the names and attributes is to say anything that implies less than 
perfection for Allah (هلالج لج), for example saying that He is part of a trinity, or to 
attribute tiredness to Him ]استغفر ا. 

To resemble Allah (هلالج لج) to that of His creation is also a type of shirk, for example 
to say that He has children ]ر اcفcغcتccccccccccccccccccاس. Allah (هلالج لج) does not resemble His creation 
in any way.  

 
 There is nothing like unto Him (Surah Ash Shura 42:11) 

Allah (هلالج لج)’s names are both names and attributes, when we say for example, 
that Allah (هلالج لج) alone is the Khaaliq (Creator), Al Aleem (All-Knowing), these are 
names that have attached attributes of creation and knowledge. So when a 
person credits one of the creation to have these attributes, this is shirk. 

Included in shirk in the names of Allah (هلالج لج) is the attribution of a name to Allah 
 .”which He has not called Himself, such as “Father (هلالج لج)

Shirk in the Names and Attributes of Allah (هلالج لج)  

(الشرك في ا$سماء و الصفات) 
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#2 
Major Disbelief (Kufr)  (الكفر ا$كبر) 

Linguistically, kufr means to cover up something. In the religion kufr means 
every belief, saying, action or abstention that nullifies the faith. It also includes 
the covering or concealing of the truth whether by belief, words, actions, or to 
leave something that is obliged. For example, to say that Allah (هلالج لج) doesn’t have 
attributes, this is kufr. 

The truth is clear, but the kafir conceals the clear truth in different ways. 

 Major Shirk (الشرك ا$كبر)

In His Actions 
(في الربوبية)

In His Worship 
           (في ا?لوهية)

In His Names & 
Attributes 

                             (في ا?سماء و الصفات)
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To believe that 
something other than 

Allah (هلالج لج) is  

worthy of worship. 

  (أن يعتقد أن غير ا[

يستحق العبادة)

To associate with 

Allah (هلالج لج) in  

His actions. 

(أن يشرك مع ا[ في أفعاله)

To call Allah (هلالج لج) with 

Names which He didn’t 
call himself. 



Types of Kufr (أنواع الكفر) 

 

 
Either to deny in belief, deny in words, deny in actions, or to deny it by leaving 
it.  Allah (هلالج لج) has sent mankind the truth in the form of rulings, legislations, 
and news (]الحق من ا).  

To deny any of the pillars of faith (مانQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQان ا$يQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQأرك): to deny any of the pillars of faith, 
wholly or in part, for example to deny the Siraat (Bridge) on the Day of 
Judgment, or  to deny that the Quran is the speech of Allah (هلالج لج).  

To deny any of the legislation (كامQا$ح): to deny any of the legislation in the religion, 
and to say it is not a part of Islam, for example, to deny the obligation of  hijab, 
to deny that a man can marry four wives, to deny the obligation of  salat, to 
deny the obligation of  zakat. 

To deny the news (ارQQبQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQا$خ): to deny any divine news in the Quran and Sunnah, 
such as stories of the past nations, their transgressions, and their final fate. 
Also included is the news of matters of the unseen. 

 

 
This kufr shows that the person neither accepts the truth, nor does he fully 
deny it, rather he sits on the fence of doubt. This illustrates a lack of belief to 
the extent that he doubts what is fully apparent in the religion, hence this is 
kufr. For example, to doubt Allah (هلالج لج) rose over the Throne, or to doubt that 
there is a Day of Judgement or Resurrection. A believer’s faith is based on 
certainty, without any doubt. We believe with certainty all that Allah (هلالج لج) tells 
us about Himself, about the news and all that the deen legislates. A believer 
has no doubt about a single ayah or a hadith, because he knows that all truth 
is from Allah (هلالج لج). 

Disbelief of Denial (كفر التكذيب)

Disbelief of Doubt (كفر الشك و الظن)
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This refers to a person who denies the truth out of arrogance, following his 
desires (وىccccccccccccccccccه). For example, Iblis knew that Allah (هلالج لج) is the Most Wise, Most 
Knowledgeable; he knew that he should prostrate to Adam, but he refused 
because of his desires/his arrogance. Quraish knew that the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was 
a messenger, but they arrogantly denied him, not willing to accept that the 
chiefs and slaves were brothers in Islam and the criterion of superiority and 
honour in front of Allah (هلالج لج) was Taqwa, piety and not the position in the 
society. Sometimes people may reject the truth because of the one who is 
conveying it to them, this illustrates the condition of arrogance they feel in the 
heart. It is important to note here, that no one with an atom’s worth of 
arrogance or pride will enter paradise. 

 

 
To make fun of the truth or the carrier of the truth, and it can be both in words 
and actions (فعلccccccccccccccccقول او الccccccccccccccccال). For example, to make fun of paradise or the hellfire. 
Or to make fun of the Day of Judgement, of the symbols of Allah (هلالج لج), or to 
make fun of His decree. Mockery is the result of not elevating and magnifying 
the religion in the heart. For a believer there is nothing that holds a higher 
rank than Allah (هلالج لج) and His deen, so he would abhor the concept of making 
fun of it. A believer knows the seriousness of his life as he was created only for 
the worship of Allah (هلالج لج). 

Disbelief of Arrogance (ستكبارnكفر ا)

Disbelief of Insulting and Mocking (كفر السب و ا?ستهزاء) 
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To hate any aspect of the deen of Allah (هلالج لج), His legislation or news (ن ا[ أوccccccكره ديccccccي 
 Such a person might love everything, but hate one ayah, or .(حcكم مcن أحcكامcه أو أخcباره
he might love the legislation, but hates one aspect of it, or he may have hatred 
for the believers. Allah (هلالج لج) is Al Aleem, the All-Knowing and He knows what 
man has in his heart. 

 
That is because they hate that which Allâh has sent down (this Qur’an and 

Islamic laws etc.), so He has made their deeds fruitless.  
(Surah Muhammad 47: 9) 

Love is a condition of ]ا ا,  الccccccccccccccccccه   ,  to be a true believer; we need to love the 
worship, love every aspect of the deen, and love being a slave of the All-Mighty. 

 

 
Such a person doesn’t want to hear the commands of Allah (هلالج لج) (نccccccccccccccccccراض عccccccccccccccccccا,ع 
 about the Quran or ,(هلالج لج) He doesn’t want to hear about Allah .(ا,سccccccccccccccccccتماع Cوامccccccccccccccccccر ا[
about His Laws. For example the disbelievers of Quraish didn’t want to hear 
the Quran. This includes the person who turns away from submitting himself 
to Allah (هلالج لج) (ا,عراض عن ا,نقياد). 

  
 Say (O Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص): "Obey Allâh and the Messenger (Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)." But if 

they turn away, then Allâh does not like the disbelievers (Surah Imran 3: 32) 

 Disbelief of Hate (كفر البغض)

Disbelief of Turning Away (عراضnكفر ا)
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This is the worst type of disbelief and results in the worst of punishments in 
the hellfire. This disbelief is to show acceptance and belief on the outside but 
having rejection, hatred and denial within the heart.  

 

 

 

Disbelief of Hypocrisy (كفر النفاق)

Types of Major Disbelief (انواع الكفر ا$كبر)

Denial 
(التكذيب)

Doubt 
(الشك)

Arrogance 
(ا?ستكبار)

Mockery 
(ا?ستهزاء)

Hatred 
(البغض)

Turning 
Away 

(ا?عراض)

Hypocrisy 
(النفلق)
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#3 

Major Hypocrisy  
 (النفاق ا$كبر)

The definition of hypocrisy is to hide something (يءccccشccccccccccccccccccاء الccccفccccccccccccccccccاخ), and to show 
something opposite to what is hidden (بطنcccccccccccا يcccccccccccكس مcccccccccccر عcccccccccccأن يظه), it therefore follows 
that a hypocrite is a liar. Major hypocrisy is hypocrisy in belief (النفاق ا,عتقادي). 

Characteristics of the hypocrites (صفات المنافقين) 

 

 

 

 
Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allâh, but it is He Who deceives them. And 
when they stand up for As-Salât (the prayer), they stand with laziness and to be 

seen of men, and they do not remember Allâh but little (Surah An Nisa’a 142) 

 

 
They are like chameleons changing their colors in order to save themselves and 
their wealth. 

  

 
And when you look at them, their bodies please you; and when they speak, you 

listen to their words. They are as blocks of wood propped up. They think that 

They lack in  obedience, display laziness and heaviness while doing the 
obligations (قلة الطاعات و الكسل و التثاقل عند الواجبات)

Cowardly and laden with fear (الجبن و شدة الخوف)
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every cry is against them. They are the enemies, so beware of them. May Allâh 
curse them! How are they denying (or deviating from) the Right Path?  

(Surah Al Munafiqoon 4) 

 
They swear by Allâh that they are truly of you while they are not of you, but they 

are a )people (hypocrites) who are afraid (that you may kill them  
(Surah At Tawbah 56) 

 

 

 

 
And when it is said to them (hypocrites): "Believe as the people (followers of 

Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ), Al-Ansâr and Al-Muhajirûn) have believed," they say: "Shall 
we believe as the fools have believed?" Verily, they are the fools, but they know 

not (Surah Al Baqarah 13) 

How is their foolishness displayed? 

They prefer the duniya over the akhira (خرةIايثارهم الدنيا على ا) 
The hypocrites are amazed by the disbelievers and their successes of the 
dunya, thinking that Islam is backward, though in their heart they know that 
the Muslims have the truth. The Quran mentions the hypocrites sit with the 
disbelievers so they become inclined to it.  

Shaitan manipulates them (عب الشيطان بهمFت) 

The shaitan gives them different ideas, and they listen to its whispers, whilst 
Allah (هلالج لج) tells us to not listen to the one who is a clear enemy. 

 
Shaitân (Satan) has overpowered them. So he has made them forget the 

remembrance of Allâh. They are the party of Shaitân (Satan). Verily, it is the 
party of Shaitân (Satan) that will be the losers! (Surah Al Mujadila 19) 

Foolish and shallow minded (السفة و قلة العقل)
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Their speech shows instability, lying so much that they have to keep adding to 
their lies to cover up. The hypocrites change their colours according to their 
situation and environment. 

 
 They are) swaying between this and that, belonging neither to these nor to 

those, and he whom Allâh sends astray, you will not find for him a way (to the 
truth - Islâm). (Surah An Nisa’a 143) 

 

 
The hypocrites do not feel honoured with Islam, rather they feel it makes them 
inferior and less.  

 

 
Someone who speaks with a sharp tongue shows no respect for himself or 
others. A believer on the other hand, is wary of his speech, knowing that he will 
be held to account for it, so he does not speak with desire.  

They change their colors, cheat and are unstable  
(التلون و المراوغة و التذبذب)

The hypocrite feels inferior in front of the disbelievers 
(الشعور بالنقص أمام الكفار) 

They lack modesty and possess sharp tongues (قلة حياء و لسان سليط)
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Being miserly towards you (as regards help and aid in Allâh's cause). Then 
when fear comes, you will see them looking to you, their eyes revolving like 
(those of) one over whom hovers death, but when the fear departs, they will 

smite you with sharp tongues, miserly towards (spending anything in any) good 
(and only covetous of booty and wealth). Such have not believed. Therefore Allâh 
makes their deeds fruitless, and that is ever easy for Allâh) (Surah Al Ahzab 19) 

 

They lack in  obedience, display laziness and 
heaviness while doing the obligations (قلة الطاعات و 

 (الكسل و التثاقل عند الواجبات

Cowardly and laden with fear (الجبن و شدة الخوف) 

Foolish and shallow minded (السفة و قلة العقل) 

They change their colors, cheat and are unstable (التلون و 

 (المراوغة و التذبذب

The hypocrite feels inferior in front of the 
disbelievers (الشعور بالنقص أمام الكفار) 

They lack modesty and possess sharp tongues (قلة 

 (حياء و لسان سليط

Characteristics of the Hypocrites 
(صفات المنافقين) 
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Actions of the hypocrites (أعمال المنافقين الكفرية) 

Hypocrisy is the worst type of disbelief as they try to conceal their reality from 
the believers, but they sometimes get exposed by their speech or actions. We 
need to ask the protection from Allah (هلالج لج) from having any of the traits of a 
hypocrite. 

 

 
Anything of the deen is made a subject of mockery 

 

 

 
If you ask them (about this), they declare: "We were only talking idly and joking." 

Say: "Was it at Allâh, and His Ayât (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, 
revelations) and His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) that you were mocking?" (65) Make no 

excuse; you have disbelieved after you had believed. If We pardon some of you, 
We will punish others amongst you because they were Mujrimûn (disbelievers, 

polytheists, sinners, criminals). (66) (Surah At Tawbah 65-66) 

 

 
They would talk bad about the decrees of Allah (هلالج لج) or make fun of the Prophet 
 would take time and ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was so kind and gentle that he (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) The Prophet .(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)
attentively listen to everyone, including children and Bedouins, so the 
hypocrites would make fun of him and say he’s an ‘ear’. 

Mocking Allah (هلالج لج), His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), the Quran and the believers 

(ا?ستهزاء بالله و رسوله و القرآن و المؤمنين)

Insult Allah (هلالج لج), His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) or Belie Them 

(سب الله و رسوله أو تكذيبهما)
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And among them are men who annoy the Prophet (Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and say: "He 
is (lending his) ear (to every news)." Say: "He listens to what is best for you; he 
believes in Allâh; has faith in the believers; and is a mercy to those of you who 

believe." But those who hurt Allâh's Messenger (Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) will have a 
painful torment (Surah At Tawbah 61) 

Their hearts were preoccupied with the booty, and they would accuse the 
Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) of injustice in his distribution of the booty. 

 
And of them are some who accuse you (O Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) in the matter of (the 
distribution of) the alms. If they are given part thereof, they are pleased, but if 
they are not given thereof, behold! They are enraged!) (Surah At Tawbah 58) 

 

 

 

 
And when it is said to them: "Come to what Allâh has sent down and to the 

Messenger (Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)," you (Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) see the hypocrites turn away 
from you (Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) with aversion. (Surah An Nisa’a 61) 

Divert the people away from Allah (هلالج لج) and from learning  

(ا?عراض عن الله ابعاد الناس عنه و التعلم)
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They are not happy with what rules and legislations that Allah (هلالج لج) has brought 
down.  

 

 

 
 Have you seen those (hypocrites) who claim that they believe in that which has 

been sent down to you, and that which was sent down before you, and they 
wish to go for judgement (in their disputes) to the Tâghût (false judges) while 

they have been ordered to reject them. But Shaitân (Satan) wishes to lead them 
far astray. (Surah An Nisa’a 60) 

 

 
This shows that they don’t see that Islam is the truth from Allah (هلالج لج).  

 

 

 

 

The hypocrites prefer the judgement and rulings of disbelievers  
(التحاكم الى الكفار و الحرص على تطبيق قوانينهم)

The hypocrites believe the other religions are correct 
(اعتقاد صحة ا$ديان الضالة) 

The hypocrites support disbelievers against the Muslims 
 (مناصرة الكفار على المسلمين)
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O you who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians as Auliyâ’ (friends, 

protectors, helpers), they are but Auliyâ’ of each other. And if any amongst you 
takes them (as Auliyâ’), then surely he is one of them. Verily, Allâh guides not 

those people who are the Zâlimûn (polytheists and wrong-doers and unjust). (51) 
And you see those in whose hearts there is a disease (of hypocrisy), they hurry 

to their friendship, saying: "We fear lest some misfortune of a disaster may befall 
us." Perhaps Allâh may bring a victory or a decision according to His Will. Then 

they will become regretful for what they have been keeping as a secret in 
themselves. (52) (Surah Al Maeda 51-52) 

 

 
They rejoice at the victory of the disbelievers and are happy when the believers 
are defeated.  

 

 

 

 

 
Lo! You are the ones who love them but they love you not, and you believe in all 
the Scriptures [i.e. you believe in the Taurât (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel), while 

they disbelieve in your Book, the Qur'ân]. And when they meet you, they say, 
"We believe". But when they are alone, they bite the tips of their fingers at you in 
rage. Say: "Perish in your rage. Certainly, Allâh knows what is in the breasts (all 

the secrets)." (119) If a good befalls you, it grieves them, but if some evil 
overtakes you, they rejoice at it. But if you remain patient and become Al-

Muttaqûn (the pious - see V.2:2), not the least harm will their cunning do to you. 
Surely, Allâh surrounds all that they do. (120) (Surah Al Imran 119-120) 

The hypocrites rejoice at the victory of the disbelievers 
(اظهار الفرح و السرور عند انتصار الكفار) 
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And when it is said to them (hypocrites): "Believe as the people (followers of 

Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, Al-Ansâr and Al-Muhajirûn) have believed," they say: "Shall we 
believe as the fools have believed?" Verily, they are the fools, but they know not 

(Surah Al Baqarah 13)  

 

 
Those who defame such of the believers who give charity (in Allâh's Cause) 

voluntarily, and such who could not find to give charity (in Allâh's Cause) except 
what is available to them, so they mock at them (believers), Allâh will throw back 

their mockery on them, and they shall have a painful torment.  
(Surah At Tawbah 79) 

 

 

 

 
Have you (O Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) not seen those (hypocrites) who take as friends a 

people upon whom is the Wrath of Allâh (i.e. Jews)? They are neither of you 
(Muslims) nor of them (Jews), and they swear to a lie while they know.  

(Surah Al Mujadila 14) 

The hypocrites insult and put down the scholars and believers 
(سب و عيب العلماء و المؤمنين) 

The hypocrites praise people of disbelief (مدح أهل الكفر)
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Mocking Allah (هلالج لج), His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), the Quran 

and the believers (ا?ستهزاء بالله و رسوله و القرآن و المؤمنين) 

Insult Allah (هلالج لج), His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) (سب الله و رسوله أو 

 (تكذيبهما

Divert the people away from Allah (هلالج لج) and from 

learning (ا?عراض عن الله ابعاد الناس عنه و التعلم) 

Prefer the judgement and rulings of disbelievers 
 (التحاكم الى الكفار و الحرص على تطبيق قوانينهم)

Believe the other religions are correct (اعتقاد صحة ا$ديان 

 (الضالة

Support disbelievers against the Muslims (مناصرة الكفار 

 (على المسلمين

Rejoice at the victory of the disbelievers  (اظهار الفرح و 

 (السرور عند انتصار الكفار

Insult and put down the scholars and believers (سب و 

 (عيب العلماء و المؤمنين

Praising people of disbelief (مدح أهل الكفر) 

Actions of the hypocrites 
(أعمال المنافقين الكفرية) 
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Actions that nullify Tawheed 
(نواقض التوحيد) 

Major Shirk 
(الشرك ا$كبر)

Major Disbelief 
(الكفر ا$كبر)

Major Hypocrisy 
(النفاق ا$كبر)

Characteristics of the 
hypocrites 

Actions of Hypocrites

Hypocrisy 

Turning away 

Hatred 

Mockery 

Arrogance 

Doubt 

Denial

In the Actions of Allah (هلالج لج) 

In the worship of Allah (هلالج لج) 

In the Names and Attributes 
of Allah (هلالج لج)
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Actions that  
Decrease Tawheed 

 (نواقص التوحيد)

These are matters that reduce our belief in the tawheed, and if the symptoms 
go untreated, it may totally nullify the belief in the tawheed. Similar to any 
sickness, if a person does not seek treatment then the sickness will continue to 
increase and eventually become fatal.  

Deficient Tawheed 
 (نواقص التوحيد) 

 
        

•Minor Shirk (صغرCالشرك ا) 

•Minor Kufr (صغرCالكفر ا) 

•Minor Hypocrisy (صغرCالنفاق ا)   

Untreated can lead 
to nullfied Tawheed 

 (نواقض التوحيد) 

•Major Shirk (كبرCالشرك ا) 

•Major Kufr (كبرCالكفر ا) 

•Major Hypocrisy (كبرCالنفاق ا) 

The actions that reduce tawheed have symptoms, hence we need to protect 
ourselves from these in order to not fall short in our belief. From these, there 
are three actions which can lead to the nullifiers of Tawheed, and these should 
be avoided at all costs. 

The deen teaches us to avoid anything that can lead to a sin. 

It is paramount that these matters are not seen as insignificant, as these are 
the gates that can lead to nullifying tawheed.  
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The literal meaning is ‘exaggeration’ in praise., For example, the Christians 
exaggerated by saying Eisa (م_ccccccccccccccليه السccccccccccccccع) was the son of God instead of a prophet 
and a slave  and the Jews exaggerated by saying that Eisa (م_cccccccليه السcccccccع)  was from 
an illegal relationship, ]تغفر اcccاس – both exceeded their limits. Another example of 
how people exaggerate with the creation is by attributing to the creation an 
ability that does not belong to them, for example the stars were created to 
beautify the night sky, and for  determining direction, but people use them for 
fortune telling. 

 

 

 
O people of the Scripture! Do not exceed the limits in your religion, nor say of 

Allâh aught but the truth. The Messiah Īsā (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary), was 
(no more than) a Messenger of Allâh and His Word, ("Be!" - and he was) which 

He bestowed on Maryam (Mary) and a spirit (Rûh) created by Him; so believe in 
Allâh and His Messengers. Say not: "Three (trinity)!" Cease! (it is) better for you. 
For Allâh is (the only) One Ilâh (God), glory be to Him (Far Exalted is He) above 

having a son. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the 
earth. And Allâh is All¬Sufficient as a Disposer of affairs (Surah An-Nisa 4:171) 

The People of Nuh م_cccccccccليه السcccccccccع were the first to begin exaggeration in the praise of 
the righteous(وccccلccccغccccccccccccccccccال).When the pious among them started to pass away, they 
feared they would forget about their duties to Allah (هلالج لج), as the righteous were 
no longer among them to remind them. At this point shaitan suggested to them 
to make images of the pious men, so that when they would see the images they 
would be reminded of their teachings. However as time passed and generations 

Over-praise of righteous people (الغلو بالصالحين)
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succeeded each other, the images became statues and the people would say, 
'we saw our parents look at these statues and worship them'. Encouraged by 
the shaitan, they began to worship idols rather than Allah (هلالج لج). Therefore they 
were the first nation to commit shirk.  

Manifestations of Exaggeration (مظاهر الغلو) 

To exaggerate in the praise of the righteous people (حينQQQQQQصالQQQQQQدح الQQQQQQي مQQQQQQغة فQQQQQQمبالQQQQQQال):  in doing 
this type of exaggeration, people give a position to the righteous that is not due 
to them, for example saying the Messenger of Allah (هلالج لج) is light, and Eisa (هccيccلccccccccccccccccccع 
 ,is God, both of these exceed in their interpretations of the righteous (الccccسcccccccccccccccccc_م
rather they are the  messengers and  the chosen slaves of Allah (هلالج لج).  

الَ تُطُْرونِي كََما أَطْرَِت النََّصاَرى ابَْن َمْريََم، فَِإنََّما أَنَا َعبُْدُه، فَُقولُوا َعبُْد اللَِّه َورَُسولُُه 
"Do not exaggerate in praising me as the Christians praised the son of Mary, for I 
am only a Slave. So, call me the Slave of Allah (هلالج لج) and His Apostle." (Sahih al-
Bukhari 3445) 

Also included in لوcccccccccccغ is  to say ‘you know what’s in my heart’, or ‘you know what 
will happen’. Such statements give praise to others which is exceeding what is 
due on them, as no one knows what is in the hearts, nor does anyone hold the 
keys to the unseen, except Allah (هلالج لج). People gave an elevated position to Eisa 
 due to the miracles that he performed, however, he did not claim that عcccccccccليه السccccccccc_م
he had the power to do this by himself; rather he said, he was able to do these 
miracles by the permission of Allah (هلالج لج) 

 

 
And will make him ['Īsā (Jesus)] a Messenger to the Children of Israel (saying): "I 
have come to you with a sign from your Lord, that I design for you out of clay, a 

figure like that of a bird, and breathe into it, and it becomes a bird by Allâh's 
Leave; and I heal him who was born blind, and the leper, and I bring the dead to 
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life by Allâh's Leave. And I inform you of what you eat, and what you store in 
your houses. Surely, therein is a sign for you, if you believe.  

(Surah Al-Imran 3:49) 

Also creating and displaying images of the righteous people (Qحcccccccصالcccccccر الcccccccصويcccccccت) is a 
form of غلو:  it leads to attachment and major shirk.  

 
Allah (هلالج لج) is  اركcccبcccccccccccccccccc&ا  and He puts the blessing wherever He wills. Examples of 
things Allah (هلالج لج) has blessed are Zamzam water, good deeds, acting upon 
knowledge, the land of Makkah, Quran etc. Allah (هلالج لج) is the One Who grants 
barakah so if you want to be blessed, then ask Allah (هلالج لج).  

Prohibited ways of seeking blessings 

Associating with Allah (هلالج لج) in seeking blessing (يQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQركQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQتبرك الشQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQال): it is shirk when you 
believe that another person can give you barakah independently of Allah (هلالج لج). 
Barakah is only from Allah (هلالج لج) . To think that a prophet, scholar or imam can 
give barakah on their own is shirk. Some people want righteous scholars or 
imams to visit their house, as they believe it will bring them blessings, on the 
contrary, this is in fact shirk.  

Innovations in seeking blessings (يQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQبدعQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQتبرك الQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQال): the ways of seeking barakah have 
been specified for us. For instance, the Zamzam water has barakah when you 
drink it. However it is wrong to invent matters of having barakah while there is 
no evidence for it, such as believing that by touching someone  then you will 
get barakah. Or by touching the walls of the Ka’aba or wiping cloth over it then 
it’s barakah. Or thinking that using a scholar’s pen then it will make you 
scholarly like them.  

Seeking blessing in a prohibited way (التبرك الممنوع)
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In Islam when a person dies then his grave needs to be leveled and flat, not 
elevated. However, shaitan enticed man slowly with time, to elevate graves of 
the ‘righteous’, embellish them, placing on them candles and flowers. It even 
reached a point where some righteous might even have muliple ‘graves’. Money 
is sometimes thrown at the graves thinking it will answer their supplications. 
All this starts from elevating the graves. 

" لََعَن اللَُّه الْيَُهوَد َوالنََّصاَرى اتََّخُذوا قُبُوَر أَنِْبيَائِِهْم َمَساِجَد " 
The Messenger of Allah (هلالج لج) (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: Let there be curse of Allah (هلالج لج) upon the 
Jews and the Christians for they have taken the graves of their apostles as 
places of worship. (Sahih Muslim 530) 

Elevating the graves (رفع القبور)
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Actions that Decrease Tawheed 
 (نواقص التوحيد)

#1 
Minor  
Shirk  

 (الشرك ا$صغر)

 

#2 
Minor 

Disbelief  
 (الكفر ا$صغر)

 

#3 
Minor 

Hypocrisy  
 (النفاق ا$صغر)

 

#1 

Minor Shirk (الشرك ا$صغر) 

This includes actions that may lead to major shirk, or which is described in 
the texts of the Quran and Sunnah as being shirk but does not reach the 
extent of being major shirk. Minor shirk is a major sin, and the deed in 
which minor shirk is committed will be nullified, so the person has no 
reward for it. Minor shirk requires expiation and purification prior to 
entering paradise. Hence the offender must repent from it in the duniya, 
otherwise he will incur punishment in the hellfire to be purified.  

Minor shirk can be committed by the heart, tongue or by our actions. 

#1 
Heart  
 (بالقلب)

 

#2 
Tongue  
 (باللسان)

 

#3 
Actions 
 (با$فعال)
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Ar Riya’a (الرياء) 

This is showing off your worship to be seen by the people, hoping for their 
praise and a postion. This invalidates that act of worship, so there is no reward 
for the action. Worship should be done only for the sake of Allah (هلالج لج) in order 
for it to be accepted, when this condition is not met, then the deed is not 
considered as a worship for Allah (هلالج لج) alone. 

Human beings love to be praised, this is in our fitra (innate nature), but we 
should want this praise only from Allah (هلالج لج), not from the creation. The praise 
from Allah (هلالج لج) will be in the hereafter and carries an unimaginable reward, so 
a person needs to be patient in the recompense. However, humans are hasty 
and want immediate reward for their deed, but in desiring this they lose the 
greater reward with Allah (هلالج لج), exchanging it for a worthless praise of the 
people. Riya can take other forms too, for example a person may perform a 
good deed in order to avoid criticism from the people, so hoping to avoid their 
dispraise. For example, you pray just so people don’t say ‘she doesn’t pray’, or 
you attend study circles just so people don’t ask 'why do you not seek 
knowledge?'. Another way that riya can spoil a deed is by leaving a good deed 
thinking that you are doing it for praise of the people. For example, a person 
may give charity, and doubt their intentions, fearing that he is doing it for the 
praise of the people, so they abstain from the deed. This is from the tricks of 
shaitan, the open enemy. So rather than abstaining from the deed, the person 
should work hard in purifying his intentions sincerely for the sake of Allah (هلالج لج). 
For these reasons riya has also been termed as hidden shirk.  

Desiring a worldly benefit (ارادة الدنيا)  

Worship is a means of the nearness to Allah (هلالج لج) and His Pleasure, so it needs 
to be done sincerely for this purpose. When a worship is done only for Allah 
 rewards the slave in the dunya and akhira, but when man (هلالج لج) then Allah ,(هلالج لج)
mixes the intentions with wanting some benefit of the dunya they are limiting 
their reward in that deed and have no share of it in the akhira. The people who 

Minor shirk by actions of the heart (الشرك ا$صغر بالقلب)
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make the akhira their main concern are those to whom Allah (هلالج لج) grants both 
dunya and akhira, but when a person chases the dunya, his thirst for it will 
never be quenched and he will lose his share in the akhira too. 

 

 

 
And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives for it, with the necessary effort 
due for it (i.e. do righteous deeds of Allâh's Obedience) while he is a believer (in 

the Oneness of Allâh— Islâmic Monotheism), then such are the ones whose 
striving shall be appreciated, (thanked and rewarded by Allâh). Whoever desires 
the quick-passing (transitory enjoyment of this world), We readily grant him what 
We will for whom We like. Then, afterwards, We have appointed for him Hell, he 

will burn therein disgraced and rejected, - (far away from Allâhs Mercy).  
(Surah Al-Isra 17:18-19) 

If a person performs a deed 50% for the sake of Allah (هلالج لج) and 50% for the 
benefit in the dunya, then his reward will be in that proportion in the akhira. 
Hence, the more you want from the dunya, the less your share will be for the 
akhira. 

  Dua’a 

 اللهم ال تجعل الدنيا أكبر همنا، وال مبلغ علمنا 
O Allah (هلالج لج) let not worldly affairs be our principal concern, or the ultimate limit of 

our knowledge (At Tirmidhi Book 5, Hadith 834) 
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Attachment to the means (التعلق با$سباب)  

Allah (هلالج لج) deals with us through the means, so that He grants us provion 
through means, and likewise guidance, victory, cure and so forth are all 
provided to us from Allah (هلالج لج) but through the means. However, if we believe 
that the means can have any power by themselves, then this is minor shirk. 
The means can have no power without Allah (هلالج لج), the means are totally 
dependent on Allah (هلالج لج). For example the doctor is a means for a cure, but he is 
unable to give us a cure if Allah (هلالج لج) dose not grant the cure. We become 
deceived by the means, attaching to them and forgetting the One Who created 
these means. We need to take the means, but have no hope in them; our hope 
rests only with Allah (هلالج لج). This is a very important concept for us to internalize 
as it will make us realize that there is no power and might except with Allah 
 He alone deserves our attachment and magnification. Sometimes, out of ,(هلالج لج)
the Mercy of Allah (هلالج لج), the means we become attached to fail us, simply 
because Allah (هلالج لج) wants our hearts to flee back to Him and not commit shirk 
with Him. 

Superstitions / evil omens (التطير) 

This is a belief that is not based on reason or knowledge. Rather it gives 
ominous significance to a particular thing and an irrational fear of it, such as 
fearing a black cat crossing your path, the number 13 etc. Imagine that 
someone plans to travel, and on the way they see an accident, and that 
influences them to cancel their plans to travel as they see it as a bad omen. 
Such random occurances cannot dictate the actions of a believer. Rather a 
believer is firm and determined, placing his full trust and reliance on Allah (هلالج لج) 
alone, so once he has sought Allah (هلالج لج)’s counsel in the Istakhara, he remains 
determined in his actions. Do not make connections between things that have 
no relation. In the times of ignorance, people used to believe in omens and they 
would use them in making decisions. So if they wanted to travel they would let 
a bird free, if it flew for example, to the right they would travel and if it flew left 
they would see it as a bad omen and not travel. Belief in such evil omens is 
minor shirk. 
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Ruqya that is shirk (الرقى الشركية)  

Legislated permissible Ruqya is recitation of certain ayat of the Quran and 
supplications based on the Sunnah. The legislated permissible Ruqya is used 
as a means to treat sicknesses, evil eye, envy, magic and jinn possession. The 
essence of permissible ruqya is to put all your reliance and trust in Allah (هلالج لج), 
the source of all healing and cure. The Ruqya in itself is a means. 

Ruqya should be read according to the Sunnah which the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) taught. 
It becomes haram if you use duas which were not taught by the Messenger of 
Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). It is minor shirk to take ayat from the Quran which the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 
didn’t read for ruqya and then say it is something you should read for ruqya. 
To take something that’s not a means and make it a means (ببccccبب سccccيس سccccا لccccعل مccccج) 
is minor shirk. 

Even the correct supplications can become major shirk if you depend on the 
one reciting the ayaat, because the person reading these has no power,  except 
with Allah (هلالج لج). Allah (هلالج لج) creates the means and brings these forward. The 
ruqya is a means of cure, but the cure is only from Allah (هلالج لج). 

Amulets (التمائم)  

Amulets are objects where the most important characteristic is the power 
ascribed to them to protect its owner from danger and harm. These can be in 
the form of beads, threads, symbols, metal bands, crystals and so forth. If a 
person wears these thinking that the amulet can give him some form of 
protection, this constitutes minor shirk. Such objects are not a means for 
protection, making something a means which is not a means is minor shirk, 
like a talisman. 

Practices of fengshui and the like are also minor shirk. The means of cure 
should be from the Qura'an and the Sunnah, or medicines proven to be 
effective with experimentation. 

Minor shirk with actions (الشرك ا$صغر با$فعل)
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Taking an oath by other than Allah (هلالج لج) (الحلف بغير الله) 

Swearing by something means that you are magnifying it a created being 
cannot magnify another created being. This includes swearing by the Prophets, 
angels, righteous people and all other created beings. 

َعِن ابِْن ُعَمَر ـ رضى الله عنهما ـ َعِن النَِّبيِّ صلى الله عليه وسلم قَاَل " أَالَ َمْن كَاَن َحالًِفا فَالَ 
يَْحلِْف إِالَّ ِباللَِّه ". 

The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "If anybody has to take an oath, he should swear only by 
Allah."  (Sahih Al Bukhari 3836) 

Using ‘And’ (واو) This refers to the use of “and” jointly with Allah (هلالج لج) . For 
instance, saying Allah (هلالج لج) helped me ‘AND' you helped me, or that I have hope 
in Allah (هلالج لج) ‘AND’ you. This is minor shirk as you are making another creation 
at the level of Allah (هلالج لج). 

Instead of this, you can say [ yمccccccccccccccccccُث ], “then”. So you can say Allah (هلالج لج) saved me, 
then you helped me. The letter واو shows equal position. The word [ yمccccccُث ] can only 
be used  for things which are in the ability of the person to do. For example, 
you cannot say Allah (هلالج لج) will take me to Jannah, then also say that such and 
such person will take me to Jannah, because it is is only the ability of Allah 
 .to grant you Jannah (هلالج لج)

Attributing rain to the stars (ا?ستسقاء با$نواء)  

It is considered minor shirk to associate the coming of rain to a person. It is 
not permissible to say that a person came and brought the rain or the sun as 
there is no link between the two. Some people also wrongly make a link 
between the stars and the changing weather. A believer knows that Allah (هلالج لج) 

alone controls the movements of the sun, clouds, winds etc; none can affect the 
decision of Allah (هلالج لج). Weather forecasts do not fall in this category as they are 

based on scientific estimations. 

Minor shirk with the tongue (الشرك ا$صغر باللسان)
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Minor shirk (الشرك ا$صغر)

With the heart  
(الشرك ا$صغر بالقلب)

With actions 
(الشرك ا$صغر با$فعل) 

With the tongue 
(الشرك ا$صغر باللسان)

Taking oath by other 

than Allah (هلالج لج)

Ruqiya that is 
shirk

Riya- showing off 
your deeds

Using “and” in 
connection with 

Allah (هلالج لج)’s actions

Amulets Desire of the dunya 

Attachment to the 
means

Seeking rain Superstitions
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#2 

Minor disbelief (الكفر ا$صغر) 

Minor disbelief will not take the person outside of Islam, unlike major disbelief, 
however minor disbelief lessens the tawheed and is classified as a major sin; 
hence it is haram. There are six practices which are categorized as minor 
disbelief, making the person partially resemble a disbeliever. 

 

 

Every blessing we enjoy is from Allah (هلالج لج), therefore it is incumbent on us to 
attribute it to Allah (هلالج لج) and consequently to show gratitude to the Bestower. 
However when a person forgets the Bestower, and attributes blessings of 
success, health, provision to their own hard work, intellect etc, then this is 
denying the good done upon them, which equates to minor disbelief. 

In addition, we need to show gratitude to people when they do good to us, 
especially those who are close to us such as our spouses, parents, children, as 
these are the people whom we tend to take for granted. If someone close to us 
makes a mistake in any matter, we need to be wary not to forget the good they 
have done in the past.  

 
And do not forget liberality between yourselves (Surah Baqarah 237) 

There is a warning for this behavior especially for women in the following 
hadith. 

َعِن ابِْن َعبَّاٍس، قَاَل قَاَل النَِّبيُّ صلى الله عليه وسلم " أُِريُت النَّاَر فَِإَذا أَكْثَُر أَْهلَِها النَِّساُء يَْكُفرَْن 
". ِقيَل أَيَْكُفرَْن ِباللَِّه قَاَل " يَْكُفرَْن الَْعِشير يْئًا قَالَْت َ، َويَْكُفرَْن اإلِْحَساَن، لَْو أَْحَسْنَت إِلَى 

ْهَر ثُمَّ رَأَْت ِمْنَك َش َما رَأَيُْت ِمْنَك َخيْرًا َقطُّ ".  إِْحَداُهنَّ الدَّ

Ingratitude for the blessings and denying goodness 
from others (كفر النعمة و الحقوق)

- -57



 Narrated Ibn 'Abbas:  The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: "I was shown the Hell-Fire and that 
the majority of its dwellers were women who were ungrateful." It was asked, "Do 
they disbelieve in Allah (هلالج لج)?" (or are they ungrateful to Allah (هلالج لج)?) He replied, 
"They are ungrateful to their husbands and are ungrateful for the favors and the 
good (charitable deeds) done to them. If you have always been good (benevolent) 
to one of them and then she sees something in you (not of her liking), she will 
say, 'I have never received any good from you." (Sahih al-Bukhari 29) 

When Allah (هلالج لج) gave you a blessing, don't search for the blessings of someone 

else, rather enjoy what you have and be grateful for it. Also, don't erase the 
goodness of someone else upon you. When someone does a favour to you, write 
it in stone. When you see any mistake, write it in the sand and let it wash away 
with the waves. 

 

 

In Islam, it is forbidden to even point at another Muslim with a sharp metal 
object, or startling another Muslim, even as a joke. 

ثََنا َشِقيٌق، قَاَل قَاَل َعبُْد اللَِّه قَاَل النَِّبيُّ صلى الله عليه وسلم  " ِسبَاُب الُْمْسلِِم فُُسوٌق،   َحدَّ
َوِقتَالُُه كُْفٌر ". 

Narrated `Abdullah: The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ), said, "Abusing a Muslim is Fusuq (evil 
doing) and killing him is Kufr (disbelief) (Sahih al-Bukhari 7076) 

Believers are brothers to one another, and it is part of belief to want for your 
Muslim brother what you want for yourself. The believers must preserve the 
sanctity between one another, so that everything belonging to a Muslim is 
inviolable for another Muslim. 

Killing a Muslim (قتال المسلم $خيه المسلم)
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Sometimes people will insult families or deny the fatherhood of others. We 
should be concerned with ourselves.  

 

 
Wailing is a prolonged, inarticulate mournful cry, clear pitched, or clear 
sounding; it is to lament loudly over a death or to even speak of the deceased 
in order to make others cry. This is impermissible.  It does not refer to crying 
over a loved one that has passed away, which is permissible, as the Prophet 
 .wept at the death of his son (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

وعن أبي هريرة رضي الله عنه قال: قال رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم :  " اثنتان في الناس 
هما بهم كفر: الطعن في النسب، والنياحة على الميت"  

Abu Hurairah (May Allah (هلالج لج) be pleased with him) said: The Messenger of Allah 

 said, "Two matters are signs of disbelief on the part of those who indulge in (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)
them: Defaming and speaking evil of a person's lineage, and wailing over the 
dead." (Riyadh As Saliheen, Muslim, Book 18, Hadith 1578) 

 

 
This act constitutes breaking a contract. 

 َعْن َجِريٍر، أَنَُّه َسِمَعُه يَُقوُل  " أَيَُّما َعبٍْد أَبََق ِمْن َمَوالِيِه فََقْد كََفَر َحتَّى يَرِْجَع إِلَيِْهْم "  
It is narrated on the authority of Jarir that he heard the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) saying, The 
slave who fled from his master committed an act of infidelity as long as he would 
not return to him (Sahih Muslim 68) 

To insult someone’s lineage (خرينIالطعن في أنساب ا)

Wailing over the dead (النياحة على الميت)

For a slave to escape from his master (هروب العبد من سيده)
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To change your last name is ingratitude to your father and family name, and a 
way to minor disbelief. This usually occurs when a woman gets married and 
changes her maiden name to her husband's name. This is impermissible and 
never occurred in the time of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). 

 َعْن أَِبي َذرٍّ ـ رضى الله عنه ـ أَنَُّه َسِمَع النَِّبيَّ صلى الله عليه وسلم يَُقوُل  " لَيَْس ِمْن رَُجٍل 
ادََّعى لَِغيِْر أَِبيِه َوْهَو يَْعلَُمُه إِالَّ كََفَر، 

Narrated Abu Dhar: The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "If somebody claims to be the son of 

any other than his real father knowingly, he but disbelieves in Allah (هلالج لج) (Sahih 
al-Bukhari 3508) 

 

To take a father’s name / family name other than 
yours (نسان لغير أبيهnإنتساب ا)

Minor  
disbelief 

(الكفر ا$صغر) 

Ingratitude for the blessings and 
denying goodness from others (كفر 

(النعمة و الحقوق

Killing a Muslim (قتال المسلم $خيه المسلم)

To insult someone’s lineage (الطعن في 

(أنساب اIخرين

Wailing over the dead (النياحة على الميت)

For a slave to escape from his 
master (هروب العبد من سيده)
To take a father’s name/ family name 
other than yours (نسان لغير أبيهnإنتساب ا)
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#3 

Minor Hypocrisy (النفاق ا$صغر) 

Hypocrisy is the pretense of having a virtuous character, or religious belief 
outwardly whilst you conceal contrary feelings in the heart. Major hypocrisy 
takes a person out of Islam and such people will be doomed for the worst 
punishment which is to abide in the lowest level in the hellfire forever. May 
Allah (هلالج لج) protect us from hypocrisy.  

Minor hypocrisy is similar in that it is to conceal a haram matter inwardly (بطنccccccccccي 

 ,however ;(يظهccccccر ا,نccccccسان أمccccccرا مشccccccروعccccccا ) whilst outwardly showing goodness (أمccccccرا محccccccرمccccccا

this insincerity is regarding the acts of worship (عمليccccccنفاق الccccccال), whether these acts 

are: 
❖ Obligatory (واجب): such as  Salah 

❖ Recommended (مستحب): praying voluntary 

❖ Halal (مباح): to do halal outside but hiding a desire for haram inside  

The ruling for minor hypocrisy is that it is haram and it is one of the major sins 
 It will not take a person out of the fold of Islam but it is a .(حcccccccرام و كcccccccبيرة مcccccccن الcccccccكبائcccccccر)

major sin that warrants punishment if one doesn’t repent. Minor hypocrisy can 
lead to characteristics of major hypocrisy if a person does not strive to purify 
the self from the evil. 
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Types of Minor Hypocrisy (أنواع النفاق ا?صغر) 

 

  
It is important to remember that a lie is an utterance that is contrary to the 
truth, even when it’s in jest. There is no such thing as a white lie. Sometimes a 
person may lie for something unimportant, or out of fear of another person. 
Our dealings with people should be easy going so no one feels the need to lie in 
fear of our reactions towards them. 

 

 
One of the traits of hypocrisy is to make a promise without any intention of 
fulfilling it, in order to get out of a difficult situation, or to appease someone’s 
request. For example a person may say they will take their child to the park in 
order to appease a tantrum but have no real intention of doing it. In Islam we 
cannot even treat animals with such deception. 

 

 
Sometimes we may find that we are in conflict with others, this is part of 
intermingling in society, but a believer is one who pardons people, and does 
not spread negativity about his conflict to others. A hypocrite’s trait on the 
other hand is prone to exacerbating the conflict, blowing things out of 
proportion and amplifying issues so that they become distorted from the truth. 
Issues between us should be kept restrained and treated with forgiveness and 
clemency.  

To lie intentionally (الكذب متعمدا)

To break a promise (ف بالوعدFا?خ)

To exaggerate when in a conflict (المفاجرة بالخصومة)
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From the characteristics of a hypocrite is that he makes a covenant but his 
intention is to betray it. For example, they may sign a contract and intend to 
not fulfill a particular clause. 

 َعْن َعبِْد اللَِّه بِْن َعْمٍرو، قَاَل قَاَل رَُسوُل اللَِّه صلى الله عليه وسلم  " أَْربٌَع َمْن كُنَّ ِفيِه فَُهَو 
َث كََذَب  ُمَناِفٌق َخالٌِص َوَمْن كَانَْت ِفيِه َخلٌَّة ِمْنُهنَّ كَاَن ِفيِه َخلٌَّة ِمْن نَِفاٍق َحتَّى يََدَعَها إَِذا َحدَّ

َوإَِذا َوَعَد أَْخلََف َوإَِذا َعاَهَد َغَدَر َوإَِذا َخاَصَم فََجَر " .  
Abd Allah (هلالج لج) b. ‘Amr reported the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) as saying: Four 
characteristics constitute anyone who possesses them a sheer hypocrite, and 
anyone who possesses one of them possesses a characteristics of hypocrisy till 
he abandons it: when he talks he lies, when he makes a promise he violates it, 
when he makes a covenant he acts treacherously, and when he quarrels, he 
deviates from the Truth. (Sunan Abi Dawud 4688, Authenticated by Al Albani as 
Sahih) 

If anyone has all of these four characteristics then he has committed major 
hypocrisy, but if he has one of these characteristics he falls into minor 
hypocrisy until he abandons it.  

 

 
A trust includes both matters of religion and the rights of the people. It 
includes all that Allah (هلالج لج) has entrusted to man and instructed man to take 

care of, such as guarding the tongue, eyes, private parts from doing anything 
that is displeasing to Allah (هلالج لج) and guarding anything that has been entrusted 

to you regarding the rights of the people. From the rights of the people that we 
are commanded to take care of, uphold, and fulfill include fulfilling positions of 

To not fulfill the covenant (عدم الوفاء بالعهد)

Betray what you’re entrusted with (خيانة ا$مانة)
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responsibility, keeping the secrets of others and financial contracts. For 
example, the facilities enjoyed at work, such as the office phone, internet, 
stationary, are all entrusted to you to use for work, and you cannot use these 
facilities for personal use unless prior permission is sought from the owner. 

 

 
It is also part of minor shirk, to do good deeds in order to be seen by the 
people, to receive their praise or inflated opinion about you. This can be in 
worship, dawah and seeking knowledge. 

The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: 

 أكثر منافقي أمتي قراؤها 
 The majority of the hypocrites of my Ummah are the reciters of the Quran.  
(Sahih Aj Jami'e 1203, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih) 

 

 
This refers to being two-faced with people, showing care and affection on the 
outside, whilst harboring hatred within. A believer, on the other hand is the 
same inwardly and outwardly. It is more befitting for a believer, if he does not 
have any goodness to say, to remain silent. Lying makes a person burdened 
with a trait of a hypocrite.  

Showing-off in good deeds (الرياء في ا$عمال الصالحة)

Expressing affection and closeness for 
someone while hating them, (إظهار مودة الغير و التقرب اليه بما يحب مع 

 and talking behind their backs in manner they (بغضه

wouldn't like (و التكلم في غيبته بما ? يرضيه)
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َعْن أَِبي ُهَريْرََة رَِضَي اللُه َعْنُه أَنَّ رَُسوَل اللَِّه صلى الله عليه و سلم قَاَل: "َمْن كَاَن يُْؤِمُن ِباَللَِّه 
َوالْيَْوِم اْآلِخِر فَلْيَُقْل َخيْرًا أَْو لِيَْصُمْت،  

Abu Hurairah (ra) narrated, the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: Whoever believes in Allah (هلالج لج) 
and the Last Day then let him say good or remain silent (Sahih Muslim Book 1, 
Hadith 80) 

 

 
The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: 

آيَُة اِإليَماِن ُحبُّ األَنَْصاِر، وَآيَُة النَِّفاِق بُْغُض األَنَْصاِر ". 
"Love for the Ansar is a sign of faith and hatred for the Ansar is a sign of 
hypocrisy.” (Sahih al-Bukhari 17, Book 2, Hadith 10) 

We should love the Ansar even if we didn’t see them.  

 

 
، قَاَل إِنَّا كُنَّا لََنْعرُِف الُْمَناِفِقيَن نَْحُن َمْعَشَر األَنَْصاِر ِببُْغِضِهْم َعلِيَّ بَْن   َعْن أَِبي َسِعيٍد الُْخْدِريِّ

أَِبي طَالٍِب   
Narrated Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudri: "We, the people of the Ansar, used to recognize 
the hypocrites, by their hatred for 'Ali bin Abi Talib." (Jami’ At Tirmidhi Book 49, 
Hadith 4082) 

To hate the Ansar (بغض ا$نصار)

To hate ‘Ali bin Abi Talib (May Allah be pleased with Him)  
(بغض علي بن ابي طالب رضي الله عنه)
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Minor  
Hypocrisy 
(النفاق ا$صغر) 

To lie intentionally (الكذب متعمدا)

To break a promise (ف بالوعدFا?خ)

To exaggerate when in a conflict (المفاجرة 

(بالخصومة

To not fulfill the covenant (عدم الوفاء بالعهد)

Betray what you’re entrusted with (خيانة 

(ا$مانة

Showing-off in good deeds (الرياء في ا$عمال 

(الصالحة
Expressing affection and closeness for 
someone, while hating them, (إظهار مودة الغير و 

 and talking behind (التقرب اليه بما يحب مع بغضه
their backs in manner they wouldn't like 
(و التكلم في غيبته بما ? يرضيه)

To hate the Ansar (بغض ا$نصار)

To hate ‘Ali bin Abi Talib (ra) (بغض علي بن 

(ابي طالب رضي الله عنه
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Actions that Decrease Tawheed 
(نواقص التوحيد)

Minor Shirk 
(الشرك ا$صغر)

Minor Disbelief 
(الكفر ا$صغر)

Minor Hypocrisy 
(النفاق ا$صغر)

To lie intentionally 
To break a promise 
To exaggerate when 
in a conflict 
To not fulfill the 
covenant 
Betray what you’re 
entrusted with 
Showing-off in good 
deeds 
Expressing affection 
and closeness for 
someone, while hating 
them,and talking 
behind their backs in 
manner they wouldn't 
like 
To hate the Ansar 
To hate ‘Ali bin Abi 
Talib (ra)

Ingratitude for the 
blessings and 
denying goodness 
from others 
Killing a Muslim 
To insult someone’s 
lineage 
Wailing over the 
dead 
For a slave to 
escape from his 
master 
To take a father’s 
name/ family name 
other than yours

With the Heart 
With Actions 
With the Tongue
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Bida’ah (بدعة) 

Bida’ah (ةcccccccدعcccccccب): means to invent something new in the religion. Allah (هلالج لج) created 
us to worship Him and He sent the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) to show us how to perform 
these acts of worship in a manner that Allah (هلالج لج) is pleased with and accepts. 

Bida’ah in the deen is every Belief, Speech, Actions or the 

leaving of something  that is done as a worship for Allah (هلالج لج), 

not following the Sunnah. 

تعبدا لله ليس يف الرشع ما يدل عىل مرشوعيته -كل اعتقاد قول فعل اوترك بدعة. 

#1 
In Belief 

 (اعتقاد)

 

#2 
In Speech  

 (قول)

 

#3 
In Action  

 (فعل)

 

Allah (هلالج لج) says that He has perfected the religion for us, hence there is no 
further addition required to a matter that is perfected.  

 
This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favour upon you, 

and have chosen for you Islâm as your religion. (Surah Al Maeda 5: 3) 
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َعـْن َجـاِبـِر بْـِن َعـبِْد الـلَِّه قَـاَل كَـاَن رَُسـوُل الـلَِّه َصىلَّ الـلَُّه َعـلَيِْه َوَسـلََّم يَـُقوُل ِيف ُخـطْبَِتِه يَْحـَمُد الـلَّهَ 
َويُـثِْني َعـلَيِْه ِ≠َـا ُهـَو أَْهـلُُه ثُـمَّ يَـُقوُل َمـْن يَْهـِدِه الـلَُّه فَـَال ُمـِضلَّ لَـُه َوَمـْن يُـْضلِلُْه فَـَال َهـاِدَي لَـُه إِنَّ 
ٍد َوَرشُّ اْألُُموِر ُمْحـَدثَـاتُـَها وَكُـلُّ ُمْحـَدثَـٍة ِبـْدَعـةٌ  أَْصـَدَق الَْحـِديـِث كِـتَاُب الـلَِّه َوأَْحـَسَن الَْهـْدِي َهـْدُي ُمَحـمَّ

وَكُلُّ ِبْدَعٍة َضَاللٌَة وَكُلُّ َضَاللٍَة ِيف النَّاِر 

Jabir ibn Abdullah reported: The Messenger of Allah (هلالج لج), peace and blessings be 
upon him, would praise Allah (هلالج لج) in his sermon as He deserves to be praised 
and then he would say, “Whoever Allah (هلالج لج) guides, no one can lead him astray. 
Whoever Allah (هلالج لج) sends astray, no one can guide him. The truest word is the 
Book of Allah (هلالج لج) and the best guidance is the guidance of Muhammad. The most 
evil matters are those that are newly invented, for every newly invented matter 
is an innovation and every innovation is misguidance and every misguidance is 
in the Hellfire.” (Sunan An-Nasa’i 1578; Grade: Sahih (authentic) according to Al-
Albani) 

Bida’ah is a very dangerous matter as the person who indulges in it, feels that 
he is performing a worship, doing a good deed, hence he does not feel the need 
to repent from it. For this reason, shaitan loves the bida’ah, more than the 
sins, as the sins can be followed by guilt and remorse, which lead to 
repentance, whereas a bida’ah is free of such feelings, so repentance is absent. 
Hence when a person indulges in bida’ah, the shaitan eases it for him, reminds 
him, and keeps the person alert to it. Whereas when a person wants to adhere 
to the Sunnah, the shaitan shows his true colors and wages war against his 
enemy. 

َـُة رَْهـٍط إَِىل بُـيُوِت أَْزَواِج الـنَِّبيِّ صىل الـله  الَث أَنَّـُه َسـِمَع أَنَـَس بْـَن َمـالِـٍك ـ رىض الـله عـنه ـ يَـُقوُل َجـاَء ثـَ
وَهـا فَـَقالُـوا  ُهْم تَـَقالـُّ عـليه وسـلم يَـْسأَلُـوَن َعـْن ِعـبَاَدِة الـنَِّبيِّ صىل الـله عـليه وسـلم فَلَ'َّ أُْخِربُوا كَـأَنـَّ
ـَر. قَـاَل أََحـُدُهـمْ  َم ِمـْن َذنْـِبِه َوَمـا تَأَخَّ َوأَيْـَن نَـْحُن ِمـَن الـنَِّبيِّ صىل الـله عـليه وسـلم قَـْد ُغـِفَر لَـُه َمـا تَـَقدَّ
ْهـَر َوالَ أُفْـِطُر. َوقَـاَل آَخـُر أَنَـا أَْعـتَزُِل الـنَِّساَء فَـالَ  ـا أَنَـا فَـِإ?ِّ أَُصيلِّ الـلَّيَْل أَبَـًدا. َوقَـاَل آَخـُر أَنَـا أَُصوُم الـدَّ أَمَّ
أَتَزَوَُّج أَبَـًدا. فَـَجاَء رَُسوُل الـلَِّه صىل الـله عـليه وسـلم فَـَقاَل  " أَنْـتُُم الـَِّذيـَن قُـلْتُْم كَـَذا وَكَـَذا أََمـا َوالـلَّهِ 
إِ?ِّ ألَْخـَشاكُـْم لِـلَِّه َوأَتْـَقاكُـْم لَـُه، لَـِكنِّي أَُصـوُم َوأُفْـِطُر، َوأَُصيلِّ َوأَرْقُـُد َوأَتَزَوَُّج الـنَِّساَء، فَـَمْن َرِغـَب َعـنْ 

ُسنَِّتي فَلَيَْس ِمنِّي ". 
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 Narrated Anas bin Malik: A group of three men came to the houses of the wives 
of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) asking how the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) worshipped (Allah (هلالج لج)), and 
when they were informed about that, they considered their worship insufficient 
and said, "Where are we from the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) as his past and future sins have 
been forgiven." Then one of them said, "I will offer the prayer throughout the 
night forever." The other said, "I will fast throughout the year and will not break 
my fast." The third said, "I will keep away from the women and will not marry 
forever." Allah (هلالج لج)'s Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) came to them and said, "Are you the same 
people who said so-and-so? By Allah (هلالج لج), I am more submissive to Allah (هلالج لج) and 
more afraid of Him than you; yet I fast and break my fast, I do sleep and I also 
marry women. So he who does not follow my Sunnah in religion, is not from me 
(not one of my followers). (Sahih al-Bukhari 5063) 

 

 
Islam is based on a firm foundation, of the Quran and Sunnah, it is the religion 
of Allah (هلالج لج), and its beliefs lay down the framework upon which the deen is 

built. Bida’ah in the foundational beliefs began to arise when Islam spread 
outwards and started to adopt the philosophies of other groups. Such deviants 
questioned how Allah (هلالج لج) speaks, how He rose over the Throne, etc. This gave 

rise to the deviation in the fundamentals of belief.  

From these fundamental beliefs of Islam is the belief in Allah (هلالج لج) as He has 
confirmed in His final revelation. Muslims believe that Allah (هلالج لج) is above the 
seventh heaven, He (هلالج لج) rose over His throne in a manner that suits His 
majesty. It is a bida’ah in the belief to say that Allah (هلالج لج) is everywhere. 

The Quran is the speech of Allah (هلالج لج) (]م ا_ccccccccccccccccccك), His attribute. The people of 
bida’ah claim the Quran is a creation. Such claims have no proofs in the 
Shariah. Believers affirm exactly what Allah (هلالج لج) and the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) affirm 
without changing or distorting the speech.  

Bida’ah in belief (اعتقاد)
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As Muslims we affirm that Allah (هلالج لج) decreed every matter 50,000 years before 
the creation of the heavens and the earth and that He (هلالج لج) knows everything in 
the past, present and future. The deviated groups argue on these matters, 
following their desires in belief. One such example is to believe that humans 
are the creators of their own actions, but whereas Allah (هلالج لج) is actually the 
Creator of our actions. 

 
While Allâh has created you and what you make! (Surah As Saffat 37:96) 

Other deviated groups say that humans have no will and are forced in their 
belief or disbelief. However the Shariah tells us that we have a free will to 
choose whether to obey or disobey, believe or disbelieve. Bida’a in the aqeedah 
takes a person out of the fold of Islam due to the corruption in its foundation. 

 

 
Bida’ah in speech does not take a person out of Islam but it reduces their 
tawheed while the action is considered haram. The deen is to be followed in the 
path of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), he is the guide that Allah (هلالج لج) chose for mankind, if we 
do not follow this straight path that Allah (هلالج لج) chose for us, then we will be 
misled. Imagine on the Day of Judgement our crossing on the sirat will depend 
upon how we lived our life in accordance to the path chosen for us by Allah 
 We need therefore to be very careful when performing acts of worship, so .(هلالج لج)
that we verify whether these are according to the Sunnah or not, did the 
Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) advise us for the particular action or not. If we do not find it in the 
Shariah, then we need to abstain from it. If we do the action we will be held 
accountable for it, hence it is better not to do a deed that you cannot verify. 
This is in order to preserve the deen and our deeds. 

Bida’a in speech (قول)
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َعـْن أُمِّ الْـُمْؤِمِنَ≥ أُمِّ َعـبِْد الـلَِّه َعـائِـَشَة رَِيضَ الـلَُّه َعـْنَها، قَـالَـْت: قَـاَل: رَُسـول الـلَِّه صىل الـله عـليه و 
سلم "َمْن أَْحَدَث ِيف أَْمرِنَا َهَذا َما لَيَْس ِمْنُه فَُهَو رَدٌّ 

The Messenger of Allah (هلالج لج) (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “He who innovates something in this 
matter of ours (i.e., Islam) that is not of it will have it rejected (by Allah (هلالج لج)). 
(Sahih Muslim 1718) 

Examples of bida’ah in speech 

When you feel like yawning, the Sunnah is to suppress it, but the bida’a is 
to say (يمcccccccccرجcccccccccشيطان الcccccccccن الcccccccccا[ مcccccccccوذ بcccccccccأع). ‘I seek refuge with Allah from the accursed 
shaitan.’ It might seem logical to seek refuge from the shaitan since yawning 
is from the shaitan, but the deen is not based on our logic, rather it is 
clearly instructed in the Sunnah. 

When we raise from ruku’ we say (مدcccك الحcccنا ولcccمده ربcccن حccc& ]مع اcccس), ‘Allah responds 
to the one who praises Him, our Lord and to You is all praise’ however some 
people of bida’ah add (رcكcشccccccccccccccccccو ال), ‘and thanks’ after it too, however this is not 
mentioned in any hadith. 

To read the adkaar out loud in a group is also a bida’ah, but shaitan makes 
the people feel as if it’s greater magnification when the voices come together. 
Also repeating the names of Allah (هلالج لج) a certain number of times, or saying 
the name over and over is considered a bida’ah. 

It is also bida'ah to make tawwasul, to beseech anyone while making dua, 
such as saying, 'for the sake of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), O Allah give me'. Waseelah 
can be given by what has been made permissible in the Shariah, such as 
the Names and Attributes of Allah (هلالج لج). 

To recite certain surahs of the Quran to fulfill a need that is not prescribed 
in the Sunnah is also a bida’ah that people can fall into, like reciting Surah 
Al Waqiah to be saved from poverty, or Surah Yusuf to have a boy, Surah 
Maryam to have a girl and so forth. This is why knowledge is an obligation 
for every Muslim so that he can preserve his deen. 
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These are actons which are done as a worship but are not in accordance to the 
Sunnah of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). When one bida’ah is practiced, it eliminates a 

Sunnah. However, it is incumbent that when we see a person consumed in a 
bida’ah that we do not look down upon them, or make fun at them, rather we 
need to show them mercy, advise them and make dua for their guidance and 
protection of the Muslims as a whole. 

Some common examples are listed below 

On hearing good news, it is Sunnah to do a sujood for shukr, which does 
not even require one to be facing the qibla, wearing a headscarf, or to be 
in wudhu. However, shaitan whispers to man that he is miserly, and 
should do two units of prayer for ‘salat ash shukr’- prayer of gratitude. 
Also to do a sujood shukr after every obligatory salah is bida’ah as this 
was not the way of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), nor did he advise it or accept it as a 

practice. Another way that shaitan whispers in the salah is to suggest to 
do a sujood sahwu every time in order to “cover-up” for any mistakes, 
this is also not the reason prescribed for sujood sahwu. 

Another commonly practiced bida’ah is to set aside a day as special for 
specific forms of worship when such a day which is not legislated in the 
Sunnah, such as the 15th of Sha’ban, Isra’a and Mi’raj or the birthday of 
the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). 

Bida’ah in actions (فعل)
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This refers to abstaining from something that is permissible as part of a 
worship. For example, to remain unmarried in order to be devoted to the deen. 
This is not from the way of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), so it is not considered a worship. 

Other examples are not to sleep on the bed, rather sleep on the floor as part of 
worship. Allah (هلالج لج) does not want difficulty for man; rather Allah (هلالج لج) wants 

ease for us, but when we leave the straight path, we take the path of difficulty 
and one that goes against our fitrah, and ultimately it does not benefit us in 
the akhira. 

 

Bida’ah in leaving something (ترك)
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Leadership, Group, 
Companions, and Awliya 

 (اnمامة و الجماعة و الصحابة و ا$ولياء)

 

 
Knowing the rights of the leader helps develop strong, stable societies. It is a 
part of the belief of the Muslims to fulfill these rights in order to preserve the 
strength of the religion and society. 

 
 O you who believe! Obey Allâh and obey the Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), and those of 

you (Muslims) who are in authority. (Surah An Nisa’a 59) 

Rights of the one in charge: 

Believers are instructed to listen and obey with goodness (عروفc&اcة بcطاعcسمع و الcال) 
to their leaders. They are also instructed to obey them as obedience to the 
rules of a leader is not optional. The only exception is if a leader commands 
a person to act in a way that is contrary to the legislation of Allah (هلالج لج). 

Leaders should be advised if they fall into error but it must be in private 
 it is not permissible to talk behind their back or to have open :(الccccccccccccccccccنccصccح لccccccccccccccccccهccم)
discussions with others, as this does not bring about any benefit. Rather 
such speech brings about discord and negativity. If any issue should arise, 
the person who is in charge should be informed, and spoken to with respect 
and honor. When Allah (هلالج لج) instructed Musa م_cليه السcع to go to Firown, he was 
told to speak with him in a respectable manner (يناcو, لcق ) as he was a leader of 
his people, even though he was the worst of the people. The parents are the 
leaders in the home, and deserve the obedience of the children in every 
matter without debates and arguments.  

Leadership (مامةnا)
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It is forbidden to go against the leaders even if they do injustice (روجccccccccccccccccرم الخccccccccccccccccيح 
 It is not permissible to speak against them, rallying support :(عccccccccccccليهم و لccccccccccccو جccccccccccccاروا
for your own agenda. Included here is the obedience to a teacher, or a boss 
and not speaking ill of them to others. Islam commands us to submit to the 
rules of those in authority without speaking negatively about them. A 
Muslim is commanded to obey at home, at school, at work, and where he 
lives. It is important to also mention that the obedience of the ruler/leader/
parents is not above the obedience of Allah (هلالج لج). 

 

 
The believers need to hold tight to the rope of Allah (هلالج لج) together, as this is their 
strength. When we separate, it will cause weakness within us. 

 
And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allâh (i.e. this Qur'ân), and be 

not divided among yourselves (Surah Al Imran 103) 

The group we need to follow are the Companions of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) (نبيccccحاب الccccأص 
 و مccccccن) and those who follow them in goodness until the Last Day (صccccccلى ا[ عccccccليه وسccccccلم
 .(أهccccccccccل الccccccccccسنة و الجccccccccccماعccccccccccة) Ahl As Sunnah wa Al Jama’a – (أتccccccccccبعهم بccccccccccإحccccccccccسان الccccccccccى يccccccccccوم الccccccccccديccccccccccن
Everyone says they’re right, so we ask Allah (هلالج لج) to guide us. We need to deal 
with Allah (هلالج لج) like we don’t know and we can only trust Him.   

َعـْن َعـائِـَشَة ريض الـله عـنها ، قَـالَـْت َسـأََل رَُجـٌل الـنَِّبيَّ صىل الـله عـليه وسـلم أَىُّ الـنَّاِس َخïٌْ قَـاَل " 
الَْقرُْن الَِّذي أَنَا ِفيِه ثُمَّ الثَّاِ? ثُمَّ الثَّالُِث " .  

'A'isha (ra) reported that a person asked Allah (هلالج لج)'s Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) as to who 
amongst the people were the best. He said: Of the generation to which I belong, 
then of the second generation (generation adjacent to my generation), then of the 
third generation (generation adjacent to the second generation (Sahih Muslim 
2536) 

Group (الجماعة)
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If we want success, then we need to follow the path of those who were granted 
this success, therefore it is incumbent to know the methodology (نهجccccccccم) that they 
followed, and the way that they studied the deen. 

We cannot depend on the means, but we need to rely on Allah () to guide us 
and make us among  (الفرقة الناجية), the one that’s saved.  

ـِتي َعَىل ثـَالٍَث  َعـْن َعـبِْد الـلَِّه بْـِن َعـْمٍرو، قَـاَل قَـاَل رَُسـوُل الـلَِّه صىل الـله عـليه وسـلم  "َوتَْفَرتُِق أُمَّ
َوَسبِْعَ≥ ِملًَّة كُلُُّهْم ِيف النَّاِر إِالَّ ِملًَّة َواِحَدًة قَالُوا َوَمْن ِهَي يَا رَُسوَل اللَِّه قَاَل َما أَنَا َعلَيِْه  

 " Fَِوأَْصَحا
Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Amr (may Allah be pleased with him): That the 
Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: …my Ummah will split into seventy-three sects. All 
of them are in the Fire Except one sect." He said: "And which is it O Messenger of 
Allah?" He said: "What I am upon and my Companions." (Jami` at-Tirmidhi 2641) 

What are the Rights of a Group 

It is not permissible to cause division in the deen (نcccccديcccccي الcccccتفرق فcccccجوز الcccccي ,): there 
are various hadith that remind the Muslims to be together, like a wall, and 
the merits of being a united body. Shaitan has given up hope of Muslims 
worshipping other than Allah (هلالج لج), so he sows the seeds of enmity within the 
believers. 

Do not be a means of trial (fitna) between the Muslims (Qلمccccccccccccccا&س Qccccccccccccccفتنة بccccccccccccccو , ال): 
people are naturally a test for each other, but we should not purposely make 
difficulties for each other.  

Believers should primarily deal with other Muslims with good intentions 
 we should think good of others and not test :(اCصccccل فccccي جccccميع ا&سccccلمQ سcccc_مccccة الccccقصد)
their piety as the shaitan will only make you want to fulfill your suspicion (, 
Qلمccة ا&سccامccتحان عccجوز امccي). When we test people, we are in reality already thinking 
bad of them, and trying to prove our assumptions about them. We need to 
take things at face value, and not try to see what is in the hearts of the 
people, as this is only known by Allah (هلالج لج) and should not consume our 
energy. 
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Similarly, we need to take the speech of others in its best meaning, thinking 
the best of what is said (حسنccccccمل الccccccلى ا&حccccccهم عccccccم_ccccccمل كccccccل حccccccصCا): do not try to probe 
into the intentions of others, rather give people excuses, pardon them and 
think the best of their speech. 

If someone has apparent stubbornness and bad intent, it is still not 
permissible to delve deeply into their plots and to spy on them (ناده وcر عcن ظهcو م 
 knows the speech, actions and (هلالج لج) Allah :(سccccccccccccccوء قccccccccccccccصده , يccccccccccccccجوز تccccccccccccccكلف تccccccccccccccأويcccccccccccccc_ت لccccccccccccccه
intentions of His slaves, and it is Allah (هلالج لج) alone to whom all will be brought 
to account, so leave the judgments to the All Knowing. 

 

 
The Companions of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) are those who met the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) in his 
lifetime, believed in him and died on this belief (ه وcنا بcؤمcلم مcليه وسcلى ا[ عcنبي صcب الcاحcص 
  .(ما على ذلك

The Companions are the best of people after the Messengers (عدcccccccccccناس بcccccccccccير الcccccccccccم خcccccccccccو ه 
 We free ourselves from the people who .(كccccccccccccccccccلcهcم عccccccccccccccccccدول) and they are all just (اCنccccccccccccccccccبcيcاء
think bad about any of them. Abu Bakr As Siddique (نهccccى ا[ عccccرض) was the best of 
Companions and from the companions, the Muhajiroon were better than the 
Ansar and the believers at the Batte of Badr were the best among them.  Those 
who spent before the Treaty of Hudaybiyah were better than those who spent 
after it. 

From the Companions, there were ten who were given glad tidings of Paradise, 
they have superiority over other Sahabah (Companions). 

َعـْن َعـبِْد الرَّْحـَمِن بْـِن َعْوٍف، قَـاَل قَـاَل رَُسوُل الـلَِّه صىل الـله عـليه وسـلم  " أَبُـو بَـْكٍر ِيف الْـَجنَِّة َوُعـَمرُ 
رَّْحـَمِن بْـنُ  بïَُْ ِيف الْـَجنَِّة َوَعـبُْد الـ ِيف الْـَجنَِّة َوُعثَْ'ُن ِيف الْـَجنَِّة َوَعِيلٌّ ِيف الْـَجنَِّة َوطَـلَْحُة ِيف الْـَجنَِّة َوالـزُّ

َعْوٍف ِيف الَْجنَِّة َوَسْعٌد ِيف الَْجنَِّة َوَسِعيٌد ِيف الَْجنَِّة َوأَبُو ُعبَيَْدَة بُْن الَْجرَّاِح ِيف الَْجنَِّة " 

Narrated 'Abdur-Rahman bin 'Awf: that the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: "Abu 
Bakr is in Paradise, 'Umar is in Paradise, 'Uthman is in Paradise, 'Ali is in 

Companions of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) (الصحابة)
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Paradise, Talhah is in Paradise, Az-Zubair is in Paradise, 'Abdur-Rahman bin 
'Awf is in Paradise, Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas is in Paradise, Sa'eed is in Paradise, 
and Abu 'Ubaidah bin Al-Jarrah is in Paradise." (At Tirmidhi Book 49, Hadith 
4112) 

The wives of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) were all pure and the best of them were Khadija 
  .respectively (رضى ا[ عنها) and Aishah (رضى ا[ عنها)

This is an important basic principle which the Muslims should adhere to, 
namely loving and respecting the Sahabah, because that is part of faith. Hating 
them or hating one of them is kufr and hypocrisy. 

 

 
Awliya Allah are the ones who believe in Allah (هلالج لج) and have taqwa; Awliya are 
not saints and we do not know who are awliya Allah.  

 
No doubt! Verily, the Auliyâ' of Allâh [i.e. those who believe in the Oneness of 

Allâh and fear Allâh much (abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds 
which he has forbidden), and love Allâh much (perform all kinds of good 

deeds which He has ordained)], no fear shall come upon them nor shall they 
grieve, (62) Those who believed (in the Oneness of Allâh - Islâmic 

Monotheism), and used to fear Allâh much (by abstaining from evil deeds and 
sins and by doing righteous deeds) (63) (Surah Yunus 62-63) 

Achieving true faith and piety are matters of the heart that are hidden, and 
people cannot find out about them, hence the true awliya of Allah (هلالج لج) are only 
known to Him. A believer should turn all his focus on perfecting his faith, and 
having taqwa so he may be the one upon whom there will be no fear and who 
shall not grieve. 

Awliya (ا$ولياء)
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ي+ا HIَلGب+ اCْEلُوب!  
 Kك!M#د َOKP ِRْ7لS TUVَث

O Changer of the hearts,  
keep my heart firm 
 on Your religion.  

At Tirmidhi Book 32, Hadith 2290




