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Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – All-Notes 

Introduction   

▪ Hadith: ( قال رسول هللا صلى هللا عليه و سلم : ) كان ال ينام حتى يقرأ المسبحات ويقول فيها آية خير من

آية  didn't sleep until he recited the (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) The Messenger of Allah“) ((ألف 

Musabbihaat (starting with the praise of Allah) and said in them is a verse 

better than 1000 verses.” (At Tirmidhi, Hadith #2712)) -   الترمذي وصححه رواه 

2712األلباني /   

▪ The surahs which begin with tasbeeh are: Surat Al Isra’a  (The Night 

Journey), Surat Al Hadeed (Iron), Surat Al Hashr (Gathering), Surat Al Saf 

(Ranks), Surat Al Juma’a (Friday), Surat At Taghabun (Mutual Loss and 

Gain), Surat Al A’ala (The Most High) (  اإلسراء ، الحديد ، الحشر ، الصف ، الجمعة ، التغابن

 (، األعلى

▪ Some scholars said the ayah which is better than a thousand verses in 

Surah Al Hadid 3 and Allah knows best is: ( بَاِطنُ  ِهُر َوٱلأ ـٰ َِخُر َوٱلظَّ ُل َوٱألأ َوَّ  َوهَُو بِكُل ِ  ۖ هَُو ٱألأ

َعِليم   ٍء   He is the First (nothing is before Him) and the Last (nothing is) (َشىأ

after Him), the Most High (nothing is above Him) and the Most Near 

(nothing is nearer than Him). And He is the All-Knower of everything) 

▪ Real enjoyment in this life is when you know Who’s Allah and when you 

worship Him. Our life is more than just eating, drinking, marriage and 

children. We don’t need to be servant to anyone except to the One 

Who created us. The one who’s hungry thinks enjoyment is when he’s 

eating, the one who’s single thinks enjoyment is when he’s married, the 

one who’s married thinks enjoyment is when he has children, and the 

one who has children thinks enjoyment is when the children are listening 
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to him, subhan Allah. Though enjoyment is not tangible, it’s when you 

bow and prostrate to your Lord.  

▪ When you like something, anything can come in the middle and spoil it, 

but nothing can affect your enjoyment with Allah. A horizontal 

relationship (person to person) can easily be cut and spoiled but when 

the relationship is vertical (you and Allah) then no one can reach it, 

subhan Allah 

▪ We are created to worship Allah and use everything we have to devote 

ourselves and to reach to Him. We have to use the duniya to reach to 

Allah and not get caught into it like a spider web. A spider web is 

transparent and if you go to it then you can get trapped.  

▪ If you have any problem in life, be it financial, health, marital, children, 

or parenting; the solution to all of them is knowing Allah. Though 

consistency and being patient is needed. When there’s so much clutter 

in our minds and hearts then it will slow us down; we won’t be able to do 

our job. The names of Allah clarify and beautify our life; it’s a solution for 

everyone.  

▪ The four names we will learn about in sha’a Allah make everything clear 

and beautiful. This name was unseen to everyone until we were having 

one of the classes. Allah will show us His ayat and to see them makes it a 

beautiful journey which we all want to experience. 

▪ Allah is The First, He comes before our planning, thinking, or knowledge 

and He’s The Last, He’s our goal and nothing after that. Allah is Adh 

Dhahir, The Most Apparent, His ayat are so visible that no one can avoid 

them and He’s Al Baatin, The Most Hidden, no one can be more hidden 

than Him. 
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▪ Al Awwal Al Akhir surrounds us with time and Adh Dhahir Al Baatin 

surrounds us with place.  

▪ Ibn Al Qayyim may Allah have mercy on him said: Allah is Al Awwal, He 

is The First and nothing can come before Him. He comes before our 

planning, thinking, means and experience. He precedes the plan of 

anyone. He is Al Akhir, He’s The Last showing us the result of our actions. 

The result is not upon anyone. The measurement with Allah is not 1+1=2. 

He comes before the ‘1’ and after the ‘2’, subhan Allah. Where are we? 

In the middle, we’re totally surrounded and encompassed by time and 

place.  

▪ Allah is Al Awwal, someone might compete to be first, but Allah is before 

him. Someone receives provision, but Allah is before it. Someone is 

guided, Allah is before it. You’re the first to give sadaqah, but Allah is First, 

He is before it. Allah precedes everyone and everything.  

▪ Allah is Al Akhir, The Last, and only He can be The First and The Last at the 

same time though they’re opposites, subhan Allah. Opposites for 

humans is a sickness such as being bi-polar. Allah is Adh Dhahir Al Baatin, 

only He can be apparent and visible at the same time.  

▪ Maybe you’ll see someone first but they can’t be last, maybe you’ll see 

someone apparent but they can’t be visible, and this shows you only 

Allah can be like this. It truly makes us feel as if we’re nothing.  

▪ When an idea comes to our mind, Allah is The First. Sometimes we 

discover something new on the phone but we’re not the first; Allah is The 

First. At the same time Allah is The Last, He’s the One Who comes after 

the means; He’s The One Who gives us the result. This truly surrounds us. 
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▪ If something is so visible, how can it be discreet at the same time? Allah 

is Adh Dhahir Al Baatin at the same time; His ayat are apparent over all 

ayat and His actions are apparent over all actions, yet at the same time 

we don’t know about Him, subhan Allah. The more we learn about Allah, 

the more we feel we don’t know about Him. The actions and ayat of 

Allah are all subtle; they’re not abrupt. And no one can grasp Him.  

▪ Allah is Al Baatin and He’s closer to us than we are to ourselves, subhan 

Allah. He knows all our hidden secrets. Never think you can do something 

or hide something while Allah doesn’t know about it. Where is Allah? He 

is above the seven heavens, He rose over the Throne in a manner that 

suits His majesty. He’s not with us physically.  

▪ Allah knows all that we conceal, even what’s inside the ‘lining’ of our 

hearts, subhan Allah. Don’t think it’s ok if I say something in front of certain 

people, and not others.   

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin in the Qur’an and Sunnah 

Surah Al Hadid 3: ( َِخُر   َوٱألأ ُل  َوَّ ٱألأ بَاِطنُ هَُو  َوٱلأ ِهُر  ـٰ َعِليم  ۖ َوٱلظَّ ٍء  َشىأ بِكُل ِ  َوهَُو   ) (He is the First 

(nothing is before Him) and the Last (nothing is after Him), the Most High 

(nothing is above Him) and the Most Near (nothing is nearer than Him). And 

He is the All-Knower of everything) 

▪ You will find these sets of names always together and not separate from 

each other. Truly we’re surrounded and these names are found only in 

Surah Al Hadid. The theme of Surah Al Hadid is balance and these names 

keep us balanced and in the middle. We shouldn’t transgress because 

there’s no room, Allah is Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin.  
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ِض َوَربَّ  َرأ َراِة اللُهمَّ َربَّ السََّماَواِت َوَربَّ األأ ِ َوالنََّوى، َوُمنأِزَل التَّوأ ٍء، فَاِلَق الأَحب  ِش الأعَِظيِم، َربَّنَا َوَربَّ كُل ِ َشيأ  الأعَرأ

قَاِن، أَعُوذُ بَِك ِمنأ َشر ِ  نأِجيِل َوالأفُرأ ِ ٌء، َواْلأ ُل فَلَيأَس قَبألََك َشيأ َوَّ ٍء أَنأَت آِخذٌ بِنَاِصيَتِِه، اللُهمَّ أَنأَت األأ ِخُر   كُل ِ َشيأ َوأَنأَت اآلأ

ٌء، اقأِض عَ  ٌء، َوأَنأَت الأبَاِطُن فَلَيأَس ُدونََك َشيأ قََك َشيأ ٌء، َوأَنأَت الظَّاِهُر فَلَيأَس فَوأ نِنَا ِمَن  فَلَيأَس بَعأَدَك َشيأ نَّا الدَّيأَن، َوأَغأ

 الأفَقأرِ 

Allaahumma rabbas-samaawaati, wa rabb-al-‛arshil-‛aẓeemi, rabbanaa 

wa rabba kulli shay’in, faaliq-al-ḥabbi wan-nawaa, wa munazzilat-

tawraati wal-injeeli wal-furqaani, a‛oodhu bika min sharri kulli shay’in anta 

aakhidhun bi naaṣiyatih. Allaahumma antal-awwalu fa laysa qablaka 

shay’un, wa antal-aakhiru fa laysa ba‛daka shay’un, wa antaẓ-ẓaahiru fa 

laysa fawqaka shay’un, wa antal-baaṭinu fa laysa doonaka shay’un, iqḍi 

‛annid-dayna wa aghni mi-nal-faqr 

O Allah, Lord of the heavens, Lord of the earth and Lord of the exalted 

throne, our Lord and the Lord of all things, Splitter of the seed and the 

date stone, Revealer of the Torah, the Injeel and the Furqan, I seek 

refuge with You from the evil of all things You seize by the forelock (i.e. 

You have total mastery over). O Allah, You are The First so there is 

nothing before You and You are The Last so there is nothing after You. 

You are The Most Apparent so there is nothing above You and You are 

The Most Hidden so there is nothing closer than You, settle my debt for 

me and spare me from poverty. 

(At Tirmidhi 3481) 

 

▪ These names are also found in the supplications before going to sleep. 

Keep in mind the musabihat are read at night and perhaps we can’t 

read all the surahs, but subhan Allah it’s mentioned in the supplication 

before going to sleep.  
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▪ ( الأعَِظيمِ اللُهمَّ َربَّ   ِش  الأعَرأ ِض َوَربَّ  َرأ السََّماَواِت َوَربَّ األأ ): You are the Lord of the Heavens 

and the Earth and The Great Throne, Allah is the Lord of these great 

creations, He’s taking care of them, so what about you as you go to 

sleep? 

ءٍ ) ▪ َشيأ كُل ِ  َوَربَّ   Allah is The One taking care of everyone and making :(َربَّنَا 

them grow. 

ِ َوالنََّوى،  ▪  Allah is The Splitter of the Seed and Date Stone. Who’s the :(فَاِلَق الأَحب 

One Who opens the heart, Who’s the One Who opens the mind to have 

an idea? Only Allah.  

قَاِن،) ▪ نأِجيِل َوالأفُرأ ِ َراِة َواْلأ  ,Allah is The One Who brought down the Torah :(َوُمنأِزَل التَّوأ

Gospel and Qur’an and the Qur’an is what makes our heart to sprout. 

بِنَاِصيَتِِه، ) ▪ أَنأَت آِخذٌ  ٍء   I seek refuge with You from the evil of :(أَعُوذُ بَِك ِمنأ َشر ِ كُل ِ َشيأ

anyone who has evil. Allah is holding them by their forelocks, so don’t 

fear anyone or any evil. When you’re asleep, you’re in a minor death 

and anything can happen to you, but Allah is protecting you. Truly no 

one loves you more than Allah (ال اله اال هللا). The most beautiful thing in our 

life is that Allah is Allah. Many people in life don’t know about Allah. 

Alhamdulilah Allah favored us over His believing slaves, alhamdulilah.  

▪ ( فَلَيأسَ  الظَّاِهُر  َوأَنأَت  ٌء،  بَعأَدَك َشيأ فَلَيأَس  ِخُر  اآلأ َوأَنأَت  ٌء،  قَبألََك َشيأ فَلَيأَس  ُل  َوَّ األأ أَنأَت  َوأَنأَت   اللُهمَّ  ٌء،  قََك َشيأ فَوأ

ءٌ  ، الأبَاِطُن فَلَيأَس ُدونََك َشيأ ): No one is first or last in my life, and no one is visible and 

hidden in my life except Allah. Not my husband or children are first in my 

life but You’re the First in my life and there’s no goal except You. Allah is 

Adh Dhahir, no one is above Him or dominating in my life, and He’s Al 

Baatin, no one knows more about me than Allah. We’re truly surrounded; 

as if we’re sleeping with a tight hug, wrapped like a baby, subhan Allah. 

But we’re the one unwrapping ourselves and saying ‘I’m so successful, 
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I’m doing this’, astaghfar Allah, forgetting that Allah is Al Awwal Al Akhir 

Adh Dhahir Al Baatin.  

 .I have debt whether it’s monetary or rights of the people :(اقأِض َعنَّا الدَّيأَن، ) ▪

Before we sleep we need to recalculate our debt, and we’re asking 

Allah to fulfill our rights and debts. When Allah gives you the deen then 

He loves you more than someone without the deen and when Allah 

teaches you then He loves you more than who’s not taught, so be 

happy, alhamdulilah. How can we pay back the rights of our parents? 

We can’t, but we’re asking Allah to fulfill it for us.  

الأفَقأرِ ) ▪ ِمَن  نِنَا   ,and enrich us from poverty, the means will not enrich us :(َوأَغأ

but our devotion to Allah is what will enrich us from poverty.  

▪ Ibn ‘Abbas may Allah be pleased with him said: a man came to him 

discreetly and said there’s something in my chest. And Ibn ‘Abbas (  رضي

 understood, ‘is there a doubt?’. The man had doubts and he was (هللا عنه

scared to say so. So Ibn ‘Abbas (رضي هللا عنه) laughed and said ‘no one is 

saved from this feeling’, subhan Allah. Then ‘Ibn Abbas said when you 

have this doubt then say this ayah  (  َ بَاِطنُ هَُو ٱألأ ِهُر َوٱلأ ـٰ َِخُر َوٱلظَّ ُل َوٱألأ ٍء َعِليم  ۖ وَّ  ( َوهَُو بِكُل ِ َشىأ

(He is the First (nothing is before Him) and the Last (nothing is after Him), 

the Most High (nothing is above Him) and the Most Near (nothing is 

nearer than Him). And He is the All-Knower of everything). It is a remedy 

for those who have doubts and wiswas. If you’re doubting and thinking, 

‘when will my provision come? When will the victory come?’ When will 

this person be guided?’ then say this and it will close this chapter of 

doubts. Hadith: ( ِ َما أَتََكلَُّم بِِه    .قَاَل َسأَْلُت اْبَن َعبَّاٍس فَقُْلُت َما َشْىٌء أَِجدُهُ فِي َصدِْري قَاَل َما هَُو قُْلُت َوَّللاَّ

ُ َعزَّ َوَجلَّ    فَإِْن كُْنَت فِي  }قَاَل فَقَاَل ِلي أََشْىٌء ِمْن َشك ٍ قَاَل َوَضِحَك .   قَاَل َما نََجا ِمْن ذَلِ َك أََحدٌ  -  قَاَل  - َحتَّى أَْنزَ َل َّللاَّ

ا أَْنَزْلنَا إِلَْيَك فَاْسأَِل الَِّذيَن يَْقَرُءوَن اْلِكتَاَب ِمْن قَْبِلَك     اآليَةَ قَاَل فَقَاَل ِلي إِذَا َوَجدَْت فِي نَْفِسَك َشْيئًا فَقُْل }  هُوَ  {َشك ٍ ِممَّ
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ُل َواآلِخُر َوالظَّاِهُر َواْلبَاِطُن َوهَُو بِكُل ِ َشْىٍء َعِليٌم  {  ,AbuZumayl said: I asked Ibn Abbas) (األَوَّ

saying: What is that I find in my breast? He asked: What is it? I replied: I 

swear by Allah, I cannot speak about it. He asked me: Is it something 

doubtful? and he laughed. He then said: No one could escape that, until 

Allah, the exalted, revealed: "If thou went in doubt as to what we have 

revealed unto thee, and ask those who have been reading the Book 

from before thee." He said: If you find something in your heart, say: He is 

the first and the Last, the Evident and the Immanent, and He has full 

knowledge of all things.) - Sunan Abi Dawud 5110 

May Allah make us true slaves to Him and never deprive us of His Favors. 

Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #2 

Al Awwal Al Akhir ( األول اآلخر) 

▪ When we want anything, The First is Allah. Sometimes we say ‘I’m the first 

who thought of this’, no one is the first, Allah is The First and we are after. 

At the same time He is Al Akhir and nothing is after Him. This means the 

result, judgement and creation belongs to Him. Everything goes back to 

Him.  

▪ Who made the angels to make dua for us? Allah Al Awwal. When we 

know Allah is Al Awwal then we should go to Him first. No one can solve 

our problems first and console us first except Allah. When we know Allah 

is Al Akhir and the result and judgement is in His Hand then we should 

make Him your goal. His Words are final, so don’t go to someone else.  
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▪ Yusuf (عليه السالم) saw a vision, though Allah is The First and knows what will 

happen, and what did his father Yaqoub (السالم  say to him? Surah (عليه 

Yusuf 6: ( َك َوَعلَٰىٰٓ َءاِل يَعأ  َمتَهُۥ  َعلَيأ ََحاِديِث َويُتِمُّ نِعأ ِويِل ٱألأ تَبِيَك َربَُّك َويُعَل ُِمَك ِمن تَأأ َها َوَكذَٲِلَك يَجأ قُوَب َكَمآٰ أَتَمَّ

قَ  ـٰ َح َرٲِهيَم َوإِسأ ُل إِبأ َك ِمن قَبأ إِنَّ َربََّك َعِليم  َحِكيم     ۚ َعلَٰىٰٓ أَبََويأ ) ("Thus will your Lord choose you and 

teach you the interpretation of dreams (and other things) and perfect His 

Favour on you and on the offspring of Ya'qûb (Jacob), as He perfected it 

on your fathers, Ibrahîm (Abraham) and Ishâq (Isaac) aforetime! Verily, 

your Lord is All-Knowing, All-Wise.") – he said to complete His favors upon 

you, this is Allah Al Akhir. May Allah complete His favors upon us until we 

die. Ameen. 

▪ Sometimes we start things but it doesn’t get completed. We might be 

downloading something and it says ‘download incomplete’ or 

‘interrupted’ or ‘disconnected’.  

▪ Sometimes we’re taking all of the means but there’s no result. For 

example we’re told if we attend ten treatment sessions then there will 

find results but there’s no change. Only Allah is Al Awwal Who comes 

before the means and Al Akhir Who comes after the means; only He 

brings the result.  

▪ The names Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir surrounds us by time. Sometimes we 

don’t see the picture as complete. When did Yusuf (السالم  see the (عليه 

realization of his dream? After forty years, subhan Allah. If we pick the 

fruit before it’s ripe then we end it then, astaghfar Allah. May Allah 

complete His blessing upon us. Ameen. That’s why Yusuf’s dua was make 

me die as a Muslim and make me follow the righteous; this is completion.  

▪ It’s important to make our goal Allah because He’s Al Akhir. We ask Allah 

for His pleasure and paradise. Ameen.  
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▪ Knowledge about Allah is greater than any treasure, gold or silver. You 

can bring anything in the blink of an eye when you have knowledge 

about Alla (0هلالج لج, subhan Allah. You might not have any means but Allah 

is Al Awwal; He’s the One Who brings the means to you. And when you 

have the means, only Allah Al Akhir can complete the means for you. 

Knowledge is not a goal, our goal is Allah, and we want to learn in order 

to reach Allah.  

▪ When we know Allah is Al Awwal Al Akhir then we should not incline to 

the means.  

Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (الظاهر الباطن) 

▪ The names Adh Dhahir Al Baatin surround us by place. We are 

surrounded by time and place, as if we’re a dot and have no place to 

move, subhan Allah. Wherever we go, we’re being watched and at the 

same time we’re being protected. Allah is Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir 

Al Baatin so where can we go? Subhan Allah. 

▪ Anything that’s visible and apparent in our life, we have to know Allah is 

Adh Dhahir, He’s greater and above it. 

▪ Sometimes we have a place in our house where we can see who’s 

coming and going, what time our husband is leaving and arriving, what 

time our son is going out and coming back. Yet we’re being watched 

from above; Allah Adh Dhahir watches and observes all the creation.  

▪ When we look at the timeline of our life, there were periods which were 

apparent and people who stood out. Who was dhahir and apparent in 

your life ten years ago? Maybe you were working, or you were studying, 

or you were in another country. And now those who were apparent in 
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your life are different, and this will change, subhan Allah. However, Allah 

is Adh Dhahir and He’s visible and apparent from everything and 

everyone else. When Allah is not Adh Dhahir in our life then we will be 

torn and lost because we’re distracted with those who are ‘apparent’ in 

our life. 

▪ When we look back twenty years in our life, what decrees were 

apparent? These can distract us. But when you know Allah is Adh Dhahir 

and He’s the Most Apparent then we will not be lost. 

▪ Allah is Al Baatin, He’s so close, even more than anything hidden. We 

need to be careful of our Baatin and take care of ourselves from inside. 

We need to organize and tidy our heart; we shouldn’t make ‘storages’ 

inside our heart. For example we put containers to cover up our clutter, 

and we do the same with our hearts. If we hate someone, we put it inside 

a ‘box’ in our heart. We should clear it and get rid of it.  

▪ Allah is Al Baatin and He’s closer to us than anything. Surah Al Mujadila 

7: ( ِض  َرأ َوٲِت َوَما فِى ٱألأ ـٰ لَُم َما فِى ٱلسََّم َ يَعأ ثٍَة إاِلَّ ۖ أَلَمأ تََر أَنَّ ٱَّللَّ ـٰ َوٰى ثَلَ َسٍة إاِلَّ  َما يَُڪوُن ِمن نَّجأ  هَُو َرابِعُُهمأ َواَل َخمأ

ثََر إاِلَّ هَُو َمعَهُ  نَٰى ِمن ذَٲِلَك َواَلٰٓ أَڪأ َن َما َكانُوا  هَُو َساِدسُہُمأ َواَلٰٓ أَدأ َمةِ ۖ مأ أَيأ ـٰ ِقيَ َم ٱلأ َ بِكُل ِ ۚ  ثُمَّ يُنَب ِئُُهم بَِما َعِملُوا  يَوأ  إِنَّ ٱَّللَّ

َعِليم   ٍء   Have you not seen that Allâh knows whatsoever is in the) (َشىأ

heavens and whatsoever is on the earth? There is no Najwa (secret 

counsel) of three, but He is their fourth (with His Knowledge, while He 

Himself is over the Throne, over the seventh heaven), nor of five but He is 

their sixth (with His Knowledge), not of less than that or more, but He is 

with them (with His Knowledge) wheresoever they may be; And 

afterwards on the Day of Resurrection, He will inform them of what they 

did. Verily, Allâh is the All-Knower of everything.) – if three people are 

talking alone, Allah is the fourth.  
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▪ One of the reasons for a bad end is because the Baatin, the inner, is not 

good, astaghfar Allah. A person’s inside is corrupt; he thinks bad, his 

ideas are evil, astaghfar Allah. Allah is Al Baatin and He’s watching our 

inside. When we know Allah is Al Baatin, what should we do? Purify our 

hearts and our inside. Our relationship with Allah should be equal inside 

and outside. If the inside is good then the outside will be good, but if 

we’re pretending to be good then it will show. For example if we have 

something against someone, when we smile to them, it won’t be natural.  

▪ Salman Al Farasi may Allah be pleased with him said, ‘whoever fixes his 

inner then Allah will fix his outer’. We need to take care of our inside more 

than the outside. When you take care of our inside then this is ikhlas, but 

we’re worrying about our outer because people see it. May Allah adorn 

our hearts with faith and taqwa. Ameen.  

▪ These four names surround us 360 degrees; Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir 

surrounds us by time so we should make Him First in our life and our goal. 

Allah Adh Dhahir Al Baatin surrounds us by place so we feel as if we are 

hugged and protected. When we are occupied and there’s structure in 

our life then it keeps us ‘saved’. When do we sin? When there’s free time. 

We don’t want to reach the point where we reach ‘I wish I did this’. When 

you’re busy doing something then it gives you safety from sins.   

May Allah help us purify our inner. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #3 

Introduction 
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▪ When we know Allah is Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin, we should 

make Him first and our goal, and we should purify ourselves. All of us are 

dealing with Allah with every single action. When we give charity, before 

it reaches the hands of the person, it reaches the Hands of Allah, subhan 

Allah. Don’t think you’re only dealing with your husband, children or x, y, 

and z.  

▪ In Surah Al Isra’a 23 to 45, different rules are mentioned – we should not 

commit shirk, be good to our parents, not say ‘uff to them’, not kill 

ourselves, not come near to zina, not be wasteful, fulfill the promises. 

When we deal with people, we need to be straight, and not transgress. 

And it’s always better to pardon and overlook.  

▪ There are matters stuck in our life, projects stuck in our life, and perhaps 

there is something we’re not giving its right thus we’re stuck, astaghfar 

Allah. 

▪ There are some thing things we don’t know about it, what should we do? 

Leave it closed. Whatever is closed then we need to leave it closed, we 

don’t need to look and see and be curious because Allah will open it 

when the time is right.  

▪ When we say the supplication (  ِش الأعَِظيِم، َربَّنَا ِض َوَربَّ الأعَرأ َرأ اللُهمَّ َربَّ السََّماَواِت َوَربَّ األأ

أَعُوذُ   قَاِن،  نأِجيِل َوالأفُرأ ِ َراِة َواْلأ التَّوأ ِ َوالنََّوى، َوُمنأِزَل  الأَحب  فَاِلَق  ٍء،  أَنأَت آِخذٌ  َوَربَّ كُل ِ َشيأ ٍء  بَِك ِمنأ َشر ِ كُل ِ َشيأ

ٌء، َوأَنأَت الظَّ  ِخُر فَلَيأَس بَعأَدَك َشيأ ٌء، َوأَنأَت اآلأ ُل فَلَيأَس قَبألََك َشيأ َوَّ ٌء،  بِنَاِصيَتِِه، اللُهمَّ أَنأَت األأ قََك َشيأ اِهُر فَلَيأَس فَوأ

ٌء، اقأِض َعنَّ  نِنَا ِمَن الأفَقأرِ َوأَنأَت الأبَاِطُن فَلَيأَس ُدونََك َشيأ ا الدَّيأَن، َوأَغأ ) (O Allah, Lord of the heavens, 

Lord of the earth and Lord of the exalted throne, our Lord and the Lord of 

all things, Splitter of the seed and the date stone, Revealer of the Torah, 

the Injeel and the Furqan, I seek refuge with You from the evil of all things 

You seize by the forelock (i.e. You have total mastery over). O Allah, You 
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are The First so there is nothing before You and You are The Last so there 

is nothing after You. You are The Most Apparent so there is nothing above 

You and You are The Most Hidden so there is nothing closer than You, 

settle my debt for me and spare me from poverty.) – At Tirmidhi 3481  

▪ Maybe we transgressed against someone, or we owe something to 

someone, then we’re asking Allah to solve it. 

▪ If we die and we owe debt, then our soul will be hanged, it’ll be stuck, 

subhan Allah. We don’t want to be stuck, we don’t want to be hanged, 

and when we’re stuck then we can’t get enriched. So what do we 

need? Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin. We need to go back 

and look at the ayat of Surah Al Isra’a, perhaps there’s something we’re 

not fulfilling, perhaps there’s a debt or a right which we have not fulfilled.   

▪ Why will be people be stuck in Qatara? Because of these matters. There 

are people who will be stuck and not go to paradise, why? Because of 

people’s rights. May Allah help us fulfill all rights. Ameen.  

▪ If there’s any project stuck in our life, then it’s because of something 

we’re not doing. We need Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin 

so it can be quickly solved.  

▪ Surah Al Isra’a and Surah Al Hadid are musabihaat, tasbeeh is teaching 

us to move on and not get stuck.  

▪ This name is a solution for what’s stuck in our life, for the ‘tape’ that we 

keep rewinding in our lives, subhan Allah. When burning bukhoor, if a big 

piece is used then it won’t burn, but when it’s small pieces then it burns. 

It could be the rights with the people that’s burning us. It’s not about the 

worships but the rights of the people.  

▪ Maybe the tap is stuck, and the ‘water’ is not following in our lives.  
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Allah Al Awwal – The First (األول)  

Meaning in the language  

▪ The meaning of ( أول) is what others follow, depend on, and cannot exist 

without it ( غيرهالذي يترتب عليه  ). For example, if there’s no 1, then there would 

be no 2, 3, or 4. There’s a sequence and chain, and it all goes back to 

Allah. For example who taught us? Teacher, and then this teacher, then 

it goes back to Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), then Jibreel ( السالمعليه  ), then Allah. 

▪ The word ( أول) is used in four places: 

o Time: for example someone came first in time before another.  

o Authority: for example someone might be in charge, but he has a 

head above him, and he has a head above him. 

o Position: for example to come first in location and place depending 

on where you’re heading.  

o Construction: for example you have a foundation first before 

having a building.  

Meaning in the deen  

▪ Allah is Al Awwal before anyone and He’s First without any boundary, so 

no one can say ‘when did Allah come?’, astaghfar Allah. Unlike 

ourselves when we say when we’re born, or we say when something is 

discovered.  

▪ Nothing can be before Allah. Hadith: ( شُهُ َعلَى    "قَاَل   ء  قَب لَهُ، َوَكاَن َعر  ُ َولَم  يَكُن  َشى  َكاَن َّللاَّ

َض،  ال َماِء،   ثُمَّ َخلََق السََّمَواِت َواألَر  ) (He said, "First of all, there was nothing but Allah, 

and (then He created His Throne). His throne was over the water, and He 
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wrote everything in the Book (in the Heaven) and created the Heavens 

and the Earth.") - Sahih al-Bukhari 3191 

▪ Surah Hud 7: ( لَُوُڪمأ أَيُّ  َمآِٰء ِليَبأ شُهُۥ  َعلَى ٱلأ َض فِى ِستَِّة أَيَّاٍم  َوَڪاَن َعرأ َرأ َوٲِت َوٱألأ ـٰ كُمأ َوهَُو ٱلَِّذى َخلََق ٱلسََّم

 
َسُن َعَمل   تِ ۗ أَحأ َموأ ِد ٱلأ عُوثُوَن ِمۢن بَعأ بأ َت إِنَّكُم مَّ  لَيَقُولَنَّ    َولَٮِٕن قُلأ

بِين    مُّ
ر   ذَآٰ إاِلَّ ِسحأ ـٰ ا  إِنأ َه  And He) ( ٱلَِّذيَن َڪفَُروٰٓ

it is Who has created the heavens and the earth in six Days and His Throne 

was on the water, that He might try you, which of you is the best in deeds. 

But if you were to say to them: "You shall indeed be raised up after 

death," those who disbelieve would be sure to say, "This is nothing but 

obvious magic) – this truly shows how our mind is stuck on this knowledge 

and we don’t need to go further. 

▪ Sometimes things start to work and we don’t know how, this is to teach 

us Allah is Al Awwal. Things get solved and we don’t know how, but we 

believe Allah is Al Awwal. Allah comes before the means and there are 

means which are brought and we don’t even understand what they are. 

Before depending on any knowledge or experience, Allah is Al Awwal.  

▪ Surah Al Hadid 3: ( بَاِطنُ  َوٱلأ ِهُر  ـٰ َوٱلظَّ َِخُر  َوٱألأ ُل  َوَّ ٱألأ َعِليم  ۖ هَُو  ٍء  بِكُل ِ َشىأ َوهَُو   ) (He is the First 

(nothing is before Him) and the Last (nothing is after Him), the Most High 

(nothing is above Him) and the Most Near (nothing is nearer than Him). 

And He is the All-Knower of everything) 

▪ Allah is the All-Knower and He’s Al Awwal in knowledge and knowledge 

of the unseen. Surah Luqman 34: ( ُم ٱلسَّاعَ  َ ِعنَدهُۥ  ِعلأ َحامِ إِنَّ ٱَّللَّ َرأ لَُم َما فِى ٱألأ َث َويَعأ غَيأ ُل ٱلأ   ۖ ِة َويُنَز ِ

ا  َغد   ِسُب  تَڪأ اذَا  مَّ س    نَفأ ِرى  تَدأ تَُموتُ ۖ َوَما  ٍض   أَرأ بِأَى ِ  ُسۢ 
نَفأ ِرى  تَدأ َوَما  َخبِيرُۢ ۚ   َعِليم    َ إِنَّ ٱَّللَّ  ) (Verily, Allâh! 

With Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain, 

and knows that which is in the wombs. No person knows what he will earn 

tomorrow, and no person knows in what land he will die. Verily, Allâh is 

All¬Knower, All¬Aware (of things).) – Allah knows about everything in 
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detail before it takes place. The first level of believing in the decree is 

knowledge of Allah. We need to believe Allah knows everything in detail. 

We cannot encompass the knowledge of Allah and that’s why He’s Al 

Awwal.  

▪ Allah is First in His knowledge and this should never make us proud of 

having knowledge because we are bound to get stuck in knowledge, 

and what gives us console? To know Allah is Al Awwal.  

▪ Surah An Naml 65: ( ِض  َرأ َوٲِت َوٱألأ ـٰ ٱلسََّم لَُم َمن فِى  يَعأ ُ قُل الَّ  إاِلَّ ٱَّللَّ َب  غَيأ
عَثُونَ ۚ  ٱلأ يُبأ أَيَّاَن  عُُروَن   ( َوَما يَشأ

(Say: "None in the heavens and the earth knows the Ghaib (unseen) 

except Allâh, nor can they perceive when they shall be resurrected."). 

▪ Ayat Al Kursi: ( هَ  ـٰ ُ اَلٰٓ إِلَ قَيُّومُ  ٱَّللَّ َحىُّ ٱلأ
م   ۚ إاِلَّ هَُو ٱلأ  َواَل نَوأ

ُخذُهُۥ  ِسنَة   ِض ۚ  اَل تَأأ َرأ َوٲِت َوَما فِى ٱألأ ـٰ   ۗ  لَّهُۥ  َما فِى ٱلسََّم

نِهۦِ  فَُع ِعنَدهُۥ ۤ إاِلَّ بِِإذأ فَُهمأ ۚ َمن ذَا ٱلَِّذى يَشأ ِديِهمأ َوَما َخلأ َن أَيأ لَُم َما بَيأ ِمِهۦۤ إاِلَّ بَِما َشآٰءَ  َواَل يُِحيطُوَن بِ ۖ  يَعأ نأ ِعلأ ٍء  م ِ  َوِسَع ۚ َشىأ

ضَ  َرأ َوٲِت َوٱألأ ـٰ ِسيُّهُ ٱلسََّم ظُُهَماۖ كُرأ عَِظيمُ ۚ  َواَل يَـُٔوُدهُۥ  ِحفأ عَِلىُّ ٱلأ
 Allâh! Lâ ilâha illa Huwa (none) ( َوهَُو ٱلأ

has the right to be worshipped but He), the Ever Living, the One Who 

sustains and protects all that exists. Neither slumber, nor sleep overtake 

Him. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on earth. 

Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His Permission? He 

knows what happens to them (His creatures) in this world, and what will 

happen to them in the Hereafter. And they will never compass anything 

of His Knowledge except that which He wills. His Kursî extends over the 

heavens and the earth, and He feels no fatigue in guarding and 

preserving them. And He is the Most High, the Most Great) – knowledge 

is mentioned twice in this ayah. No matter how much we plan, or how 

much we know, Allah is Al Awwal.  

▪ The first ayah revealed on the Prophet ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was ( اقرأ) (read), so this is the 

means for us.   
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May Allah make us make Him First in our lives. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #4 

Introduction 

▪ We are created for Allah and He gave us everything in order to know 

Him and worship Him. Allah created us in the best form, with a fitra to 

believe in Him and attach to Him. When we attach to others then we’re 

degrading ourselves. People of the duniya are different from the people 

of the akhira; knowledge of the duniya is different from knowledge of the 

akhira.  

▪ All of the names of Allah give us strong roots. We are created to know 

Allah and worship Him. And knowing Him cures all our faults, 

shortcomings and problems because the way we look at things will be 

different.  

▪ It’s a great favor from Allah to be able to learn four names at one time, 

alhamdulilah. These names surround us and we’re in the middle. Pity to 

the one who didn’t give his heart to Allah and wasted it on something 

else. May Allah make us die on tawheed. Ameen.  

▪ Allah is Al Awwal and there’s no one before Him, He’s Al Akhir and no 

one after Him, this surrounds us in time. Allah is Adh Dhahir and there’s 

nothing above Him, and He’s Al Baatin and there’s nothing nearer than 

Him. This surrounds us in place. So we’re surrounded by time and place.  

Allah Al Awwal – The First (األول)  

Allah is The First in Knowledge – what’s required from us?  
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▪ When we know Allah is the First in Knowledge, then we need to learn as 

well.  

▪ We should make Allah first in our life.  

Allah is The First – In Life   

▪ A person might be the first in age, but last in energy. A child is born weak 

and dies weak, subhan Allah. The person needs to be washed and 

carried by others. But Allah is Al Hayy – The Ever-Living Who never dies 

and that’s why He’s the First in Life.  

▪ The life of Allah is First and there’s no one before Him. Ayat Al Kursi: (  ٰٓاَل ُ ٱَّللَّ

قَيُّوُم  ٱلأ َحىُّ 
ٱلأ هَُو  إاِلَّ  هَ  ـٰ ۚ إِلَ ) (Allâh! Lâ ilâha illa Huwa (none has the right to be 

worshipped but He), the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and protects 

all that exists.) – the one you attach to is Ever-Living and never dies and 

He has the perfect life. He never gets tired or has any kind of deficiency.  

▪ How can someone who’s dead be worshipped while the rest of the world 

is alive? Subhan Allah. Surah Al Furqan 58: ( َوَسب ِحأ ٱلَِّذى اَل يَُموُت   ِ َحى 
ٱلأ لأ َعلَى  َوتََوڪَّ

ِدهۦِ  اۚ بَِحمأ َخبِير  ِعبَاِدهِۦ  بِذُنُوِب  بِهِۦ  َوَڪفَٰى   ) (And put your trust (O Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) in the 

Ever Living One Who dies not, and glorify His Praises, and Sufficient is He 

as the All-Knower of the sins of His slaves) – When we look at the entire 

world, it’s all flowing in harmony, there’s no shutting down or taking 

breaks because Allah is The First in life. For example if a factory owner 

dies, then production gets disrupted and someone else takes his place. 

Alhamdulilah our life is not running or depending on someone who dies.  

▪ Allah is The First in Life and no one can replace Him or change Him. For 

example a company has an owner and employees, who’s first? The 

owner and the employees come afterwards. Who’s the most stable? The 
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owner.  And to Allah is the best example, why is this life perfect though 

we’re all changing and being replaced, and coming and going? 

Because Allah is The First in life. We are all variables, so x cannot rely on 

y or z. We need what’s constant and we only have Allah. So we should 

rely on the One Who never dies. We can’t depend on someone who 

changes and dies. If we rely on the One Who’s constant in life then we 

will be in peace. If we rely on The First then our matters will be solved 

because He will give us everything first. But if we go to variables in the 

middle then we will not get things first; we’re only prolonging it for 

ourselves.  

▪ When a person truly has tawwakul in Allah then surely the means will 

come to his hands. We want provision to come to us first, we want the 

solution to come to us first, so what should we do? Go to The First. If we 

rely on Allah then He will brings things first to us.  

▪ We should put our trust in The Ever-Living Who never dies; Allah doesn’t 

ever sleep or slumber.  

▪ Before sleeping we say the following supplication, and sleep is a minor 

death. We don’t know if we will wake-up after that.  

( رَ اللُهمَّ َربَّ السََّماَواِت َورَ  ِ َوالنََّوى، َوُمنأِزَل التَّوأ ٍء، فَاِلَق الأَحب  ِش الأعَِظيِم، َربَّنَا َوَربَّ كُل ِ َشيأ ِض َوَربَّ الأعَرأ َرأ اِة  بَّ األأ

بِنَاِصيَتِِه، ا ٍء أَنأَت آِخذٌ  قَاِن، أَعُوذُ بَِك ِمنأ َشر ِ كُل ِ َشيأ نأِجيِل َوالأفُرأ ِ ُل فَلَ َواْلأ َوَّ ِخُر  للُهمَّ أَنأَت األأ ٌء، َوأَنأَت اآلأ يأَس قَبألََك َشيأ

ٌء، اقأِض عَ  ٌء، َوأَنأَت الأبَاِطُن فَلَيأَس ُدونََك َشيأ قََك َشيأ ٌء، َوأَنأَت الظَّاِهُر فَلَيأَس فَوأ نِنَا ِمَن  فَلَيأَس بَعأَدَك َشيأ نَّا الدَّيأَن، َوأَغأ

 O Allah, Lord of the heavens, Lord of the earth and Lord of the exalted) (الأفَقأرِ 

throne, our Lord and the Lord of all things, Splitter of the seed and the date 

stone, Revealer of the Torah, the Injeel and the Furqan, I seek refuge with 

You from the evil of all things You seize by the forelock (i.e. You have total 

mastery over). O Allah, You are The First so there is nothing before You and 
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You are The Last so there is nothing after You. You are The Most Apparent 

so there is nothing above You and You are The Most Hidden so there is 

nothing closer than You, settle my debt for me and spare me from poverty.) 

– At Tirmidhi 3481 

▪ When we say Allah is Al Awwal, we’re saying He’s First in Knowledge and 

Life and He’s Last so we will return to Him. He’s Adh Dhahir and Al Baatin, 

knowing our secrets and the secrets of everyone else. We’re asking Allah 

to settle our debts. When we’re asleep, we cannot fulfill the rights of 

others or settle the debt. So many things are incomplete and we say ‘I’ll 

pay this bill tomorrow’, ‘I’ll say sorry to so and so tomorrow’. Only Allah Al 

Awwal is alive and He knows what we owe, so we’re asking Him to fulfill 

our rights. Even if a person dies and there are debts which are not settled 

then Allah will bring forward the means and complete it, subhan Allah. 

For example, there are those who passed away while owing debt and 

then someone else comes and pays it for it. Or they had an issue with 

someone but then the other person says ‘they’ve passed away now, I’ll 

pardon them’.  

▪ To fulfill the debt is something which needs to be given but we’re asleep, 

in minor death, so we can’t give it.  

▪ To be enriched from poverty is to receive something and a person will 

not be enriched until all debts and rights are settled and solved, subhan 

Allah.  

▪ From this we learn to solve our debt while we’re alive, and to fulfill the 

rights of others, the parents, connect with relatives, and then enrichment 

will come. Perhaps there’s debt from prayer or from Ramadan which is 



الرحيم  الرحمن  هللا بسم  
Al Awal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) 

 
 

          Page 23 

not fulfilled. If a person didn’t fulfill their days required from Ramadan 

then this is something hanging, subhan Allah. The rights and salaries of 

people are all debt. Even the martyr who dies with debt will be hanging, 

subhan Allah. Hadith: ( ِ صلى هللا عليه وسلم قَاَل   .  "يُغ فَُر ِللشَِّهيِد كُلُّ ذَن ٍب إاِلَّ الدَّي َن    "  أَنَّ َرسُوَل َّللاَّ ) 

(The Prophet ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: The martyr will be forgiven all sins except for debt) 

– Sahih Muslim 1886 

May Allah help us to fulfill all our rights and debts. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #5 

Introduction 

Surah Luqman 19: ( َوٲِت َوَما فِى   ـٰ ا فِى ٱلسََّم َر لَكُم مَّ َ َسخَّ ا  أَنَّ ٱَّللَّ  أَلَمأ تََروأ
ِهَرة   ـٰ كُمأ نِعََمهُۥ  َظ بََغ َعلَيأ ِض َوأَسأ َرأ ٱألأ

 
ۗ َوبَاِطنَة   ) (See you not (O men) that Allâh has subjected for you whatsoever is 

in the heavens and whatsoever is in the earth, and has completed and 

perfected His Graces upon you, (both) apparent (i.e Islâmic Monotheism, 

and the lawful pleasures of this world, including health, good looks, etc.) 

and hidden [i.e. One's Faith in Allâh (of Islâmic Monotheism) knowledge, 

wisdom, guidance for doing righteous deeds, and also the pleasures and 

delights of the Hereafter in Paradise]?) 

▪ Allah blessed us with many blessings both apparent and hidden. When 

we have any need, any request then we should turn to Al Awwal Al Akhir 

Adh Dhahir Al Baatin.  

Allah Al Awwal – There is nothing before Him (األول)  

Recap 
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▪ When we know Allah is the First in Knowledge, then we need to first learn 

about Him. It’s important to have knowledge before actions. The first 

word revealed upon the Prophet ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was (اقرأ) – read.  

▪ Allah is The First in Life. Allah has the perfect life, nothing goes into Him or 

goes out from Him; He’s the Ever-Living. When we know He’s the First in 

Life then we should rely on Him. We shouldn’t go to variables like us, but 

go to the Ever-Remaining.  

Allah is The First – In Al Qayoomiah   

▪ The word (قيوم) comes from ( قام) which is to be straight, upright, fixed and 

stable. Allah is Self-Sustaining and He’s Sustaining all of us. Someone 

who’s (قيوم) is always alert and on stand-by. For example, a mother is alert 

and on stand-by for her baby, until he’s able to eat on his own, pray on 

his own, etc. And when we grow, we need to take care of our parents 

and be alert and on stand-by for them. 

▪ Allah is Al Hayy Al Qayoom. He’s not only Ever-Living Who has the perfect 

life and not doing anything, but He’s Al Qayyom. He’s taking care of 

every detail in our life. We’re asleep and He’s taking care of us. We might 

have a problem and someone comes to console us or we hear the 

solution in a lecture. This is all because Allah is Al Qayoom over us.  

▪ A mother who’s qayoom on her children is checking in on them, 

checking their rooms, checking their drawers, their phones, who they’re 

calling, what they’re watching. Nevertheless we’re limited.  

▪ Surah Ar Rahman 29: ( ِض  َرأ َوٲِت َوٱألأ ـٰ ــَٴـلُهُ َمن فِى ٱلسََّم ٍم هُوَ ۚ يَسأ ٍن     كُلَّ يَوأ فِى َشأأ ) (Whosoever is 

in the heavens and on earth begs of Him (its needs from Him). Every day 

He is (engaged) in some affair (such as giving honour or disgrace to 
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some, life or death to some, etc.)!). Allah is always Qayoom. He’s taking 

care of all our affairs without us even asking. When we know Allah is the 

First in Sustaining all of us, then we need to make Him First and go to Him 

First.  

▪ If we have different responsibilities from taking care of the spouse, 

children, house, garden, what should we do? We should take care of 

ourselves first, we should take care of our worships and our health. 

Sometimes we have so many responsibilities that we end up forgetting 

ourselves. For example, some mothers with their newborns end up being 

depressed because they forget and neglect themselves. Before taking 

care of others and before guiding others, we need to take care of 

ourselves first. How does a person expect to take of others if he can’t 

take care of himself? Also for a da’ee, how does he expect to teach 

others if he’s not learning himself?  

▪ And a person can’t start with himself if he’s not taking care of his heart 

first.  

▪ So what’s required from us when we know Allah is The First in Al 

Qayoomiah? We should take care of ourselves first, and especially our 

heart.  

Allah is The First – In Mercy 

▪ All of us have mercy, and depending on our situations is how much 

mercy we’ll be given. For example in marriage, Allah puts love and 

mercy between the spouses. Surah Ar Room 21: (  نأ أَنفُِسكُمأ تِِهۦۤ أَنأ َخلََق لَكُم م ِ ـٰ َوِمنأ َءايَ

َها َوجَ  إِلَيأ ا   كُنُوٰٓ ل ِتَسأ ا 
َوٲج   َمة  أَزأ  َوَرحأ

َودَّة   نَُڪم مَّ بَيأ أَلَيَ ۚ عََل  ذَٲِلَك  إِنَّ فِى  يَتَفَكَُّرونَ   ٍم   ل ِقَوأ ٍت   ـٰ ) (And among His 

Signs is this, that He created for you wives from among yourselves, that 
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you may find repose in them, and He has put between you affection and 

mercy. Verily, in that are indeed signs for a people who reflect.). When 

a person has a child, Allah will give a ‘dosage’ of mercy according to 

that child – is it a boy or girl, is it difficult or easy, is it special needs or not? 

That’s why a nanny cannot show the same kind of mercy as a mother.  

▪ Who’s The First to give us mercy? Allah. Who’s The One Who put us in this 

life? Allah. So Who’s The Most Merciful? Allah.  

▪ Allah’s mercy is not changing like ours. For example, as a child grows, our 

mercy changes towards them. You will notice children like to know 

what’s first. They might ask, ‘when is the first time you wore earrings? 

When is the first time you wore hijab?’. It’s important for the children to 

know Allah is Al Awwal.  

▪ Let’s take an example of four friends who come across a situation, one 

of them reacts and shows mercy to the one in need, while the others are 

still not reacting. We will end up liking the one who first showed mercy. 

And to Allah is the best example, The First to show us mercy is Allah.  

▪ The first word Adam (عليه السالم) said is ‘alhamdulilah’ and the first words he 

heard were ‘may Allah have mercy on you’, subhan Allah.  

 has 100 mercies and He placed one part of the mercy in this earth (هلالج لج)  ▪

which is shared by everyone. He has saved 99 mercies for the believers 

in the hereafter in order they may enter paradise and be saved from the 

hellfire. May Allah make us save us from the hellfire and make us enter 

paradise. Ameen.  Hadith: ( ِ صلى هللا عليه وسلم  ِ، قَاَل قَاَل َرسُوُل َّللاَّ إِنَّ    "  َعن  َسل َماَن ال فَاِرِسي 

ِ ِمائَةَ رَ  ال ِقيَاَمِة  َّلِلَّ ِم  ِليَو  يَتََراَحُم ال َخل ُق بَي نَُهم  َوتِس عَة  َوتِس عُوَن  بَِها  َمة   فَِمن َها َرح  َمٍة  .  "ح  ) (Salman Farisi 

reported Allah's Messenger ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) as saying: Verily, there are one hundred 
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(parts of) mercy for Allah, and it is one part of this mercy by virtue of 

which there is mutual love between the people and ninety-nine reserved 

for the Day of Resurrection.) - Sahih Muslim 2753 

▪ Sometimes we go through situations with others and we end up not 

showing mercy to that person. Imagine how many times we’ve 

misbehaved with Allah, yet when we return to Him, He showers us with 

mercy. It’s important to not make people our desire because they will 

change. One day they’re happy for us and another they’re upset with 

us; people change. But if everyone is upset with you and everyone has 

forsaken you, know that Allah is The First to show you mercy.  

▪ Imagine when you come to a lecture for the first time and you’re new 

and don’t know anyone, and someone asks ‘what’s your name, do you 

want some water’, you’ll always remember that first person for showing 

you mercy. And to Allah is the best example, Allah is The First to show us 

mercy.  

▪ Surah Al ‘Araf 156: ( كَ  نَآٰ إِلَيأ َِخَرِة إِنَّا هُدأ  َوفِى ٱألأ
يَا َحَسنَة   ِذِه ٱلدُّنأ ـٰ تُبأ لَنَا فِى َه ابِىٰٓ أُِصيُب بِهِۦ  قَاَل َعذَ ۚ َوٱڪأ

ٍء  ۖ َمنأ أََشآٰءُ  َمتِى َوِسعَتأ كُلَّ َشىأ تِنَا يُؤأ ۚ  َوَرحأ ـٰ َڪٰوةَ َوٱلَِّذيَن هُم بِـَٴايَ تُوَن ٱلزَّ تُبَُہا ِللَِّذيَن يَتَّقُوَن َويُؤأ نُونَ مِ  فََسأَكأ ) (And 

ordain for us good in this world, and in the Hereafter. Certainly we have 

turned unto You." He said: (As to) My Punishment I afflict therewith whom 

I will and My Mercy embraces all things. That (Mercy) I shall ordain for 

those who are the Muttaqûn, and give Zakât; and those who believe in 

Our Ayât) – Allah is not only First in mercy, but is vast in His mercy. The 

punishment of Allah is restricted though the mercy of Allah is by default. 

And how much we’ll get of His mercy depends on how much we have 

taqwa, establish the prayer, give zakat and believe.  
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▪ It’s difficult to get mercy from people, but when we say ‘O Rahman, 

have mercy on me’, we won’t have to stand in a line to get the mercy, 

but we’ll be first to get it. When we know Allah is The First to give mercy, 

we shouldn’t humiliate ourselves and tell our husband or children, ‘have 

mercy on me’. Sometimes we might tell our husband, ‘have mercy on 

me, take me out’. He might say ‘ok, get in the car’, and when you reach 

the restaurant, ‘order’. That’s why it’s important to not make someone 

first for mercy.  

▪ When we show mercy to others, it’s because we’re in need of good 

deeds. But when Allah shows us mercy, it’s not because He needs 

anything. He’s shows us mercy purely, so we should be pure and sincere 

to Allah, we should not not make Him second.  

What’s required from us when we know Allah is The First in mercy? 

▪ Be merciful to yourself; do good deeds, abstain from sins, and follow the 

Sunnah of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). If you’re not merciful to yourself then you 

can’t be merciful to others.  

▪ Be merciful to those closest to you from family, children, and helpers.  

▪ Be merciful to the creation.  

May Allah help us make Him First in our life. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin ( اآلخر الظاهر الباطناألول  ) – Class #6 

Introduction 

Surah Al Waqiah 57-74: 
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قُوَن ) اَل تَُصد ِ كُمأ فَلَوأ ـٰ نَ ُن َخلَقأ نُوَن )٥٧نَحأ ا تُمأ تُم مَّ ِلقُوَن )٥٨( أَفََرَءيأ ـٰ َخ ُن ٱلأ لُقُونَهۥُ ۤ أَمأ نَحأ نَكُُم  ٥٩( َءأَنتُمأ تَخأ نَا بَيأ ُن قَدَّرأ ( نَحأ

بُوقِيَن ) ُن بَِمسأ َت َوَما نَحأ َموأ لَُموَن )٦٠ٱلأ لَكُمأ َونُنِشئَكُمأ فِى َما اَل تَعأ ـٰ ثَ َل أَمأ ُولَٰى ٦١( َعلَٰىٰٓ أَن نُّبَد ِ أَةَ ٱألأ تُُم ٱلنَّشأ ( َولَقَدأ َعِلمأ

تَذَكَُّروَن ) اَل  ُرثُوَن )٦٢فَلَوأ تَحأ ا  تُم مَّ أَفََرَءيأ َرع٦٣ُ(  تَزأ ٲِرعُوَن )( َءأَنتُمأ  ٱلزَّ ُن  نَحأ أَمأ   ۤ ا  ٦٤ونَهُۥ  م   ـٰ هُ ُحَط ـٰ نَ لََجعَلأ نََشآُٰء  لَوأ   )

تُمأ تَفَكَُّهوَن ) َرُموَن )٦٥فََظلأ ُروُموَن )٦٦( إِنَّا لَُمغأ ُن َمحأ َربُوَن )٦٧( بَلأ نَحأ َمآَٰء ٱلَِّذى تَشأ تُُم ٱلأ تُُموهُ ٦٨( أَفََرَءيأ ( َءأَنتُمأ أَنَزلأ

ُمنِزلُوَن )ِمَن   ُن ٱلأ ِن أَمأ نَحأ ُمزأ كُُروَن )٦٩ٱلأ اَل تَشأ ا فَلَوأ هُ أَُجاج   ـٰ نَ تُُم ٱلنَّاَر ٱلَّتِى تُوُروَن )٧٠( لَوأ نََشآُٰء َجعَلأ ( َءأَنتُمأ  ٧١( أَفََرَءيأ

ُمنِشـُٔوَن )
ُن ٱلأ تُمأ َشَجَرتََہآٰ أَمأ نَحأ  ٧٢أَنَشأأ

ِكَرة   َها تَذأ ـٰ نَ ُن َجعَلأ ِويَن )( نَحأ ُمقأ ا ل ِلأ ع   ـٰ عَِظيِم )٧٣ َوَمتَ ِم َرب َِك ٱلأ  ( ٧٤( فََسب ِحأ بِٱسأ

We created you, then why do you believe not? (57) Then tell Me (about) 

the (human) semen that you emit. (58) Is it you who create it (i.e. make this 

semen into a perfect human being), or are We the Creator? (59) We have 

decreed death to you all, and We are not outstripped, (60) To transfigure 

you and create you in (forms) that you know not. (61) And indeed, you have 

already known the first form of creation (i.e. the creation of Adam), why 

then do you not remember (or take heed)? (62) Then tell Me! about seed 

that you sow in the ground. (63) Is it you that make it grow, or are We the 

Grower? (64) Were it Our Will, We could crumble it to dry pieces, and you 

would be regretful (or left in wonderment). (Tafsir Ibn-Kathir) (65) (Saying): 

"We are indeed Mughramûn (i.e. ruined or have lost the money without any 

profit, or are punished by the loss of all that we spend for cultivation)! (Tafsir 

Al-Qurtubî) (66) "Nay, but we are deprived!" (67) Then tell Me about the 

water that you drink. (68) Is it you who cause it from the rainclouds to come 

down, or are We the Causer of it to come down? (69) If We willed, We verily 

could make it salt (and undrinkable), why then do you not give thanks (to 

Allâh)? (70) Then tell Me about the fire which you kindle. (71) Is it you who 

made the tree thereof to grow, or are We the Grower? (72) We have made 

it a Reminder (of the Hell-fire, in the Hereafter); and an article of use for the 
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travellers (and all the others, in this world). (73) Then glorify with praises the 

Name of your Lord, the Most Great. (74) 

▪ Allah is posing questions in these ayat to make us think ‘Who’s First?’. 

Allah is asking ‘did you see when you plant anything? Are you the one 

who makes it grow? We are only digging the soil and placing the seed, 

but Allah is the One Who splits the seed and makes it grow. When we 

light the fire, Who gave us the trees? Allah is The First and there’s nothing 

before Him. He’s First before the means. He’s the One Who will bring 

down the rain, the One who makes the plants grow and trees come out.  

▪ Sometimes we don’t know what to do first in our life; when something 

comes in the middle of our schedule then it can really mess us up. After 

learning the ayah in Surah Al Baqarah, we need to begin with guarding 

our prayers and specifically our ‘asr prayer. Alhamdulilah Allah is telling 

us how to deal with things in the right order.  

َواالل  ِ ال َحب  فَاِلَق  ٍء،  كُل ِ َشي  َوَربَّ  َربَّنَا  ال عَِظيِم،  ِش  ال عَر  َوَربَّ  ِض  َر  األ  َوَربَّ  السََّماَواِت  َربَّ  َراِة ُهمَّ  التَّو  َوُمن ِزَل  لنََّوى، 

ٍء أَن َت آِخذ  بِنَاِصيَتِِه، ال قَاِن، أَعُوذُ بَِك ِمن  َشر ِ كُل ِ َشي  ن ِجيِل َوال فُر  ِ ، َوأَن  َواْل  ء  ُل فَلَي َس قَب لََك َشي  َوَّ ِخُر فَلَي َس َت  لُهمَّ أَن َت األ  اآل 

، َوأَن َت ال بَاِطُن فَلَي َس ُدونَكَ  ء  قََك َشي  ، َوأَن َت الظَّاِهُر فَلَي َس فَو  ء  نِنَا ِمَن ال فَق رِ بَع َدَك َشي  ، اق ِض َعنَّا الدَّي َن، َوأَغ  ء    َشي 

O Allah, Lord of the heavens, Lord of the earth and Lord of the exalted 

throne, our Lord and the Lord of all things, Splitter of the seed and the date 

stone, Revealer of the Torah, the Injeel and the Furqan, I seek refuge with 

You from the evil of all things You seize by the forelock (i.e. You have total 

mastery over). O Allah, You are The First so there is nothing before You and 

You are The Last so there is nothing after You. You are The Most Apparent 

so there is nothing above You and You are The Most Hidden so there is 
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nothing closer than You, settle my debt for me and spare me from poverty. 

–  At Tirmidhi 3481 

▪ Before clearing out our ‘debt’, we need protection. Then you will ask 

Allah Al Awwal and He will show the first step. Before we might have a 

program working for us and now we see it’s not going for us, what’s the 

solution? Go to Allah Al Awwal, not to the means. Before we didn’t know 

Allah Al Awwal, but now we know Allah Al Awwal so we need to change 

our program and ‘strategies’. What’s required from us? To not hang on 

to the old strategies of ours, we need to go to Allah Al Awwal.  

▪ The test for the name of Allah Al Awwal is your old ways will no longer 

work, subhan Allah. We love our comfort zone and the way we do things, 

but knowing Allah Al Awwal brings us the best means first. Sometimes we 

see others taking means and we see it’s effective, why? Because they 

don’t know Allah Al Awwal so He’s dealing with them with His mercy.   

Allah Al Awwal – There is nothing before Him (األول)  

Recap 

1. When we know Allah is the First in Knowledge, then we need to first learn 

about Him. It’s important to have knowledge before actions.  

2. Allah is The First in Life. Allah has the perfect life, nothing goes into Him or 

goes out from Him; He’s the Ever-Living. When we know He’s the First in 

Life then we should rely on Him.  

3. Allah is The First in Al Qayoomiah; He’s the First to take care of us, so we 

should be responsible for ourselves first.  
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4. Allah is The First in Mercy. Before anyone shows us mercy, He’s the First to 

show us mercy.  

(5) Allah is The First – In Ability 

▪ Allah is The First in ability and power. The meaning of ability is to have 

something happen in the way you want. Allah is The First in Ability and 

He can do whatever and whenever He wants. That’s why the decree is 

the ability and power of Allah, subhan Allah. Allah knows about 

everything in detail before it’s even written in the Preserved Tablet.  

▪ Some people might have power but they use it without wisdom. Allah 

has all the treasures but He will not bring it down except in a precise 

measure.  

▪ Sometimes we want to say something, but what does it mean to have 

ability? We stop ourselves from saying it in the wrong time. For example, 

when Yusuf (عليه السالم) dreamt, he didn’t say it to any of his brothers, and 

when the dream became realized, he only told his father.  

Surah Al Furqan 45: ( َس   نَا ٱلشَّمأ ا ثُمَّ َجعَلأ
لَّ َولَوأ َشآَٰء لََجعَلَهُۥ  َساِكن   َف َمدَّ ٱلظ ِ  أَلَمأ تََر إِلَٰى َرب َِك َكيأ

ِه َدِليل   َعلَيأ ) 

(Have you not seen how your Lord spread the shadow. If He willed, He could 

have made it — still — But We have made the sun its guide [i.e. after the 

sunrise, the shadow shrinks and vanishes at midnoon and then again 

appears in the afternoon with the decline of the sun, and had there been 

no sunlight, there would have been no shadow]) 

▪ When we look at the shadows at different timings of the day, this is all 

from Allah’s ability. Allah could have easily made the shadows fixed.  
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Surah An Nahl 40: ( ُهُ أَن نَّقُوَل لَهُۥ  كُن فَيَكُون ـٰ نَ ٍء إِذَآٰ أََردأ لُنَا ِلَشىأ  Verily! Our Word unto) (إِنََّما قَوأ

a thing when We intend it, is only that We say unto it: "Be!" and it is.) 

▪ Calling Allah by His name Al Awwal will bring things in the blink of an eye.  

▪ The trap which people fall into is when they ask ‘who’s the first to invent 

this, who’s the first to discover this?’ – Allah is Al Awwal. A person will go 

through a situation and it’s Allah Who will decree it for him so that he 

comes up with an invention. This is all from Allah.  

▪ Allah gave us different abilities but the first ability we need to enable 

though most of us are disabling is to discipline ourselves (تحكم النفس), subhan 

Allah. Allah gave every human being the ability to discipline himself 

whether to stop himself from doing something or to get himself to do 

something.  

Surah An Naziat 40-41:  

َهَوٰى ) َس َعِن ٱلأ ا َمنأ َخاَف َمقَاَم َرب ِهِۦ َونََهى ٱلنَّفأ َوٰى )٤٠َوأَمَّ َمأأ َجنَّةَ ِهَى ٱلأ  (٤١( فَِإنَّ ٱلأ

But as for him who feared standing before his Lord, and restrained himself 

from impure evil desires, and lusts. (40) Verily, Paradise will be his abode. 

(41) 

 

▪ Why are we in a mess? Because we’re not disciplining ourselves.  

▪ Another ability which we need to enable is to learn and attain 

knowledge (تحصيل العلم). It doesn’t only mean to listen, but to write, revise, 

and search. If a person doesn’t control himself then he won’t be able to 

attain knowledge.  

May Allah help us make Him First in our life. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #7 
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Introduction 

Surah Fatir 10: ( ِلُح يَ  ـٰ عََمُل ٱلصَّ َكِلُم ٱلطَّي ُِب َوٱلأ عَُد ٱلأ ِه يَصأ ةُ َجِميع ۚا إِلَيأ ِعزَّ ِ ٱلأ َّ ةَ لِلََفِ ِعزَّ ۥ  َوٱلَِّذيَن َمن َكاَن يُِريُد ٱلأ فَعُهُۚ رأ

ٰٓٮَِٕك هَُو يَبُورُ  ـٰ لَ ُر أُو  ۖۖ َوَمكأ
كُُروَن ٱلسَّي ِـَٴاِت لَُهمأ َعذَاب   َشِديد    Whosoever desires honour, (power) (يَمأ

and glory) then to Allâh belong all honour, power and glory [and one can 

get honour, power and glory only by obeying and worshipping Allâh 

(Alone)]. To Him ascend (all) the goodly words, and the righteous deeds 

exalt it (i.e. the goodly words are not accepted by Allâh unless and until 

they are followed by good deeds), but those who plot evils, theirs will be 

severe torment. And the plotting of such will perish) 

▪ All of the honor belongs to Allah.  

Surah Fatir 13-14: 

ِرى أِلََجٍل  مُّ   يَجأ
 
قََمَر ُڪل  َس َوٱلأ َر ٱلشَّمأ ِل َوَسخَّ َل فِى ٱلنََّهاِر َويُوِلُج ٱلنََّهاَر فِى ٱلَّيأ ُ َربُّكُمأ يُوِلُج ٱلَّيأ ۚى ذَٲِلُڪُم ٱَّللَّ ُكۚ   َسم   ُملأ لَهُ ٱلأ

ِميٍر ) ِلكُوَن ِمن قِطأ عُوَن ِمن ُدونِهِۦ َما يَمأ َم ١٣َوٱلَِّذيَن تَدأ ۖ َويَوأ تََجابُوا  لَكُمأ َمعُوا  ُدَعآَٰءكُمأ َولَوأ َسِمعُوا  َما ٱسأ عُوهُمأ اَل يَسأ ( إِن تَدأ

ُل َخبِي
ِڪكُمأۚ َواَل يُنَب ِئَُك ِمثأ فُُروَن بِِشرأ َمِة يَكأ ـٰ ِقيَ  (١٤ٍر  )ٱلأ

He merges the night into the day (i.e. the decrease in the hours of the night 

are added to the hours of the day), and He merges the day into the night 

(i.e. the decrease in the hours of the day are added to the hours of the 

night). And He has subjected the sun and the moon, each runs its course 

for a term appointed. Such is Allâh your Lord; His is the kingdom. And those, 

whom you invoke or call upon instead of Him, own not even a Qitmîr (the 

thin membrane over the date¬stone). (13) If you invoke (or call upon) them, 

they hear not your call, and if (in case) they were to hear, they could not 

grant it (your request) to you. And on the Day of Resurrection, they will 
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disown your worshipping them. And none can inform you (O Muhammad 

 like Him Who is the All¬Knower (of everything). (14) (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

▪ Anything besides Allah doesn’t own anything, so why ask anyone 

besides Him? They can’t hear and even if they can, they won’t respond 

to you.  

Allah Al Awwal – There is nothing before Him (األول)  

Recap 

5. When we know Allah is the First in Knowledge, then we need to first learn 

about Him. It’s important to have knowledge before actions.  

6. Allah is The First in Life. Allah has the perfect life, nothing goes into Him or 

goes out from Him; He’s the Ever-Living. When we know He’s the First in 

Life then we should rely on Him.  

7. Allah is The First in Al Qayoomiah; He’s the First to take care of us, so we 

should be responsible for ourselves first.  

8. Allah is The First in Mercy. Before anyone shows us mercy, He’s the First to 

show us mercy.  

9. Allah is The First in ability and power 

(6) Allah is The First – In Hearing and Seeing  

▪ We hear and see, jinn hear and see, angels hear and see, but when Allah 

tells us about His seeing and hearing, no one is like Him. Surah Ash Shura 

11: ( ء    ِلهِۦ َشىأ َس َكِمثأ بَِصيرُ ۖ لَيأ -There is nothing like Him, and He is the All) ( َوهَُو ٱلسَِّميُع ٱلأ

Hearer, the All-Seer.) 
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▪ Allah hears and sees, but His hearing is not like anyone’s. He hears all the 

sounds, all the movements, even the movement of the blinking of your 

eyes, the movement of the blood inside our body. And no sound 

overpowers another sound. He hears everything. We can’t hear 

everything, we need devices to make others hear us from a distance.  

▪ When a pregnant lady goes for an ultrasound, she hears the fluid inside 

the stomach, the heartbeat of the baby, imagine if we heard these 

things, we would never be still. There are things which we don’t need to 

hear and there are things we don’t need to see. We don’t need to see 

the jinn or angels, or the germs all around us.  

▪ Allah is above the seven heavens, He rose over the Throne and He can 

hear all sounds; there are no boundaries to the hearing and seeing of 

Allah.  

▪ Allah is The First to hear and see anything, and when we know this, we 

should not call on anyone besides Him. When we tell anyone a secret, 

they’re not the first – Allah is The First and even if they’re next, there is a 

big distance from being First and next. There’s no delay when Allah hears 

anything. Unlike ourselves, when we hear or see something on TV, it’s 

actually delayed.  

▪ If we want to call on anyone we should call on Allah because He’s the 

First, and this should make us devote ourselves to Him and be loyal to 

Him.  

▪ We should make our seeing and hearing first for the sake of Allah. We 

should make all of our limbs to serve Allah. What does that mean? We 

should use our eyes and ears to increase in faith and knowledge. We 

should not use our eyes and ears for misguidance and disobedience.  
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▪ Hearing and seeing are inlets to the heart, so whatever we hear and see 

will affect our heart. Sometimes we see things and are careless about, 

this will surely come inside our heart. If we’re not cautious about what we 

see and hear then it will start to show on our speech as well. Surah An 

Noor 30: ( فَظُوا  فُُروَجُهمأ  ِرِهمأ َويَحأ ـٰ َص ِمنِيَن يَغُضُّوا  ِمنأ أَبأ ُمؤأ ل ِلأ َكٰى لَُهمأ ۚ قُل  نَعُونَ ۗ  ذَٲِلَك أَزأ َ َخبِيُرۢ بَِما يَصأ  ( إِنَّ ٱَّللَّ

(Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden 

things), and protect their private parts (from illegal sexual acts). That is 

purer for them. Verily, Allâh is All-Aware of what they do). Surah Ghafir 

ِفى ٱلصُُّدورُ ) :19 يُِن َوَما تُخأ َعأ لَُم َخآٰٮِٕنَةَ ٱألأ  Allâh knows the fraud of the eyes, and all) (يَعأ

that the breasts conceal.) 

▪ We should protect our eyes from looking at what’s haram and we should 

protect our eyes from listening to haram, backbiting, and slander. We 

should look at and hear Allah’s ayat, hear the Qur’an. Surah Al Hajj 46: 

( ِض فَتَ  َرأ َمعُوَن بَِہاأَفَلَمأ يَِسيُروا  فِى ٱألأ  يَسأ
ِقلُوَن بَِہآٰ أَوأ َءاذَان    يَعأ

َمى  ۖ كُوَن لَُهمأ قُلُوب   ِكن تَعأ ـٰ ُر َولَ ـٰ َص َبأ َمى ٱألأ  فَِإنََّہا اَل تَعأ

ٱلصُُّدورِ  فِى  ٱلَّتِى  قُلُوُب   Have they not travelled through the land, and have) (ٱلأ

they hearts wherewith to understand and ears wherewith to hear? Verily, 

it is not the eyes that grow blind, but it is the hearts which are in the 

breasts that grow blind.) – when we know Allah is Al Awwal then we 

should take care of our hearing and seeing.  

(7) Allah is The First – In Responding 

▪ Sometimes we say something to others and they hear us, but they don’t 

respond, or they respond only after some time. Though Allah is the First to 

respond to us.  

▪ For example we could be calling our children at home, there are those 

who don’t hear, there are those who hear but are lazy, and there are 
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those who hear and are quick to respond. Or sometimes we call a call 

center, and no one answers and if they answer, they don’t know what 

to do. Or sometimes it’s a machine, and you have to select which option 

you want, and the options go on. And when you finally reach speaking 

to someone and you explain your situation, the line cuts off, subhan 

Allah. Allah is The First to hear you and respond to you, and you don’t 

have to explain your situation. Surah Al Baqarah 186: (  َوإِذَا َسأَلََك ِعبَاِدى َعن ِى فَِإن ِى

َوةَ ٱلدَّاعِ إِذَا َدَعانِ ۖ قَِريب  
شُُدونَ ۖ  أُِجيُب َدعأ ِمنُوا  بِى لَعَلَُّهمأ يَرأ يُؤأ تَِجيبُوا  ِلى َولأ يَسأ  And when My slaves) ( فَلأ

ask you (O Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) concerning Me, then (answer them), I am 

indeed near (to them by My Knowledge). I respond to the invocations of 

the supplicant when he calls on Me (without any mediator or intercessor). 

So let them obey Me and believe in Me, so that they may be led aright.) 

– Allah is immediately responding to us yet we’re not responding to Him, 

astaghfar Allah.  

▪ Surah An Naml 62: ( ِض  َرأ عَلُُڪمأ ُخلَفَآَٰء ٱألأ َء َويَجأ ِشُف ٱلسُّوٰٓ َطرَّ إِذَا َدَعاهُ َويَكأ ُمضأ ن يُِجيُب ٱلأ َع ۗ أَمَّ  مَّ
ه   ـٰ  أَِءلَ

 ِ ا ۚ ٱَّللَّ مَّ  
قَِليل   ُرونَ     تَذَڪَّ ) (Is not He (better than your gods) Who responds to the 

distressed one, when he calls on Him, and Who removes the evil, and 

makes you inheritors of the earth, generations after generations? Is there 

any ilâh (god) with Allâh? Little is that you remember!) – Allah responds 

to the one who’s desperate, as if they have a ‘special’ hotline. And 

Allah’s response to the believers is surely different from His response to 

others. Allah’s response to the believers is with love and closeness 

because Allah loves the believers. When a disbeliever is caught in the 

middle of the sea and all his phones are cut-off, Allah will still help me. 
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▪ We like it when others respond to us, and to Allah is the best example, 

He’s the First to respond to us. If we want guidance or cure, He’s the First 

to respond to us. Allah is responding to trillions of the creations.  

▪ When we know Allah is the First to respond to us, it gives us so much hope. 

We should go to Him first and no one else. And we should respond to Him 

first. The Companions were the first to respond. And this teaches us to be 

the first respond to the call of Allah.  

May Allah make us to respond to Him. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #8 

Introduction 

▪ Knowing Allah is a solution to all problems. Problems happen when we’re 

far away from Allah and we’re not doing what we’re supposed to in life. 

A person might have health and wealth, yet he’s still depressed, why? 

Because he’s far away from Allah. Attaching to the duniya makes us sick 

but attaching to Allah cures us.  

Allah Al Awwal – There is nothing before Him (األول)  

Recap 

10. When we know Allah is the First in Knowledge, then we need to first 

learn about Him. It’s important to have knowledge before actions.  

11. Allah is The First in Life. Allah has the perfect life, nothing goes into Him 

or goes out from Him; He’s the Ever-Living. When we know He’s the First 

in Life then we should rely on Him.  



الرحيم  الرحمن  هللا بسم  
Al Awal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) 

 
 

          Page 40 

12. Allah is The First in Al Qayoomiah; He’s the First to take care of us, so 

we should be responsible for ourselves first.  

13. Allah is The First in Mercy. Before anyone shows us mercy, He’s the First 

to show us mercy.  

14. Allah is The First in ability and power 

15. Allah is The First in hearing and seeing 

16. Allah is The First in responding 

Impacts of knowing Allah is Al Awwal  

▪ When we know Allah is Al Awwal, there are actions required from us. For 

example, does it make sense to learn and study an entire book without 

going to the exam? No. Knowing about Allah Al Awwal doesn’t mean 

we learned the name, but output is required from us.  

Surah Al Imran 133: ( ُمتَِّقينَ َوسَ  ِللأ ُض أُِعدَّتأ  َرأ َوٲُت َوٱألأ ـٰ ُضَها ٱلسََّم ب ُِڪمأ َوَجنٍَّة َعرأ ن رَّ  م ِ
ِفَرٍة  ا  إِلَٰى َمغأ اِرعُوٰٓ ) 

(And march forth in the way (which leads to) forgiveness from your Lord, 

and for Paradise as wide as are the heavens and the earth, prepared for Al-

Muttaqûn) 

Hasten to ( سارعوا): we need to be first in going to Allah without comparing 

ourselves with anyone. If we all apply, then we’ll be foremost. We should be 

foremost in what? 

1. Seeking forgiveness ( مغفرة): if we make a mistake we should quickly 

repent. We all make mistakes, but it’s important to be first in repenting 

from our mistakes. If you say something wrong then be quick to fix it and 

seek forgiveness. Hadith: ( ِ ـ صلى هللا عليه وسلم ـ   كُلُّ بَنِي آَدَم َخطَّاء  َوَخي ُر    "    :قَاَل َرسُوُل َّللاَّ

ابُونَ   (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) It was narrated from Anas that the Messenger of Allah) (ال َخطَّائِيَن التَّوَّ
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said:“Every son of Adam commits sin, and the best of those who commit 

sin are those who repent.’”) – Sunan Ibn Majah Book 37, Hadith 4392. 

Surah Al Imran 135: ( ا  أَنفَُسہُمأ ذَكَ  أَوأ َظلَُموٰٓ ِحَشة   ـٰ فَ فَعَلُوا   إِذَا  ِلذُنُوبِِهمأ َوَمن  َوٱلَِّذيَن  فَُروا   تَغأ فَٱسأ  َ ُروا  ٱَّللَّ

لَُمونَ  وا  َعلَٰى َما فَعَلُوا  َوهُمأ يَعأ ُ َولَمأ يُِصرُّ ِفُر ٱلذُّنُوَب إاِلَّ ٱَّللَّ  And those who, when they have) (يَغأ

committed Fahishah (illegal sexual intercourse) or wronged themselves 

with evil, remember Allâh and ask forgiveness for their sins; - and none 

can forgive sins but Allâh - And do not persist in what (wrong) they have 

done, while they know) – ( ًِحَشة ـٰ  means something apparent and spreads (فَ

between others such as slandering, mocking others, backbiting, etc. 

 is wronging oneself such as committing shirk, riya’a, attaching (َظلَُمٓواْ أَنفَُسہُم  )

to the means, etc. Sometimes we justify our actions by saying ‘I was in a 

bad mood, I’m sick, I’m hormonal, everyone else is doing it, etc’. We 

don’t need to do this, rather we should be first in remembering Allah and 

seeking forgiveness from Him because He’s the First to know the sin we 

committed. Sometimes we ask ourselves, how do we know we’re doing 

something wrong? The halal and haram is clear and even if we don’t 

know, there’s a pinch or scratch in our heart telling us that something is 

wrong. Hadith: (  ِ ,  -صلى هللا عليه وسلم  -َسأَل ُت َرسُوَل َّللَاَّ ِۖ : ُحس ُن اَل ُخلُِق ث ِم? فَقَاَل: } اَل بِرُّ ِ َعن  اَل بِر ِ َواْل 

ث ُم: َما َحاكَ  ِ يَطَِّلَع َعلَي ِه اَلنَّاسُ   َواْل  أَن   ِرَك, َوَكِره َت  فِي َصد  ) (‘I asked the Messenger of Allah 

 about virtue and sin and he replied, “The essence of virtue is (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

(manifested in) good morals (Akhlaq) whereas sinful conduct is that 

which turns in your heart (making you feel uncomfortable) and you 

dislike that it would be disclosed to other people.) – Muslim 1898. It’s 

important to not connect our repentance or forgiveness to some 
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occasion, such as ‘I’ll repent when I’m 40 or I’ll repent after the party’, 

etc. A person needs to be first in seeking forgiveness.  

 

2. Paradise (الجنة): our goal is Allah’s pleasure and paradise, how can we be 

foremost in going to paradise? 

o Be the first in doing good deeds (االول في الخير): take the initiative to 

be the first in doing good deeds, don’t delay and be last. For 

example, if there’s dirt on the floor, then be the first to remove it. 

What delays us in doing good deeds? Desires. You might 

ultimately do the good deed but someone who does it first is 

different from someone who does it later. A person is foremost in 

giving – both in good times and difficult times. Surah Al Imran 

آٰءِ ) :134 آِٰء َوٱلضَّرَّ  Those who spend [in Allâh's Cause]) (ٱلَِّذيَن يُنِفقُوَن فِى ٱلسَّرَّ

in prosperity and in adversity). Abu Bakr As Siddique (رضي هللا عنه) 

was foremost in his heart, whatever the Prophet ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) would say, 

he would do. Even Omar ( رضي هللا عنه) said ‘he made it difficult for 

anyone who came after him’ because his standard was so high. 

On the Day of Judgement, the Prophet ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) will come, then Abu 

Bakr (عنه هللا   will come alone, while everyone else will be (رضي 

together, subhan Allah. May Allah gather us with him in paradise. 

Ameen.  

o Dealing with people: no one is perfect, and the more you think 

someone is perfect, then you will see an angry side from them 

and this is because of ourselves for putting them up, subhan 

Allah. We have to deal with ‘sweet and salty’ people in our lives. 



الرحيم  الرحمن  هللا بسم  
Al Awal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) 

 
 

          Page 43 

If we’re with people like us then we won’t see our faults and we 

won’t get upgraded. There are three levels when dealing with 

people: 

Surah Al Imran 134: ( عَافِيَن َعِن ٱلنَّاِس  َظ َوٱلأ غَيأ ِظِميَن ٱلأ ـٰ َڪ ِسنِينَ ۗ َوٱلأ ُمحأ ُ يُِحبُّ ٱلأ  who) ( َوٱَّللَّ

repress anger, and who pardon men; verily, Allâh loves Al-

Muhsinûn (the good - doers)) 

▪ Suppress your anger: there has to be someone who has to 

irritate us because if there isn’t someone to anger us then 

we will not be able to suppress our anger. If we hear 

something bothersome, then those who have taqwa will 

suppress their anger and those who don’t will let it out. 

▪ Pardon the people: the next level is to pardon the person 

who wronged you.  

▪ Do ihsan: a person not only pardons the one who wrongs 

them, but even does ihsan to him. Allah loves those who do 

good.  

▪  A person has to see which level so they stand and be first 

in doing it. If you can suppress your anger then be better 

and pardon the people. If you can pardon the people then 

there’s a higher challenge which is to do good to the one 

who hurt you. A person has to go through these steps in 

order in order to attain each level unlike a hypocrite who 

might be doing ihsan but his heart is full of anger. The 

Sabiqoon and the people of the right are both doing good, 

but the sabiqqon are the ones who are always looking to 

improve themselves and go higher.  
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May Allah make us from As Sabiqoon As Sabiqoon. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #9 

Introduction 

▪ Every name of Allah will solve an issue which we have in our life. If there 

are any holes in our heart then the names of Allah fill it for us. Things will 

not change until we change, and when we change then it means our 

heart has changed. It’s important to nourish our heart with the names of 

Allah.  

▪ Allah is Al Awwal in everything and He taught us how to be first in 

everything.  

Surah Al Imran 133: ( َُمتَِّقين ِللأ ُض أُِعدَّتأ  َرأ َوٲُت َوٱألأ ـٰ ُضَها ٱلسََّم ب ُِڪمأ َوَجنٍَّة َعرأ ن رَّ  م ِ
ِفَرٍة  ا  إِلَٰى َمغأ  (َوَساِرعُوٰٓ

(And march forth in the way (which leads to) forgiveness from your Lord, 

and for Paradise as wide as are the heavens and the earth, prepared for Al-

Muttaqûn) 

▪ Allah is offering paradise to us every second. If people are offered 

1000dhs for a race, they’ll immediately fight for it and Allah is offering 

paradise, subhan Allah.  

Allah Al Awwal – There is nothing before Him (األول)  

Impacts of knowing Allah is Al Awwal  

▪ In the beginning of Surah Al Mu’minoon, the characteristics of the 

believers who attain Firdaous are mentioned. And in the middle of the 

Surah, there are more ‘deeper’ qualities mentioned. They hasten to the 

good deeds.  
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Surah Al Mu’minoon 57-61: 

ِفقُوَن ) شأ يَِة َرب ِِہم مُّ نأ َخشأ ِت َرب ِِہمأ ٥٧إِنَّ ٱلَِّذيَن هُم م ِ ـٰ ِمنُوَن )  ( َوٱلَِّذيَن هُم بِـَٴايَ ِركُوَن ) ٥٨يُؤأ ( ٥٩( َوٱلَِّذيَن هُم بَِرب ِِہمأ اَل يُشأ

قُلُوبُہُمأ َوِجلَة  أَنَّہُمأ إِلَٰى َرب ِِہمأ َرٲِجعُوَن ) تُوَن َمآٰ َءاتَوا  وَّ َرٲِت َوهُمأ لََها  ٦٠َوٱلَِّذيَن يُؤأ َخيأ ِرعُوَن فِى ٱلأ ـٰ ٰٓٮَِٕك يَُس ـٰ لَ بِقُوَن ( أُو  ـٰ َس

(٦١) 

Verily! those who live in awe for fear of their Lord; (57) And those who 

believe in the Ayât (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, 

etc.) of their Lord, (58) And those who join not anyone (in worship) as 

partners with their Lord; (59) And those who give that (their charity) which 

they give (and also do other good deeds) with their hearts full of fear 

(whether their alms and charities, have been accepted or not), because 

they are sure to return to their Lord (for reckoning). (60) It is these who hasten 

in the good deeds, and they are foremost in them [e.g. offering the 

compulsory Salât (prayers) in their (early) stated, fixed times and so on]. 

(61) 

▪ If a person has this heart then he will hasten to the good deeds. These 

qualities are going deep into the core. If a person has these qualities, 

then he’s constantly running to the good deeds, going from one to 

another, just like the hajj.  

Hasten to ( سارعوا): we need to be first in going to Allah without comparing 

ourselves with anyone. How do we know if we’re from the foremost? If we 

have the below qualities. May Allah help us. Ameen. Allah is teaching us His 

Name Al Awwal, so we should be first and foremost to the good deeds.  

فِ قُونَ ) .3 شأ يَِة َرب ِِہم مُّ نأ َخشأ  Verily! those who live in awe for fear of their) (إِنَّ ٱلَِّذيَن هُم م ِ

Lord): those who are foremost know Who’s Allah, it doesn’t specifically 

say it in the ayah, but how do we know? They have ( ِيَة  and this means (َخشأ
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fear as a result of knowledge, unlike those who fear without knowledge. 

Surah Fatir 28: ( ۗ ُٰٓؤا ـٰ عُلََم ٱلأ ِعبَاِدِه  ِمنأ   َ ٱَّللَّ َشى  يَخأ  It is only those who have) (إِنََّما 

knowledge among His slaves that fear Allâh). They know their Rabb The 

Nurturer. Someone might think why would you fear the One Who will 

upgrade you? But they know they’re being nurtured through decrees 

and the people. They’re ( َِفقُون شأ  which means they pity and are sorry for (مُّ

their state. They’re afraid if Allah deals with them with justice because 

they want to be dealt with favor. They know no matter what they do, it 

can’t reach Allah, but they want to be dealt with favor. If you truly know 

Allah, fear Him and feel sorry for your state then you won’t feel proud or 

arrogant. Knowing Allah Al Awwal removes arrogance. They also feel 

sorry for their state that they can’t fulfill Allah’s rights and they feel sorry 

for their state because they know their faith can be decreased or taken 

away. They think bad of themselves because they’re afraid they will 

disappoint and fail themselves. They know Allah is Changer of the Hearts. 

They don’t lose hope or are depressed, but they don’t trust themselves. 

They’re afraid of their last moment of death to lose it all, subhan Allah. 

May Allah protect us. Ameen. If you see someone very fearful but they’re 

not hastening then there’s something wrong in that fear. We’re not 

talking about those who pity themselves who say they’re good and 

everyone else is bad, and they’re been wronged and oppressed. This 

type of pity is from the shaitan.  

 

ِمنُونَ ) .4 يُؤأ َرب ِِہمأ  ِت  ـٰ بِـَٴايَ هُم   ,And those who believe in the Ayât (proofs) (َوٱلَِّذيَن 

evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) of their Lord,): this is 

teaching us we shouldn’t forget the basics. We always need to go back 
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to the Qur’an. No matter how many books we know, we need to go 

back to the Qur’an. There can never be any effect like the Qur’an. Not 

only should a person not forget the Qur’an, but he should not forget to 

reflect on the universal signs. When a person goes back to the Qur’an, it 

gives more details to the faith.  

 

ِركُونَ ) .5 يُشأ اَل  بَِرب ِِہمأ  هُم   And those who join not anyone (in worship) as) (َوٱلَِّذيَن 

partners with their Lord;): they do not fall into major shirk or minor shirk 

either. Minor shirk includes riya’a, attachment to the means, superstitions 

– which is to make connections between things that have no meaning, 

swearing by other than Allah. They’re mukhliseen; they’re pure in their 

utterances and actions. They don’t smile unless it’s for Allah, they don’t 

give unless it’s for Allah.  

 

قُلُوبُہُمأ َوِجلَة  أَنَّہُمأ إِلَٰى َرب ِِہمأ َرٲِجعُونَ ) .6 تُوَن َمآٰ َءاتَوا  وَّ  And those who give that (their) (َوٱلَِّذيَن يُؤأ

charity) which they give (and also do other good deeds) with their hearts 

full of fear (whether their alms and charities, have been accepted or not), 

because they are sure to return to their Lord (for reckoning).): when they 

do any good deed, they’re afraid. Their qualities start and end with fear. 

They’re afraid when they pray, fast, give sadaqah, and the like, they’re 

afraid it won’t get accepted because of themselves. They’re not proud 

of their deeds. Their heart is (  َوِجلَة) because of their great magnification 

of Allah; they’re so humble before Him.  
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These are the ones who are foremost. Someone might not be doing so 

many good deeds, but his heart is foremost. And someone might be doing 

so many good deeds, but his heart is not foremost. The first with Allah is the 

one who hastens with his heart.  

May Allah make us from As Sabiqoon As Sabiqoon. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #10 

Introduction 

Surah Al Hadid 12-17:  

ِمنِيَن  ُمؤأ َم تََرى ٱلأ تِ يَوأ ِرى ِمن تَحأ ت   تَجأ ـٰ َم َجنَّ يَوأ َرٰٮكُُم ٱلأ نِِهم بُشأ ـٰ َم ِديِہمأ َوبِأَيأ َن أَيأ عَٰى نُوُرهُم بَيأ ِت يَسأ ـٰ ِمنَ ُمؤأ ِلِديَن َوٱلأ ـٰ ُر َخ ـٰ َہ َنأ َہا ٱألأ

عَِظيُم )ۚ فِيَہا  ُز ٱلأ فَوأ تُ ١٢ ذَٲِلَك هَُو ٱلأ ـٰ ِفقَ ـٰ ُمنَ ِفقُوَن َوٱلأ ـٰ ُمنَ َم يَقُوُل ٱلأ ِجعُوا   ( يَوأ تَبِسأ ِمن نُّوِركُمأ قِيَل ٱرأ ِللَِّذيَن َءاَمنُوا  ٱنظُُرونَا نَقأ

ِهُرهُۥ  مِ  ـٰ َمةُ َوَظ حأ نَہُم بِسُوٍر  لَّهُۥ  بَاُبۢ بَاِطنُهُۥ  فِيِه ٱلرَّ ا فَُضِرَب بَيأ تَِمسُوا  نُور   عَذَاُب )َوَرآَٰءكُمأ فَٱلأ ( يُنَاُدونَہُمأ أَلَمأ  ١٣ن قِبَِلِه ٱلأ

عَكُمأ نَ  ََمانِىُّ َحتَّٰى َجآٰ ۖ كُن مَّ
كُُم ٱألأ تأ تُمأ َوَغرَّ تَبأ تُمأ َوٱرأ ِكنَّكُمأ فَتَنتُمأ أَنفَُسكُمأ َوتََربَّصأ ـٰ غَُروُر  قَالُوا  بَلَٰى َولَ ِ ٱلأ كُم بِٱَّللَّ ِ َوَغرَّ ُر ٱَّللَّ َء أَمأ

 َواَل ِمَن ٱلَّذِ ١٤)
يَة   َخذُ ِمنكُمأ فِدأ َم اَل يُؤأ يَوأ َوٰٮكُُم ٱلنَّارُ ۚ يَن َكفَُروا  ( فَٱلأ لَٰٮكُمأ ۖ  َمأأ َمِصيُر )ۖ  ِهَى َموأ َس ٱلأ ِن ِللَِّذيَن ١٥ َوبِئأ ( ۞ أَلَمأ يَأأ

ِكتَ  ِ َواَل يَكُونُوا  َكٱلَِّذيَن أُوتُوا  ٱلأ َحق 
ِ َوَما نََزَل ِمَن ٱلأ ِر ٱَّللَّ َشَع قُلُوبُہُمأ ِلِذڪأ ا  أَن تَخأ لُ َءاَمنُوٰٓ َب ِمن قَبأ ََمُد فَقََستأ   ـٰ ِہُم ٱألأ فََطاَل َعلَيأ

ِسقُوَن )ۖ قُلُوبُہُمأ  ـٰ ہُمأ فَ نأ  م ِ
تَِہا ١٦ َوَكثِير   َد َموأ َض بَعأ َرأ ِى ٱألأ َ يُحأ ا  أَنَّ ٱَّللَّ لَُموٰٓ ِقلُوَن )ۚ ( ٱعأ ِت لَعَلَّكُمأ تَعأ ـٰ َيَ  (١٧ قَدأ بَيَّنَّا لَكُُم ٱألأ

On the Day you shall see the believing men and the believing women their 

light running forward before them and by their right hands. Glad tidings for 

you this Day! Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein 

forever! Truly, this is the great success! (12) On the Day when the hypocrites 

men and women will say to the believers: "Wait for us! Let us get something 

from your light!" It will be said: "Go back to your rear! Then seek a light!" So 

a wall will be put up between them, with a gate therein. Inside it will be 

mercy, and outside it will be torment." (13) (The hypocrites) will call the 

believers: "Were we not with you?" The believers will reply: "Yes! But you led 
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yourselves into temptations, you looked forward for our destruction; you 

doubted (in Faith); and you were deceived by false desires, till the 

Command of Allâh came to pass. And the chief deceiver (Satan) deceived 

you in respect of Allâh." (14) So this Day no ransom shall be taken from you 

(hypocrites), nor of those who disbelieved, (in the Oneness of Allâh Islâmic 

Monotheism). Your abode is the Fire, That is your maula (friend — proper 

place), and worst indeed is that destination. (15) Has not the time come for 

the hearts of those who believe (in the Oneness of Allâh - Islâmic 

Monotheism) to be affected by Allâh's Reminder (this Qur'ân), and that 

which has been revealed of the truth, lest they become as those who 

received the Scripture, and the term was prolonged for them and so their 

hearts were hardened? And many of them were Fâsiqûn (the rebellious, the 

disobedient to Allâh). (16) Know that Allâh gives life to the earth after its 

death! Indeed We have made clear the Ayât (proofs, evidences, verses, 

lessons, signs, revelations) to you, if you but understand. (17) 

▪ The names of Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin are 

mentioned in Surah Al Hadid. Surah Al Hadid is about balance. Allah is Al 

Awwal in doing everything, He’s the First and we need to be first in 

believing and giving. If there’s no giving then there will be imbalance 

because a person is just taking. 

▪ We shouldn’t wait for others to give and then we give. We need to 

hasten to Allah’s forgiveness and paradise. We shouldn’t wait and delay 

because maybe we will reach but only after much struggle. The name 

of Allah Al Awwal is teaching us to be foremost. In the hadith of the 

70,000 who enter paradise without account and torment, Ukasha asked 
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the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) to be among them, and he said you are. Then another 

asked to be among them and the Prophet ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said Ukasha beat you to 

it. Hadith: ( ِ، قَاَل َحدَّثَنِي َسِعيُد ب ُن ال ُمَسيَّ  ه ِري  ، َعِن الزُّ بََرنَا شُعَي ب  ِب، أَنَّ أَبَا هَُري َرةَ ـ  َحدَّثَنَا أَبُو ال يََماِن، أَخ 

ِ صلى هللا عليه وسلم يَقُوُل  َرة  ِهَي َسب عُوَن أَل ف ا، يَ  "رضى هللا عنه ـ قَاَل َسِمع ُت َرسُوَل َّللاَّ تِي ُزم  ُخُل ال َجنَّةَ ِمن  أُمَّ د 

َصٍن األَ   ."تُِضيُء ُوُجوهُُهم  إَِضاَءةَ ال قََمِر   فَُع نَِمَرة  فَقَاَم عَُكاَشةُ ب ُن ِمح  ِ َعلَي    َسِديُّ يَر  َ ِلي يَا َرسُوَل َّللاَّ ِه قَاَل اد عُ َّللاَّ

عَلَنِي ِمن ُهم   عَل هُ ِمن ُهم     "فَقَاَل    .أَن  يَج  عَلَنِي مِ   ."اللَُّهمَّ اج  َ أَن  يَج  ِ اد عُ َّللاَّ   .ن ُهم  ثُمَّ قَاَم َرُجل  ِمَن األَن َصاِر فَقَاَل يَا َرسُوَل َّللاَّ

  ِ َّللاَّ َرسُوُل  عَُكاَشةُ    "فَقَاَل  ."َسبَقََك  ) (I heard Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) saying "From 

among my followers, a group (o 70,000) will enter Paradise without being 

asked for their accounts, Their faces will be shining like the moon." 

'Ukasha bin Muhsin Al-Asadi got up, lifting his covering sheet and said, 

"O Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) Invoke Allah for me that He may include me 

with them." The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said! "O Allah! Make him from them." Then 

another man from Al-Ansar got up and said, "O Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)! 

Invoke Allah for me that He may include me with them." On that Allah's 

Messenger ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "'Ukasha has preceded you to it") - Sahih al-Bukhari 

5811. May Allah among them. Ameen.  

Surah Al Waqiah 13-14:  

َن   م ِ
ِليَن )ثُلَّة   َوَّ َِخِريَن )١٣ٱألأ َن ٱألأ  م ِ

 (١٤( َوقَِليل  

A multitude of those (foremost) will be from the first generations (who 

embraced Islâm). (13) And a few of those (foremost) will be from the later 

generations. (14) 

▪ We might come many generations after the Companions, but we could 

be among the few because of our hearts. May Allah make us reach. 

Ameen.    
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Allah Al Akhir – There is nothing after Him (اآلخر)  

Knowing Allah Al Akhir – There is nothing after Him (اآلخر) 

▪ The name of Allah Al Akhir gives you the result. In Surah Al Hadid, it ends 

with the believers and hypocrites. The believers were foremost in their life 

so Allah gave them light with no end. Allah will give them paradise, 

abiding there forever. This life is the ‘awwal’ and the ‘Akhir’ is the result 

on the Day of Judgement.  

▪ Every pleasure and every delight in the duniya is cut-off, but ( آخر) means 

it’s remaining, there’s no end to it. In paradise, the life of the people of 

paradise is remaining, there’s no end to it.  

▪ In the duniya, there’s no ‘Akhir’ because everything comes to an end. 

But in the akhira, we’ll have ‘Akhir’ – all remains and nothing ends. Allah 

is Al Akhir and He makes the people of paradise and their delights ‘Akhir’ 

– always remaining.  

▪ We think ‘Akhir’ is the end or the stop of something, but ‘Akhir’ means 

there is nothing after it, it’s remaining.  

▪ Allah is Al Akhir and it’s in His Hands to give ‘Akhir’ to whomever He wants.  

▪ Hypocrites are mentioned in Surah Al Hadid because they’re 

imbalanced, even more so than the disbelievers. Disbelievers are 

‘balanced’ in the sense their outside and inside is the same – disbelief 

inside and disbelief outside. Tut the hypocrites are imbalanced because 

they show belief outside but disbelief inside. There are some people who 

started with ‘Awwal’ but they didn’t get ‘Akhir’. The hypocrites started 

first with belief, but they didn’t get ‘Akhir’, they didn’t remain on belief; 

their light is put-off. May Allah protect us. Ameen. They got stuck and are 
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told to go back. Then a wall comes down, with it’s inside having mercy 

and it’s outside being torment. The ‘Baatin’, the inner of the hypocrites is 

corrupt, they only cared about their outer, but the outer is torment. The 

hypocrites only care about a place and position with the people; they 

don’t care about the sicknesses of their heart; this is like Iblis. He just 

wanted a position with Allah, but his inside was corrupt.  

▪ When the wall falls down, the hypocrites say ‘were we not with you’. The 

believers say ‘yes, but you went to the fitnas’.  

▪ The hypocrites are just waiting for the believers to slip in order to expose 

them. The slip of a believer is a trial and fitna for a hypocrite. They come 

saying ‘I’m an advisor, I want your goodness’, but they only want position 

with the person. The hypocrites also had doubts and were deceived with 

their wishful thinking; they didn’t take care of their inner.  

▪ Allah is Al Awwal and He brings opportunities to us, but there needs to 

be Al Akhir, we need to make Allah our goal, but the hypocrites didn’t 

make Allah their goal, they made the people their goal, astaghfar Allah.  

▪ Nevertheless, Allah is able to bring the dead back to life, and there’s 

always hope that the dead heart can be brought back to life because 

He is Al ‘Akar.  

▪ The hypocrites are just commentators, there’s no productivity from them; 

they’re demolishing society. They discourage those doing good by 

saying ‘surely you’re doing it to show-off’ and those doing little, they 

demotivate them.  

▪ There can only be balance when there’s contribution and we have to 

teach this to the kids as well. They can’t be sitting at home like kings or 

queens.  
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In the language: 

▪ The word (آخر) means remaining ( باقي). Remaining in: 

▪ Time (الزمان): for example, ‘how much time is remaining until the 

prayer?’. Surah Al Imran 72: ( ٱلَِّذينَ  َعلَى  أُنِزَل  بِٱلَِّذىٰٓ  َءاِمنُوا   ِب  ـٰ ِكتَ
ٱلأ ِل  أَهأ نأ  م ِ  

  َوقَالَت طَّآٰٮِٕفَة  

ِجعُونَ  يَرأ لَعَلَُّهمأ  ا  َءاِخَرهُۥ   فُُروٰٓ ٱلنََّهاِر َوٱكأ هَ   And a party of the people of the) (َءاَمنُوا  َوجأ

Scripture say: "Believe in the morning in that which is revealed to the 

believers (Muslims), and reject it at the end of the day, so that they 

may turn back.) – they said to believe in the beginning of the day and 

disbelieve in the end of the day. Surah Al Maeda 114: (  يََم ُن َمرأ قَاَل ِعيَسى ٱبأ

نَا َمآٰٮِٕ  اٱللَُّهمَّ َربَّنَآٰ أَنِزلأ َعلَيأ َن ٱلسََّمآِٰء تَكُوُن لَنَا ِعيد    م ِ
نكَ   َدة    م ِ

ِلنَا َوَءاِخِرنَا َوَءايَة   َوَّ ٲِزقِينَ ۖ أِل  ُر ٱلرَّ نَا َوأَنَت َخيأ
ُزقأ  ( َوٱرأ

('Īsā (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary), said: "O Allâh, our Lord! Send us 

from heaven a table spread (with food) that there may be for us - for 

the first and the last of us - a festival and a sign from You; and provide 

us sustenance, for You are the Best of sustainers.") 

▪ Quality (النوعية): Surah Ash Shu’ara 66: ( َََخِرين نَا ٱألأ َرقأ  Then We drowned) (ثُمَّ أَغأ

the others) 

▪ Place (المكان): for example, seats remaining.  

▪ Find word (الكالم  :the last word which remains. Surah Yunus 10 :(آخر 

( م    ـٰ نََك ٱللَُّهمَّ َوتَِحيَّتُہُمأ فِيَہا َسلَ ـٰ َح َوٰٮُهمأ فِيَہا سُبأ لَِمينَ ۚ َدعأ ـٰ عَ ِ ٱلأ ِ َرب  ُد َّلِلَّ َحمأ َوٰٮُهمأ أَِن ٱلأ  Their way) ( َوَءاِخُر َدعأ

of request therein will be Subhânaka Allâhumma (Glory to You, O 

Allâh!) and Salâm (peace, safety from evil) will be their greetings 

therein (Paradise)! and the close of their request will be: Al-Hamdu 

Lillâhi Rabbil-'Alamîn [All the praises and thanks are to Allâh, the Lord 

of 'Alamîn (mankind, jinn and all that exists)].) – the people of 

paradise say ‘subhanak Allahuma’ and they get what they want.  
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May Allah purify us and help us live under the shade of these names. 

Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin ( الظاهر الباطناألول اآلخر  ) – Class #11 

Introduction 

▪ The names of Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin surround us 

because we’re talking about four names together. Allah Al Awwal, He is 

the The First we go to, He’s the One who brings the means. Allah is Al 

‘Akhir and there’s nothing after Him. Whatever He decides and decrees 

then there can be nothing after Him. We are between two letters (ك) and 

  .Be’, subhan Allah‘ – (كن) – (ن)

▪ For example the name of the markaz needed to be changed, Allah is Al 

Awwal and He knows the name already before anyone else. He’s The 

One Who bring the means. And He’s Al Akhaar, so whatever He decides 

is what will happen. We think we chose but it’s Allah Who chooses.  

▪ Or about reserving seats in the markaz, someone might think ‘who is the 

one who spoke about this’ or ‘those with laptops are serving seats’, but 

it’s important to have a good heart.  

▪ Allah is Al ‘Akhaar in His judgement, there are witnesses and intercessors 

but in the end it’s only by Allah’s mercy that anyone can enter paradise. 

Part of longer hadith: ( ِمنُوَن َولَم  يَب َق ُ َعزَّ َوَجلَّ َشفَعَِت ال َملَئَِكةُ َوَشفََع النَّبِيُّوَن َوَشفََع ال ُمؤ  فَيَقُوُل َّللاَّ

اِحِميَن فَيَق بُِض  َحُم الرَّ ا قَطُّ قَب َضة  ِمَن الإاِلَّ أَر  ا لَم  يَع َملُوا َخي ر  م  ِرُج ِمن َها قَو  نَّاِر فَيُخ  ) (Then Allah, Exalted 

and Great, would say: The angels have interceded, the apostles have 

interceded and the believers have interceded, and no one remains (to 

grant pardon) but the Most Merciful of the mercifuls. He will then take a 
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handful from Fire and bring out from it people who never did any good) 

- Sahih Muslim 183 

▪ On the Day of Judgement, we will see Allah Al Awwal and Al ‘Akhaar in 

all His decisions, but our test in this life is do we believe Allah is Al Awwal 

Al ‘Akhaar, do we go to Him first and make Him our ultimate goal? 

Allah Al Akhir – There is nothing after Him (اآلخر)  

Knowing Allah Al Akhir – There is nothing after Him (اآلخر) 

▪ When someone praises us, the feeling then goes away, and this is true 

for any feeling, whether it’s sadness etc. But when Allah praises anyone 

then it remains and if He dispraises anyone then it remains unless the 

person changes, subhan Allah.  

▪ People will go, our feelings will go, but Allah remains, and His reward and 

punishment remain. When we do good deeds for Allah then it will remain, 

but when we do good deeds for other than His sake then it will not 

remain.   

▪ When we do a good deed, don’t make anyone ‘Akhir’ meaning don’t 

do the good deeds so someone else is happy or pleased, make Allah Al 

‘Akhaar – He’s the ultimate goal.  

▪ We find in our life some issues are not being solved because we’re not 

making Allah Al ‘Akhaar. For example our problem is to find a job so we 

make the solution or end to get a job, or we want to get married and 

think it will solve our problems. If we make something or someone as 

‘akhaar then something will always come up after that, subhan Allah. 

For example you want to get married and then you get married, then 

you want children then you get children, then you want your children to 
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sleep, so they sleep, then you want them to wake-up for school, etc. It’s 

important to make Allah Al ‘Akhaar. We shouldn’t make our goal 

something (فان) – something which perishes.  

▪ We’re expecting things to change, but we need to change ourselves 

and then things will change.  

▪ Surah An Nahl 97: (  
 َطي ِبَة  

يِيَنَّهُۥ  َحيَٰوة    فَلَنُحأ
ِمن   ن ذََڪٍر أَوأ أُنثَٰى َوهَُو ُمؤأ ا م ِ ِلح   ـٰ ِزيَنَُّهمأ   َولَ ۖ َمنأ َعِمَل َص نَجأ

َملُونَ  يَعأ َڪانُوا   َما  َسِن  بِأَحأ َرهُم   Whoever works righteousness, whether male or) (أَجأ

female, while he (or she) is a true believer (of Islâmic Monotheism) verily, 

to him We will give a good life (in this world with respect, contentment 

and lawful provision), and We shall pay them certainly a reward in 

proportion to the best of what they used to do (i.e. Paradise in the 

Hereafter).)– when we make Allah our goal then everything will be easy. 

We plan and think that is our ‘akhaar, but Allah shows us that it’s not our 

akhaar. When there are any issues hanging in our life then we need to 

make Allah Al Awwal Al Akhaar. When we submit, then the problem is 

solved. Submitting is to stop all the thinking and how the solution will be 

solved. Instead of diving deeper and deeper into finding a solution, 

submit to Allah Al Awwal Al ‘Akhaar.  

▪ One of the duas before sleeping which shows us Allah is Al ‘Akaar: 

If you take to your bed, then perform ablution, lie on your right side and 

then supplicate (below)…If you then die, you will die upon the fitrah; so let 

these words be the last you say (before going to bed). 

ِري إِلَيأ  ُت أَمأ ضأ ِري إِلَيأَك، َوفَوَّ ِهي إِلَيأَك، َوأَلأَجأأُت َظهأ ُت َوجأ هأ ُت نَفأِسي إِلَيأَك، َوَوجَّ لَمأ بَةً إِلَيأَك، ََل  اللُهمَّ أَسأ بَةً َوَرهأ َك، َرغأ

َسلأتَ َملأَجأَ َوََل َمنأَجا ِمنأَك إَِلَّ إِلَيأَك، آَمنأُت بِِكتَابَِك الَِّذي أَنأَزلأَت، وَ   بِنَبِيِ َك الَِّذي أَرأ
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Allaahumma aslamtu nafsee ilayk, wa waj-jahtu wajhiya ilayka wa ’alja’tu 

ẓahree ilayk, wa fawwaḍtu amree ilayk, ragh-batan warah-batan ilayk, 

laa malja’a wa laa manja minka il-laa ilayk, aamantu bi-kitaa-bika-l-

ladhee anzalt, wa bi-nabiyyik-alladhee arsalt 

O Allah, I submit my soul unto You, and I turn my face towards You, and I 

totally rely on You, and I entrust my affair unto You, in hope and fear of 

You. Verily there is no refuge nor safe haven from You except with You. I 

believe in Your Book which You have sent down and in Your Prophet 

whom You have sent. 

 (Sahih al-Bukhari 6311) 

▪ One of the reasons we’re restless in sleep is because we’re not making 

Allah is Al ‘Akaar, we’re just thinking about our problems, but when we 

submit to Him then it will solve all our matters. Notice how babies quickly 

sleep, because everything is delegated to Allah. We need to make Allah 

Al Awwal and ‘Akhir in our life.  

▪ The People of the Cave slept for 309 years but Allah took care of them 

the whole time.  

▪ No matter how much we reach in knowledge, the knowledge doesn’t 

stop with us. Above everyone is another who knows more until we reach 

The Knower of the Seen and Unseen, subhan Allah. Surah Yusuf 76: (  َق َوفَوأ

َعِليم    ٍم  ِعلأ ِذى  -but over all those endowed with knowledge is the All) (ُڪل ِ 

Knowing (Allâh)) 

▪ Ismael (عليه السالم) was forbearing but Allah is Al ‘Akhaar, Ibrahim (عليه السالم) 

had rushd but Allah is Al ‘Akhaar.  
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May Allah help us to make Him Al Awwal and Al Akhaar in our lives. 

Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #12 

Introduction 

 ِ ٍء، فَاِلَق الأَحب  ِش الأعَِظيِم، َربَّنَا َوَربَّ كُل ِ َشيأ ِض َوَربَّ الأعَرأ َرأ َراِة َوالنََّوى،  اللُهمَّ َربَّ السََّماَواِت َوَربَّ األأ َوُمنأِزَل التَّوأ

ُل فَ  َوَّ ٍء أَنأَت آِخذٌ بِنَاِصيَتِِه، اللُهمَّ أَنأَت األأ قَاِن، أَعُوذُ بَِك ِمنأ َشر ِ كُل ِ َشيأ نأِجيِل َوالأفُرأ ِ ِخُر َواْلأ ٌء، َوأَنأَت اآلأ لَيأَس قَبألََك َشيأ

قََك شَ  ٌء، َوأَنأَت الظَّاِهُر فَلَيأَس فَوأ نِنَا ِمَن  فَلَيأَس بَعأَدَك َشيأ ٌء، اقأِض َعنَّا الدَّيأَن، َوأَغأ ٌء، َوأَنأَت الأبَاِطُن فَلَيأَس ُدونََك َشيأ يأ

 الأفَقأرِ 

O Allah, Lord of the heavens, Lord of the earth and Lord of the exalted 

throne, our Lord and the Lord of all things, Splitter of the seed and the date 

stone, Revealer of the Torah, the Injeel and the Furqan, I seek refuge with 

You from the evil of all things You seize by the forelock (i.e. You have total 

mastery over). O Allah, You are The First so there is nothing before You and 

You are The Last so there is nothing after You. You are The Most Apparent 

so there is nothing above You and You are The Most Hidden so there is 

nothing closer than You, settle my debt for me and spare me from 

poverty. – At Tirmidhi 3481 

▪ In this supplication we’re asking Allah to fulfill our debts, and when do we 

need our debts to be fulfilled? Especially at the time of death. Not 

everyone who ends their life has fulfilled their ‘debts’. Allah is the One 

Who will judge and decide where our final destination will be. We also 

ask Allah to enrich us. There will be people who are poor and rich on the 

Day of Judgement. The truly rich and poor will be known after their 

display in front of Allah. The ones who are poor are the ones who are 
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poor from having good deeds and the ones who are rich are the ones 

who are rich with good deeds. They were poor to Allah in this life.  

▪ In Surah Qaf, Allah is showing us all that will be Akhir – we will die and we 

will judged and be told if we will be in paradise or hellfire. May Allah 

protect us from the hellfire and grant us paradise. Ameen.  

Surah Qaf 19-35: 

َحق ِ  ِت بِٱلأ َموأ َرةُ ٱلأ هُ تَِحيُد )ۖ َوَجآَٰءتأ َسكأ َوِعيِد )ۚ ( َونُِفَخ فِى ٱلصُّورِ ١٩ ذَٲِلَك َما كُنَت ِمنأ ُم ٱلأ ٍس  (  ٢٠ ذَٲِلَك يَوأ َوَجآَٰءتأ كُلُّ نَفأ

عََها َسآٰٮِٕق   َوَشِہيد   ) َم َحِديد   )٢١مَّ يَوأ نَا َعنَك ِغَطآَٰءَك فَبََصُرَك ٱلأ ذَا فََكَشفأ ـٰ نأ َه  م ِ
لٍَة  ذَا ٢٢( لَّقَدأ كُنَت فِى َغفأ ـٰ ( َوقَاَل قَِرينُهُۥ  َه

ِقيَا فِى َجَهنََّم كُلَّ ٢٣َما لََدىَّ َعتِيد  ) ِريٍب )٢٤َڪفَّاٍر َعنِيٍد  )( أَلأ تٍَد  مُّ ِر ُمعأ َخيأ نَّاعٍ  ل ِلأ ا َءاَخَر ٢٥( مَّ ه  ـٰ ِ إِلَ ( ٱلَِّذى َجعََل َمَع ٱَّللَّ

عَذَاِب ٱلشَِّديِد ) ِقيَاهُ فِى ٱلأ ِلِۭ بَِعيٍد  )٢٦فَأَلأ ـٰ ِكن َكاَن فِى َضلَ ـٰ تُهُۥ  َولَ غَيأ
تَِصُموا  لََدىَّ ٢٧( ۞ قَاَل قَِرينُهُۥ  َربَّنَا َمآٰ أَطأ

( قَاَل اَل تَخأ

َوِعيِد ) كُم بِٱلأ ُت إِلَيأ عَبِيِد )٢٨َوقَدأ قَدَّمأ ٍم  ل ِلأ ـٰ ُل لََدىَّ َوَمآٰ أَنَ۟ا بَِظلَّ قَوأ
ِت َوتَقُوُل َهلأ ٢٩( َما يُبَدَُّل ٱلأ تَََلأ َم نَقُوُل ِلَجَهنََّم َهِل ٱمأ ( يَوأ

ِزيٍد  ) ِلفَتِ ٣٠ِمن مَّ َر بَِعيٍد )  ( َوأُزأ ُمتَِّقيَن َغيأ ِللأ َجنَّةُ  اٍب َحِفيٍظ  )٣١ٱلأ ذَا َما تُوَعُدوَن ِلكُل ِ أَوَّ ـٰ َن  ٣٢( َه ـٰ َم حأ نأ َخِشَى ٱلرَّ ( مَّ

نِيٍب ) ٍب  مُّ ِب َوَجآَٰء بِقَلأ غَيأ ٍم  ٣٣بِٱلأ ـٰ ُخلُوَها بَِسلَ ُخلُوِد )ۖ ( ٱدأ ُم ٱلأ ا يََشآٰءُ ٣٤ ذَٲِلَك يَوأ نَا َمِزيد   )( لَُهم مَّ  (٣٥وَن فِيَہا َولََديأ

And the stupor of death will come in truth: "This is what you have been 

avoiding!" (19) And the Trumpet will be blown — that will be the Day whereof 

warning (had been given) (i.e. the Day of Resurrection). (20) And every 

person will come forth along with an (angel) to drive (him), and an (angel) 

to bear witness. (21) (It will be said to the sinners): "Indeed you were 

heedless of this, now We have removed your covering, and sharp is your 

sight this Day!" (22) And his companion (angel) will say: "Here is (this 

Record) ready with me!" (23) (Allah will say to the angels): "Both of you 

throw into Hell, every stubborn disbeliever (in the Oneness of Allâh, in His 

Messengers) — (24) "Hinderer of good, transgressor, doubter, (25) "Who set 

up another ilâh (god) with Allâh, Then both of you cast him in the severe 

torment." (26) His companion (Satan — devil)] will say: "Our Lord! I did not 
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push him to transgression, (in disbelief, oppression, and evil deeds) but he 

was himself in error far astray." (27) Allâh will say: "Dispute not in front of Me, 

I had already, in advance, sent you the threat. (28) The Sentence that 

comes from Me cannot be changed, and I am not unjust to the slaves." (29) 

On the Day when We will say to Hell: "Are you filled?" It will say: "Are there 

any more (to come)?" (30) And Paradise will be brought near to the 

Muttaqûn not far off. (31) (It will be said): "This is what you were promised, - 

(it is) for those oft-returning (to Allâh) in sincere repentance, and those who 

preserve their covenant with Allâh (by obeying Him in all what He has 

ordered, and worshipping none but Allâh Alone, i.e. follow Allâh's religion, 

Islâmic Monotheism). (32) "Who feared the Most Gracious (Allâh) in the 

Ghaib (unseen) and brought a heart turned in repentance (to Him - and 

absolutely free from each and every kind of polytheism). (33) "Enter you 

therein in peace and security — this is a Day of eternal life!" (34) There they 

will have all that they desire — and We have more (for them, i.e. a glance 

at the All-Mighty, All-Majestic (35) (هلالج لج 

▪ When death comes and we are brought back to life, Allah will decide 

who enters the hellfire and who enters paradise. Allah tells us who is the 

one who is cast into the hellfire. What are his qualities? He was a great 

denier, very stubborn and doubter who devoted himself to other than 

Allah – this is shirk. What made him a great denier, stubborn and a 

doubter? Shirk. This shows us Allah is Al Akhaar because He is the One 

Who decides.  

▪ We are not Akhir, we do not have a final say. We are only means in 

between. How many times do we make decisions and they’re not final? 
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We change our appointments, we decide to order something and then 

change, we say we won’t speak to someone and we do. Allah’s 

decision is Akhir; it’s final, and not ours.  

▪ When the person goes to the hellfire, what will he say? He will accuse the 

shaitan. The shaitan will say, ‘I didn’t push him to transgress but he was in 

far misguidance’. A person can’t blame anyone but himself. No one is 

forced. The shaitan is a means which is a test for us.  

▪ Then Allah says ‘don’t argue in front of Me’, now is not the time or place 

to argue. He will say ‘I have already brought forward the warnings to 

you’. Allah’s word will not change and that’s why He’s never unjust to 

anyone. He’s Al ‘Akhir. If you’re on the truth, then the truth will not 

change. The truth will be ‘Akhir. Anything that’s not the truth will not be 

Akhir.  

▪ Allah will speak to the hellfire and ask ‘are you filled?’. And the hellfire 

will say, ‘is there more?’. The hellfire wants to take on more, and push 

and crowd the people inside. Though this too will come to an end and 

Allah will place His Foot and the hellfire will say ‘enough, I’m full’. Hadith: 

( ِ صلى هللا عليه وسلم قَاَل   َحتَّى يََضَع    .يُل قَى فِي النَّاِر َوتَقُوُل َهل  ِمن  َمِزيدٍ   "  َعن  أَنٍَس ـ رضى هللا عنه ـ َعِن النَّبِي 

 said, "The people will be thrown into the (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) The Prophet) ("قََدَمهُ فَتَقُوُل قَِط قَِط  

(Hell) Fire and it will say: "Are there any more (to come)?' (50.30) till Allah 

puts His Foot over it and it will say, 'Qati! Qati! (Enough Enough!)'") – Sahih 

Al Bukhari Book 65, Hadith 4848 

▪ As for paradise, Allah will draw it nearer to the muttaqeen. Imagine in life 

when things are delivered straight to your home, this is a privilege. Allah 

will bring paradise near to the muttaqeen. This is what they’ve been 
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promised; this is the ‘Akhir for them. This is the end for them. Allah will 

make an end for our life through death because He knows who will 

remain a believer forever and who will remain a disbeliever forever.  

▪ Paradise is promised for those who are always returning to Allah, they 

know Allah is Al ‘Akhir. Those who were guarding the commands of Allah, 

they’re guarding themselves, their eyes, ears and chastity. They feared 

Ar Rahman – The Most Merciful. And their hearts were always returning 

to Allah. This is the qualities of the people of paradise. It will be said to 

them, ‘Enter it with peace’. We ask Allah of His favor. Ameen.  

▪ Imagine when we go somewhere new, we have to bring our luggage 

and belongings with us. As for paradise, we don’t need to bring anything 

except ourselves and our good deeds. This is the Day of Eternity. Allah Al 

‘Akhir, The One Who remains, will give eternity to the people of paradise. 

Whatever they desire, there will be no end to it. Allah will not only give 

them what they wish, but He will give them more, subhan Allah. For the 

people of paradise, they not only have eternity, but everything is always 

increasing.  

▪ When we take an ayah from the Qur’an, is there an end to it? No, there’s 

always more and more. When we’re dealing with Allah, there’s always a 

window and vastness, there’s no end. When we look at the sea or the 

sky, we can’t grasp the end or beginning. When we look at the mercy of 

Allah, there’s always more and more, and it’s remaining and constant.  

Allah Al Akhir – There is nothing after Him (اآلخر)  

Knowing Allah Al Akhir – There is nothing after Him (اآلخر) 
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▪ With the name of Allah Al ‘Akaar, all we can do is submit because we 

cannot grasp it. We plan and make a schedule, but we see it doesn’t 

happen or it doesn’t end on time and this is to make us understand Allah 

is Al ‘Akhir, His say is final and not ours. When we know this then we will 

be balanced.  

▪ Allah’s words are final and that’s what remains, subhan Allah. If we didn’t 

know Allah Al ‘Akhir, then we will be so rigid and frustrated when things 

don’t go according to plan, but knowing Allah Al ‘Akhir shows us there’s 

always more. Allah is Al Awwal to bring the means to us, He’s the One 

Who initiates everything. And He’s Al ‘Akhir to show us the results of the 

means, the judgement and end of all matters. He will show us the ‘full 

stop’ for us and that’s what will remain.  

▪ Sometimes we have plans and a decree happens and it’s totally wiped 

away. Flexibility is important in life. Be like water and take on the shape 

of any ‘vessel’ you’re placed. We shouldn’t be stiff and want everyone 

to change; we should change.  

▪ Allah is First and Allah is Al ‘Akar with no number at the end. And we need 

means in between otherwise it would be shocking for us.  

May Allah help us to make Him Al Awwal and Al Akhaar in our lives. 

Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #13 

Introduction 

▪ Faith is what keeps us going in life but when there’s no faith then we get 

stuck. What can cause people to get stuck? Grief, whether it’s loss of a 
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loved one, money, tragedy, separation, or some problem. A person 

might feel he’s suffocating but belief in Allah makes a person to go 

forward.  

▪ The names of Allah keep us going. If we think people or anything tangible 

is what will keep us going then we’re mistaking. Allah is Al Awwal Al Akhir 

Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) and He’s before anyone in our 

life and He never dies.  

▪ He’s the One whose favors and mercy come to us before anyone. Allah 

is Al Awwal, He comes before anyone and before any of the means and 

He’s Al Akhir so we should make Him our goal. No matter how much we 

talk about Allah, there’s no end to it. When we look at the sea, we can’t 

see the end, and this is just a creation. So what about Allah? Subhan 

Allah.  

Shirk in Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir  

▪ How does shirk happen with the names of Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir? There 

is shirk in Allah’s actions and shirk in our actions.  

▪ Shirk in Allah’s actions: Allah is The Creator, The Sustainer, The Provider 

and there are those who saying others sustain and provide and this is 

shirk. Allah is Al Awwal, He’s the Only Provider. When we get a gift, the 

person who gives us is only a mean and Allah is Al Awwal, He’s the First 

to put it in the person’s mind to get us a gift, to give him money to buy it, 

the transportation to buy it, the factory to produce it, etc. Major shirk 

happens when we put a rival with Allah. For example it rains, people 

might say ‘you came and brought us the rain’; this is shirk. Rain is Allah’s 

action and not a person coming. When a person is upgraded or 
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downgraded in work, it is not because of the people but because Allah 

is the One Who honors whomever He wills and humiliates whomever He 

wills. There are reasons in between.  

▪ Even when we’re writing, Allah is Al Awwal because He’s the One Who 

creates our actions.  

▪ Sometimes people give credit to others but they don’t know Allah is Al 

Awwal before anything.  

▪ Shirk can be with heart, devotion, fear, attention, etc. To commit shirk is 

torture and torment in this life and the next. 

▪ Shirk in our actions:  

o Shirk in dua: Allah tells us to call on Him alone. When we know 

Allah is Al Awwal then we will go to Him first and He’s Al Akhir 

because He’s our ultimate goal. Shirk is when we invoke 

someone else. Even when calling, if we’re calling on someone 

as if we’re begging them and there’s so much humiliation before 

them then this is shirk because it’s as if we made them Al Akhir, 

as if they’re our goal. Feelings of humility and breaking should be 

for Allah alone. 

o Shirk in love: when we see good qualities in someone, we end 

up loving them, but Who’s the One perfect in all attributes? Allah 

so we should make Him Al Awwal. When we make Allah Al Akhir 

in our love then there’s no one we love more after Him. There are 

those who love the Prophet ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) like they love Allah or even more 

and this is shirk. 
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o Shirk in intention: Allah is Al Awwal and He’s the First to tell us 

about intentions and worshipping Him and He’s Al Akhir to make 

our intentions for Him. We shouldn’t make our intentions for Allah 

and someone else.   

o Shirk in fear: Allah is Al Akhir and He’s the One we need to fear. 

Even when we fear a sin it’s because we fear displeasing Allah. 

There are those who fear awliya thinking the wali will harm him 

or they’re afraid of a magician. Allah is Al Awwal and only He’s 

worthy of fear.  

o Shirk in tawakul: we cannot rely and trust anyone after Allah 

because He’s Al Akhir. He’s Al Awwal because He’s the All-

Knowing, Al Wakeel.  

o Riya’a: is showing off in worship which means wanting people’s 

praise even if they don’t praise you. This is minor shirk. Allah is Al 

Awwal and He’s the One Who commanded us to have an 

intention and worship. If He’s Al Awwal then why do want 

people’s praise? Allah is Al Akhir and He’s the One to praise us, 

but why do we want more than that? This shows we’re not 

making Allah Akhir. When Allah praises it’s real praise. Sometimes 

we don’t come to class because we’re afraid of people’s 

dispraise and this is riya’a. Alhamdulilah we don’t hear Allah’s 

praise otherwise we will not able to do anything after that.  

▪ The name of Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin teaches us 

to go forward, but why do we get stuck? Because of shirk. Shirk traps 

us like a spider web. A spider web is transparent and a person can 

easily falling into shirk without realizing. When we’re stuck it’s the 
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shaitan who comes along, though he has no power over the 

mukhliseen – the sincere ones not committing shirk. Dua: (  اللَُّهمَّ إِن ِي أَعُوذُ بَِك

لَمُ  تَغ ِفُرَك ِلَما الَ أَع  لَُم، َوأَس   O Allah I seek refuge with You should) (أَن  أُش ِرَك بَِك َوأَنَا أَع 

I commit shirk with You while I know and I seek Your forgiveness while 

I do not know) – Al Adab Al Mufrad 716 

▪ Nowadays people might not be sick in body but sick in mental health. 

What is the solution? Be close to Allah. A person is stuck on a memory or 

someone and that’s why he’s not moving forward. The city ladies in Surah 

Yusuf had the goal of seeing Yusuf (عليه السالم) and what happened? They 

cut their hands. There are those who say, ‘I want to see this, see that’ 

and in the end they you ‘cut your hands’.  

Homework: Find how Allah is Al Awwal Al Akhir in Surah Al Hadid. Allah’s 

actions are Awwal and your actions to make him Your goal is Al ‘Akhir. The 

recompense is Al ‘Akhir as well.  

Allah Al Awwal Allah Al Akhir 

َوٲِت َوٱۡۡلَۡرِض  َوهَُو ٱۡلعَِزيُز ٱۡلَحِكيمُ  ـٰ ِ َما فِى ٱلسََّم     َسبََّح ّلِِلَّ

َوٲِت َوٱۡۡلَۡرِض  لَهُ  ـٰ َوهَُو َعلَٰى كُل ِ        يُۡحِىۦ َويُِميتُ   ۥ ُمۡلُك ٱلسََّم

 َشۡىء ٍ۬ قَِدير  

ِ تُۡرَجُع ٱۡۡلُُمورُ   َوإِلَى ٱّلِلَّ

ِهُر َوٱۡلبَاِطنُ  ـٰ ُل َوٱۡۡلَِخُر َوٱلظَّ فِيهِ   َوهَُو بِكُل ِ َشۡىء  َعِليم    هَُو ٱۡۡلَوَّ ۡستَۡخلَِفيَن  مُّ َجعَلَكُم  ا  ِممَّ َوأَنِفقُواْ  َوَرسُوِلِهۦ   ِ بِٱّلِلَّ     َءاِمنُواْ 

ِذيَن َءاَمنُواْ ِمنكُۡم َوأَنفَقُواْ لَُهۡم أَۡجر ٍ۬ َكبِير ٍ۬ فَٱلَّ   

َوٲِت َوٱۡۡلَۡرَض فِى ِستَِّة أَيَّام ٍ۬ ثُمَّ ٱۡستََوٰى   ـٰ هَُو ٱلَِّذى َخلََق ٱلسََّم

َوَما     يَۡعلَُم َما يَِلُج فِى ٱۡۡلَۡرِض َوَما يَۡخُرُج ِمۡنَہا   َعلَى ٱۡلعَۡرِش 

     َوهَُو َمعَكُۡم أَۡيَن َما كُنتُمۡ   يَنِزُل ِمَن ٱلسََّمآِء َوَما يَۡعُرُج فِيَہا

ُ بَِما تَۡعَملُوَن بَِصير ٍ۬   َوٱّلِلَّ

 ِ سُوُل يَۡدعُوكُۡم ِلتُۡؤِمنُواْ بَِرب ِكُمۡ  َۙوَما لَكُۡم ََل تُۡؤِمنُوَن بِٱّلِلَّ   َوٱلرَّ

َوٲِت َوٱ لَّهُ  ـٰ ۡؤِمنِينَ      ۡۡلَۡرِض ۥ ُمۡلُك ٱلسََّم قَكُۡم إِن كُنتُم مُّ ـٰ  َوقَۡد أََخذَ ِميثَ
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 َوهَُو َعِليُمُۢ بِذَاِت    يُوِلُج ٱلَّۡيَل فِى ٱلنََّہاِر َويُوِلُج ٱلنََّہاَر فِى ٱلَّۡيلِ 

ُدورِ   ٱلصُّ

تَلَ  ـٰ ۡن أَنفََق ِمن قَۡبِل ٱۡلفَۡتحِ َوقَ ٓٮَِٕك أَعۡ   ََل يَۡستَِوى ِمنكُم مَّ ـٰ َظُم  أُْولَ

تَلُواْ  ـٰ َوقَ بَۡعُد  ِمنُۢ  أَنفَقُواْ  ٱلَِّذيَن  َن  م ِ  
ُ    َدَرَجة ٍ۬ ٱّلِلَّ َوَعَد   

َوكُلاٍ۬  

    ٱۡلُحۡسنَىٰ 

َن  م ِ ل ِيُۡخِرَجكُم  ت ٍ۬  ـٰ بَي ِنَ ِتِۭ  ـٰ َءايَ َعۡبِدِهۦۤ  َعلَٰى  ُل  يُنَز ِ ٱلَِّذى  هَُو 

ِت إِلَى ٱلنُّورِ  ـٰ َ بِكُۡم لََرءُ   ٱلظُّلَُم ِحيم ٍ۬  َوإِنَّ ٱّلِلَّ وف ٍ۬ رَّ  

ِعفَهُ  ـٰ ا فَيَُض َ قَۡرض ا َحَسن ٍ۬ ن ذَا ٱلَِّذى يُۡقِرُض ٱّلِلَّ ۥۤ   ۥ َولَهُ  ۥ لَهُ  مَّ

 أَۡجر ٍ۬ َكِريم ٍ۬ 

َوٲِت   ـٰ ٱلسََّم ِميَرٲُث   ِ َوّلِِلَّ  ِ ٱّلِلَّ َسبِيِل  فِى  تُنِفقُواْ  أََلَّ  لَكُۡم  َوَما 

    َوٱۡۡلَۡرِض 

َوٱۡلُمۡؤمِ  ٱۡلُمۡؤِمنِيَن  تََرى  أَۡيِديِہۡم  يَۡوَم  بَۡيَن  نُوُرهُم  يَۡسعَٰى  ِت  ـٰ نَ

ُر   ـٰ ٱۡۡلَۡنَہ تَۡحتَِہا  ِمن  تَۡجِرى  ت ٍ۬  ـٰ َجنَّ ٱۡليَۡوَم  بُۡشَرٰٮكُُم  نِِهم  ـٰ َوبِأَۡيَم

ِلِديَن فِيَہا ـٰ   ذَٲِلَك هَُو ٱۡلفَۡوُز ٱۡلعَِظيمُ   َخ

ُ بَِما تَۡعَملُوَن َخبِير ٍ۬  ِفقُونَ  َوٱّلِلَّ ـٰ ٱۡلُمنَ يَقُوُل  ٱنظُُرونَا    يَۡوَم  َءاَمنُواْ  ِللَِّذيَن  ُت  ـٰ ِفقَ ـٰ َوٱۡلُمنَ

ٱرۡ  قِيَل  نُّوِركُۡم  ِمن  ا  نَۡقتَبِۡس  نُور ٍ۬ فَٱۡلتَِمسُواْ  َوَرآَءكُۡم  ِجعُواْ 

لَّهُ بِسُور ٍ۬  بَۡينَہُم  بَاِطنُهُ  فَُضِرَب  بَاُبُۢ  ۡحَمةُ   ۥ  ٱلرَّ فِيِه  ۥ 

ِهُرهُ  ـٰ ۥ ِمن قِبَِلِه ٱۡلعَذَابُ  َوَظ  

 َ َمۡوتَِہاأَنَّ ٱّلِلَّ لَعَلَّكُۡم    يُۡحِى ٱۡۡلَۡرَض بَۡعَد  ِت  ـٰ لَكُُم ٱۡۡلَيَ قَۡد بَيَّنَّا   

 تَۡعِقلُونَ 

عَكُمۡ  مَّ نَكُن  أَلَۡم  أَنفَُسكُۡم    يُنَاُدونَہُۡم  فَتَنتُۡم  ِكنَّكُۡم  ـٰ َولَ بَلَٰى  قَالُواْ   

َحتَّىٰ  ٱۡۡلََمانِىُّ  ۡتكُُم  َوَغرَّ َوٱۡرتَۡبتُۡم  ِ  َوتََربَّۡصتُۡم  ٱّلِلَّ أَۡمُر  َجآَء   

ِ ٱۡلغَُرورُ  كُم بِٱّلِلَّ  َوَغرَّ

عَكُمۡ   مَّ نَكُن  أَلَۡم  أَنفَُسكُۡم    يُنَاُدونَہُۡم  فَتَنتُۡم  ِكنَّكُۡم  ـٰ َولَ بَلَٰى  قَالُواْ   

ٱّلِلَِّ  أَۡمُر  َجآَء  َحتَّٰى  ٱۡۡلََمانِىُّ  ۡتكُُم  َوَغرَّ َوٱۡرتَۡبتُۡم    َوتََربَّۡصتُۡم 

ِ ٱۡلغَُرورُ  كُم بِٱّلِلَّ  َوَغرَّ

ِ َوَما نََزَل    أَلَۡم يَۡأِن ِللَِّذيَن َءاَمنُٓواْ أَن تَۡخَشَع قُلُوبُہُۡم ِلِذۡڪِر ٱّلِلَّ

َب ِمن قَۡبُل فََطاَل   ـٰ ِ َوََل يَكُونُواْ َكٱلَِّذيَن أُوتُواْ ٱۡلِكتَ ِمَن ٱۡلَحق 

ِسقُونَ  وَ   َعلَۡيِہُم ٱۡۡلََمُد فَقََسۡت قُلُوبُہُمۡ  ـٰ ۡنہُۡم فَ َكثِير ٍ۬ م ِ  

 ٱۡعلَُمٓواْ  

ا    َحَسن ٍ۬ قَۡرض ا   َ ٱّلِلَّ َوأَۡقَرُضواْ  ِت  ـٰ قَ د ِ َوٱۡلُمصَّ قِيَن  د ِ ٱۡلُمصَّ إِنَّ 

لَُهۡم َولَُهۡم أَۡجر ٍ۬ َكِريم ٍ۬ ) عَُف  ـٰ ١٨يَُض )   ِ بِٱّلِلَّ َوٱلَِّذيَن َءاَمنُواْ 

هُُم   ٓٮَِٕك  ـٰ أُْولَ يقُونَ َوُرسُِلِهۦۤ  د ِ لَُهۡم    ٱلص ِ َرب ِِہۡم  ِعنَد  َہَدآُء  َوٱلشُّ  

َونُوُرهُمۡ  ٓٮَِٕك    أَۡجُرهُۡم  ـٰ أُْولَ تِنَآ  ـٰ بِـَٔايَ َوَڪذَّبُواْ  َكفَُرواْ  َوٱلَِّذيَن   

ُب ٱۡلَجِحيِم ) ـٰ ١٩أَۡصَح ) 
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 َوتَ  
أَنََّما ٱۡلَحيَٰوةُ ٱلدُّۡنيَا لَِعب ٍ۬ َولَۡهو ٍ۬ َوِزينَة ٍ۬ فَاُخُرُۢ بَۡينَكُۡم  ٱۡعلَُمٓواْ 

دِ  ـٰ َوٱۡۡلَۡولَ ٱۡۡلَۡمَوٲِل  فِى  ٱۡلكُفَّاَر    َوتََكاثُر ٍ۬  أَۡعَجَب  َغۡيث   َكَمثَِل   

ا نَبَاتُهُ  م ٍ۬ ـٰ ا ثُمَّ يَكُوُن ُحَط
 َوفِى ٱۡۡلَِخَرةِ     ۥ ثُمَّ يَِہيُج فَتََرٰٮهُ ُمۡصفَراٍ۬

ِ َوِرۡضَوٲن ٍ۬  َن ٱّلِلَّ  م ِ
 َوَما ٱۡلَحيَٰوةُ ٱلدُّۡنيَآ    َعذَاب ٍ۬ َشِديد ٍ۬ َوَمۡغِفَرة ٍ۬

ُع ٱۡلغُُروِر ) ـٰ ٢٠إَِلَّ َمتَ ب ِكُۡم َوَجنَّة    ( ن رَّ َسابِقُٓواْ إِلَٰى َمۡغِفَرة ٍ۬ م ِ

َءاَمنُواْ   ِللَِّذيَن  أُِعدَّۡت  َوٱۡۡلَۡرِض  ٱلسََّمآِء  َكعَۡرِض  َعۡرُضَہا 

ۦ  َوُرسُِلِه  ِ يُۡؤتِيهِ   بِٱّلِلَّ  ِ ٱّلِلَّ فَۡضُل  ذَٲِلَك  يََشآءُ     ذُو    َمن   ُ َوٱّلِلَّ  

٢١ٱۡلفَۡضِل ٱۡلعَِظيِم ) ) 

  

  

  

  

  

May Allah protect us from all shirk. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #14 

Introduction 

▪ The names of Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) 

give us balance. He’s the First to bring us the means and He’s the Last to 

show us the result of the means, and we’re in the middle of it. This is what 

gives us balance. In addition, Allah is Adh Dhahir – He’s so apparent.  

Surah Al Hadid 25: ( طِ  ِقسأ ِميَزاَن ِليَقُوَم ٱلنَّاُس بِٱلأ َب َوٱلأ ـٰ ِكتَ نَا َمعَُهُم ٱلأ ِت َوأَنَزلأ ـٰ بَي ِنَ نَا ُرسُلَنَا بِٱلأ َسلأ نَا  ۖ لَقَدأ أَرأ  َوأَنَزلأ

ِفُع لِ  ـٰ  َوَمنَ
س   َشِديد  

َحِديَد فِيِه بَأأ ُ َمن يَ ٱلأ لََم ٱَّللَّ ِب لنَّاِس َوِليَعأ غَيأ  ۚ نُصُرهُۥ  َوُرسُلَهُۥ  بِٱلأ
َ قَِوى  َعِزيز    Indeed We) ( إِنَّ ٱَّللَّ

have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, and revealed with them the 

Scripture and the Balance (justice) that mankind may keep up justice. And 
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We brought forth iron wherein is mighty power (in matters of war), as well as 

many benefits for mankind, that Allâh may test who it is that will help Him 

(His religion), and His Messengers in the unseen. Verily, Allâh is All-Strong, 

All-Mighty.) 

▪ Allah brings clear ayat. He sent down the Book and He sent down iron, 

both are means. The Book gives knowledge and iron gives physical 

strength. Both are types of strength.  

Name of Allah Adh Dhahir (الظاهر) 

Linguistic meaning: 

▪ The root word is ( ظهر) which means back. Our back supports us. When 

we have support then it helps us (المعاونة). The back is also thick and solid 

  .which is to be overcome (الغلبة ) It also means .(غلظ)

▪ The word ( ََظَهر) as a verb means to appear (بان), it also means (اتضح) which 

is to be made clear, (عال) which has to come up, and (ارتفع) which is to be 

raised.  

▪ Another meaning is ( غيب  which means unseen. Our back gives us (ظهر 

support but we can’t see it on our own. Allah is so clear and visible, He 

gives us support but we can’t see Him. He’s the One Who provides us 

and gives us.  

▪ There are things in life which are ( ظاهر) – apparent, such as the sun, moon, 

sky, our bodies, but the inside such as our veins are not apparent to us. 

There is information we know and there’s information which we don’t 

know until Allah wills it for us to know. There are some things which we’ll 



الرحيم  الرحمن  هللا بسم  
Al Awal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) 

 
 

          Page 71 

know the next day and some things which we will not know until the Day 

of Judgement.  

▪ Sometimes there are infections which have inside but we don’t know 

about it until we could be going to checked for something else. There 

are some things hidden to us and it’s a mercy for us, perhaps if we knew 

then we wouldn’t be able to handle it.   

▪ Sometimes we make decisions simply based on a person’s outer look. For 

example, when wanting to hire a helper, we might think ‘she looks kind’ 

and then when we actually see her, we find out what she’s really like. 

Sometimes we might not find out something about our husband until 

after 20 years. Allah is Adh Dhahir and He knows when is the right time 

we can handle the information. If things are concealed to us then this is 

good for us, if we go searching and trying to ‘open’ it then it might hurt 

us or is difficult for us to handle.  

What the scholars have said about the name of Allah Adh Dhahir: 

1. Al Dhahir is the One Who knows everything (الظاهر على كل شيء علما). There are 

no secrets hidden from Allah. Surah Al Hadid 3: ( بَاِطنُ  ِهُر َوٱلأ ـٰ َِخُر َوٱلظَّ ُل َوٱألأ َوَّ   ۖ هَُو ٱألأ

ٍء َعِليم    He is the First (nothing is before Him) and the Last (nothing) (َوهَُو بِكُل ِ َشىأ

is after Him), the Most High (nothing is above Him) and the Most Near 

(nothing is nearer than Him). And He is the All-Knower of every thing.). At 

the same time He’s Al Baatin, the One Who knows everything (  الظاهر على

علما شيء   He knows the fine mysteries which people are hiding. So .(كل 

what’s apparent and hidden is the same to Allah. Both are connected 

to knowledge; Allah knows what’s apparent and hidden in us; it’s all the 

same to Him.  
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2. Allah is Adh Dhahir, the One above all things so nothing can be higher 

than Him (العالي فوق كل شيء فال شيء اعلى منه). For example, the more a person 

goes up, the more he’ll see from below. In the work ladder, the higher a 

person’s position, the more he knows, and this is teaching us the more a 

person goes up, the more he needs to encompass knowledge. Imagine 

how low we are, we can’t see everything. Allah knows everything 

because He’s above everyone.  

3. Allah appears to the mind with evidence of His existence and His 

Oneness (ظهر للعقول ببراهين وجوده وأدلة وحدانيته). There are clear ayat because it’s 

clear this universe didn’t come by itself, look at the sun, moon, it didn’t 

appear on its own. Allah is Ar Rahman Ar Raheem, He’s the Most Merciful. 

Look at how a mother takes care of her child, and how the animals even 

care for one another. Allah’s apparent in His mercy. Allah makes the 

evidence clear, for example, shirk is intangible, but He gives us a 

similitude of taking a spider web as a home. He says the mushrik is like 

someone falling from the sky. We cannot have an image of Allah or His 

Hands in our mind; whatever He tells us is what’s apparent for us. Surah 

Al Jathiya 6: ( لُوَها َعلَ  ِ نَتأ ُت ٱَّللَّ ـٰ َك َءايَ َحق ِ تِلأ َك بِٱلأ ِمنُونَ ۖ يأ تِهِۦ يُؤأ ـٰ ِ َوَءايَ َد ٱَّللَّ  These are) ( فَبِأَى ِ َحِديِثِۭ بَعأ

the Ayât (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, revelations, etc.) of Allâh, 

which We recite to you with truth. Then in which speech after Allâh and 

His Ayât will they believe?). What other book or author after the Qur’an 

and Allah will they believe in? Subhan Allah. Allah is the All-Knower and 

only He can make things clear to us, even unseen matters. Allah made 

it so clear to us that He is One alone, tawheed and ( ه اال هللاال ال ) are clear. 

Allah doesn’t like shirk and He shows us how we ourselves dislike shirk. 

Notice how you’re doing things for your children and they don’t go to 
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you, but they go to someone else who’s not doing anything for them.  

This makes you feel bad and this is to show you how shirk is disliked. We 

love tawheed.  

May Allah protect us from all shirk. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #15 

Introduction 

▪ The name of Allah Adh Dhahir means there is nothing above Him. And 

He’s the One Who makes things apparent to us, even if it’s unseen or in 

the future.  

Surah Ar Room 27: ( هِ  َعلَيأ َوُن  أَهأ يُِعيُدهُۥ  َوهَُو  َق ثُمَّ  َخلأ ٱلأ َدُؤا   يَبأ ٱلَِّذى  َمثَُل  ۚ َوهَُو  ٱلأ َوٲِت  َولَهُ  ـٰ ٱلسََّم لَٰى فِى  َعأ ٱألأ

ِض  َرأ َحِكيمُ ۚ َوٱألأ عَِزيُز ٱلأ  And He it is Who originates the creation, then will repeat) ( َوهَُو ٱلأ

it (after it has been perished), and this is easier for Him. His is the highest 

description (i.e. none has the right to be worshipped but He, and there is 

nothing comparable unto Him) in the heavens and in the earth. And He is 

the All¬Mighty, the All¬Wise.) 

لَٰى ) ▪ َعأ َمثَُل ٱألأ  means no one is above Allah, all the best examples belong (َولَهُ ٱلأ

to Him. You might see people merciful, though Allah is The Most Merciful.  

▪ Allah will fulfill all of His Promises though most people don’t know, and 

those who don’t know are the ones who don’t believe. Surah Ar Room 

7: (  َ يَا َوهُمأ َعِن ٱألأ َحيَٰوِة ٱلدُّنأ َن ٱلأ ا م ِ ِهر   ـٰ لَُموَن َظ ِفلُونَ يَعأ ـٰ ِخَرِة هُمأ َغ ) (They know only the outside 

appearance of the life of the world (i.e. the matters of their livelihood, 

like irrigating or sowing or reaping, etc.), and they are heedless of the 

Hereafter) – some people might know everything about the duniya and 

all the technical parts of it, but a person shouldn’t be impressed with this. 
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We shouldn’t make the duniya ‘dhahir’, but we should make Allah Adh 

Dhahir. His Promise is more ‘dhahir’ than people’s promises. There are 

people who are ‘dhahir’ in our life. For a child, the mother might be his 

‘dhahir’ and then it becomes the teacher, then it becomes the friends. 

Anyone who’s ‘dhahir’ in your life, then you’re always talking about them 

or you’re always devoting yourselves to them. We see people jumping 

and going from one person to another, but there is no one more dhahir 

than Allah though we cannot see Him.  

▪ Allah has the best example in everything though we cannot see Him. 

Hadith: ( ِههِ  َرقَت  سُبَُحاُت َوج   His veil is) (  " َما ان تََهى إِلَي ِه بََصُرهُ ِمن  َخل ِقِه  ِحَجابُهُ النُّوُر  لَو  َكَشفَهُ ألَح 

the light. If he withdraws it (the veil), the splendour of His countenance 

would consume His creation so far as His sight reaches.) - Sahih Muslim 

179 – the Veil of Allah is light. He’s Al Dhahir, but He cannot expose His 

beauty to the people as a mercy for them. We would be unable to stand 

His beauty. So Allah made His names, attributes and ayat dhahir to us.  

▪ In the beginning of Surah Ar Room, Allah tells the believers something 

that will happen in the future; He made this apparent to them. He told 

them the Romans would be given victory the Persians, and this later 

happened. The believers are happy for Allah’s victory because He 

fulfilled His Promise. Though we can’t see Allah, He’s Dhahir with His 

Promises and His Ayat.  

▪ What makes someone to remember Allah? When Allah is Dhahir in his 

life.  

▪ Allah brings life from the dead and brings dead from life. We might see 

‘dead’ around us, but Allah will bring life. We might see an entire family 
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of disbelievers but Allah brings out a believer from them. We see a 

problem with no solution, but Allah brings out a solution.  

▪ If we leave ourselves without knowledge of Allah then we’ll just talk 

about the duniya. 

Name of Allah Adh Dhahir (الظاهر) 

What the scholars have said about the name of Allah Adh Dhahir: 

1. Al Dhahir is the One Who knows everything (الظاهر على كل شيء علما)  

2. Allah is Adh Dhahir, the One above all things so nothing can be higher 

than Him (العالي فوق كل شيء فال شيء اعلى منه) 

3. Allah appears to the mind with evidence of His existence and His 

Oneness (ظهر للعقول ببراهين وجوده وأدلة وحدانيته) 

4. Adh Dhahir is Al Baatin at the same time (خالف الباطن فاهلل ظاهر باطن): the more 

we think we get it and know about Allah, the more we realize we don’t 

know anything about Him, subhan Allah. There are those who go beyond 

and think about Allah Himself, His Hands, why do things happen? It’s 

important to not open the door to the shaitan about Allah Himself. Allah 

is Al Baatin and we cannot see Him. At the same time He’s Dhahir and 

Apparent with the evidences and His actions which lead to knowledge 

about Him. There are many actions of Allah which show it’s only Him. He’s 

so apparent with His signs, but at the same time He’s Baatin.  

5. Adh Dhahir is The Most Strong (القوي هو   Who’s the One Who can :(الظاهر 

make things apparent? The Most Strong. Anything that’s dhahir is 

overpowering and dominating. Allah is The Most Strong and Apparent in 

His ayat and proofs. Sometimes we are hard-headed and we refuse to 

change what we think, but Allah will show us through a decree that it’s 
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not what we think. No one can change our mind except Allah. For 

example we might think a group of people are so bad, but Allah shows 

us among them is someone who will help you. We should never 

challenge or put ourselves against Allah, astaghfar Allah. One person 

said, ‘if You exist, then make me die’ and he died, astaghfar Allah. This 

name is good for those Who are always asking about Allah Himself, and 

saying ‘why is it like this?’. And the more a person is challenging, the more 

the ayat will be so apparent, but the person needs to surrender to Allah. 

6. Adh Dhahir is The Most High above all by His ability (  الظاهر هو العالي فوق كل شيء

 no matter how much we plan, our plans change to show us Allah :(بقدرته

is Adh Dhahir. It’s not our plan or what we think is on the surface. Allah is 

above everyone’s plans and thoughts. So what are we supposed to do? 

Surrender. Allah overpowers everything, only He is able to change the 

plans of the people.  

Allah Adh Dhahir (هللا الظاهر) 

▪ In Himself (بذاته): Allah is Adh Dhahir Himself. 

o The Most High ( العالي): Allah is The Most High, He is above the seven 

heavens, He rose over the Throne in a manner that suits His 

majesty. He is The Most High in all of His names and attributes. No 

one can be higher than Allah and no one is more apparent than 

Him. We might see someone merciful, but Allah’s mercy is more 

apparent and higher. We might see compassion and love, but 

it’s not the top, Allah’s compassion and love are higher. When 

we see knowledge, we have to know Allah is the top in 
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knowledge. Surah Yusuf 76: ( َق ُڪل ِ   ٍم َعِليم   َوفَوأ ِذى ِعلأ ) (but over all those 

endowed with knowledge is the All-Knowing (Allâh)) 

▪ Makes everything apparent (لكل شيء  ,Because Allah is Adh Dhahir :(مظهر 

He makes things apparent. Allah is The Most Generous, so He is generous 

to others, He is The Most Loving and He shows love.  

▪ When something is clear then it’s because Allah made it clear, and when 

something is unclear it means now is not the time to make it clear. So 

what should we do? Surrender.  

May Allah make us among those who surrender and submit to Him. 

Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #16 

Introduction 

▪ We can be talking about Allah Adh Dhahir, but nothing can make us 

understand this name better than the Words of Allah – the Qur’an.  

▪ In Surah As Saff, we can take it as an example to understand Allah Adh 

Dhahir. It is one of the mussabihaat – surahs which begin with tasbeeh. 

And in Surah As Saff, the derivatives of the word ( ظهر) appear twice, 

considering this is a surah with 14 ayat, so this is significant.  

▪ Recall the names of Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin are 

mentioned in Surah Al Hadid and the surahs mentioned after it tell us 

more about these names. Surah As Saff is a surah that comes after Surah 

Al Hadid.  

▪ The derivatives of the word ( ظهر) are mentioned in the following ayat: 
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Surah As Saff 9: ( ِهَرهُۥ  َعلَى ِ ِليُظأ َحق 
ُهَدٰى َوِديِن ٱلأ َسَل َرسُولَهُۥ  بِٱلأ ِركُونَ   هَُو ٱلَِّذىٰٓ أَرأ ُمشأ يِن كُل ِهِۦ َولَوأ َكِرهَ ٱلأ ٱلد ِ ) 

(He it is Who has sent His Messenger (Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) with guidance and 

the religion of truth (Islâmic Monotheism) to make it victorious over all 

(other) religions even though the Mushrikûn (polytheists, pagans, idolaters, 

and disbelievers in the Oneness of Allâh and in His Messenger Muhammed 

 (hate (it) (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

Surah As Saff 14: ( نَا ٱلَِّذيَن َءاَمنُو ِهِرينَ فَأَيَّدأ ـٰ بَُحوا  َظ ِهمأ فَأَصأ ِ ا  َعلَٰى َعُدو  ) (So We gave power to 

those who believed against their enemies, and they became the victorious 

(uppermost).)   

▪ When we follow the commands of Allah then it will make us 

dhahir/apparent. We might be apparent physically, but not everyone is 

clear. The hypocrites are not clear, showing something and hiding 

something else.  

▪ Allah is Adh Dhahir and He will make someone dhahir and distinct from 

the enemies. The hypocrites think they are together with the believers, 

even on the Day of Judgement, but they’re only deceiving themselves. 

When Allah unveils His Shin and commands to sujood on the Day of 

Judgement, the believers will be able to but not the hypocrites and they 

think they can get away with it because no one saw them. They will 

continue to pass until they reach the Sirat and light is given to them, then 

their light will be switched off and a wall will come down separating 

them. Surah Al Hadid 13: ( ُت ِللَِّذيَن ءَ  ـٰ ِفقَ ـٰ ُمنَ ِفقُوَن َوٱلأ ـٰ ُمنَ َم يَقُوُل ٱلأ تَبِسأ ِمن نُّوِركُمأ  يَوأ اَمنُوا  ٱنظُُرونَا نَقأ

ِجعُوا  َوَرآَٰءكُ ٱرأ قِبَِلهِ قِيَل  ِهُرهُۥ  ِمن  ـٰ َمةُ َوَظ حأ فِيِه ٱلرَّ بَاِطنُهُۥ   بَاُبۢ  نَہُم بِسُوٍر  لَّهُۥ   بَيأ ا فَُضِرَب  تَِمسُوا  نُور   عَذَابُ مأ فَٱلأ ٱلأ  ) 

(On the Day when the hypocrites men and women will say to the 

believers: "Wait for us! Let us get something from your light!" It will be said: 
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"Go back to your rear! Then seek a light!" So a wall will be put up between 

them, with a gate therein. Inside it will be mercy, and outside it will be 

torment.") 

Surah As Saff 5: ( ُڪمأ  ِ إِلَيأ لَُموَن أَن ِى َرسُوُل ٱَّللَّ ذُونَنِى َوقَد تَّعأ ِم ِلَم تُؤأ قَوأ ـٰ ِمهِۦ يَ  قَاَل ُموَسٰى ِلقَوأ
ا  أََزاَغ  ۖ َوإِذأ ا َزاغُوٰٓ  فَلَمَّ

ُ قُلُوبَُهمأ  ِسِقينَ ۚ ٱَّللَّ ـٰ فَ َم ٱلأ قَوأ ِدى ٱلأ ُ اَل يَہأ  And (remember) when Mûsa (Moses) said to his) ( َوٱَّللَّ

people: "O my people! Why do you annoy me while you know certainly 

that I am the Messenger of Allâh to you? So when they turned away (from 

the Path of Allâh), Allâh turned their hearts away (from the Right Path). And 

Allâh guides not the people who are Fâsiqûn (the rebellious, the 

disobedient to Allâh)) 

▪ We need to believe in the messengers, but we need to be good to them 

and not harm them. A person can’t believe in the messengers and is then 

mean to them. Surah As Saff is telling us about our appearance. Allah 

says to be in rows, someone might say ‘why, belief is in the heart?’. A 

person has to take care of his inside and outside. For example, a person 

can’t be mean to someone outside, but says ‘I like you in my heart’. Or 

someone wears torn clothing and is asked, ‘do you have money?’. He 

says, ‘yes, but richness is in the heart’, subhan Allah.  

Surah As Saff 6: ( َن يَ  ا ل َِما بَيأ
ق   َصد ِ كُم مُّ ِ إِلَيأ َرٲِٰٓءيَل إِن ِى َرسُوُل ٱَّللَّ بَنِىٰٓ إِسأ ـٰ يََم يَ ُن َمرأ اَل ِعيَسى ٱبأ

َرٰٮِة  َوإِذأ قَ َدىَّ ِمَن ٱلتَّوأ

َمدُ  ُمهُۥ ۤ أَحأ ِدى ٱسأ تِى ِمۢن بَعأ ا بَِرسُوٍل  يَأأ َرۢ  لَ  فَ ۖ َوُمبَش ِ
بِين    مُّ

ر   ذَا ِسحأ ـٰ ِت قَالُوا  َه ـٰ بَي ِنَ ا َجآَٰءهُم بِٱلأ مَّ ) (And (remember) 

when 'Īsā (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary), said: "O Children of Israel! I am 

the Messenger of Allâh unto you confirming the Taurât [(Torah) which came] 

before me, and giving glad tidings of a Messenger to come after me, whose 

name shall be Ahmed . But when he (Ahmed i.e. Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) came to 

them with clear proofs, they said: "This is plain magic) 
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▪ Magic is something hidden but the truth is clear.  

Surah As Saff 7: ( مِ  ـٰ لَ سأ ِ َعٰىٰٓ إِلَى ٱْلأ َكِذَب َوهَُو يُدأ ِ ٱلأ تََرٰى َعلَى ٱَّللَّ
ِن ٱفأ لَُم ِممَّ ِلِمينَ ۚ َوَمنأ أَظأ ـٰ َم ٱلظَّ قَوأ ِدى ٱلأ ُ اَل يَہأ  ( َوٱَّللَّ

(And who does more wrong than the one who invents a lie against Allâh, 

while he is being invited to Islâm? And Allâh guides not the people who are 

Zâlimûn (polytheists, wrong-doers and disbelievers) folk) 

Surah As Saff 8: ( َوٲِهِهمأ وَ  ِ بِأَفأ ِفـُٔوا  نُوَر ٱَّللَّ
ِفُرونَ يُِريُدوَن ِليُطأ ـٰ َك ُ ُمتِمُّ نُوِرهِۦ َولَوأ َڪِرهَ ٱلأ ٱَّللَّ ) (They intend 

to put out the Light of Allâh (i.e. the Religion of Islâm, this Qur'ân, and the 

Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) with their mouths. But Allâh will bring His Light to 

perfection even though the disbelievers hate (it).) 

▪ Even if people try to put off the light of Islam, Allah will keep it lit, it will 

remain apparent.  

Surah As Saff 9-13:  

Ayah 9 – ( ُهَدٰى وَ  َسَل َرسُولَهُۥ  بِٱلأ ِركُونَ هَُو ٱلَِّذىٰٓ أَرأ ُمشأ يِن كُل ِهِۦ َولَوأ َكِرهَ ٱلأ ِهَرهُۥ  َعلَى ٱلد ِ ِ ِليُظأ َحق 
ِديِن ٱلأ ) (He it is 

Who has sent His Messenger (Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) with guidance and the 

religion of truth (Islâmic Monotheism) to make it victorious over all (other) 

religions even though the Mushrikûn (polytheists, pagans, idolaters, and 

disbelievers in the Oneness of Allâh and in His Messenger Muhammed ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 

hate (it)) 

Ayah 10 – ( نأ  َرٍة  تُنِجيكُم م ِ ـٰ ٰٓأَيَُّہا ٱلَِّذيَن َءاَمنُوا  َهلأ أَُدلُّكُمأ َعلَٰى تَِج ـٰ َعذَاٍب أَِليٍم    يَ ) (O You who believe! 

Shall I guide you to a trade that will save you from a painful torment?) 

Ayah 11 – ( َوٲِلكُمأ َوأَنفُِسكُمأ  بِأَمأ  ِ ِهُدوَن فِى َسبِيِل ٱَّللَّ ـٰ ِ َوَرسُوِلهِۦ َوتَُج ِمنُوَن بِٱَّللَّ ر   لَّكُمأ إِن  ۚ تُؤأ لَُمونَ  ذَٲِلكُمأ َخيأ كُنتُمأ تَعأ ) 

(That you believe in Allâh and His Messenger (Muhammad  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), and that you 
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strive hard and fight in the Cause of Allâh with your wealth and your lives, 

that will be better for you, if you but know!) 

Ayah 12 – ( ِفرأ لَكُمأ ذُنُوبَكُمأ   ٍن  يَغأ ِت َعدأ ـٰ  فِى َجنَّ
ِكَن َطي ِبَة   ـٰ ُر َوَمَس ـٰ َہ َنأ تَِہا ٱألأ ِرى ِمن تَحأ ٍت  تَجأ ـٰ كُمأ َجنَّ ِخلأ ُز  ۚ َويُدأ فَوأ  ذَٲِلَك ٱلأ

عَِظيمُ   He will forgive you your sins, and admit you into (If you do so)) (ٱلأ

Gardens under which rivers flow, and pleasant dwellings in Adn (Edn) 

Paradise; that is indeed the great success) 

Ayah 13 – ( تُِحبُّونََہا َرٰى   قَِريب   ۖ َوأُخأ
ح   َوفَتأ  ِ ٱَّللَّ َن  م ِ ر    نَصأ ِمنِينَ ۗ   ُمؤأ ٱلأ ِر  َوبَش ِ  ) (And also (He will give 

you) another (blessing) which you love, help from Allâh (against your 

enemies) and a near victory. And give glad tidings (O Muhammad  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) to 

the believers) 

▪ Who wants to be shown a winning business? Believe in Allah and His 

Messenger ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), this is inside. And struggle with your money and life for His 

sake, this is apparent. He will forgive your sins and make you enter 

paradise.  

Surah As Saff 14: ( َن َمنأ أَنصَ  ـۧ َحَواِري ِ يََم ِللأ ُن َمرأ ِ َكَما قَاَل ِعيَسى ٱبأ ا  أَنَصاَر ٱَّللَّ ٰٓأَيَُّہا ٱلَِّذيَن َءاَمنُوا  كُونُوٰٓ ـٰ اِرىٰٓ إِلَى  يَ

 ِ ِ  قَاَل  ۖ ٱَّللَّ ُن أَنَصاُر ٱَّللَّ َحَواِريُّوَن نَحأ َرٲٰٓ ۖ ٱلأ ۢن بَنِىٰٓ إِسأ  م ِ
 ءِ  فَـَٴاَمنَت طَّآٰٮِٕفَة  

ِهمأ ۖ يَل َوَكفََرت طَّآٰٮِٕفَة   ِ نَا ٱلَِّذيَن َءاَمنُوا  َعلَٰى َعُدو   فَأَيَّدأ

ِهِرينَ  ـٰ بَُحوا  َظ  O you who believe! Be you helpers (in the Cause) of Allâh as) (فَأَصأ

said 'Īsā (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary), to the Hawârîyyun (the disciples) : 

"Who are my helpers (in the Cause) of Allâh?" The Hawârîyyun (the 

disciples) said: "We are Allâh's helpers" (i.e. we will strive in His Cause!). Then 

a group of the Children of Israel believed and a group disbelieved. So We 

gave power to those who believed against their enemies, and they 

became the victorious (uppermost).) 
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▪ Allah gives support to the believers so they become apparent and 

distinct from all the enemies.  

May Allah make us clear inside and out. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #17 

Introduction 

▪ Any deed we do for the sake of Allah that is beyond the obligations 

might begin big but then it ends little, subhan Allah. Look at the example 

in Surah Al Baqarah between Talut and Jalut, those who said they 

wanted to struggle for the sake of Allah got tested to see who is truthful 

and sincere, why? Because Allah chooses who will struggle for His sake 

and who will not. Those who passed the test, what did they believe? 

Surah Al Baqarah 249: ( ِ قُوا  ٱَّللَّ ـٰ لَ  But those who knew with) (قَاَل ٱلَِّذيَن يَظُنُّوَن أَنَُّهم مُّ

certainty that they were to meet their Lord,) – they are certain of the 

hereafter.  

▪ Allah does not want us to remain in one level – either we will be 

upgraded or downgraded through the tests. Going to paradise is 

extremely precious, it’s expensive, it doesn’t come cheap. A person has 

to get tested if he wants to see the Face of Allah, we ask Him of His favor. 

Ameen.  

Allah Adh Dhahir (هللا الظاهر) 

▪ In Himself (بذاته): Allah is Adh Dhahir Himself. 

▪ Makes everything apparent (لكل شيء  ,Because Allah is Adh Dhahir :(مظهر 

He makes things apparent. We don’t know the unseen, no matter how 

much we see. It’s important to believe in Allah and His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). 
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Surah Al Imran 179: ( ِه َحتَّٰى  ِمنِيَن َعلَٰى َمآٰ أَنتُمأ َعلَيأ ُمؤأ ِليَذََر ٱلأ  ُ ا َكاَن ٱَّللَّ َخبِيَث ِمَن ٱلطَّي ِِب   مَّ  َوَما  ۗ يَِميَز ٱلأ

تَبِى   َ يَجأ ِكنَّ ٱَّللَّ ـٰ ِب َولَ غَيأ ِلعَكُمأ َعلَى ٱلأ ُ ِليُطأ سُِلهِۦ َمن يََشآٰءُ َكاَن ٱَّللَّ ِ َوُرسُِلهۦِ ۖ ِمن رُّ ر  ۚ  فَـَٴاِمنُوا  بِٱَّللَّ ِمنُوا  َوتَتَّقُوا  فَلَكُمأ أَجأ  َوإِن تُؤأ

 ,Allâh will not leave the believers in the state in which you are now) (َعِظيم   

until He distinguishes the wicked from the good. Nor will Allâh disclose to 

you the secrets of the Ghaib (unseen), but Allâh chooses of His 

Messengers whom He wills. So believe in Allâh and His Messengers. And 

if you believe and fear Allâh, then for you there is a great reward) 

▪ Surah Al Mujadila 2: ( تِِهمأ  ـٰ َه ا هُنَّ أُمَّ ن ن َِسآٰٮِِٕهم مَّ ِهُروَن ِمنكُم م ِ ـٰ نَُهمأ ۖ ٱلَِّذيَن يَُظ ٰٓـ ِى َولَدأ ـٰ تُُهمأ إاِلَّ ٱلَّ ـٰ َه  ۚ  إِنأ أُمَّ

لَيَقُ  اَوإِنَّہُمأ  َوُزور   ِل  قَوأ ٱلأ َن  م ِ ا  ُمنَڪر   لَعَفُو  َغفُور   ۚ ولُوَن   َ َوإِنَّ ٱَّللَّ  ) (Those among you who make 

their wives unlawful to them by (Zihâr) (i.e. by saying to them "You are 

like my mother's back.") they cannot be their mothers. None can be their 

mothers except those who gave them birth. And verily, they utter an ill 

word and a lie. And verily, Allâh is Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving) – 

‘Dhihaar’ means the husband is still married to his wife but he’s not going 

to here. So she looks like a wife from outside but not inside.  

▪ Surah At Tahreem 3: ( فَ  ِه َعرَّ ُ َعلَيأ َهَرهُ ٱَّللَّ ا نَبَّأَتأ بِهِۦ َوأَظأ ا فَلَمَّ
َوٲِجهِۦ َحِديث   ِض أَزأ  أََسرَّ ٱلنَّبِىُّ إِلَٰى بَعأ

 َوإِذأ

ٍض   َرَض َعۢن بَعأ َضهُۥ  َوأَعأ ا نَبَّأََها بِهۦِ ۖ بَعأ ذَاقَالَتأ َمنأ أَۢنبَأََك     فَلَمَّ ـٰ َخبِيرُ ۖ َه عَِليُم ٱلأ  And (remember)) ( قَاَل نَبَّأَنَِى ٱلأ

when the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) disclosed a matter in confidence to one of his 

wives (Hafsah), then she told it (to another i.e. 'Aishah), and Allâh made 

it known to him, he informed part thereof and left a part. Then when he 

told her (Hafsah) thereof, she said: "Who told you this?" He said: "The All-

Knower, the All-Aware (Allâh) has told me") – the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said 

something in secret to Hafsa (عنه  and she disclosed it to Aisha (رضي هللا 

 .knew (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) which then became known to all. Even the Prophet (رضي هللا عنه)

This teaches us that when a secret is shared between two, Allah is able 
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to disclose it apparently. Out of the Prophet’s manners, even though all 

was exposed to him, he didn’t expose everything because it could be 

very embarrassing. Imagine if this happened to the wives of the Prophet 

 so what about anyone else? This can happen to anyone. May Allah ,(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

protect us and guide us. Ameen.  

▪ There are people who even blackmail others because of the secrets they 

know, astaghfar Allah. This is a very bad quality.  

▪ When the Prophet ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) informed Hafsa (عنه  ,of what happened (رضي هللا 

she asked ‘who told you?’. He said, ‘Al ‘Aleem Al Khabeer’. This shows 

Allah is able to bring the means to expose two people who are talking 

bad of another person. Allah will bring that information to the very one 

they’re talking badly about.  

▪ Surah At Tahreem 4: ( ِ فَقَدأ َصغَتأ قُلُوبُكَُما  ِريُل  ۖ إِن تَتُوبَآٰ إِلَى ٱَّللَّ لَٰٮهُ َوِجبأ َ هَُو َموأ ِه فَِإنَّ ٱَّللَّ َهَرا َعلَيأ ـٰ  َوإِن تََظ

ِمنِينَ  ُمؤأ ِلُح ٱلأ ـٰ َد ذَٲِلَك َظِهير  ۖ َوَص ٰٓٮَِٕڪةُ بَعأ ـٰ َملَ  Aishah' ,ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص If you two (wives of the Prophet) ( َوٱلأ

and Hafsah radhiallahu'anhu) turn in repentance to Allâh, (it will be 

better for you), your hearts are indeed so inclined (to oppose what the 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  likes); but if you help one another against him (Muhammad 

 then verily, Allâh is his Maula (Lord, or Master, or Protector), and Jibril ,(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

(Gabriel), and the righteous among the believers, and furthermore, the 

angels are his helpers.) – even though Hafsa (رضي هللا عنه) and Aisha (  رضي

عنه  but it’s as if they’re against him by ,(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ) both love the Prophet (هللا 

disclosing his secrets, subhan Allah. Even the secret was a fact, that the 

Prophet ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) made Maariyah haram on himself. This means even if a 

person shares a secret of another, even if it is a fact, then it’s as if he’s 
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gone against the one he’s disclosing the secret about, even if he loves 

him. Here we see the name of Allah Adh Dhahir, He is the Dominator and 

above everyone and The Most Victorious. He has control and power 

over everything and is able to bring about something which no one can 

have control over.  

▪ Allah will be the Guardian of the Prophet ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), Jibreel, the righteous of the 

believers, and all the angels will be ( َظِهير) – they will be support from the 

back. Allah Adh Dhahir will give support from the back as well, subhan 

Allah. When the believer is with Allah Adh Dhahir, Allah will give angels 

to be as support, subhan Allah. The name of Allah Adh Dhahir gives 

someone hope, fear and love.   

May Allah purify us and forgive us. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #18 

Introduction 

 ِ ٍء، فَاِلَق الأَحب  ِش الأعَِظيِم، َربَّنَا َوَربَّ كُل ِ َشيأ ِض َوَربَّ الأعَرأ َرأ َراِة اللُهمَّ َربَّ السََّماَواِت َوَربَّ األأ َوالنََّوى، َوُمنأِزَل التَّوأ

نأِجيِل  ِ قَاِن، أَعُوذُ بَِك ِمنأ َشر ِ كُل ِ َشيأ َواْلأ ِخُر َوالأفُرأ ٌء، َوأَنأَت اآلأ ُل فَلَيأَس قَبألََك َشيأ َوَّ ٍء أَنأَت آِخذٌ بِنَاِصيَتِِه، اللُهمَّ أَنأَت األأ

ٌء، َوأَنأَت الأبَاِطُن فَلَيأَس ُدو قََك َشيأ ٌء، َوأَنأَت الظَّاِهُر فَلَيأَس فَوأ نِنَا ِمَن  فَلَيأَس بَعأَدَك َشيأ ٌء، اقأِض َعنَّا الدَّيأَن، َوأَغأ نََك َشيأ

 الأفَقأرِ 

Allaahumma rabbas-samaawaati, wa rabb-al-‛arshil-‛aẓeemi, rabbanaa 

wa rabba kulli shay’in, faaliq-al-ḥabbi wan-nawaa, wa munazzilat-

tawraati wal-injeeli wal-furqaani, a‛oodhu bika min sharri kulli shay’in anta 

aakhidhun bi naaṣiyatih. Allaahumma antal-awwalu fa laysa qablaka 

shay’un, wa antal-aakhiru fa laysa ba‛daka shay’un, wa antaẓ-ẓaahiru fa 
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laysa fawqaka shay’un, wa antal-baaṭinu fa laysa doonaka shay’un, iqḍi 

‛annid-dayna wa aghni mi-nal-faqr 

O Allah, Lord of the heavens, Lord of the earth and Lord of the exalted 

throne, our Lord and the Lord of all things, Splitter of the seed and the 

date stone, Revealer of the Torah, the Injeel and the Furqan, I seek 

refuge with You from the evil of all things You seize by the forelock (i.e. 

You have total mastery over). O Allah, You are The First so there is 

nothing before You and You are The Last so there is nothing after You. 

You are The Most Apparent so there is nothing above You and You are 

The Most Hidden so there is nothing closer than You, settle my debt for 

me and spare me from poverty. 

(At Tirmidhi 3481) 

 

▪ In this supplication, you’re asking by the Roobubiyah of Allah, by the 

actions of Allah. He is (فالق الحب والنوى) – The Opener of the Seeds. And He 

has brought down the Tawrat, Injeel and Al Furqan – the divine books. 

What is the meaning of furqan? Distinguish between the truth and 

falsehood. Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin is sending down 

the criteria so that we can be protected. Then you’re seeking refuge with 

Allah because you need to protection. Allah is Al Awwal to bring the 

means and He’s Al Akhir to give the results, and He’s Adh Dhahir so He 

sees everything from above and He’s Al Baatin, we don’t know how He 

will bring the solutions to us. Then we ask Him to clear all of our debts and 

any rights which we owe others.  

▪ When we learn the names of Allah then He will surely show us. We are 

specifically learning the name of Allah Adh Dhahir and He will surely 
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show us things we didn’t know, He has made things apparent to us. There 

are things which we thought we were doing was right, but Allah Adh 

Dhahir has showed us gently that it’s not the case. The more a person is 

in a higher position, the more Allah will show him because he’s in a 

position to take action. For example a mother will see things which her 

children will not see because she has to take action. And it’s important 

for us to follow the rules and obey.  

▪ Allah Adh Dhahir sees everything and is above everything so we accept 

His commands.   

Allah Adh Dhahir (هللا الظاهر) 

He is The Most High above everything (العالي فوق كل شيء): He is (العلي األعلى المتعال). 

Allah is: 

▪ High Himself ( الذات  Allah is above the seven heavens. The heavens :(علو 

and earth compared to the Kursi – Footstool is like a ring in the barren 

desert. And the Kursi compared to the Throne of Allah is like a ring in a 

barren desert. So how great and high is the One Who rose over the 

Throne? Subhan Allah. In life, when a person stands in a higher place, it 

becomes harder for him to hear. Though Allah doesn’t need anyone to 

bring news to Him, and He doesn’t need anyone to bring His word down, 

but He gave honor to the angels and messengers to deliver His word. 

Allah goes between us and our self. When we change, He changes. He 

can easily replace us if we don’t listen though He is the Most Rich. The 

perfection of Allah is beyond our mind so we should just believe.  

▪ High in Position and Status (علو القدر والشأن): Allah does need stairs to go up 

or a Throne. People need someone to bring them up and make them 
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apparent. For example, someone who has a talent and is not known by 

others needs someone to ‘market’ him. Allah is The Most High in status 

because He’s perfect in attributes. For example, someone might have 

position and is well-known in his hometown, but if he travels abroad he’s 

not known by anyone. He has value in a certain place but no value in 

other places. We might have no ‘value’ at home but when we go to the 

center we have ‘value’, subhan Allah. Allah is the One Who puts value 

for things. Our value constantly changes but Allah never changes. 

Sometimes a person has value in your heart and then someone tells you 

something bad about him so you don’t have the same value for him. No 

matter how much ‘value’ a person has, he’s nothing compared to Allah. 

Imagine how many disobey Allah, yet this doesn’t affect Him. No one is 

more patient than Allah from the harm He hears; He is As Samad. 

Imagine people disobey Allah and still He disposes their affairs. For 

example at home, if someone hurts us, we say, ‘I won’t cook for you 

today’. The name of Allah Adh Dhahir makes things clear to us and 

makes us know ourselves. If we have position and we don’t want to be 

take down then Allah is Adh Dhahir, He will show the truth. 

▪ High in Overcoming and Dominating all (علو الغلبة والقهر): Allah dominates 

everyone because He’s perfect. ‘I want, you want, but only what Allah 

wants will happen’. Surah Al Imran 26: ( َُك َمن تََشآُٰء َوتَنِزع ُملأ تِى ٱلأ ِك تُؤأ ُملأ ِلَك ٱلأ ـٰ قُِل ٱللَُّهمَّ َم

َوتُِذلُّ   تََشآُٰء  َمن  َوتُِعزُّ  تََشآُٰء  ن  ِممَّ َك  ُملأ رُ ۖ تََشآٰءُ   َمنٱلأ َخيأ ٱلأ بِيَِدَك  قَِدير   ۖ   ٍء   َشىأ كُل ِ  َعلَٰى  إِنََّك   ) (Say (O 

Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص): "O Allâh! Possessor of the kingdom, You give the 

kingdom to whom You will, and You take the kingdom from whom You 

will, and You endue with honour whom You will, and You humiliate whom 
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You will. In Your Hand[] is the good. Verily, You are Able to do all things). 

If everyone wants to benefit a person and Allah didn’t will it then no one 

can benefit him and if everyone is trying to harm a person and Allah 

didn’t will it then no one can harm him, so attach to Allah. No matter 

how much we’re trying to resist and avoid something and fight it, in the 

end we’ll submit. Anything He decides then we need to submit because 

He’s perfect. We need to accept His decree.  

May Allah make us submit to Him. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #19 

Introduction 

▪ Allah is Adh Dhahir, He’s above everyone and no one is above Him. Allah 

(swt) is Ar Rabb and His nurturing is the best because He’s looking at us 

from above. Allah (swt) is the Provider and He knows what’s good for us 

today and what’s good for us tomorrow. The One Who’s placing the 

boundaries and rules is Allah (swt) and it’s the best because He’s Adh 

Dhahir.  

▪ When Allah (swt) commands us to anything, we should say 

‘alhamdulilah’ because His decrees are the best.  

▪ Allah (swt) is Adh Dhahir and from the impacts of this name is He will 

make the ayat clear by proof or evidence. In Surah Al Baqarah, one man 

wasn’t sure of being brought back to life so Allah (swt) caused him to die 

and was brought back to life; he knew Allah (swt) is able to do all things. 

As for Ibrahim (عليه السالم), he has no doubt Allah (swt) is able to bring the 

dead back to life, but Ibrahim’s level is different from the other man, so 
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his nurturing was different. He cut the birds and Allah (swt) showed him 

being brought to life again. He was told by Allah (swt) to know He’s Al 

Aziz Al Hakeem.  

▪ If a person doesn’t accept the ayat, then even greater ayat will be 

shown. For example, Yusuf (عليه السالم) was innocent and the shirt was proof 

of his innocence. The ladies spoke of the wife of the aziz and Yusuf’s 

innocence was further proven when the ladies cut their hands. The wife 

of the aziz ripped his shirt, but the ladies cut their hands and this is greater, 

so she confessed to them and this further proves Yusuf’s innocence; Allah 

(swt) is Adh Dhahir. Then they placed Yusuf (السالم  in jail, and they (عليه 

wanted to suppress his innocence, but Allah (swt) is Adh Dhahir, and his 

innocence became even more apparent. When in jail, the ladies 

confessed he’s done no wrong and the wife of the aziz confessed she is 

the one who seduced him in front of all. This is from the impacts of Allah 

Adh Dhahir.  

▪ No matter how much a person tries to ‘suppress’ an ayah, more ayat will 

be unveiled and become more apparent and visible. The more a person 

tries to close off the truth, the more visible and apparent it will be.  

▪ Whatever a person claims then Allah (swt) will put him in situation to show 

‘are you truthful in what you’re claiming?’. If you claim, even in your 

mind, ‘that you’re patient’, then you will be tested. For example, you see 

a mother shouting at her children, and in your mind you say, ‘I would be 

patient, I wouldn’t scream at them’. This is a claim you’ve made, and 

Allah (swt) is Adh Dhahir and He will show you proof of your claim. Allah 

(swt) puts you in a situation, for example you picked up your children 

from school and you need to pray along the way. So you stop at a masjid 
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and your children are with you. Among all the children they’re the ones 

making noise and you shout at them. Surah Al ‘Ankaboot 2: (  أََحِسَب ٱلنَّاُس أَن

تَنُو يُفأ اَل  َوهُمأ  َءاَمنَّا  ا   يَقُولُوٰٓ أَن  ا   َركُوٰٓ نَ يُتأ ) (Do people think that they will be left alone 

because they say: "We believe," and will not be tested) 

▪ How many times do we claim we love someone for the sake of Allah 

(swt), then the test comes.  

ُ َعن هُ قَاَل: قَالَ  ُ َعلَي ِه َوَسلَّمَ  َعن  أَبِي هَُري َرةَ َرِضَي َّللاَّ ِ َصلَّى َّللاَّ  : َرسُوُل َّللاَّ

َم أُِظلُُّهم  فِي " َم ال ِقيَاَمِة: أَي َن ال ُمتََحابُّوَن بَجَلِلي؟ ال يَو  َ تَبَاَرَك َوتَعَالَى يَقُوُل يَو  َم اَل ِظلَّ إاِلَّ ِظل ِي إِنَّ َّللاَّ  "ِظل ِي يَو 

 رواه البخاري )وكذلك مالك( 

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), who 

said that the Messenger of Allah ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: 

Allah will say on the Day of Resurrection: Where are those who love one 

another through My glory? Today I shall give them shade in My shade, it 

being a day when there is no shade but My shade. It was related by al-

Bukhari (also by Malik). 

▪ On the Day of Judgement, Allah will say, ‘where are those who love one 

another by My majesty and highness?’, subhan Allah. This means those 

who love each other, it doesn’t not distract them from the majesty and 

greatness of Allah; Allah is above all.  

▪ Then Allah says to those who loved each other for His majesty, ‘I will 

shade them under My shade when there will be no shade’. It is a great 

honor to be under the Throne of Allah. Anything that’s high in reward is 

not easy to attain.  
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▪ They will have the love of Allah, messengers will envy them, they will be 

on platform of pearls and light, their faces are bright, they are awliya 

Allah, and they will have no fear or sadness.  

▪ It’s easy to say ‘I love you for Allah’ but saying this is a worship and a 

person will be tested.  

▪ What does it mean to love for Allah? To love for Allah is among the 

greatest deeds because it’s a worship.  

Who to choose to love and befriend for Allah? 

1. Someone at the same level of understanding/thinking (عاقال): if there’s a 

gap between two people’s understanding then it’s difficult to befriend 

and there will always be clashes. The one who’s reasonable is the one 

who understands matters as they are. Keep in mind the one who’s 

reasonable is the one whose intellect is below the Qur’an and Sunnah. 

Not someone who uses their mind to judge above Allah’s commands. 

When two people of understanding speak to each other, they 

understand one another. There are those who are on the ‘same page’, 

those on the same book, and there are those in two totally different 

books. And there are those who are on the same line, speaking the same 

word. What they think and feel is the same as what the other thinks and 

feels. These are rare to find. May Allah grant us true love for His sake. 

Ameen.  

2. Good character (الخلق  someone might be at the same level of :(حسن 

understanding but he could be misbehaving, following his desires, 

disrespectful, etc. This is not someone to befriend.  
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3. Not rebellious (غير فاسق): hadith: (  ِ الَ تَُصاِحب    "   صلى هللا عليه وسلم يَقُوُل  أَنَّهُ َسِمَع َرسُوَل َّللاَّ

ِمن ا َوالَ يَأ كُل  َطعَاَمَك إاِلَّ تَِقي    Abu Sa'eed narrated that the Messenger of Allah) (إاِلَّ ُمؤ 

 said: "Do not accompany except a believer, and do not serve your (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

food except to one with Taqwa.") - Jami` at-Tirmidhi 2395 

4. Not innovator in the deen (المبتدع): shouldn’t be someone who’s doing 

bida’a.  

5. Not insisting on the duniya (الدنيا على   don’t accompany someone :(حريص 

who’s greedy and behind the duniya. His companionship will be 

poisonous.  

One of the righteous predecessors said, ‘when there’s a tear in my clothing, 

then I will patch it with up with the same material and color’, and this is how 

friends are. If he doesn’t patch it with similar material then the garment will 

not be nice.  

Another said, ‘accompany someone whom you will learn the deen from 

and accompany someone you’re teaching’.  

Another said, ‘true friends do not get bored when near and they will not 

forget one another when far. When you come close to him, he will come 

close to you, and when he goes far away from you then you will guard him. 

And the love of his actions is greater than the love of his words’.  

Once Sheikh Al Albani asked his students, ‘give me evidence that you love 

someone purely for Allah’. One student said, ‘to love for others what you 

love for yourself’. Sheikh Al Albani said this is the impact of loving. Then one 

student said, Surah Al ‘Asr, someone who accepts your advice and you’re 

patient with one other ( ْا َوتََواَصو   ِ َحق  بِٱل  اْ  َوتََواَصو  ِت  ـٰ ِلَح ـٰ ٱلصَّ َوَعِملُواْ  َءاَمنُواْ  ٱلَِّذيَن   Except) (إِالَّ 
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those who believe (in Islâmic Monotheism) and do righteous good deeds, 

and recommend one another to the truth which Allâh has ordained, and 

abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds (Al-Munkar) which Allâh has 

forbidden), and recommend one another to patience).  

When the Companions would depart one another, they would remind one 

another of Surah Al ‘Asr, subhan Allah.  

Rights of those who love one another in speech 

First: Times when a person should be quiet 

1. Do not mention his faults to others ( السكوت على المكاره) 

2. Do not disclose any of his secrets (ال يفشي أسراره): a person goes home and 

tells his friends and family ‘she does this for me’. Once a friend of Al Hasan 

Al Basri found out that Al Basri was going for hajj and he said he wanted 

to accompany him. Al Hasan Al Basri said ‘woe to you, let’s enjoy our 

friendship with Allah’s covering. If we travel together then we will see 

each other’s faults and hate each other’. Look at their ikhlas and 

truthfulness. Keep friends at a distance so you don’t get ‘pinched’. 

Distance is a protection for everyone.  

3. Does not argue or dispute with him (يماريه وال  يجادله   argument cause :(ال 

hatred. A person wants a friend that supports him in the deen, and not 

someone who makes him uneasy.  

Second: Times when a person should speak, to speak with affection 

1. To speak sweetly and best (التودد باللسان): don’t use bad language 

2. Express your love (اخباره بمحبته): if you truly love someone then express it 

3. Call him with beloved names (دعوته بأحب االسماء) 
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4. Praise him (الثناء عليه): the good word is a sadaqah.  

5. Defend him when others speak bad of him (الذب عنه في غيبته): a person needs 

to defend and not speak against him 

6. Advise and teach (النصيحة والتعليم) 

7. Make dua for him (الدعاء له): in their absence  

Rights of those who love one another in the heart 

1. Loyal and sincere to him (الوفاء واالخالص): even if they pass away, a person 

still is concerned for his children, they still remember him.  

2. To think good of him (حسن الظن): even if you see something you dislike from 

him, you will still give excuses. The shaitan will make us see things which 

are not right. It’s a test to see if you truly love for Allah. Surah Al Hujurat 

م   ) :12 َض ٱلظَّن ِ إِثأ َن ٱلظَّن ِ إِنَّ بَعأ ا م ِ تَنِبُوا  َكثِير   ٰٓأَيَُّہا ٱلَِّذيَن َءاَمنُوا  ٱجأ ـٰ ۖ يَ ) (O you who believe! Avoid 

much suspicion, indeed some suspicions are sins. And spy not, neither 

backbite one another.). Hadith: ( ِ صلى هللا عليه وسلم   إِيَّاكُم  َوالظَّنَّ فَِإنَّ الظَّنَّ    "  قَاَل َرسُوُل َّللاَّ

ذَُب ال َحِديِث،   said, 'Beware of suspicion, for it is the (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) Allah's Messenger) (أَك 

worst of false tales) - Sahih al-Bukhari 6724. Thinking bad of others is the 

backbiting of the heart, subhan Allah. A student came to visit Imam Ash 

Shafi’ee while sick and Ash Shafi’ee said to him, ‘may Allah strengthen 

your weakness’, subhan Allah. Then the student answered, if Allah 

increases my weakness then I will die. Then Ash Shafi’ee said, ‘I didn’t 

want except what’s good’, then the student said, ‘even if you insult me 

then I know you want good for me’, look at the test, subhan Allah.  

3. Be humble (التواضع): when you love for Allah, you don’t feel you’re better 

than the other person. You accuse yourself being wrong but not her. One 

of the scholars said ‘I see everyone as better than me’.  
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Friendship spoilers ( آفات الصحبة) 

1. Too much visiting ( الزيارات  if you love for Allah then visiting will not :(كثرة 

increase the love. When a person is within the boundaries of the Qur’an 

and Sunnah then he’ll be balanced. Too much socializing will drag the 

person to telling secrets, backbiting and exceeding his boundaries. The 

best gathering is when speaking of Allah. 

2. Excessive love and hate (والبغض الحب  في   if you love someone too :(االفراط 

much then you will hate him one day. If a person wants to maintain the 

relationship then love moderately. If it becomes excessive then you will 

not be able to give that same love again and it will cause separation.  

3. Mixing love with self-desires (مخالطة المحبة هوى النفس): a person doesn’t really 

love for Allah 

4. Too many friends ( االخواناالستكثار من  ) 

5. Reveal secrets (كشف الستر) 

6. Obsessed with the person (االستئناس بالناس): if a person is only thinking of their 

friend then it will spoil the friendship, a person should think of Allah the 

most.  

May Allah help us to apply what we learned. Ameen.  

 

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #20 

Introduction 

▪ The four names of Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin are 

together. Allah is Adh Dhahir and we have to believe He’s also Al Awwal 

and Al Akhir and Al Baatin.  
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▪ For anything we need in our life, Allah is The First and He will bring the 

means and only He can bring the results. When we seek His help, He is 

Adh Dhahir and He will make things clear to us.  

▪ Before our creation, Allah knows who’s truthful and who’s a liar, who’s a 

believer and who’s a hypocrite, but we don’t know. Is our reality clear to 

us? No. How we will know our reality? Through tests. The tests and trials of 

the duniya bring out our reality.  

▪ Our face is a mirror but some people are deceiving. In Surah Ar Rahman 

َدامِ ) :41 َقأ َوٱألأ بِٱلنََّوٲِصى  َخذُ  فَيُؤأ ُهمأ  ـٰ بِِسيَم ِرُموَن  ُمجأ ٱلأ َرُف   ,The Mujrimûn (polytheists) (يُعأ

criminals, sinners) will be known by their marks (black faces), and they 

will be seized by their forelocks and their feet) – (  ُهم ـٰ  means some (ِسيَم

people show they’re good but there’s a moment when the face is 

different and it shows their reality; this is (  ُهم ـٰ  Then they go back to .(ِسيَم

normal and this is very scary. If a person is not the same in and out then 

Allah is Adh Dhahir, even a glimpse in the face will be revealed.  

Surah Al ‘Ankaboot 1-11: 

ِحيمِ  ِن ٱلرَّ ـٰ َم حأ ِم ٱهللِ ٱلرَّ  بِسأ

ا  أَن  ١الٰٓمٰٓ ) َركُوٰٓ يُتأ أَن  ٱلنَّاُس  أََحِسَب  تَنُوَن )(  يُفأ ا  َءاَمنَّا َوهُمأ اَل  ِلِهمأ ٢يَقُولُوٰٓ قَبأ فَتَنَّا ٱلَِّذيَن ِمن  ٱلَِّذيَن ۖ ( َولَقَدأ   ُ لََمنَّ ٱَّللَّ فَلَيَعأ  

ِذبِيَن ) ـٰ َك لََمنَّ ٱلأ بِقُونَا٣َصَدقُوا  َولَيَعأ َملُوَن ٱلسَّي ِـَٴاِت أَن يَسأ كُُموَن ) َسآَٰء َما  ۚ ( أَمأ َحِسَب ٱلَِّذيَن يَعأ ُجوا  ِلقَآَٰء  ٤يَحأ ( َمن َكاَن يَرأ

أَلٍَت    ِ أََجَل ٱَّللَّ ِ فَِإنَّ  عَِليُم )ۚ ٱَّللَّ ٱلسَِّميُع ٱلأ ِسهۤۦِ ٥ َوهَُو  ِلنَفأ ِهُد  ـٰ يَُج فَِإنََّما  َهَد  ـٰ لَِميَن )ۚ ( َوَمن َج ـٰ عَ ٱلأ َ لَغَنِى  َعِن  إِنَّ ٱَّللَّ ( َوٱلَِّذيَن ٦ 

َملُوَن )َءاَمنُوا  َوَعِملُ  َسَن ٱلَِّذى َكانُوا  يَعأ ِزيَنَُّهمأ أَحأ ـَٴاتِِهمأ َولَنَجأ ُهمأ َسي ِ
ِت لَنَُكف َِرنَّ َعنأ ـٰ ِلَح ـٰ ِه  ٧وا  ٱلصَّ َن بَِوٲِلَديأ ـٰ نَس ِ نَا ٱْلأ يأ ( َوَوصَّ

ا
ن   ُهَمآٰ ۖ ُحسأ م   فََل تُِطعأ َس لََك بِهِۦ ِعلأ ِرَك بِى َما لَيأ َهَداَك ِلتُشأ ـٰ َملُوَن )ۚ  َوإِن َج ِجعُكُمأ فَأُنَب ِئُكُم بَِما كُنتُمأ تَعأ ( َوٱلَِّذيَن َءاَمنُوا  ٨ إِلَىَّ َمرأ

ِلِحيَن ) ـٰ ِخلَنَُّهمأ فِى ٱلصَّ ِت لَنُدأ ـٰ ِلَح ـٰ نَةَ ٩َوَعِملُوا  ٱلصَّ ِ َجعََل فِتأ ِ فَِإذَآٰ أُوِذَى فِى ٱَّللَّ  ٱلنَّاِس ( َوِمَن ٱلنَّاِس َمن يَقُوُل َءاَمنَّا بِٱَّللَّ

ب َِك لَيَقُولُنَّ إِنَّا ُڪنَّا َمعَكُمأ  ن رَّ ر   م ِ ِ َولَٮِٕن َجآَٰء نَصأ لَِميَن )ۚ َكعَذَاِب ٱَّللَّ ـٰ عَ لََم بَِما فِى ُصُدوِر ٱلأ ُ بِأَعأ َس ٱَّللَّ ُ  ١٠ أََولَيأ لََمنَّ ٱَّللَّ ( َولَيَعأ

ِفِقيَن ) ـٰ ُمنَ لََمنَّ ٱلأ  (١١ٱلَِّذيَن َءاَمنُوا  َولَيَعأ
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

Alif¬Lâm¬Mîm [These letters are one of the miracles of the Qur'ân, and none 

but Allâh (Alone) knows their meanings.] (1) Do people think that they will 

be left alone because they say: "We believe," and will not be tested (2) And 

We indeed tested those who were before them. And Allâh will certainly 

make (it) known (the truth of) those who are true, and will certainly make 

(it) known (the falsehood of) those who are liars, (although Allâh knows all 

that before putting them to test). (3) Or think those who do evil deeds that 

they can outstrip Us (i.e. escape Our Punishment)? Evil is that which they 

judge! (4) Whoever hopes for the Meeting with Allâh, then Allâh's Term is 

surely coming. and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower. (5) And whosoever 

strives, he strives only for himself. Verily, Allâh stands not in need of any of 

the 'Alamîn (mankind, jinn, and all that exists). (6) Those who believe [in the 

Oneness of Allâh (Monotheism) and in Messenger Muhammad  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص , and do 

not give up their faith because of the harm they receive from the 

polytheists], and do righteous good deeds, surely, We shall expiate from 

them their evil deeds and shall reward them according to the best of that 

which they used to do. (7) And We have enjoined on man to be good and 

dutiful to his parents, but if they strive to make you join with Me (in worship) 

anything (as a partner) of which you have no knowledge, then obey them 

not. Unto Me is your return, and I shall tell you what you used to do. (8) And 

for those who believe (in the Oneness of Allâh and other articles of Faith) 

and do righteous good deeds, surely, We shall make them enter with (in the 

enterance of) the righteous (in Paradise). (9) Of mankind are some who say: 

"We believe in Allâh," but if they are made to suffer for the sake of Allâh, 
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they consider the trial of mankind as Allâh's punishment, and if victory 

comes from your Lord, (the hypocrites) will say: "Verily! We were with you 

(helping you)." Is not Allâh Best Aware of what is in the breast of the 'Alamîn 

(mankind and jinn). (10) Verily, Allâh knows those who believe, and verily, 

He knows the hypocrites [i.e. Allâh will test the people with good and hard 

days to discriminate the good from the wicked although Allâh knows all 

that before putting them to test)]. (11) 

▪ Do people think they will be left to say things and they won’t be tested. 

After the test people will be accountable. There are those who want the 

truth wherever it may be and there are those who are liars and are only 

making claims. 

▪ Allah says we will not recognize the hypocrite but He will make it clear 

through situations. There will be a glimpse in the face or their talk is 

appealing, always wanting the people’s pleasure. Surah Mohammed 30: 

( َمالَكُم  َولَو  نََشاُء أَلََري نَ  ُ يَع لَُم أَع  ِل ۚ َوَّللاَّ ِن ال قَو  اَكُهم  فَلَعََرف تَُهم بِِسيَماهُم  ۚ َولَتَع ِرفَنَُّهم  فِي لَح  ) (Had We willed, 

We could have shown them to you, and you should have known them 

by their marks; but surely, you will know them by the tone of their speech! 

And Allâh knows (all) your deeds) 

▪ We have to struggle to be truthful and our parents can be a trial for us 

when they tell us to do something which is against what Allah wants. 

What should one do? Do not obey.  

▪ We also face fitnas from the people by either following what Allah wants 

or what the people want. There are those who make the fitna of the 

people and their pain a big deal as if it’s the hellfire, subhan Allah.  
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▪ Allah knows Who are the believers and who are the hypocrites. And their 

reality will be clear after the tests.  

Allah Adh Dhahir (هللا الظاهر) 

He is The Most Apparent in His Signs ( الظاهر بااليات): no one can see Allah but 

He brings ayat as if we see Him. 

1. Evidence of His Lordship (الدالة على ربوبيته): He brings signs that He’s the 

Only Lord. He’s the One creating, sustaining and disposing. There is no 

lord but Allah (ال رب اال هللا) and He’s showing us signs that only He is Lord. 

For example, no one has control over the sun and moon, even the 

disbeliever admits to this though they don’t say it. They know He’s The 

Creator.  Surah Al ‘Araf 172: ( َٰٓہَدهُمأ َعلَٰى يَّتَہُمأ َوأَشأ  أََخذَ َربَُّك ِمۢن بَنِىٰٓ َءاَدَم ِمن ظُُهوِرِهمأ ذُر ِ
َوإِذأ

بَِرب ِكُمأ  ُت  أَلَسأ بَلَىٰ ۖ أَنفُِسِہمأ  قَالُوا   نَآٰ ۛ   َشِهدأ َم  ۛ   يَوأ تَقُولُوا   أَن  مَ   ـٰ ِقيَ ِفِلينَ ٱلأ ـٰ َغ ذَا  ـٰ َه َعنأ  ُڪنَّا  إِنَّا  ِة  ) (And 

(remember) when your Lord brought forth from the Children of Adam, 

from their loins, their seed (or from Adam's loin his offspring) and made 

them testify as to themselves (saying): "Am I not your Lord?" They said: 

"Yes! We testify," lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection: "Verily, 

we have been unaware of this."). The more a person disbelieves, the 

more Allah will bring signs to Him. For example, Firaoun claimed to be 

rabb, and Allah brought more ayat to him. The more you’re closing 

your eyes, the more ayat will come, even when you’re closing your 

eyes, the light will shine through, subhan Allah. Surah Al Fatiha 2: (  ُد َحمأ ٱلأ

لَِمينَ  ـٰ عَ ٱلأ  ِ َرب   ِ  All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the) (َّلِلَّ

'Âlamîn (mankind, jinn and all that exists).). When Allah wants 

anything to happen then He just says ‘Be’ and it is. Surah Ya Seen 82: 

فَيَكُونُ ) كُن  لَهُۥ   يَقُوَل  أَن  ـا  ـٴ  َشيأ أََراَد  إِذَآٰ   ۤ ُرهُۥ  أَمأ  Verily, His Command, when He) (إِنََّمآٰ 
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intends a thing, is only that He says to it, "Be!" and it is!). We will all 

return to Allah. Allah gave us a mind to think and He prohibited 

anything which can obstruct our mind because our mind is the guard 

to our heart.  

2. Evidence of His Divinity ( الدالة على الوهيته): He brings signs to show us that 

only He’s worthy of worship.  

3. Evidence of His Perfection (الدالة على كماله): He brings signs to show us He’s 

perfect.  

▪ Allah is Adh Dhahir and He brings evidence. Anything that’s apparent 

and visible needs to have evidence. In order for Yusuf’s innocence to be 

made apparent there was evidence of the shirt and evidence of the 

wife’s confession.  

▪ Our entire life is evidence of (ال اله اال هللا). Allah is Ar Razaq and even if we 

see someone else providing, they don’t have evidence they’re the 

provider, but Allah is providing us evidence that He’s The Provider.  

▪ Anyone without evidence is not clear, it’s important to speak with clarity. 

If a person doesn’t have evidence then he shouldn’t speak.  

May Allah make us clear in our life. Ameen.  

 

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #21 

Introduction 

ِش الأعَِظيِم،   ِض َوَربَّ الأعَرأ َرأ َراِة اللُهمَّ َربَّ السََّماَواِت َوَربَّ األأ ِ َوالنََّوى، َوُمنأِزَل التَّوأ ٍء، فَاِلَق الأَحب  َربَّنَا َوَربَّ كُل ِ َشيأ

ُل فَلَيأَس َواْلأِ  َوَّ ٍء أَنأَت آِخذٌ بِنَاِصيَتِِه، اللُهمَّ أَنأَت األأ قَاِن، أَعُوذُ بَِك ِمنأ َشر ِ كُل ِ َشيأ ِخُر نأِجيِل َوالأفُرأ ٌء، َوأَنأَت اآلأ قَبألََك َشيأ

ٌء، اقأِض َعنَّا فَلَيأ  ٌء، َوأَنأَت الأبَاِطُن فَلَيأَس ُدونََك َشيأ قََك َشيأ ٌء، َوأَنأَت الظَّاِهُر فَلَيأَس فَوأ نِنَا ِمَن  َس بَعأَدَك َشيأ الدَّيأَن، َوأَغأ

 الأفَقأرِ 
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Allaahumma rabbas-samaawaati, wa rabb-al-‛arshil-‛aẓeemi, rabbanaa 

wa rabba kulli shay’in, faaliq-al-ḥabbi wan-nawaa, wa munazzilat-

tawraati wal-injeeli wal-furqaani, a‛oodhu bika min sharri kulli shay’in anta 

aakhidhun bi naaṣiyatih. Allaahumma antal-awwalu fa laysa qablaka 

shay’un, wa antal-aakhiru fa laysa ba‛daka shay’un, wa antaẓ-ẓaahiru fa 

laysa fawqaka shay’un, wa antal-baaṭinu fa laysa doonaka shay’un, iqḍi 

‛annid-dayna wa aghni mi-nal-faqr 

O Allah, Lord of the heavens, Lord of the earth and Lord of the exalted 

throne, our Lord and the Lord of all things, Splitter of the seed and the 

date stone, Revealer of the Torah, the Injeel and the Furqan, I seek 

refuge with You from the evil of all things You seize by the forelock (i.e. 

You have total mastery over). O Allah, You are The First so there is 

nothing before You and You are The Last so there is nothing after You. 

You are The Most Apparent so there is nothing above You and You are 

The Most Hidden so there is nothing closer than You, settle my debt for 

me and spare me from poverty. 

(At Tirmidhi 3481) 

▪ We say this dua before we sleep, and there are many things which are 

pending in our life from duties, debts, rights of people, etc. The first part 

of the dua is seeking refuge because there’s evil in this duniya. You may 

not be doing evil but there is evil in this life.  

▪ You are calling on Allah’s Lordship because you’re seeking protection. 

He is the Lord of the Heavens, Earth and The Great Throne; bigger things 

need more fixing and reforming.  

▪ Allah is our Lord and Reformer. We might have been nurtured in the past 

but we weren’t aware of it, though now with the name of Allah Adh 
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Dhahir, together with His Lordship, makes the reforming clear. A person 

might not be doing something then he gets nurtured to show clearly 

what needs to be done. 

▪ What makes someone to not go forward with the nurturing though all the 

signs are there? Because the ayat are not clear; it’s not dhahir. When a 

person understands the nurturing is for him then he will change and not 

look at others. The change begins with you when the signs are so clear. 

Recall Musa ( السالمعليه   ) was waiting for the sign to meet Al Khidr, and the 

sign was so clear that a fish will jump out of the sea. How many ‘fish’ have 

we seen and ignored? Musa (السالم  went forth without the sign and (عليه 

got tired, and when we miss the sign then we get tired. Allah brings signs 

to us to show us what we need to work on because His Lordship is 

apparent. The more we deny the signs, the clearer the signs will be.  

▪ The more you accept the nurturing Allah then Allah will open more for 

you. The people of the hellfire do not confess in this life to their wrongs, 

but on the Day of Judgement they will. If we’ve done wrong then we 

need to confess to Allah and if you’ve done someone wrong to 

someone then we should confess to them. Ego can take a person to the 

hellfire. And how can we bring down our egos? When we confess that 

we’re wrong.  

▪ Surah Al ‘Ankaboot 46: ( ُهمأ  َسُن إاِلَّ ٱلَِّذيَن َظلَُموا  ِمنأ ِب إاِلَّ بِٱلَّتِى ِهَى أَحأ ـٰ ِڪتَ َل ٱلأ ا  أَهأ ِدلُوٰٓ ـٰ ا  ۖ َواَل تَُج  َوقُولُوٰٓ

نَ  ُن لَهُۥ   َءاَمنَّا بِٱلَِّذىٰٓ أُنِزَل إِلَيأ ُهكُمأ َوٲِحد   َونَحأ ـٰ ُهنَا َوإِلَ ـٰ ُڪمأ َوإِلَ ِلُمونَ ا َوأُنِزَل إِلَيأ ُمسأ ) (And argue not with 

the people of the Scripture, unless it be in (a way) that is better (with good 

words and in good manner, inviting them to Islâmic Monotheism with His 

Verses), except with such of them as do wrong, and say (to them): "We 

believe in that which has been revealed to us and revealed to you; our 
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Ilâh (God) and your Ilâh (God) is One (i.e. Allâh), and to Him we have 

submitted (as Muslims).") – there are those who argue just to prove 

they’re right, even if they don’t have proof. When a person doesn’t 

confess to Allah’s nurturing then he will turn to arguing. Anyone who 

argues with you to prove themselves right without evdience then such 

people do not deserve to be argued with. Allah is nurturing us in order 

we confess and break our ego; until we admit we’re a slave of Allah. 

▪ When does the ego show? When we get nurtured through people. Allah 

is nurturing us to upgrade us and if we ignore the signs then Allah will 

bring more signs and they will be clearer.  

Allah Adh Dhahir (هللا الظاهر) 

He is The Most Apparent in His Signs ( الظاهر بااليات): no one can see Allah but 

He brings ayat as if we see Him. 

4. Evidence of His Lordship (على  ربوبيته  if someone screams at you :(الدالة 

then what should you do? Know that Allah is Al Haseeb Ar Raqeeb, 

and that He’s testing you through her. You’re not responsible for her 

actions but you’re responsible for your actions. The moment you look 

at people’s actions then your heart will not be at rest. We’re made of 

body, soul and mind and the levels in Islam guard and benefit each 

compoenent. The pillars of Islam benefit and guard our body, the 

pillars of faith benefit and guard our mind so that it gives boundaries 

to it. If a person doesn’t put boundaries to his mind then he’ll take it as 

a god, astaghfar Allah. The mind is very powerful but it needs 

instructions and boundaries through the Qur’an and Sunnah. And 
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ihsan benefits our soul. When a person does ihsan then it purifies the 

soul.  

o Evidence of the fitra (داللة الفطرة): a person needs to go back to his 

fitra. Look at the example of the bees and the honey they 

produce. The purest and best honey is from the mountains, up in 

the mountains there are no ‘distractions’ so purer things will 

come. The next lesser level is honey from the forest, so there are 

distractions from the ‘animals’, thus our reactions might be less 

pure. As for honey from the buildings then this has more 

distractions, more ‘people’ and the outcome will not be as pure. 

From this we learn that person needs moments alone to account 

himself and think of the nurturing and how to change himself. 

When ‘pure’ honey comes then it will be a ‘cure’. So whatever 

you say and do will be a ‘cure’ and effective for someone else, 

subhan Allah. This doesn’t mean we go up in the mountians and 

isolate ourselves, but there are moment when we need time to 

ourselves to reflect on the signs, the nurturing and the changes 

we need to do within ourselves. Why are things not clear? 

Because even our fitra has become unclear, subhan Allah. The 

signs of Allah are apparent, the fitra is there, but we’ve occupied 

ourselves with unnecessary matters that we can’t see the 

reforming of Allah. We’ve been caught in a spider web, subhan 

Allah. Surah Al ‘Ankaboot 61: (  َر َض َوَسخَّ َرأ َوٲِت َوٱألأ ـٰ ٱلسََّم نأ َخلََق  تَُهم مَّ َولَٮِٕن َسأَلأ

 ُ قََمَر لَيَقُولُنَّ ٱَّللَّ
َس َوٱلأ فَكُونَ ۖ ٱلشَّمأ  And If you were to ask them: "Who) ( فَأَنَّٰى يُؤأ

has created the heavens and the earth and subjected the sun 
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and the moon?" They will surely reply: "Allâh." How then are they 

deviating (as polytheists and disbelievers)?) 

o Evidence of the nafs (داللة األنفس): changes in our nafs are a great 

sign that Allah is our Rabb. We’re only looking at how we look 

like and not our feelings and how they change. If we truly looked 

at our nafs then it will lead us to Allah. When the decrees change 

us then this shows how Allah Ar Rabb is nurturing us. Someone 

might be laughing one moment and then crying the next. These 

changes show us Allah is Ar Rabb, but we’re looking at ‘why are 

they laughing?’ or ‘why are they crying?’, subhan Allah.  

o Evidence in the horizon (دلاللة اآلفاق): Surah Fussilat 53: (  تِنَا  فِى ـٰ َسنُِريِهمأ َءايَ

َحقُّ  اِق َوفِىٰٓ أَنفُِسِہمأ َحتَّٰى يَتَبَيََّن لَُهمأ أَنَّهُ ٱلأ
َفَ ٍء  َشِہيد  ۗ ٱألأ ِف بَِرب َِك أَنَّهُۥ  َعلَٰى كُل ِ َشىأ  We will) ( أََولَمأ يَكأ

show them Our Signs in the universe, and in their own selves, until 

it becomes manifest to them that this (the Qur'ân) is the truth. Is 

it not sufficient in regard to your Lord that He is a Witness over all 

things?). Allah will keep showing us signs until we know it’s true. 

Allah never tires from showing us. Though some will accept the 

truth, some will cover it, and some will be hypocrites. May Allah 

protect us from hypocrisy. Ameen.  

5. Evidence of His Divinity ( الدالة على الوهيته): He brings signs to show us that 

only He’s worthy of worship.  

6. Evidence of His Perfection (الدالة على كماله): He brings signs to show us He’s 

perfect.  

May Allah make us truthful and accept the nurturing. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #22 
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Introduction 

▪ In the entire Qur’an, the four names of Allah of  Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh 

Dhahir Al Baatin ( الباطن الظاهر  اآلخر   .are mentioned in Surah Al Hadid (األول 

Allah is Al Awwal before the means. Allah is Al Akhaar before our actions 

and thoughts; He will give us the results. He’s Adh Dhahir above 

everything and everyone. He’s Al Baatin and He can come between us 

and ourselves. There are even things which we don’t know about 

ourselves.  

▪ The believers don’t rely on themselves and they’re the same inside and 

out. The hypocrites are not the same inside and out; there’s a barrier to 

the light. In order to be taken out of hypocrisy then a person needs to 

believe in Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن). The 

one who thinks he’s a hypocrite is not a hypocrite and the one who 

doesn’t think he’s a hypocrite then he’s actually a hypocrite because 

he trusts himself, while the believer doesn’t trust himself.  

▪ Adh Dhahir sees us from above and the more one is above the more he 

sees a complete picture. Anyone looking down on the duniya will not 

see things perfectly. But when your faith increases then the picture is 

complete. Allah is Adh Dhahir by His signs. He teaches us through the 

people.  

▪ We should devote ourselves to Allah alone because Allah Adh Dhahir will 

show us (ال اله اال هللا). Anyone worshipping other than Allah is suffering. If a 

person is seeking the pleasure of people then he’s in misery because it’s 

shirk. But there’s no misery in seeking the pleasure of Allah alone.  

Allah Adh Dhahir (هللا الظاهر) 
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Allah is Adh Dhahir in His perfection:  

▪ The moment you feel something is perfect then immediately you’ll see 

negativity in it. For example it’s nice to see someone good and we think 

they’re perfect, but then we’ll see a 360 degree change in them. 

Someone so nice will become so mean because of ourselves.  

Allah is Adh Dhahir in His light: 

▪ This means He is dhahir in His deen. The truth and taking it makes 

someone apparent than someone on falsehood. Truth shows with its light 

while falsehood shows with its darkness. Surah As Saff 8: (  َُمتِمُّ نُوِرهِۦ َولَوأ َڪِره ُ َوٱَّللَّ

ِفُرونَ  ـٰ َك  But Allâh will bring His Light to perfection even though the) (ٱلأ

disbelievers hate (it).) 

▪ Allah is the One Who makes it apparent to His slaves through the 

creation, means and decrees. When things become apparent to us then 

we can accept it. When things are not apparent then we should leave 

it otherwise we will put ourselves in a fitna because we can’t see the full 

picture.  

▪ Learning is not just sitting in a class and listening to a teacher, but it’s 

through decrees. Sometimes we go through decrees and it’s important 

to be patient. At the right time, Allah will make things apparent. It’s 

impossible to leave this life knowing the wisdom behind all our decrees, 

but on the Day of Judgement everything will be revealed.  

▪ Allah will expose matters if a person is doing something wrong so that he 

is reformed.  

Fruits of knowing Allah Adh Dhahir: 
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▪ Attach to Allah alone. Your devotion should be apparent. 

▪ It should appear that you believe in Allah and say what you do.  

May Allah help us to apply what we learned. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #23 

Introduction 

Surah Al Munafiqoon 

ِحيمِ  ِن ٱلرَّ ـٰ ۡحَم  بِۡسِم ٱهلِل ٱلرَّ

ِفقُوَن قَالُواأ نَۡشَہُد إِنََّك لََرسُوُل ٱّللَِّ  ـٰ ُ يَۡعلَمُ  ۗإِذَا َجآَءَك ٱۡلُمنَ ِذبُوَن )  َوٱّللَّ ـٰ ِفِقيَن لََك ـٰ ُ يَۡشَہُد إِنَّ ٱۡلُمنَ  (١إِنََّك لََرسُولُهُ ۥ َوٱّللَّ

 فََصدُّواأ َعن َسبِيِل ٱّللَِّ 
نَہُۡم ُجنَّةًً۬ ـٰ َع َعلَٰى  ذَٲِلَك بِأَنَّہُۡم َءاَمنُواأ ثُمَّ َكفَُرواأ فَطُبِ  (٢ إِنَّہُۡم َسآَء َما َكانُواأ يَۡعَملُوَن ) ۚٱتََّخذُٓواأ أَۡيَم

  ۖ َوإِن يَقُولُواأ تَۡسَمۡع ِلقَۡوِلِهمۡ  َۖوإِذَا َرأَۡيتَُهۡم تُۡعِجبَُك أَۡجَساُمُهمۡ  ۞  (٣قُلُوبِِہۡم فَُهۡم ََل يَۡفقَُهوَن )
َسنََّدةًٌ۬  يَۡحَسبُوَن   ۖ َكأَنَّہُۡم ُخشٌُبً۬ مُّ

تَ  ۚ هُُم ٱۡلعَُدوُّ فَٱۡحذَۡرهُمۡ  ۚكُلَّ َصۡيَحٍة َعلَۡيِہمۡ  ـٰ ُ  قَ ۡواأ  (٤ أَنَّٰى يُۡؤفَكُوَن ) ۖلَُهُم ٱّللَّ ِ لَوَّ َوإِذَا قِيَل لَُهۡم تَعَالَۡواأ يَۡستَۡغِفۡر لَكُۡم َرسُوُل ٱّللَّ

ۡستَۡكبُِروَن ) ُ لَُهمۡ َسَوآٌء َعلَۡيِهۡم أَۡستَۡغفَۡرَت لَُهۡم أَۡم لَۡم تَۡستَۡغِفۡر لَ  (٥ُرُءوَسُهۡم َوَرأَۡيتَُهۡم يَُصدُّوَن َوهُم مُّ  إِنَّ  ُۚهۡم لَن يَۡغِفَر ٱّللَّ

ِسِقيَن ) ـٰ َ ََل يَۡہِدى ٱۡلقَۡوَم ٱۡلفَ ِ َحتَّٰى يَنفَضُّواأ  (٦ٱّللَّ ِ َخَزآٮُِٕن   ۗهُُم ٱلَِّذيَن يَقُولُوَن ََل تُنِفقُواأ َعلَٰى َمۡن ِعنَد َرسُوِل ٱّللَّ  َوّلِلَّ

ِكنَّ ٱۡلُمنَ  ـٰ َوٲِت َوٱأۡلَۡرِض َولَ ـٰ ِفِقيَن ََل يَۡفقَُهوَن )ٱلسََّم َجۡعنَآ إِلَى ٱۡلَمِدينَِة لَيُۡخِرَجنَّ ٱأۡلََعزُّ ِمۡنَہا ٱأۡلَذَلَّ  (٧ـٰ ِ  ۚيَقُولُوَن لَٮِٕن رَّ  َوّلِلَّ

ِفِقيَن ََل يَۡعلَُموَن ) ـٰ ِكنَّ ٱۡلُمنَ ـٰ ةُ َوِلَرسُوِلِهۦ َوِلۡلُمۡؤِمنِيَن َولَ ٓأَيَُّہا ٱلَِّذينَ  (٨ٱۡلِعزَّ ـٰ ُدُڪۡم َعن   يَ ـٰ َءاَمنُواأ ََل تُۡلِهكُۡم أَۡمَوٲلُكُۡم َوََلٓ أَۡولَ

ِسُروَن ) ِۚذۡڪِر ٱّللَِّ  ـٰ ٓٮَِٕك هُُم ٱۡلَخ ـٰ لَ ن قَۡبِل أَن يَۡأتَِى أََحَدكُُم ٱۡلَمۡوُت فَيَقُوَل   (٩ َوَمن يَۡفعَۡل ذَٲِلَك فَأُوأ كُم م ِ ـٰ ا َرَزۡقنَ َوأَنِفقُواأ ِمن مَّ

ِ لَۡوََلٓ ِلِحيَن ) َرب  ـٰ َن ٱلصَّ دََّق َوأَكُن م ِ ۡرتَنِٓى إِلَٰىٓ أََجٍلً۬ قَِريٍبً۬ فَأَصَّ ُ نَۡفًسا إِذَا َجآَء أََجلَُها (١٠أَخَّ َر ٱّللَّ ُ َخبِيُرُۢ  َۚولَن يَُؤخ ِ  َوٱّللَّ

 (١١بَِما تَۡعَملُوَن )

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

When the hypocrites come to you (O Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), they say: "We bear 

witness that you are indeed the Messenger of Allâh." Allâh knows that you 

are indeed His Messenger and Allâh bears witness that the hypocrites are 

liars indeed. (1) They have made their oaths a screen (for their hypocrisy). 

Thus they hinder (men) from the Path of Allâh. Verily, evil is what they used 
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to do. (2) That is because they believed, then disbelieved, therefore their 

hearts are sealed, so they understand not. (3) And when you look at them, 

their bodies please you; and when they speak, you listen to their words. 

They are as blocks of wood propped up. They think that every cry is 

against them. They are the enemies, so beware of them. May Allâh curse 

them! How are they denying (or deviating from) the Right Path? (4) And 

when it is said to them: "Come, so that the Messenger of Allâh may ask 

forgiveness from Allâh for you", they twist their heads, and you would see 

them turning away their faces in pride. (5) It is equal to them whether you 

(Muhammad  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) ask forgiveness or ask not forgiveness for them. Verily, 

Allâh guides not the people who are the Fâsiqîn (the rebellious, the 

disobedient to Allâh) (6) They are the ones who say: "Spend not on those 

who are with Allâh's Messenger, until they desert him." And to Allâh 

belong the treasures of the heavens and the earth, but the hypocrites 

comprehend not. (7) They (hypocrites) say: "If we return to Al-Madinah, 

indeed the more honourable ('Abdûllah bin Ubai bin Salul, the chief of 

hypocrites at Al¬Madinah) will expel therefrom the meaner (i.e. Allâh's 

Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)." But honour, power and glory belong to Allâh, and to His 

Messenger (Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), and to the believers, but the hypocrites know 

not. (8) O you who believe! Let not your properties or your children divert 

you from the remembrance of Allâh. And whosoever does that, then they 

are the losers. (9) And spend (in charity) of that with which We have 

provided you, before death comes to one of you and he says: "My Lord! If 

only You would give me respite for a little while (i.e. return to the worldly 

life), then I should give Sadaqah (i.e. Zakât) of my wealth , and be among 

the righteous [i.e. perform Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah)] and other good 
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deeds. (10) And Allâh grants respite to none when his appointed time 

(death) comes. And Allâh is All-Aware of what you do. (11) 

 

▪ Allah is Al Baatin and He will bring out all that’s hidden. The protection 

from hypocrisy is the light of Allah; the truth. Hypocrites are working 

undercover. A person will be impressed with their bodies and speech; it’s 

both very strong. They look strong but they’re cowardly and scared 

because they think everything is there to expose them, why? Because 

they’re not truthful.  

▪ Allah is Adh Dhahir and Al Baatin and He knows what all the people are 

hiding. Allah knows what’s hidden but people don’t know Baatin. Allah 

is the One to expose them.  

▪ In Surah Al Hadid, the hypocrites are mentioned because they’re 

imbalanced. They try to show themselves to others they’re balanced, but 

they’re corrupt inside. This is teaching us that our concern shouldn’t be 

how others see us, but we should be concerned about our inner. The 

hypocrites don’t think about their Baatin; their disbelief is inside. They’re 

always thinking about people; they work for people like a tunnel but they 

don’t care for their inside.  

▪ Even though hypocrisy is hidden, Allah made it apparent to the believers. 

Allah tells us about their speech and what they to do. With a slip of the 

tongue and a slip of action they’re known and exposed and this is a 

precaution for the believer.  

▪ The hypocrites swear too much to use it as a barrier and cover in order 

to do work inside; they want to stop people from doing good deeds. 

Inside of them is all lies but they talk ‘truth’. The hypocrite doesn’t even 



الرحيم  الرحمن  هللا بسم  
Al Awal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) 

 
 

          Page 112 

know he’s doing this, astaghfar Allah. May Allah protect us from 

hypocrisy. Ameen.  

▪ Allah gave them light but they disbelieved after they believed so 

hypocrisy became stamped on them.  

▪ Allah says ‘you will be impressed with their bodies’, they look strong. They 

even say things which makes you want to listen.  

▪ When anyone speaks, the hypocrites think they’re being talked about. 

They think everything is against them. Allah says they’re the enemy, so 

be careful. Don’t fight them but Allah will fight them because of their lies. 

When they’re told to ask for forgiveness, they will turn their heads and say 

‘it’s not me’. They will tell others to ask for forgiveness, but not them. 

Whether you ask forgiveness for them or not, Allah will not forgive them. 

We need to ask Allah to protect us from hypocrisy and keep us firm.  

▪ They say ‘who are these people around the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) whom he’s 

giving them?’.  

▪ They’re always scared for their position among others.  

▪ Protection from hypocrisy is not to be distracted with wealth and children 

from remembering Allah. This means we need to always remember Allah. 

Whoever is distracted with wealth and children then he’s among the 

losers. We shouldn’t be distracted from our main purpose to worship 

Allah, we should use our wealth and children as a means to reach Allah.  

▪ A person needs to give and not be asked by others; if he’s asked by 

others then it will be impure and he will feel ashamed for not giving. And 

he needs to give it through correct channels and not wrong channels. 

Then the hypocrites will wish they had given sadaqah and said the truth.  
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▪ The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) accepts the people as to what they’re showing, but the 

Baatin and what’s inside is what Allah is looking at. The motive of 

hypocrites is people, though Allah sees if truth is our motive.  

▪ Hypocrisy is the worst evil and it’s very dangerous. A person should not 

feel secure from the plan of Allah, astaghfar Allah. What made the wife 

of Lut (السالم  to be taken out? She was a hypocrite, she appeared (عليه 

Muslim but she supported the disbelief.  

▪ Though hypocrisy is Baatin, but as a protection for the believers, Allah will 

make some things apparent but not everything, otherwise a person 

would not be able to handle it.  

Allah Al Baatin (هللا الباطن) 

Linguistic meaning 

▪ The word (بطن) means lining, there are some things which don’t need to 

be apparent such our heart, organs and blood. There are some things 

which we don’t need to go deep into either. The moment we go deep 

into things then we’ll see things which will disturb us. When a person 

comes to another’s house and is told to leave then he should leave.  

▪ Al Baatin is opposite of Adh Dhahir. Allah surrounds all matters so we 

don’t need to go into it.  

▪ Allah is Al Baatin Himself and He’s the One Who has the power to make 

things Baatin/hidden to be dhahir/apparent and things that are 

Baatin/hidden to remain Baatin/hidden. For example there are names 

of Allah which are hidden to us. 

May Allah protect us from hypocrisy and keep us firm on belief. Ameen.  
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Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #24 

Introduction 

Surah Al Mumtahina 10-12: 

ا  إِذَا َجآَٰءُڪُم   ٰٓأَيَُّہا ٱلَِّذيَن َءاَمنُوٰٓ ـٰ تَِحنُوهُنَّ يَ ِجَرٲٍت  فَٱمأ ـٰ ُت ُمَه ـٰ ِمنَ ُمؤأ نِِہنَّ ۖ ٱلأ ـٰ لَُم بِِإيَم ُ أَعأ ِجعُوهُنَّ ۖ  ٱَّللَّ ٍت  فََل تَرأ ـٰ ِمنَ تُُموهُنَّ ُمؤأ  فَِإنأ َعِلمأ

كُفَّارِ   لَُّهمأ َواَل هُمأ يَِحلُّوَن لَُهنَّ ۖ إِلَى ٱلأ
 
آٰ أَنفَقُوا  ۖ  اَل هُنَّ ِحل  تُُموهُنَّ أُُجوَرهُنَّ  وَ ۚ  َوَءاتُوهُم مَّ كُمأ أَن تَنِكُحوهُنَّ إِذَآٰ َءاتَيأ  ۚ اَل ُجنَاَح َعلَيأ

ــَٴـلُوا  َمآٰ أَنفَقُوا   يَسأ
تُمأ َولأ ــَٴـلُوا  َمآٰ أَنفَقأ َكَوافِِر َوسأ

ِسكُوا  بِِعَصِم ٱلأ ِ ۚ َواَل تُمأ ُم ٱَّللَّ نَكُمأ ۖ  ذَٲِلكُمأ ُحكأ كُُم بَيأ ُ َعِليم  ۚ  يَحأ ( َوإِن ١٠َحِكيم   )   َوٱَّللَّ

َل َمآٰ  ثأ َوٲُجُهم م ِ تُمأ فَـَٴاتُوا  ٱلَِّذيَن ذََهبَتأ أَزأ كُفَّاِر فَعَاقَبأ
َوٲِجكُمأ إِلَى ٱلأ نأ أَزأ  م ِ

ء   ِمنُوَن ۚ  أَنفَقُوا  فَاتَكُمأ َشىأ َ ٱلَِّذىٰٓ أَنتُم بِهِۦ ُمؤأ  َوٱتَّقُوا  ٱَّللَّ

ٰٓأَيَُّہا ٱلنَّبِىُّ إِذَا جَ ١١) ـٰ نِيَن َواَل  ( يَ َن َواَل يَزأ ِرقأ ا َواَل يَسأ ـٴ  ِ َشيأ َن بِٱَّللَّ ِركأ نََك َعلَٰىٰٓ أَن الَّ يُشأ ُت يُبَايِعأ ـٰ ِمنَ ُمؤأ
َدهُنَّ آَٰءَك ٱلأ ـٰ لَ َن أَوأ تُلأ يَقأ

ِصينََك فِى   ُجِلِهنَّ َواَل يَعأ ِديِہنَّ َوأَرأ َن أَيأ تَِرينَهۥُ  بَيأ ٍن  يَفأ ـٰ تَ تِيَن بِبُهأ
ُروٍف  َواَل يَأأ َ ۙ َمعأ ِفرأ لَُهنَّ ٱَّللَّ تَغأ ُهنَّ َوٱسأ ِحيم   ۖ  فَبَايِعأ َ َغفُور   رَّ  إِنَّ ٱَّللَّ

(١٢) 

O you who believe! When believing women come to you as emigrants, 

examine them, Allâh knows best as to their Faith, then if you ascertain that 

they are true believers, send them not back to the disbelievers, They are 

not lawful (wives) for the disbelievers nor are the disbelievers lawful 

(husbands) for them. But give (the disbelievers) that (amount of money) 

which they have spent [as their Mahr] to them. And there will be no sin on 

you to marry them if you have paid their Mahr to them. Likewise hold not 

the disbelieving women as wives, and ask for (the return of) that which you 

have spent (as Mahr) and let them (the disbelievers) ask back for that which 

they have spent. That is the Judgement of Allâh. He judges between you. 

And Allâh is All-Knowing, All-Wise. (10) And if any of your wives have gone 

from you to the disbelievers, (as apostates and you asked them to retrun 

back your Mahr but they refused) — then you went our for a Ghazwah 

(military expedition) (against them and) gained booty; then pay from that 

booty to those whose wives have gone, the equivalent of what they had 
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spent (on their Mahr). And fear Allâh in Whom you believe. (11) O Prophet! 

When believing women come to you to give you the Bai'âh (pledge), that 

they will not associate anything in worship with Allâh, that they will not steal, 

that they will not commit illegal sexual intercourse, that they will not kill their 

children, that they will not utter slander, intentionally forging falsehood (i.e. 

by making illegal children belonging to their husbands), and that they will 

not disobey you in Ma'rûf (Islâmic Monotheism and all that which Islâm 

ordains) then accept their Bai'âh (pledge), and ask Allâh to forgive them, 

Verily, Allâh is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (12) 

▪ Allah is testing the people through their Baatin/what’s hidden in them. A 

person’s Baatin will be unveiled through a difficult situation. In Surah Al 

Mumtahina, Allah and the Messenger ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) tested the women before 

entering Medina. A person can’t just say ‘I believe, I’m a Muslim’ and 

then others accommodate him; it’s not like that.  

▪ A test has to take place in order to purify the rows. Not anyone can be 

taken into ‘Medina’. It’s not about anyone can enter, but who’s truthful. 

In Surah Al Mumtahina, the women are being tested for the security of 

Medina.  

▪ If a woman ‘believer’ came from Makkah to Medina then they need to 

be tested. If a person is serious then he will continue but if a person is 

complaining and saying, ‘why are things like this?’ then this is a sign of 

not being sincere. The one in charge has the right to make these types 

of tests.  
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▪ Even though they are women and they’ve made hijrah from Makkah to 

Medina, the door was not opened just like that for them. It’s not enough 

for a person to just say ‘I’m a Muslim’; there are tests first.  

▪ When anyone is brought into any position, they need to be tested and 

their reaction will be made clear if they’re truthful or not. For example, 

can any maid be taken into the house based on a photo? Of course not. 

They have to be put under pressure in the beginning as a test to see if 

they are what they claim, but the pressure will not always be like that 

afterwards.   

▪ We see and judge people based on their dhahir, but for safety and 

security the Baatin needs to be shown through tests. A believer will show 

when he’s not reacting to the situations; he’s less sensitive to the tangible. 

Faith can be known through reactions.  

▪ When someone makes hijrah from Makkah to Medina then he can get 

many facilities because he will be provided with a house, someone will 

marry them, etc, and if a person is doing it for such reason then it means 

not being truthful in faith.  

▪ As for those who are not tested then no facility will be provided to them, 

they have to accept the rules and the Prophet ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) will seek forgiveness 

for them.  

Allah Al Baatin (هللا الباطن) 

▪ Knowing Allah Al Baatin should make us to expect the test anytime. Allah 

put us in situations to bring out our Baatin. And this is for our protection.  



الرحيم  الرحمن  هللا بسم  
Al Awal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) 

 
 

          Page 117 

▪ No matter how long a person hides something inside from jealousy, 

hypocrisy, hatred or shirk, it cannot stay that long because Allah is Al 

Baatin.  

▪ Allah Al Baatin is the All-Knower of the mysteries, He knows what we’re 

hiding, what are our motives, what are our intentions. 

▪ The longer something remains something inside such as hatred, the more 

it will come out ugly. We need to be cautious of our inside because Allah 

is watching us and He’s Al Baatin. We shouldn’t be watching others 

because people’s desires change right and left. No one knows our 

Baatin except Allah and only He knows when our Baatin will be exposed, 

either through ourselves or through others.  

▪ How can a person show he’s obedient? Not by saying ‘I’m obedient’, 

but through situations. There is so much elimination in life and on the Day 

of Judgement. To go to paradise is not about how we look like, how 

eloquent we are, or how much we claim to be good, but what’s 

important is taqwa Allah.  

▪ Even we see some part of someone’s reality, we still don’t know the entire 

reality and we don’t need to tire ourselves to find it all. Allah knows the 

details of all of our realities. Alhamduliliah our hearts are not transparent 

to the people because if we saw each other’s hearts then we wouldn’t 

survive.  

▪ If a person goes deep into matters then he will not trust anyone and it will 

make him a complicated person. We only need to know Baatin to an 

extent but not go to an extreme.  

▪ We don’t do tests for each other just like that but someone in charge 

when he has to hire someone, doing hijrah, marriage, etc.  
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▪ Allah is Al Baatin, He knows the inside of the people and He knows the 

inside of all decrees and commands.  

May Allah forgive us and help us to purify ourselves. Ameen.  

Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن) – Class #25 

Allah Al Baatin (هللا الباطن) 

Surah At Taghabun 14-18: 

َوٲِجكُمأ   أَزأ إِنَّ ِمنأ  ا   ٱلَِّذيَن َءاَمنُوٰٓ ٰٓأَيَُّہا  ـٰ ذَُروهُمأ يَ فَٱحأ لَُّڪمأ  ا  ِدُڪمأ َعُدو   ـٰ لَ َ َغفُور    ۚ َوأَوأ فَِإنَّ ٱَّللَّ ِفُروا   فَُحوا  َوتَغأ فُوا  َوتَصأ تَعأ  َوإِن 

ِحيم  )  ١٤رَّ
نَة   ُدكُمأ فِتأ ـٰ لَ َوٲلُكُمأ َوأَوأ ر  َعِظيم   )ۚ ( إِنََّمآٰ أَمأ ُ ِعنَدهُۥ ۤ أَجأ َ مَ ١٥ َوٱَّللَّ َمعُوا  َوأَِطيعُوا  َوأَنِفقُوا   ( فَٱتَّقُوا  ٱَّللَّ تُمأ َوٱسأ تََطعأ ا ٱسأ

َنفُِسُڪمأ  ا أِل  ر   ِلُحوَن )ۗ َخيأ ُمفأ ٰٓٮَِٕك هُُم ٱلأ ـٰ لَ ِسهِۦ فَأُو  ِفرأ لَكُمأ ١٦ َوَمن يُوَق شُحَّ نَفأ هُ لَكُمأ َويَغأ ِعفأ ـٰ ا يَُض
ا َحَسن   ض  َ قَرأ ِرُضوا  ٱَّللَّ   ۚ ( إِن تُقأ

ُ َشكُور  َحلِ  َحِكيُم )١٧يم  )َوٱَّللَّ عَِزيُز ٱلأ َدِة ٱلأ ـٰ َہ ِب َوٱلشَّ غَيأ ِلُم ٱلأ ـٰ  (١٨( َع

O you who believe! Verily, among your wives and your children are your 

enemies (who may stop you from the obedience of Allâh), therefore 

beware of them! But if you pardon (them) and overlook, and forgive (their 

faults), then verily, Allâh is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (14) Your wealth and 

your children are only a trial, whereas Allâh! With Him is a great reward 

(Paradise). (15) So keep your duty to Allâh and fear Him as much as you 

can; listen and obey; and spend in charity, that is better for yourselves. And 

whosoever is saved from his own covetousness, then they are the successful 

ones. (16) If you lend Allâh a goodly loan (i.e. spend in Allâh's Cause) He 

will double it for you, and will forgive you. And Allâh is Most Ready to 

appreciate and to reward, Most Forbearing, (17) All-Knower of the unseen 

and seen, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. (18) 

▪ The name of Allah Al Baatin is among the four names of Allah Al Awwal 

Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (األول اآلخر الظاهر الباطن). It’s not a name on its 
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own, but we will not know this name until we know the names before it, 

subhan Allah.  

▪ We cannot grasp all matters in and out though Allah surrounds us and 

this should make us to submit to Him. Allah makes matters to be 

dhahir/apparent at the time He chooses. And He’s Al Baatin so no matter 

how many things we see, there are so many more things which are 

hidden to us.   

▪ The surahs that come after Surah Al Hadid are showing us more about 

the names of Allah Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh Dhahir Al Baatin (  األول اآلخر الظاهر

 as well as ,(مسبحات ) ’And Surah Al Hadid is among the ‘musabihaat .(الباطن

Surah At Taghabun. 

▪ What is the meaning of tasbeeh? It means to negate all imperfection 

from Allah; people are not perfect but Allah is perfect so we do tasbeeh 

Allah.  

▪ So many people complain about the sun, but does the sun stop shining 

or providing heat? No. Because its connection is not to the people, but 

to Allah, subhan Allah. The sun, moon, angels are doing their work 

efficiently even though most people are disobedient and causing 

mischief in the land.  

▪ Allah gave us clarity about what we need to do, but what’s 

‘taghabun’/cheating ourselves, what’s causing distractions? Wealth, 

spouses and money. For example, a mother that spoils her children might 

look like she’s being merciful to them from the outside, but inside she’s 

being an enemy to them, subhan Allah. How is she being an ‘enemy’? 

With our imperfect mercy, it becomes an obstacle from growing, and 
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this is being an enemy to them. Sometimes we say, ‘why did this happen 

to my daughter or son?’. We have to know it’s nurturing for them.  

▪ We’re cheating ourselves by not knowing that they could be our 

enemies, so what should we do? Be cautious; we shouldn’t be heedless 

but observant.  

▪ The spouse and children could affect our faith and nurturing, so what 

should we do? Pardon, overlook and forgive. The ones worthy of our 

pardoning are our children and spouses.  

▪ Other things which can bring us taghabun are children and wealth. They 

look like blessings from outside, but can be fitnas inside. How can 

distinguish a blessing from a fitna? It’s a blessing when it helps us grow 

and is being used for the sake of Allah. But it’s a fitna when it decreases 

our faith and distracts us from worshipping Allah. What should we do with 

wealth and children? Have taqwa as much as we can.  

▪ A person needs to surround the fitna by listening, obeying, and and 

spending for the sake of Allah.  

▪ Taghabun is something hidden which we we’re unaware of though it 

could decrease our faith. Allah Al Baatin is revealing this to us in these 

ayat.  

▪ Family and wealth appear as blessings to us from the outside, but Allah 

Al Baatin is showing us that it can’t be taken with desires, thus becoming 

‘enemies’ or ‘fitnas’ for us.  

▪ Allah is the All-Knower of the seen and unseen and there are things which 

we don’t need to know. He’s Al Aziz and Al Hakeem, so we should leave 

everything to Allah and focus on our tasks.  
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May Allah protect us from taghabun. Ameen.  
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